
 St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1981 — 1983 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   



1981 
 

Believed to be 1981, updated history of STMFD: 



1981 
 

Believed to be 1981, updated history of STMFD: 



1981 
 

January 8, 1981:  Board meeting: 



1981 
 

January 12, 1981:  Special Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 24, 1981:  The Louisville Times, Photo by Tom Floden:  STMFD made rescue run. 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay 
Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments 
becoming bigger, more professional:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 
February 11, 1981:  The Voice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 12, 1981:  Board meeting: 



1981 
 

January 26, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Jay Lawrence:  Volunteer firefighters may be giving 
the county the best for less--Fire departments becoming bigger, more professional:  
 

 
 
 
 



1981 
 
March 1, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Sheldon Shafer, picture by Paul Schuhmann:  Fire heavi-
ly damages Harlow’s disco. 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

March 1, 1981:  The Courier-Journal, by Sheldon Shafer, picture by Paul Schuhmann:  Fire heavi-
ly damages Harlow’s disco. 
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March 1, 1981:  The Courier-Journal 



1981 
 

March 2, 1981, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 12, 1981:  Board meeting: 

 
 



1981 
 

March 7, 1981, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

March , 1981:  By-Laws: 



1981 
 

March , 1981:  By-Laws: 



1981 
 
March , 1981:  By-Laws: 



1981 
 

March , 1981:  By-Laws: 



1981 
 

March 30, 1981:  Minor damage occurred at a fire at the Consolidated Sales Company located at the Shelbyville 
Road Plaza.  The fire apparently started in a dumpster, when high winds blew burning material from the dumpster 
into the stores rear storage area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 1, 1981:  The Voice:   
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 
April 9, 1981:  Board meeting:     April 14, 1981, Letter: 



1981 
 

1981:  Courtesy Rick Albers private collection:  Fire Safety Class. 



1981 
 

April 21, 1981:  8833, 8834 Pumper Service Test: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 21, 1981:  8835, 8836  Pumper Service Test: 



1981 
 

April 21, 1981:  8855 Pumper Service Test: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

April 21, 1981:  Member of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire department.  OATH 



1981 
 
April 21, 1981:  Member of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire department.  OATH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 
May 5, 1981, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

May 14, 1981:  Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

May 18, 1981, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

June 11, 1981:  Board meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

June 22, 1981:  Report: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

July 8, 1981:  Board meeting:        Al Ring joined the Board replacing Bill Andriot as firefighters 
representative. 



1981 
 

July 8, 1981:  Al Ring became the firefighters representative and joined the STMFD Board. 
 
NOTE from Al Ring:  I replaced Fireman Bill Andriot as the firefighters representative.  I had to 
make a decision to run against him in an election for the position and I won the vote.  This was a 
very hard decision I had to make because Bill was a very close friend of mine and I truly respected 
him and all his service to the department.  However I also felt I had something to offer so I decided 
to let the firefighters decide.   
 

Alan “Al” D. Ring 
 

Firefighter October 20, 1964 to 1969, Lieutenant 1969 to 1973, Captain 1974 to 1977, Major 1977 
to 1984, Director 1981 to 1984, Trustee 1984 to 1990 

 
Al was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut July 17, 1943 and moved to St. Matthews in 1951 and fin-
ished growing up here attending Waggener High School.   He attended some college at Eastern Ky. 
State University and graduated from Diesel Automotive in Louisville.  Al, at the urging of Bob 
Walling joined the department in October of 1964.  Al served the department under many hats 
including, firefighter, Crusade Chairman, President of Firefighters, Inc., Public Relations Officer,  
Training Officer, Lieutenant, Captain, Major and Board member, at different times representing 
the firefighters, homeowners and public at large and finally Chairman of the Board. Al retired 
from active firefighting in February of 1983 but continued on the Board which he served from 
1981 until 1990 for a total of 26 years in the fire service.  Also during this time Al was owner of his 
own Service Stations at various locations in St. Matthews, then became a real estate sales person, 
managed in 3 different real estate companies and eventually became a home builder.  Al finished 
his career in 1998 and at the age of 55 retired with his wife Karen and son Evan to Tucson, Arizo-
na.  In 2004 Al wrote and published the book St. Matthews Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in 
St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Al has also written 3 other non “fire” books with his brother.  Al has a 
web site where he has placed much of the history of the department.   In 2009 the department 
made him one of two Historians for the Department. 



1981 
 

August 12, 1981, Letter: 

 
 



1981 
 

August 13, 1981:  Board meeting:                              Unit 8832 a Mack Pumper ordered. 



1981 
 

August 28, 1981:  Firefighters save building they want to destroy 
A rekindle of a training fire further damaged the mansion that stood on the at the Country Day 
School on Browns Lane.  The department had completed the third of four training sessions on the 
building when police saw flames shooting out of the building from the third floor.  The fire was 
quickly brought under control.  Most of the building was saved for the final burning to held a few 
days later. 

   
 
This picture from The Voice, November 7, 1979 shows the training fire building and what turned 
out to be working fire building discussed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 

 

August 28, 1981: Firefighters save building they want to destroy, personal notes from Rick Albers 
(2008): This was the big house that was used as part of Country Day School at 1405 Browns Lane.  This fire was a 
total mother!!  You’re right, this rekindled from earlier training fires that we did.  That evening was our regular offic-
ers meeting and for that particular meeting, Frank scheduled us to do live fire evolutions with just the officers, which I 
thought was really a pretty good idea as it was intended as a team building exercise for us. 
 

I remember that we used 8833 and 8855 for the evolutions and kept other apparatus in service.  We put 8833 on the 
hydrant right at the entrance on Browns Lane and had a 2-1/2” and a 3” line coming to the building and 1-1/2” lines 
wyed off the 3”.  We had about 5 or 6 kick-ass fires that night and had a good time.  Each officer took a turn at being 
the incident commander.  I remember the very last fire was in the front room to the right of the front door.  Mike No-
land was the IC for the last fire and this one got rolling out of the front windows and it lapped up past the second floor 
windows and got into the attic through the soffit.   
 

Everybody did a good job with this one but we were getting tired as it was the 6th fire of the night.  I distinctly remem-
ber Chief Haeberlin telling both Mike Noland and Frank Florence that they better make sure this is totally overhauled 
because he wasn’t gonna be happy if we came back in the middle of the night.   
 

The checked and checked several times, especially the attic and Mike told Frank & Al that the fire was definitely out.  
Al told Mike that if we came back later he was gonna hold Mike responsible and make him do all the work.  We 
picked up and went back to quarters. 
 

