® firstindia.co.in

& firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur X thefirstindia fthefirstindia @thefirstindia

Glamour | Fashion | Bollywood | Hollywood | Lifestyle

JFurst’

JAIPUR, TUESDAY | MARCH 17, 2026

BOLLYWOOD
Lights Up Oscars

he 98th Acade-
my  Awards,
held on March
15, 2026, wit-
nessed a strong
/ [ Indian presence, reflecting
‘ ‘ the country’s growing influ-
ence in global cinema and
entertainment. The star-
studded evening brought
together prominent
personalities from
across the world,
including several
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SOULFUL CULTURAL EVENING!
ajasthan Forum, in collaboration
with ITC Rajputana, hosted an

evening of music and poetry as part of its

acclaimed "Desert Soul" series, featuring
poet Amit Goswami.
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DHURANDHAR

PREVIEWS
mash Records

laborations with the Nita Mukesh
Ambani Cultural Centre.

Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas
also attended the ceremony as a
presenter and took the stage to an-
nounce the Best International Fea-
ture Film award. Filmmaker Gee-
ta Gandbhir earned two documen-
tary nominations for The Perfect

Neighbour and The Devil Is
Busy, while Oscar-win-
ning producer Guneet
Monga was also pre-
sent. Director Neeraj

business leader Isha Ambani, who
attended the ceremony in a vintage
Valentino gown from the 2006 col-
lection, paired with a diamond
choker by Lorraine Schwartz.
During her visit to Los Angeles,
she also interacted with officials at
the Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures regarding potential col-

well-known In-
dian figures from
film, business, and
culture.
Among
spotted at Holly- |
wood’s
film night was

Ghaywan and the team
of Homebound, star-

— m ring Ishaan Khatter

| S ? and Janhvi Kapoor,
also attended, high-

, lighting India’s ex-

panding global cine-
matic footprint.

he upcoming
Bollywood
action-drama
Dhurandhar:
The Revenge, starring
Ranveer Singh, is gener-
ating massive buzz at the
box office ahead of its
release. The film has al-
ready raked in around
Rs. 47 crore nett in India
through advance book-
ings, with South dubbed
versions contributing an
additional Rs. 2 crore
nett, bringing the total
just shy of Rs. 50 crore
across all languages.
Paid previews alone
account for roughly Rs.
22 crore nett, while
opening day collec-
tions have already
crossed Rs. 10 crore
nett. With the Eid

those

biggest

holiday on Saturday, col-
lections are expected to
surge further, adding over
Rs. 6 crore nett. National
cinema chains, including
PVRINOX and Cinepo-
lis, have driven over 75%
of advance ticket sales,
reflecting strong nation-
wide interest.

Industry experts sug-
gest the film is poised to
challenge records, with
Jawan (Hindi) currently
holding the highest ad-
vance of Rs. 55 crore
nett. If the momentum
continues, Dhurandhar:
The Revenge could po-
tentially cross Rs. 100
crore nett in total ad-
vance bookings, setting
a new benchmark for
Bollywood pre-release
collections.

JANHVT'S

Emotional

I NOTE

he sudden demise of celeb-
rity hairstylist Marce Pe-
drozo has left the film in-
dustry in deep shock, with
several stars expressing grief and
sharing heartfelt tributes on so-
cial media. Janhvi Kapoor
penned an emotional note
remembering the hairstylist
who had been a close
friend over the years.
Sharing pictures with
Marce, Janhvi recalled
their hectic work sched-
ules, playful moments and
the strong bond they shared.
She wrote that he was not

Priyanka Chopra & Nick Jonas

SIDHARTH-KARAN |
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Isha Ambani
. —

Film Retltled
Maatrubhuml

ne of the most

anticipated just a part of her team but
films of 2026 ctor Sidharth Malhotra is report- ¢ someone who made
has just under- edly set to reunite with filmmak- & - — _every creative jour-

er Karan Johar for yet another # i

romantic drama under the /4 ey

gone a major shift. The
much-talked- about war

m\ ney special. Call-
» ing him a

drama, originally titled
Battle of Galwan, has
been officially renamed

banner of Dharma Productions. The /f
project, which is currently in advanced /' !
stages of discussion, is expected to be

) “bright

‘ \\ light” in

- their lives,

Maatrubhumi: May War directed by Sharan Sharma. 1/ ! J " the actor
Rest in Peace by Salman If the collaboration materialis- /¥ “¥ expressed
Khan Films, signalling a es, it will continue the profes- ; / how deeply
broader and more reflec- sional association between Mal- ; she would miss his
tive tone for the project. hotra and Johar that began with | | warmth, humour,
The updated title — un- Salmn Khan the actor’s debut in Student of ) and artistic spirit.

veiled alongside a new
poster — aims to highlight
a message of peace and
patriotism, moving be-
yond a direct depiction of
military conflict. The story
draws inspiration from the
historic Galwan Valley
clashes, where Indian sol-
diers faced extreme condi-
tions in a defining moment
of recent history.
Directed by Apoorva
Lakhia and also starring
Chitrangada Singh in a
key role, the film has
sparked significant buzz

across social media and
industry circles follow-
ing the title change.
While earlier promo-
tional material hinted at a
release date in April, the
new poster does not list
any premiere details, leav-
ing fans and trade analysts
speculating about the ex-
act launch timeline. The
production team has yet to
confirm an official release
date, keeping excitement
high as audiences await
further announcements.

the Year more than a decade
ago. The upcoming film is be-
lieved to be an emotionally f
layered relationship drama §
exploring complex human [
connections and modern
love. Reports suggest the
idea was first pitched
to Malhotra last year
and the actor had re-
sponded positively.

The film is likely to

go on floors in |
Mumbai by the |
summer of 2026.

Sidharth
Malhotra

Karan Johar
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City Firs

Divya
Kanwaliya

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

hittorgarh
Mewar
Gaurav
Samman
Season-4,
organised by First India
News on Sunday at Ho-
tel Amrit Manthan,
Chittorgarh, to honour
prominent personalities
of the Mewar region for
their contribution to so-
ciety, public service,
culture and community
development.
Cooperative & Civil
Aviation Minister Gau-
tam Kumar Dak attend-
ed the programme as the
Chief Guest, while CP
Joshi, former BJP state
president and Member
of Parliament from
Chittorgarh, pre51ded

157 Ma Arehy 20?6 Chittorgarh
Asso Sponsors

"Ah

Gautam Kumar Dak and Pawan Arora fellcated Rahul vyas. Also seen are (L- R)Jlnendra Singh Shekhawat AI’JUH Lal Jingar, 5=
Chandrabhan Singh Aakya, CP Joshi, Shrichand Kriplani, Udailal Anjana, IAS Alok Ranjan, Badrilal Jat, IPS Manlsh Tnpathl and Pramod Slsodlya P

over the event.

Among the special
guests present were
Shrichand Kriplani, Ex-
MP, Ex-minister, cur-
rently serving as MLA
from Nimbahera; Chan-
drabhan Singh Aakya,
MLA from Chittorgarh;
Arjunlal Jingar, MLA
from Kapasan; Udailal
Anjana, senior Congress
leader and former min-
ister; Pramod Sisodiya,

cheerful moment at the chlttorgarh Mewa
Gaurav Samman ceremony [/ |11y

Pawan Arora greeted surendra Singh Jadawat

Sponsors
LN ]

Jlnendra Singh Shekhawat fellutated
_Udailal Anjana by presenting a sapling

- \ 7.
Captivated audience

A light moment shared by Pawan Arora,
- CP Joshi and Shrichand Kriplani '\

Mewar's Legacy of Courage and Service
Celebrated in Chittorgarh by
First India News

Congress District Presi-
dent, Chittorgarh; Alok
Ranjan, District Collec-
tor, Chittorgarh; Manish
Tripathi, Superintendent
of Police; Badrilal Jat,
former Dairy Chairman;
and Jinendra Singh

Shekhawat, Senior Edi-
tor at First India.