Everybody went home and crashed.  About 4:30 AM the tones went off and County Alarm dispatched it as “some sort 
of structure fire on Browns Lane near Dutchman's Lane.  I knew right away what it was.  Of course, 8803 (Jack Mon-
ohan) did his usual immediate 10-6 (that made people accuse him of sleeping in his chiefs car).  County Alarm told 
him they had several calls on the fire. 
 

I was the first one at the station but it didn’t take long for the balance of my crew to pile in.  We loaded up 8835 and 
out the door we went.  I told my Sergeant to make the run via Browns Lane as opposed to Breckinridge and Dutch-
man's like we normally did back then.  As we made the second 90 degree turn on Browns Lane and started up over the 
I-64 overpass, we could see the fire and Jack went 10-7 and said it was the training house.   
 

As we pulled in we could see that the fire was all in the attic and had already burned away most of the roof and was 
very well vented.  This building was built like a brick shithouse and was extremely strong and stable, in spite of the 
numerous training fires we had in it.  The exterior brick walls were just that, real brick walls, three courses thick!!! 
Rafters and joists were truly 2” x 12” and were probably oak.  It would be a safe and quick knockdown without com-
mitting a lot of resources.   The remaining areas of the building were wide open and clear as a bell.   
 

Jack and I met face to face and the plan was to turn around and lay out to the hydrant at the entrance just like we did 
for the training fires earlier.  We would commit 8835 and possibly 8857 and keep all other equipment in service.  We 
decided we were in no real hurry because of the status of the building.  Since there was no fire in any areas other than 
the attic, the likelihood of a rescue was almost zero.  Since the roof was already burned off, it wasn’t gonna collapse on 
top of us.   
 

So we laid a double and sent 35 to water.  My crew and I took the big pipe (2-1/2” line) and headed up the stairs.  I 
told my Sergeant to wait until I radioed to him before charging the line so we could get it all the way upstairs dry – 
real work saver!!!  We were making entry about the time that 8801 (Chief Haeberlin) and 8802 (Asst. Chief Florence) 
were arriving.   
 

By now, we’re on the top floor, we have our line charged and we’ve yanked down ceiling and we’re starting to really 
make headway on the fire.  The next thing we get is an order by radio from Frank to shut down and bring our crew 
and line outside.   I responded that we are really making headway and should have most of the fire knocked down 
within a couple of minutes.  He replied “That doesn’t matter, back out of there now.”  I acknowledged and down we 
came.   
 

From there, we used our line from the exterior and here comes 8857 setting up a ladder pipe and on the north side I 
see 8855 setting up its pipe too.  I thought “Oh hell, when the pipes go up, the building goes down!”  The fire kept 
burning beautifully and pretty soon there were hose lines everywhere and the two aerial streams started flowing.  
They were doing fine but Frank wasn’t happy with their effectiveness.  I remember that he had 8855 retract their lad-
der somewhat, (with a man on the end of the ladder aiming the pipe).  For some reason, 55’s operator got so flustered 
that he power retracted the ladder and ripped a rung out of it.  Net result: One aerial ladder out of service –pricey 
repair!!!! 
 

Then instructions were given to 8857 to move its ladder at the same time that Keith McBride and John Walling were 
both climbing on the ladder.  This movement caught one of John’s feet and Keith’s whole leg between moving rungs. 
Keith’s leg was fractured and John’s foot had a severe bruise and may have had a small fracture. John was able to 
pull his foot out of his boot and free himself.  However, Keith remained pinned. 
 

It would have been a safe and simple process to just slightly extend the ladder to free him with 2 firefighters at his lo-
cation to ensure he didn’t fall.  Instead, a major extrication operation ensured.  A porto-power was used to bend the 
space between the rungs (one on the top fly section and the other on the second fly).  Then they pulled Keith out and 
carried him down to the ground and off to the hospital he went.  Net result: 1 firefighter with a minor injury, one with 
a serious injury and our only other aerial ladder is out of service – pricey repair x 2!!! 
 

The fire eventually went out, thanks to about 1200 GPM being poured on it when 250 GPM would have done the trick.  
I had to leave the scene by 0600 because I was scheduled to work at LFD at 0800.  There was a pile of us who had to go 
to work so they took us back to quarters in 8898 (van).   
   
 
 
 
 
 



1981 
 
September 10, 1981, Board meeting: 



1981 
 
September, 1981, Board meeting: 



1981 
 
September, 1981, Franklin Randolph Florence, Sr., Resume 



1981 
 

October 8, 1981, Board meeting:    October 8, 1981, Letter: 
 
 

 
October 9, 1981, Letter: 



1981 
 

November 4, 1981, The Voice, East county cities face smaller income with higher fire rate, by Su-
zanne Darland:   



1981 
 

November 11, 1981:  The Voice:     November 12, 1981, Board meeting:     

November 19, 1981, Letter:     



1981 
 

December 10, 1981:  Board meeting: 
 
Franklin Florence was hired as the “Day Time Supervisor” and Bill Sparks joined the Board. 



1981 
 
December 10, 1981:  Bill Sparks brought on Board: 

William “Bill” H. Sparks 
 

Director 1982 to 1984   
 
 

Bill was born in PA in 1931. He graduated from St. Xavier High 
School in 1949 and attended Xavier University in Cincinnati and 
graduated with a degree in business in 1951.  He served in the Army 
from 1951 to 1953.  He then began his banking career with Citizens 
Fidelity Bank and PNC Bank where he worked for 43 years.  He mar-
ried Betty Z. Morrison in 1955 at ST. James Church.  They have 3 
children and I grand kids, 1 great grand child.  He served on the 
STMFD Board from 1982 until 1984. Served on the board of the Jef-
fersontown Fire Department from 1986 to 2006. 
 

1/23/1968 
 

 
  
 

 
 



1981 
 
Unknown Date, believe 1981:  FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 



1981 
 
Unknown Date, believe 1981:  FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 



1981 
 

Unknown Date, believe 1981:  FIRE PROTECTION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 
 

 



1981 
 

1981 or 1982 Roster: 



1981 
 

Fire Statistics For 1981 
 
Total number of fire runs:     365 
Total working fires:      7 
Number of A.M. runs, 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.:  104 
Number of P.M. runs, 12:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.:  261 
 
Number of responses made by fire apparatus: 
 

8801:  208  Chief Al Haeberlin     
8802:  256  Assistant Chief Frank Florence 
8803:  216  Assistant Chief Jack Monohan 
8804:  22  Major Al Ring 
8805:  2 
8833:  48 
8834:  154 
8835:  174 
8836:  214 
8855:  47 
8857:  164 
8898:  4 

 
Types of fire runs: 
 

House:    98 
Commercial:    85 
Automobile:    48 
Field & Trash:   38 
Miscellaneous:   85 
Malicious false:   9 
Back up City of Louisville:  2 
 

 
Working Fires: 

 
March 1, 1981 4010 Dupont Circle (Harlows), Gay Bar, first floor of high-rise. 
March 29, 1981 4610 Shelbyville Road (Rear Consolidated Sales), Storage shed. 
March 30, 1981 260 Leland Court, Attic 
June 15, 1981  1906 Bainbridge Row Drive, Laundry room. 
August 28, 1981 1405 Browns Lane, Old house-former school building. 
September 22, 1981 3614 Hycliffe Avenue, Garage. 
November 12, 1981 4523 Blenheim Road, House. 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1981 
 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Albert Andriot Jr. left Board July 1981. 
Al Haeberlin 
Marty Kamer 
Durward W. Maynard 
J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
J. C. Nuckols 
Al Ring (joined July 1981) 
Dr. Tom Jerry Smith  
Bill Sparks, joined December 10, 1981 
J. P. Terry 

1981 
 

Officers 
 
Chief Al Haeberlin 
Assistant Chief Franklin Florence (paid, No-
vember 1981) 
Assistant Chief Jack Monohan 
Major Al Ring 
Capt. Rick Albers 
Captain Gar Davis 
Captain Mike Noland 
Captain Ken Strange 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Bill Wilke 
Lieutenant Marty Kamer 

Firefighters 
 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Thomas Chris Ballard  
Joseph Brotzge  
Harry Clifford 
Greg Cobb  
Jim B. Crouch  
Charles Davis 
Michael Davis 
Kent Dayton  
Gary Doyle  
Denny Engnehl 
Steve Florence 
Larry Heaphy 
Doug Hickerson 
Robert Howard 
Tony Justice 
Tom Kaelin 
David Kamer 
Henry C. Kuhn, III 
Tom Marshall 
Brian Martin 
Doug Mitchell 
Keith McBride 
 
 
 
 

Charles McCune 
Sam McCune 
Todd Merkley 
Patrick Noland 
Michael Noon 
Walter Ochs 
Patrick Owens 
Charles Ray 
Dwayne Reed 
K. C. Reising, Jr. 
Edwin Ruckreigel 
Phil Schneider 
Harvey Schultz 
Alan Scott 
Bill Seng 
George Soules 
James Tafel 
Tony Thoman 
Alan Unthank 
Ron Unthank 
John Volkerding 
Jerry Wallace 
Kevin Walley 
Joseph Wheatley 
Joseph Wolfe 
Jim Woodring 



1982 
 

January 10, 1982: Headline:  Keeping St. Matthews Baptist Alive      Fire Destroys sanctuary, but 
not the spirit of the church:  A three alarm fire destroyed St. Matthews Baptist Church.  The fire 
was discovered early this morning after neighbors heard an explosion.  While the main fire was 
fought by the Louisville Fire Department, St. Matthews Fire Department patrolled the surround-
ing streets making sure flying sparks and brands did not land on roofs and start any other fires.  
 

Man gets 18 years for church fire in St. Matthews and other offences. 
 
Warren Emrick, 21, was sentenced to 18 years in prison on several arson related charges including 
the fire that destroyed the St. Matthews Baptist Church. 
 
Courtesy St. Matthews Baptist Library and Earl Stowers 
 

 
STMFD responded to Engine 4 in Louisville as a back-up and then responded to 4 additional fires in and around the 
church with reports of roof fires.  Nothing was serious but lots of possibilities.  Many firefighters also helped with the 
fire by them selves. 

 
 



1982 
January 10, 1982, St. Matthews Baptist Church fire:    Courtesy St. Matthews Baptist Library and 
Earl Stowers 
 

 



1982 
January 10, 1982, St. Matthews Baptist Church fire:    Courtesy St. Matthews Baptist Library and 
Earl Stowers 
 

 



1982 
January 10, 1982, St. Matthews Baptist Church fire:    Courtesy St. Matthews Baptist Library and 
Earl Stowers 
 

 



1982 
January 13, 1982, The Voice: 



1982 
January 13, 1982, The Voice: 



1982 
January 10, 1982, St. Matthews Baptist Church Fire:    Google, (2010)                   Below today 



1982 
January 11, 1982, The Courier-Journal 



1982 
January 15, 1982, The Courier-Journal 



1982 
January 14, 1982:  Board meeting:   January 20, 1982, Letter: 

 
January 20, 1982, The Voice: 



1982 
January 25, 1982, Letter:   First Quarter, 1982, Training Program: 



1982 
First Quarter, 1982, Training Program: 



1982 
February 3, 1982:  Aerial Ladder Test for 8855 & 8857: 



1982 
February 11, 1982:  Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bernard J. Karem, Firefighter January 11, 1966 to July 30, 1974, November 27, 1943 to February 
13, 1982 
 
 
 



1982 
February 28, 1982, Letter:    March 1, 1982, Hydrant Flow Data Summary: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
March 6, 1982, Proposed changes, By-Laws of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire association, Inc.: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
March 6, 1982, Proposed changes, By-Laws of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire association, Inc.: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
March 7, 1982,  Unknown newspaper article:  Firefighters free 2 men trapped in wrecked cars.   
 
NOTE;  This wreck included Jim Hytken STMFD firefighter from 1974 to 1982 and Brian Martin 
STMFD firefighter 1975 to 1985. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Hytken 

Brian Martin 



1982 
March 7, 1982,  Unknown newspaper article:  Firefighters free 2 men trapped in wrecked cars.   
 
NOTE;  This wreck included Jim Hytken STMFD firefighter from 1974 to 1982 and Brian Martin 
STMFD firefighter 1975 to 1985. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Note from Jim Hytken, (2010):  Brian and I just turned onto Browns Lane from Shel-
byville Road and were headed towards Hikes Point when a car coming from the opposite direction 
came at us head on. We were following a friend of mine and we noticed that he suddenly swerved 
abruptly. We then noticed why. Brian only had a fraction of a second to react as the other car was 
traveling at a high rate of speed right towards us. Brian swerved to the right and the other car 
clipped the drivers side of our car. Had Brian not made that split second maneuver it would have 
been a head on collision.  Police concluded the other car was traveling about 60-70 mph. Our im-
pact slowed down the other car and a tree just past us stopped it. After our car came to a stop 
I noticed I was bleeding some from the head but Brian was much worse off. He was unconscious 
and was seriously injured.  I was trying to determine the extent of his injuries. He was bleeding 
internally and  he looked really bad.  I did not think he was going to make it. The first car on the 
scene to help was Gary Doyle. He was headed to the firehouse but stopped to help. We were right 
about where Harvey Browne is located. I think Gary had just recently become an EMT. He went 
into action quickly and saved Brian's life (at least from my point of view). He was able to keep 
Brian stable until the rest of the trucks, ambulance and chief came and was able to extricate Brian 
using the Jaws of Life.  Brian's injuries took a long time to heal. 
 