Under the direction of
Pawan Arora, CEO and
Managing Editor of First
India News, the event
recognised individuals
from the Mewar region

by presenting a sapling [

Dr Anish Jain felicitated by Arjun LalJingar &
Chandrabhan Singh Aakya in the presence of
Gautam Kumar Dak, Pawan Arora & Jinendra Singh Shekhawat

~ ) !
A candid moment as Pawan Arora, CP Joshi and i
shrichand Kriplani interact during the ceremony

Pawan Arora felicitated CP Joshi

and honoured them for
their contribution to so-
ciety, public service,
culture and community
development. Shweta
Mishra Awasthi hosted
the event, while Ghan-
shyam Karol, Vishal
Mathur and Hemant
Sharma coordinated the
programme. PK Agar-
wal delivered the vote of
thanks during the con-
clusion of the event.

(L-R) Gautam Kumar
during the Chittorgarh Mewar Gaurav Samman Season 4 s
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Honouring Excellence & Valour
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k, Pawan Arora, CP Joshi & Shrichand Kriplani

ramod Kumar fIiciated by Gaam Kumar Dak & Pan Aror
in the presence of CP Joshi, Shrichand Kriplani & Udailal Anjana |

Rakesh Panchal felicitated by
Gautam Kumar Dak, Pawan Arora,
CP Joshi & Shrichand Kriplani

Dipti Sethia felicitated by Gautam Kumar Dak, Pawan
Arora and Chandrabhan Singh Aakya

\ ;
Tulsi Ram felicitated by Gautam Kumar Dak,
_Arjun Lal Jingar & Chandrabhan Singh Aakya

Also seen are Gautam Kumar Dak, Jinendra Singh Shekhawat ArJun Lal ngar
Chandrabhan Singh Aakya & Udailal AnJana %__ J | {2

Igbal Ali, Jinendra Slngh shekhawat, sandeep, Deepak, Vishal Mathur, sahil, PK AganNaI sachin, Imran Khan and Shekhar

| ""/\I!\\\R NARC'A _
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SPIRITUAL EVENING CELEBRATES KRISHNA LEELAS

City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

grand con-
fluence of
devotion and
spirituality
marked the commence-
ment of the Shri Krishna
Katha at Jaipur’s pres-
tigious Birla Auditori-
um on Monday. The di-
vine discourse is being
delivered by the es-

teemed spiritual orator
Pundrik Goswami Ma-
haraj, drawing thou-
sands of devotees on the
very first day, who were
deeply immersed in the
enchanting tales of Lord

Shri Krishna’s leelas
(divine pastimes).
Organised under the
aegis of the Okay PLUS
Group, the Katha will
continue till March 18.
The celebrations began

ONEIROS FEST BUZZ!

The annual cultural festival ONEIROS-2026 of Manipal
University Jaipur concluded on a vibrant note after three
days of celebration from March 13 to 15, witnessing
participation from nearly 35,000 students and visitors. The
festival was inaugurated by President Dr Niti Nipun Sharma,
along with Pro-President Dr Karunakar A Kotegar, Provost
Dr Nitu Bhatnagar, and Registrar Dr Amit Soni. Organised

by the Directorate of Student Welfare, the fest featured
around 75 competitions in dance, music, drama, and
literature. Performances by Navjot Ahuja, Tiger Pop, Prakriti
Kakar, Sukriti Kakar, and a grand finale concert by Benny
Dayal added star power, making the festival a memorable
celebration of creativity and youthful energy.