The other driver was not seriously injured but also had to be extricated with the Jaws of Life as 
well. The driver, Robert Ogden was charged with drunk driving. His blood alcohol level was well 
over the legal limit.  
 

Both Brian and I are glad St. Matthews Fire Department had purchased the Jaws of Life. I used 
them to train with many times not knowing that one day I would witness firsthand their use in sav-
ing a fellow Firefighters life. 
 
 

Personal Note from Brian Martin, (2010):   It was 1st and only experience of a close encounter 
with a drunk driver. 
 

I had just been promoted to Capt....the Tuesday before this Sunday.... 
 

Jim and I were following a friend, Andy, to his house....as we were going south of Browns Lane....I 
saw Andy drive off the road and remember thinking what the hell is he doing....the next thing I saw 
was 2 bright lights coming straight for me....I tried to swerve to the right but he caught my front left 
and peeled back my left side. 
 

I was trapped and Jim was able to get out......Gary Doyle was 1st on the scene as he was responding 
to the firehouse.....he tried to calm me even thought I was semi-conscience..... 
 

Jim called his Cindy to call my Cindy at work....saying "They were in a wreck, Brian's trapped but 
at least he's breathing. 
 

I remember being told by Cindy that there were 2 crews...one cutting me out and another cutting 
the drunk driver out (his blood alcohol was .28). 
 

The crew working on him weren't told I was in the other car....until Cindy came to the scene to ask 
where I was....the story goes when they found out the guy they were cutting out had hit me the 
comment was made..."F**K this guy...I need a cigarette." 
 

I had a crushed shoulder and 2 cracked vertebra.....both Jim and I had little pieces of broken glass 
in our scalps that would worked free for months.... 



1982 
March 11, 1982,  Board meeting: March 16, 1982,  Letter of resignation from Board member J. 

C. Nuckols: 

 

April 8, 1982,  Board meeting: 



1982 
April 2, 1982,  The Courier-Journal 



1982 
April 12, 1982, Letter of registration from Board member Tom Jerry Smith, M.D.:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 15, 1982, Letter: 



1982 
April 27, 1982, Congratulations:  May 5, 1982,  The Voice, St. Mathews Firefighter dies:   

 



1982 
May 13, 1982,  Board meeting:      Jack Monohan & Franklin Florence become Board members. 



1982 
May 13, 1982, New Board member:           John McKiernan “Jack” Monohan, III   

 
Firefighter 1951 to Present (2009) various short periods off, Lieutenant, Captain,  

Assistant Chief , Director, Trustee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1937, June 3, Born, St. Matthews, Kentucky.  The year his Dad joined STMFD. 
Attended Holy Trinity Grade School. 
1955, Graduated  Eastern High School. 
Attended Oklahoma A & M and majored in fire protection engineering, a two-year course. 
Attended Bellarmine College and was a track man running the 440. 
Worked for Kentucky Inspection Bureau for about 1 1/2 years. 
Joined Louisville Ladder Company after the Inspection Bureau, became a vice president and was 

with them until retirement. 
1951, June 3, Joined the St. Matthews Fire Volunteer Department. (age 14) 
1956, attained rank of Lieutenant (the youngest in the departments history at that time) at age 20.  
1958, May 21, William Kentnor Monohan born to Jack & Judy Monohan. 
1960, moved to 1311 Mill Race Road in Lyndon, gave up his being an officer. 
1963, May 25, Jack married Rose Marilyn Wilson and they lived at 3945 Kennison Avenue.. 
1964, January 19, John Stuart Monohan born to Jack & Marilyn Monohan. 
1965, became a Captain on the department. 
1967, April 29, Dana Marie Monohan born to Jack & Marilyn Monohan.  
1974, became Assistant Chief of the department. 
1974, teamed up with Al Ring and started collecting STMFD history for a possible future book on 

the department. 
1976, October 14:  Board meeting, Chief Monohan announced to the board that he would be retir-

ing from the Fire Department in the near future.  Along with this announcement he requested 
that Jack Monohan be appointed as Deputy Chief, and that Frank Florence be appointed As-
sistant Chief.  They would serve until the annual meeting in July 1977. (Jack Monohan de-
clined to be considered for Deputy Chief of the department, and Al Haeberlin was placed in 
that position.) 

1982, May 13, became member of the Board of Directors of the STMFD. 
1992, retired from Louisville Ladder. 
1993, June 3, retires from the department and left the board. 
2000, July, Elected again to the Board of Trustees where he still serves today. (2010) 



1982 
 
May 13, 1982, New Board member:                       Franklin R. Florence 

 
Firefighter March 9, 1954 to March 24, 1964, 1974 to 1992, Lieutenant, Captain,  

Assistant Chief, Chief, Director, Trustee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Excerpts from:  July 20, 1983:  The Voice, by Carol Brandon Timmons:  New Chief steers St. Mat-
thews VFD.  Veteran firefighter Franklin Florence was named chief of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department 
at a meeting last Wednesday of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association Board of Directors. 
 
The new fire chief is far from a newcomer to fire protection service.  He has 30 years of firefighting experience to his 
credit. 
 
Florence said he started working with the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department in 1953 and then served for a vol-
unteer department when he was transferred there.  He’s been back with St. Matthews for about 10 years, Florence 
commented. 
 
He added that he’s worked his way up from firefighter to a leadership role three times. 
 
“My goal is to continue to deliver the fire defense system in this community,” Florence commented.  “Because I know 
with the people we have, we can continue to deliver excellent service in the most cost effective manner.  “And we have 
plenty of evidence to support it.” 
 
Florence maintains that the St. Matthews Fire Department is tops.  He speaks proudly about it.  He defends it.  He is 
dedicated to it.  “Our firefighters are second none,” the new chief remarked.  “They’re good folks.” 
 
Prior to becoming a full-time, paid firefighter as he is now, Florence was employed by Upjohn Healthcare services.  He 
also operated his own contracting and real estate businesses.  Florence, 48, and his wife, Dodie, have five children:  
Ran, Steve, Sharon, Lisa and Brent. 
 
 

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
 
May, 1982, Training Program:                        



1982 
 
May 19, 1982,  The Voice, by Suzanne Darland, 2 on St. Matthews fire board resign:   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1982 
May 19, 1982,  The Voice:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 29, 1982, Letter: 

 
 
 



1982 
June 10, 1982,  Board meeting: 
 



1982 
June 21, 1982:, Letter from Insurance Services Office.  Reached Class 2 Insurance Classification 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
June 22, 1982,  Report.     June 22, 1982,  Letter. 