singer Benny Daval with the MUJ Leadership team
TR

DIARIES BY VARTIKA
REAL STORIES OF

SERVICE & SACRIFICE

vartika Jain in conversation
with Major Kavish Aggarwala (Retd)

iaries by Vartika” presents a compel-
ling and insightful episode featuring
Major Kavish Aggarwala (Retd.),

with the auspicious Shri
Krishna Janmotsav, as
devotees rejoiced in the
birth anniversary of
Lord Krishna, creating
an atmosphere filled
with devotion and jubi-

DesertSoul Session

City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

ajasthan
Forum, in
collabora-
tion with
ITC Ra-
jputana, hosted an en-
chanting evening of mu-
sic and poetry on Satur-
day as part of its ac-
claimed “Desert Soul”
series, featuring noted
musician and poet Amit
Goswami. The session
brought together the
city’s cultural and literary
community for a celebra-
tion of artistic expression,
exploring the deep inter-
play between music and
poetry.

The program com-
menced with welcome
remarks from Apra Kuch-
hal, Executive Secretary
of Rajasthan Forum, who
emphasised the vision of
the Desert Soul series as
a platform for meaningful
conversations around art,
culture, and creativity.
The evening then moved
into an engaging conver-

lation. The event was
further graced by Om
Prakash Modi and Sneh
Lata Modi, who joined
in the festivities.

On March 17, narra-
tives of Shri Krishna’s

|

Apra Kuchhal h!
addressing the gathgﬂg_ts

sation between Goswami

and Ruchi Bhargava,
where the poet spoke
about his artistic journey,
reflecting on how musi-
cal discipline and poetic
depth often merge to con-
vey profound emotions.

Goswami also shared
insights into his creative
process, musical training,
and inspirations, keeping
the audience deeply en-
grossed. A lively ques-
tion-and-answer segment
saw several spontaneous
verses from Goswami,
turning the interaction
into a delightful poetic
exchange.

The evening concluded
with felicitations from
Padma Shri Tilak Gitai,

FACULTY SHINE IN COOK-OFF

A“star Chef Competition” was organised at Poornima Institute of Hotel
Management for faculty members, showcasing their culinary skills, creativity
and passion for cooking. Faculty from various departments participated
enthusiastically and presented a range of dishes. The competition was judged
by chef Mohit Kumar from IHG Hotels & Resorts, celebrity judge Vartika Jain and
chef Lokesh Mathur. Deputy Registrar Dr Anmol Chaturvedi won the first prize
for his dish Saanjh Savera Kofta, while Finance Controller Ravi Soni secured
second place for Dal Baati Churma. Virendra Pal Singh won the third prize.

S

Bal-leelas (childhood
pastimes) and the Go-
vardhan Puja will be
shared, highlighting the
playful exploits of the
young Lord and the glo-
ry of lifting Mount Go-

2 RN

s L =]
(L-R) Apra Kuchhal, Gani Moham

Captivated audience

vardhan. The final day,
March 18, will feature
Rasleela, Gopi Geet,
Uddhav Charitra, and
the divine marriage of
Lord Krishna and Ruk-
mini, imparting mes-

mad (Padma Shri awardee),

Ali Mohammad (Padma Shri awardee), Ruchi Bhargava, 355

Amit Goswami, Tila
Sanjay Kaushik 57

/

ai (Padma Shr.
30 e gL

. )
L} A ! 5
Amit Goswami in conversation with Ruchi Bhargava

Padma Shri Ali Moham-
mad, Padma Gani Mo-
hammad, and Sanjay
Kaushik, who honoured
both Goswami and Bhar-
gava with mementoes,
followed by a heartfelt

vote of thanks.

The event reaffirmed
Desert Soul’s commit-
ment to nurturing cultural
dialogue and celebrating
the convergence of words
and music.

SPIRITUAL BOOK LAUNCHED

The book Shri Bal Bhagwat, written by Vallabhi Rajrajeshwari
‘Mausi Ram', was released at Surabhi Sadan in Pinjarapol

sages of love, devotion,
and Dharma.

Earlier, on March 15,
devotees celebrated the
birthday of Renuka
Goswami, Chancellor

of the Nimai Pathshala,

9

‘Mohit, Pa

(L-R) Pankayj, sudesh, Vijay L.

NVH) WIYN =2

nkaj, NM Mathur, sudesh, Prak
PR Rai, Murli Manohar, MLNLEai, Rakesh & Sanjay

The Marudhar Mathur Samaj recently celebrated Holi

with a vibrant Holi Milan at a banquet hall on Aravali

Marg, Mansarovar. The event began with the ceremonial
lamp lighting by Chief Guest, former Assistant Director of
Agriculture, Murli Manohar Mathur, along with President NM
Mathur, former JDA Director NC Mathur, Colonel MLM Rai, and
Vice President PR Rai. Senior community members Prakash
Chand, Vijendra Lal and Prem Prakash were felicitated with
shawls, while Sanjay Mathur received a memento for his recent
promotion. Cultural performances added charm to the evening
as Sushila, Kirti, Manju, Madhuri, Sadhana, and Anupama
presented Marwari songs and devotional bhajans. A lively
dance performance by Vijay Laxmi, Purnima, Shilpi, Barkha,
Urvashi, Priya and Kalpana on the song “Horiyaan Mein Ude

Ae Gulal" received huge applause from the audience. All
participating artists were honoured with mementos, and the
programme concluded with a self-service banquet.

i

ax
Urvashi, Indra, Aayush & NM Mathur

3 NAIM KHAN

with spiritual fervour.
The venue resonated
with chants of “Jai
Shri Krishna!”, trans-
forming the auditorium
into a veritable
Vrindavan.

0
ash Mathur,

mi, Purnima, B

POETRY PRESENTATION!

Jaipur-based publicist and poet Jagdeep
singh presented a copy of his poetry
anthology, When Gods Don't Matter, to
Rajeev Sharma, Director General of Police,
Rajasthan, at his office on Mondav.
Sharma congratulated the author

and expressed interest in reading the
collection, adding that he would share his
thoughts after going through the poems.

Gaushala, Sanganer, with the aim of making religious scriptures
accessible to the younger generation. Alabeli Madhuri Sharan Ji
Maharaj of Saras Nikunj released the book and described it as a
valuable spiritual gift for youth. Author Vallabhi Rajrajeshwari
said the book simplifies the teachings of the Bhagwat for
children. Life coach Medhavi Chitlangia highlighted its simple
language and illustrations. Several dignitaries attended the
event.

Advocate at the Supreme Court and
AFT and former JAG officer of the
Indian Army. In an engaging conversation, Major
Kavish offers a rare glimpse into the real life of an
Army officer—far beyond the heroic portrayals
often seen in films. The episode, hosted by Vartika
Jain, explores the discipline, sacrifices, and re-
sponsibilities that define a soldier’s journey.

He also sheds light on the taxation system af-
fecting Army officers and the complexities of their
professional lives. Major Kavish further explains
the Short Service Commission, highlighting its
advantages, limitations, and how officers balance
demanding careers with family life. Reflecting on
life after service, he shares insights into the emo-
tional transition from military duty to civilian so-
ciety.

The thought-provoking episode is now available
on the First India Plus OTT App, where viewers
can watch the inspiring conversation and explore

TEAM JAIPUR LIFTS
WINNING CUP TROPHY

under the aegis of the Jaipur Polo Season 2026,
Team Jaipur defeated Team Nahargarh 9-4.5 to win
the Shree Cement Cup final at the Rajasthan Polo
Club on Sunday. Padmanabh Singh starred with
seven goals, while Pratap Singh Kanota added two.
Vishal Singh Rathore and Tarun Bilwal scored two
goals each for Nahargarh, while Vigrahraj Singh
Kothariya and Divyamaan Singh Dujod also played