1982 
June 22, 1982,  Letter.    June 22 & 28, 1982,  Letters. 



1982 
June 30, 1982, The Voice, by Suzanne Darland, St. Matthews rated top fire department:   



1982 
June 30, 1982, The Voice, by Suzanne Darland, St. Matthews rated top fire department:   

 



1982 
July 7, 1982,  Letter:            
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 7/8, 1982,  The Courier-Journal, Neigh-
borhoods section, by Michele Chandler: 



1982 
July 7/8, 1982,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods section, by Michele Chandler: 
 

 
 



1982 
July 7/8, 1982,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods section, by Michele Chandler: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
July 7/8, 1982,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods section, by Michele Chandler: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
July 7/8, 1982,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods section, by Michele Chandler: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1982 
July 7/8, 1982,  The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods section, by Michele Chandler: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 12, 1982, Letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
July 14, 1982,  Board meeting: 



1982 
July 29, 1982, Letter: 



1982 
August 12, 1982,  Board meeting: 



1982 
August 12, 1982,  Letter:   August 20, 1982,  Letter:                  S-2 put in storage 

 

 
 

August 30, 1982,  Letter:                            



1982 
August 27, 19823, The Courier-Journal 



1982 
September 1, 1982,  The Voice, by Mary Julia Pace, Station’s 3-week gas leak finally controlled.   



1982 
September 9, 1982,  Board meeting: 
 
 
Mrs. Sharp resigns effective Septem-
ber 30, 1982. 



1982 
 

September 9, 1982,  Letter: 



1982 
 

September 9, 1982,  Resolution: 



1982 
September 27, 1982, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 22, 1982,  The Voice, photo by Bob 
Owen: 
 



1982 
 

October 3, 1982,  Invitation:   October 6, 1982,  The Voice: 
 

 
October 14, 1982,  Board meeting: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



1982 
October 17, 1982,  Letter from Captain Rick Albers: 
 

 



1982 
October 21, 1982,  8832 new Mack pumper—eventually sold to Oldham County Fire Protection 
District in 2002 and became 1432. 



1982 
October 21, 1982,  8832 new Mack pumper—eventually sold to Oldham County Fire Protection 
District in 2002 and became 1432. 



1982 
October 21, 1982,  8832 new Mack pumper—eventually sold to Oldham County Fire Protection 
District in 2002 and became 1432. 



1982 
October 2010, courtesy Rick Albers:  Former pumper 8832 which has been owned and in service 
at North Oldham Fire District was sold for $2,000 to Knifley Area Volunteer Fire Department in 
Kentucky,  Chief Rick Albers's former STMFD members drove 8832 on its last drive for delivery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

June 2023, This is 8832, in the Vintage Fire Muse-
um storage barn in eastern Jefferson County. 



1982 
October, 1982,  8857 Information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 22, 1982, Letter: 
 
 
 
 



1982 
November 3/4, 1982, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Kit Lively:  

 



1982 
November 3/4, 1982, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Kit Lively:  



1982 
November 3/4, 1982, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Kit Lively:  



1982 
November 3/4, 1982, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Kit Lively:  



1982 
November 3/4, 1982, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Kit Lively:  



1982 
November 3/4, 1982, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Kit Lively:  



1982 
November 11, 1982,  Board meeting:  



1982 
November 17, 1982, The Voice: 
 
 
Marty Kamer, firefighter and Board member involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 13, 1982, The Courier-Journal 



1982 
November 21, 1982, Special Board meeting:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 23, 1982,  Memo-
randum:  

November 22, 1982, The Courier-Journal 



1982 
November 23, 1982,  Memorandum:  



1982 
November 23, 1982,  Memorandum:  



1982 
November 23, 1982,  Memorandum:  
 

 
This would have had to have been before 8832: Probably late 1981 to 1982: 



1982 
December 1, 1982:  The Voice:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 8, 1982:  The Voice, by Andy Eggers:  St. Matthews area resident found guilty of setting 
Baptist Church fire:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1982 
December 9, 1982,  Board meeting:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
 

Fire Statistics For 1982 
 
Total number of fire runs:     362 
Total working fires:      4 
Number of A.M. runs, 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.:  124 
Number of P.M. runs, 12:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.:  238 
 
Number of responses made by fire apparatus: 
 

8801:  202  Chief Al Haeberlin     
8802:  274  Assistant Chief Frank Florence 
8803:  210  Assistant Chief Jack Monohan 
8804:  7  Major Al Ring 
8805:  10 
8806:  2 
8811:  1 
8833:  18 
8833:  88 
8834:  138 
8835:  132 
8836:  257 
8855:  56 
8857:  197 
8898:  4 

 
Types of fire runs: 
 

House:     104 
Commercial:     109 
Automobile:     49 
Field & Trash:    27 
Miscellaneous:    63 
Malicious false:    5 
Back up City of Louisville:   5 
 

 
Working Fires: 

 
May 12, 1982:   4224 Churchill Road   House. 
June 4, 1982:    300 Ten Pin Lane   Structure. 
October 5, 1982:   129 Heady Road   House. 
December 21, 1982:   408 Lotis Way   House. 

 
 

 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 

 

 
 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 

 
 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 

 

 
 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 

 
 

 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 

 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 

 

 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 
 

 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 
 
 

 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 
 

 
 

 
 
 



1982 
STMFD Fire Runs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1982 
 

 Board Of Directors 
 
Al Haeberlin 
Franklin Florence, start May 13, 1982. 
Marty Kamer 
Durward W. Maynard 
John M. Monohan, Jr. retired July 1982. 
J. M. Monohan III, Start May 13, 1982. 
J. C. Nuckols, resigned March 16, 1982 
Al Ring 
Tom Jerry Smith, resigned April 12, 1982. 
Bill Sparks 
J. P. Terry 
 

1982 
 

Firefighters 
 
Sgt. Bill Andriot 
Jim Andriot 
Buck Ballinger 
Joe Brotzge 
Tom Carroll, November 
1982 
Hal Clifford 
Gregg Cobb 
Sgt. Charlie Davis 
Darlayne Davis 
Sgt. Kent Dayton 
Jim Dorr 
Sgt. Denny Engnehl 
Sgt. Ran Florence 
Sgt. Steve Florence 
Larry Heaphy 
Doug Hickerson 
Tony Justice 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Rupert Lassiter 
Tom Marshall 
Keith McBride 
Sgt. Sam McCune 
Kevin Medley 
Todd Merkley 
Sgt. Doug Mitchell 
Stuart Monohan 