CEMENT GIANT BACKS RAJASTHAN ROYALS

POSTER UNVEILED! 3 SUNIL SHARMA
A poster for the Shrimad Bhagavat Katha,
scheduled to begin on March 18 at the Pinjarapol
Gaushala on Tonk Road in Sanganer, was unveiled
at the Gopeshwar Mahadev Temple. The event

is being organised under the aegis of Shri Gau
Seva Sankirtan Mandal. President Ramesh

Naiwal, along with Jugal Kishore Jain, Ramavatar
Lakra, Umashankar Gupta, Vishnu Pareekh and
Umashankar Sharma, attended the unveiling. A

JK Lakshmi Cement Limited has
been announced as the Principal
Sponsor of the Rajasthan Rovals for
the 2026 cricket league season on
Monday. As part of the partnership,
the company's logo will feature
prominently on the back of the
team's match jersey and across
team gear, in-stadium branding,

AKSHMI
& crglEN

many more engaging episodes.

=N |
Dr Poonam presented a “Autobiography of a Yogi"
to Vartika Jain. Also seen is Major Kavish Aggarwala (Retd)

Shastri Jaislan'.

Mangal Kalash Yatra will be on today, followed
by daily discourse sessions by Pt Rampal Sharma

23 MUKESH KIRADOO 2|
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for the team. Amitabh Sihag of Shree Cement
presented the trophy to the winners.
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and digital platforms during the season. The collaboration brings together two

organisations strongly rooted in Rajasthan. Company officials said the association
aims to strengthen engagement with customers, dealers, and communities while

promoting the state's culture on a national sporting stage.

NEW VICCI CHIEF!

Entrepreneur and social worker Dr Vijay Basotia

has been appointed National President of the Vipra
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VicCl), the
economic wing of the Vipra Foundation, during the
organisation's National Executive meeting held at
Pushkar. Announcing the decision, representatives
from across the country welcomed his appointment
and expressed confidence in his leadership. Dr £

Basotia called the role a mission to strengthen economic empowerment
by promoting entrepreneurship and guiding youth to become job creators
through mentorship, training, networking and investment opportunities.
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MLA Balmukund Acharya with TC Kothari, Dr Lonlka "
Dr Varsha Lodha, Dr Sailesh Lodha and Harihar Bhadauria |

City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

specialised
healthcare
facility, An-
amaya-—
Center for
Obesity, Diabetes and En-
docrinology, was inaugu-
rated on Sunday in Jaipur,
marking a significant step
towards  strengthening
treatment and awareness
in metabolic and hormo-
nal disorders.

The clinic was formal-
ly inaugurated by emi-
nent endocrinologist Dr

. Y

Anil Bhansali, a globally
recognised authority in
endocrinology and for-
mer Head of the Depart-
ment of Endocrinology at
Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research, along with Dr
Manoj Singh Gaur, Di-
rector of Indian Institute
of Technology Jammu.
Promoted by Dr
Sailesh Lodha and Dr
Varsha Lodha, the cen-
tre aims to provide com-
prehensive care for con-
ditions such as diabetes,
thyroid disorders, obe-
sity and other endocrine

GRAND FAGOTSAV GATHERING!
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New HealthiIni itiative!

diseases. Speaking at
the event, Dr Bhansali
emphasised that life-

R TTIT T

The grand FORTI Fagotsav-2026, organised by the Federation of Rajasthan Trade and Industry
(FORTI), witnessed participation from over 3,000 people at the EP East Lawn in Jaipur. The
celebration was attended by Suresh Rawat, MLAs Kuldeep Dhankad and Rafiq Khan, BJP
leaders Ramcharan Bohra, Ashok Parnami and Ashok Lahoti, along with Kusum Yadav, Police
commissioner Sachin Mittal and IPS officer Yogesh Dadhich. FORTI President Suresh Agarwal
said the festival has become a hallmark celebration for Jaipur's business community, offering
entrepreneurs a vibrant platform to celebrate culture, music and cuisine with their families.