Pat Noland 
Mike Noon 
Walter Ochs 
Dwayne Reed (P), October 1982 
Don Ryan 
Dave Ruckreigel 
Ed Ruckreigel 
Treva Sadler Hickerson 
Harvey Schultze 
Alan Scott 
Bill Seng 
George Soules 
Tony Thoman 
Sgt. Al Unthank 
Ron Unthank 
Sgt. John Volkerding 
Kevin Walley 
Bob Wheatley 
Ben Willingham 
Tom Willingham 
Joe Wolfe 
Jim Woodring 
 
 

Officers 
 

Chief Al Haeberlin 
Assistant Chief Franklin Florence 
Assistant Chief Jack Monohan 
Major Al Ring 
Capt. Rick Albers 
Capt. Brian Martin 
Captain Mike Noland 
Captain Ken Strange 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Bill Wilke 
Lieutenant Mike Davis 
Lieutenant Gary Doyle 
Lieutenant Marty Kamer (p), retire Decem-
ber 31, 1982 
Lieutenant Brian Martin 
Lieutenant Sam McCune 
Lieutenant Ken Reising, left November 
1982 
 



1983 
January 10, 1983, Letter: 

 
 
 
NOTE:  This letter is a follow up the an October 17, 1982 letter written by Captain Rick Albers.  
The result—the department did accept the resignation of Captain Albers from Fire Prevention.  
As Captain Albers recalls about a year later the department stated to use apparatus again for fire 
safety education programs.  The program was assigned to Jim Gibson who was one of the daytime 
paid firefighters at the time.  Captain Albers ran that program from about 1976 until 1983 and 
had had quite a following.  “There were schools that weren’t even in our district that brought kids 
to St. Matthews for our programs.  I was really proud of the program and it was working because 
I heard from more than one parent who said they put in smoke detectors because of what we told 
their kids.  We even had some say that they had fires and the kids knew what to do.  I used to get a 
lot of help from Gary Doyle on the fire safety classes.  He worked very hard to help me do the 
presentations.  I remember when I told him what they decided with regard to the apparatus and 
he was really upset and almost quit the department.  I talked him out of it.”   
 
 
 



1983 
January 12, 1983,  The Voice, by Jean Filiatreau, Expansion sparked at area firehouses:   



1983 
January 12, 1983,  The Voice, by Jean Filiatreau, Expansion sparked at area firehouses:   



1983 
January 12, 1983, Board meeting:            Maj. Ring goes inactive and resigns as firefighters repre-
sentative.  Maj. Ring was then voted on the board filling a vacancy.   

January 13, 1983,  The Board approved buying 
a “Training Truck.”               $1,500.00 
 

8899 



1983 
March 25, 1983,  Memorandum, by John G. Hayburn: 



1983 
February 10, 1983,  Board meeting:  March 10, 1983,  Board meeting: 



1983 
March 25, 1983,  Memorandum, by John G. Hayburn: 
 

 
 
 
March 30, 1983,  The Voice, by Jean Filiatreau, 
St. Matthews  to house fire training center:   

 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 13, 1983, The Voice: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
April 13, 1983, The Voice: 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
April 13, 1983, The Voice: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
April 13, 1983, The Voice: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
 

Missing 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
April 14, 1983, Board meeting:   April 27, 1983, Congratulations: 

 

 
 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
1983:Unknown date, apparatus and crews: 
 
1983:  8855 & Crew:  Joe Brotzge, Hal Clifford, Tom Marshall, Captain Strange, Jim Gibson, 
Dave Kamer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1983:  8834 & Crew:  Captain Albers, Lt. John Volkerding, Sgt. Walter Ochs, Don Ryan, Tod 
Merkley, Darlayne Davis 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
1983:Unknown date, apparatus and crews: 
 
1983:  8835 & Crew:  Captain Bob Wheatley, Marshall Denny Engnehl, Jack O’Toole, Gary 
Doyle, Doug Hickerson, Brian Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1983:  8833 & Crew:  Lt. Doug Mitchell, Sgt. Joe Wolfe, Buck Ballinger, Greg Kennedy 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
1983:Unknown date, apparatus and crews: 
 
1983:  8836 & Crew:  Captain Mike Noland, Pat Noland, Dwayne Reed, Tom Carroll, Ron Un-
thank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1983:  8832 & Crew:  Captain Sam McCune, Sgt. Mike Davis, Mike Noon, Jim Andriot 
 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
1983:Unknown date, apparatus and crews: 
 
1983:  8857 & Crew:  Captain John Walling, Lt. Ran Florence, Sgt. Steve Florence, Marshall Bill 
Andriot, Stuart Monohan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1983:  8800 :  Chief Franklin Florence & Assistant Chief Jack M. Monohan III 
 
1983:  8899 Training Vehicle & Crew:  Lt. Kent Dayton, Sgt. Charlie Davis, Marshal Marty Ka-
mer, Larry Heaphy 
 
 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
1983:Unknown date, apparatus and crews: 
 

1983:  8898 & Crew:  Lt. Kevin Walley, Tony Thoman, Greg Cobb 
1983:  8811:Keith McBride, Bill Seng 
 

 
 
 
1983:  Fire apparatus including 8801  (Green) & 8802 (Silver).  8822 “Betsy” was not in this pic-
ture. 
 
 
 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
May 11, 1983, The Voice: 

 
 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
May 11, 1983, The Voice: 

 
 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
May 12, 1983,  Board meeting:  May 12, 1983,  Board meeting, Sample Agreement: 

May 13 & 17, 1983,  Letter\, & survey 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
May 18, 1983,  Unknown: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
May 27, 1983,  Letter:     June 9, 1983,  Letter: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
June 9, 1983,  Board meeting:    June 9, 1983,  Loan Information: 

June 13, 1983, The Courier-Journal  STMFD re-
sponded 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
June, 1983,  Letter: 

June 15, 1983,  Letter: 
 

 
 

I do not have any information on mem-
bers participating in the search, but I 
would not be surprised if many did. 
 
See next page article about Ann, it was 
truly a sad situation and in the news for 
a long time. 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
Courtesy http://www.wave3.com/Global/story.asp?s=9458488&clienttype=printable 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
June 22, 1983, The Voice:  EDITED 

June 14, 1983, The Courier-
Journal 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
June 30, 1983, Re-
port: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 6, 1983:  Voice: 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 6, 1983:  Voice: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 13, 1983,  Board meeting: 

 
       July 13, 1983,  Letter for Life-Time Director: 

 

         



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 20, 1983:  The Voice,  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 20, 1983:  The Voice,  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 20, 1983:  The Voice,  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 1983:  Courtesy of Rick Albers in 1984 of new addition and training facility. 
 
 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 20, 1983:  The Voice,  

Annual dance once a year. 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
July 20, 1983:  The Voice,  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
Unknown date, 1983: by Howard Miller.  St. Matthews Fire Department, Officials won’t charge 
tax-exempt groups:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
August 11, 1983,  Board meeting:  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
August 31, 1983:  The Voice, by Carol Brandon, Fire contract finally approved by St. Matthews.   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
August 31, 1983, The Courier-Journal 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
August 31, 1983, The Courier-Journal 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 6, 1983, Letter/Reports.   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 6, 1983, Reports.   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 8, 1983,  Board meeting: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 14, 1983,  Special Board meeting:  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 14, 1983,  Special 
Board meeting:  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 14, 1983,  Special Board meeting:  
 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 17, 1983,  The Louisville Times, by Jim Renneisen:  2 feared dead as mansion burns     
One body ins found in ruins:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 17, 1983,  The Louisville Times, by Jim Renneisen:  2 feared dead as mansion burns     
One body ins found in ruins:   

September 17, 1983, The Louisville Times, by Jim Renneisen:  2 feared dead as mansion burns     
One body ins found in ruins:   
September 17, 1983: 2603 Woodside Road House, 2 fatalities (by Jack O’Toole-January 2011) 
 
This was one of my last runs, if not my last run prior to moving to the Westport FD and the North 
Oldham FD protection districts.  The new 100’ tractor drawn aerial ladder was on the track and 
was second out. It was early in the morning and I recall no one wanted to take either of the jump 
seats, probably because they had to be at work in a few hours. I jumped in one and put on the 
Scott Air Pack.  This fire turned out to be a good test of the recent purchase of the 5” hose line. 
The first engine company in laid 5” up to the house, several hundred feet from the stump and the 
second engine took the hydrant. Amazingly, the second engine company never had to go into 
pump. Hydrant pressure was perfect all the way up the hill to the fire. The home was fully in-
volved when we arrived, being so remote it had been burning a while before the fire department 
was notified.  There was also some confusion as to whether the fire was in Harrods Creek or St. 
Matthews, but ultimately this made no difference as to the outcome of the fatality situation. I end-
ed up in the front of the house on an 2 ½ in line, since it was too dangerous to enter the structure. I 
also ended up on the front page of the Courier Journal that morning. Later that day it was report-
ed as a murder/suicide, since there was a long history of family violence at this address.  There was 
some indication the person starting the fire may have become trapped on their way out. As I recall 
at the time, about the most embarrassing thing that could happen to you was to get caught fighting 
a fire from outside the structure. I not only was caught, but I made the front page.  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 17, 1983,  2603 Woodside Road, fire: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 17, 1983,  2603 Woodside Road, fire: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 17, 1983,  2603 Woodside Road, fire:   2010 Google Map of area. 

September 20, 1983,  Letter: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 21/22, 1983,  The Courier-Journal—Neighborhoods: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 21/22, 1983,  The Courier-Journal—Neighborhoods: 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
September 21/22, 1983,  Voice 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

September 21, 1983,  The Voice: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

September 22, 1983,  Special Called Board meeting:   September 22, 1983,  Letter:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

September 27, 1983,  Letter:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 4, 6, & 10, 1983,  Letters:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 12, 1983,    Two employs of Stuart Mechanical were killed when a ditch they were work-
ing in caved in trapping and killing them.  St. Matthews Fire Department completed the extrac-
tion. 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 18, 1983, The Courier-Journal 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 18, 1983, The Courier-Journal 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 13, 1983,  Board meeting: 

NOTE DIFFERENT LETTERHEAD 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 20, 1983,  Special Board meeting:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

October 21, 1983, Letter:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 1, 1983, Perimeter Description:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 1, 1983, Perimeter Description:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 2, 1983, The Voice:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 2, 1983, The Voice:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 4, 1983, Letters:   

November 6, 1983, Roster:   



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 10, 1983,  Board meeting: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

November 11, 1983,  Letters: 

 
 

November 23, 1983,  The Voice: 

 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

December 2, 1983,  Petition: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

December 2, 1983,  The Courier-Journal 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

December 4, 1983,  The Courier-Journal 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

December 8, 1983,  Board meeting: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

December 20, 1983,  Notice: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 
 
December 20, 1983,  Order: 



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

1983:    A Brief History of Jefferson County Fire Protection District 26. ---  Written in 1983. 
 

The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association was formed as a nonprofit organization chartered in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky and governed by a board of directors. “St. Matthews citizens form fire bri-
gade” was the caption over an article in the Courier—Journal on June 13, 1919.  It went on to say “For 
the purpose of fire protection of the houses in and around St. Matthews, residents of that town have 
formed a fire brigade.”  It started with a handful of dedicated men, no money, and an old hand pulled 
hose cart. These pioneers, being the first of their kind in the Commonwealth, had no where to turn and 
thus had to do it all on their own. 
 
The first fire chief, Xavier Schuler, made arrangements with A. J. Eline to house the hose cart in his au-
tomobile dealership  on Frankfort Avenue. There was, at that time, only one fire hydrant at the intersec-
tion of Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue.  With very little money and no experience, it was a won-
der that the fire department survived. 
 
In 1921 Andrew Neichter became fire chief.  The department bought a Model “T” Ford truck for $900. 
The firefighters mounted three chemical tanks and a wooden ladder on it, and now had their first real fire 
engine. In 1923 they were given a piece of land behind the drug store at Breckinridge Lane and Frank-
fort Avenue upon which the department built its first firehouse.  Along with providing fire protection, 
the fire insurance rates wore reduced. 
 
By 1930, the department was in real trouble with the State Actuary Bureau.  The town was told to get a 
new fire engine or lose its insurance classification. Because of this, the board of directors reorganized in 
1930 and started on an active plan to buy a new fire engine.  In 1931 a 500 G.P.M. Seagrave pumper was 
delivered to the department and given the name Betsy.  The departments financial troubles were still 
prevalent and for several years they had to hide “Betsy” from the Seagrave Company to keep it from be-
ing repossessed. 
 

“Betsy” became the pride of the community, making all of the town’s parades and hundreds of fire runs 
each year, even going as far as Frankfort to help with the penitentiary fire  It was used to pump out many 
basements during the 1937 food.   Although “Betsy” was retired from fire response in December of 1973 
after 42 years of service, she is still owned by the department and still runs. 
 
By 1939, the department’s emergency runs were increasing~ A good percentage of them were outside of 
the fire protection area.  The department bought a l924 White Salvage Wagon, primarily to answer calls 
outside the area. 
 
From 1939 until 1941 the department had two chief’s.  They were Bud Young and Henry A. Monohan.  
In September of 1941, John M. Monohan, Jr. became the fire chief and a member of the board of direc-
tors.  It was around this time that the department really started to grow. The new chief learned quickly 
that to stay ahead in the fire service that the department had to expand with the community.  The depart-
ment expanded the training program, bought new fire suppression equipment, and replaced the White 
Salvage Wagon with a new 1941 Ford/Seagrave 500 G.P.M. pumper.  In 1941, they also built a bigger 
firehouse at 115 Breckinridge Lane. 
 
The department was then on the move and since that time has been one of the leaders in the fire service.  
The department was one of the first to use telephone communications from the apparatus and, in the ear-
ly fifties, was the first fire department in the state to utilize two-way radio communications. The depart-
ment was also the first in Kentucky to use self contained breathing apparatus which, at the time, was a 
newcomer to the fire service.  It was also the first volunteer department in Kentucky to have an aerial 
ladder.  Keeping abreast of change and expanding to provide the best possible level of protection have 
always been trademarks of the department. 
 
In 1950, the department added a 1947 .Seagrave 750 G.P.M. pumper to the fleet and in 1952 they moved 
to a much larger fire station at 117 St. Matthews Avenue. In 1954, a new Seagrave 750 G.P.M. quad was 
added and, in 1957, a new Seagrave quint 750 G.P.M. with a 75’ aerial ladder was purchased.  At this 
point the department was operating four pieces of apparatus out of a modern fire station with a well es-
tablished training program. 
 
As the department’s fire protection area grew and the fire potential increased, plans were constantly be-
ing made for the future.  In 1963, a 1250 G.P.M. Seagrave pumper was added to the fleet and in 1969 
they moved to 4114 Lyndon Way into one of the largest and most modern fire stations in the state.  In 
1973, a 1500 G.P.M, pumper was purchased from Mack Trucks, Inc. and in 1976, two more 1500 
G.P.M. Mack pumpers were added.  In  



1983 
April 4, 1983,  Letter: 
 
 

1983 

1983:    A Brief History of Jefferson County Fire Protection District 26. ---  Written in 1983. 
 
 

1800, St. Matthews purchased a Seagrave 100’ tractor-drawn aerial ladder truck.  A fourth 1500 G.P.M. 
Mack pumper was added to the department’s apparatus in 1982. 
 
Albert R. Haeberlin was appointed chief of the fire department in mid—1977 to succeed the retiring 
John M. Monohan, Jr.. During his time as chief, St. Matthews attained an insurance classification rating 
of “class 2”. That rating surpassed the previous best classification ever achieved by a volunteer fire de-
partment, and equaled the best rating in the state. In mid—1983, Haeberlin was elected president of the 
board of directors of the St Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, Inc. 
 
1983 was another year of change and progress for the fire department. Franklin R. Florence was elected 
chief by the board of directors.  The fire department constructed one of the most modern training com-
plexes in the state, as well as adding a second floor to the main bay area of the firehouse.  Finally, in 
1983, the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association initiated steps to convert the fire protection system of 
the community to that of a “fire protection district.”  This conversion was completed the following year 
and the organization’s official title became Jefferson County Fire Protection District No. 26. Also at this 
time, the department changed its name from the St. Matthews Fire Department and became known as 
Station 88. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1983, Typical STMFD identification card 
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Fire Statistics For 1983 

 
Total number fire runs:     429    
Total working fires:      3 
Number of A.M. runs, 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.:  146 
Number of P.M. runs, 12:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.:  283 
 
Number of responses made by fire apparatus: 
 

8801:  283  Chief Al Haeberlin, became Chief Franklin Florence 
8802:  256  Assistant Chief Frank Florence, became Assistant Chief Jack  

     Monohan 
8803:  160  Assistant Chief Jack Monohan, position not filled. 
8804:  19  Major Al Ring, left department and program stopped. 
8805:  24  Program stopped. 
8806:  1  Program stopped. 
8811:  39 
8832  359 
8833:  37 
8834:  183 
8835:  126 
8836:  67 
8855:  91 
8857:  195 
8898:  7 

 
Types of fire runs: 
 

House:     125 
Commercial:     130 
Automobile:     56 
Field & Trash:    23 
Miscellaneous:    88 
Malicious false:    6 
Back up City of Louisville:   1 

 
Working Fires: 

 
July 2, 1983:   408 Springwood   House 
September 17, 1983:  2603 Woodside Road  House  (2 fatalities) 
November 17, 1983:  224 Bonner Avenue   Garage 
 
October 17, 1983:  4001 Dutchmans Lane  Cave In (2 fatalities) 
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Board Of Directors 
 
Al Haeberlin 
Franklin Florence 
Marty Kamer (life time member) 
Durward W. Maynard 
J. M. Monohan III 
Al Ring 
Bill Sparks 
J. P. Terry 
 
 
 

1983 
 

Officers 
 

Chief Franklin Florence 
Assistant Chief Jack Monohan 
Major Al Ring (left 1/1983) 
Capt. Rick Albers 
Captain Sam McCune 
Captain Mike Noland 
Captain Ken Strange 
Captain John Walling 
Captain Bob Wheatley 
Lieutenant Kent Dayton 
Lieutenant Ran Florence 
Lieutenant Doug Mitchell 
Lieutenant John Volkerding 
Lt. Kevin Walley 
Lt. Bill Wilke 

Firefighters 
 
Sgt. Charlie Davis 
Sgt. Mike Davis 
Sgt. Steve Florence 
Sgt. Keith McBride 
Sgt. Walter Ochs 
Sgt. Bill Seng 
Sgt. Joe Wolfe  
 
Marshal Bill Andriot 
Marshal Denney Engnehl 
Marshal Al Haeberlin 
Marshal Marty Kamer 
 

Firefighter II 
Jim Andriot 
Buck Ballinger 
Tom Carroll 
Hall Clifford 
Gary Doyle 
Larry Heaphy 
Doug Hickerson 
Dave Kamer 
Tom Marshall 
Brian Martin 
Kevin Medley 
Mike Noon 
Dwayne Reed 
Ron Unthank 
 

Firefighter I 
Darlayne Davis (Jewell) 
Todd Merkley 
Stuart Monohan 
Don Ryan 
Tony Thoman 
 

Engineer 
Pat Noland 
 

Firefighter A 
Greg Cobb 
Jack O’Toole 
Jim Gibson 
Jim Whitlock 
Tom Willingham 
Joe Brotzge 
 

Firefighter 
Alan Scott 
Greg Kennedy 
Ben Willingham 
Stuart Flowers 
Dee Dee O’Neill 
Mike Wallace 
 
 