: i ol
(L-R) sanjeev Lodha, Preeti ¢ and DrVarsha Lodha

style-related ailments
are rapidly increasing
and specialised centres

like Anamaya are essen-
tial to ensure early diag-
nosis, prevention and
effective treatment.

Dr Gaur also high-
lighted the importance
of integrating advanced
medical knowledge with
patient-centred care to
tackle the growing bur-
den of metabolic disor-
ders. Located at BL
Tower on 80 Feet Road,
Tonk Road, the clinic
seeks to offer expert
consultation, modern di-
agnostic facilities and
holistic management for
endocrine health.
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GLOBAL
GLAMOUR

DrJagdeesh Chandra
along with Nikhil Anand
(National Director, Miss
Universe India) and
Manika Vishwakarma
(Miss Universe, India

2025) accompanied by
models and titleholders of
Miss International India,
Miss Teen International
India and Miss Teen
Multinational India, during
a tourism and professional
photoshoot assignment for
Bharat24 Fashion and the
City First page of First India
News in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam on Saturday.

Players Auction Held for Professional Premier
Tennis League Season 3 in Jaipur

Players go under hammer

City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

he  players’
auction  for
Professional
Premier Ten-
nis League (PPTL) Sea-
son 3 was held on Sunday
at Hilton Jaipur. The
league is being organised
by the VEDA SPSL Foun-
dation with the aim of
promoting tennis and pro-
viding a competitive plat-
form for emerging players
across the country.
The auction was conduct-
ed by renowned quiz mas-
ter, cricket commentator
and auctioneer Charu
Sharma, who is also the
co-founder and director of
the Pro Kabaddi League.
Sharma successfully car-
ried out the bidding pro-
cess in which owners of
16 teams selected a total
of 128 players for the up-
coming season.

The tournament has re-

(L R) Dr Remant IAS Naveen Mahajan, Baljinder Pal Singh,

Charu Sharma, Virendra Singh and Naveen Sharma [

ceived support from
sponsors including Dun-
lop India, Deloitte, Vivo
Rajasthan, ACT Fibernet,
Amul India and Sustally.
EV manufacturer VinFast
has joined as the EV Part-
ner. Other supporting
partners include Singh
Pride, Tennis Khelo, Bae-
cars, Geostorm, SGM
Outdoor, SportVot, Hu-
dle, KMT and Gallium.
First India News is asso-
ciated with the event as
the official media partner.

According to Virendra
Singh and Director of the
SPSL Foundation, the

Vishnu Datta Sharma Memorial Lecture

M Ol

(L R) Baljlnder pal Slngh
Charu Sharma &Vlrendra S| th

PPTL S-3 will be held
from April 9 to 12, 2026
at Field Club Udaipur,
bringing together talented
players from across India.

‘Youth crucial for Viksit Bharat’

City First
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

memorial lec-
ture in honour
of Vishnu
Dutt Sharma
was held on Sunday at
the Prakrit Bharati Acad-
emy in Malviya Nagar.
Jointly organised by the
Centre for Administra-
tive Change and the In-
dian Institute of Public
Administration, and cen-
tred on the theme ‘Devel-
oped India: From Dream
to Reality.” The pro-
gramme marked the 36th

pes | = 2
Amitabh Ranjan addressing the lecture on wiksit Bnarat From Dream to Reallty" m

Also seen are Prof Ramesh K Arora, SS Bissa and Dr Satish K Batra Siss=—=a="",

Vishnu Dutt Memorial
Lecture.

The programme was
attended by a large num-
ber of officials, retired
administrators, and stu-
dents. Amitabh Ranjan,
Registrar of IIPA, was

the keynote speaker, and
he emphasised that In-
dia’s rich tradition of
knowledge, science, and
culture—from ancient
scholars like Aryabhata,
Sushruta, and Charaka—
has guided the world and
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continues to be relevant
in modern development.

Ranjan  highlighted
that achieving the goal of
a developed India criti-
cally depends on the ac-
tive participation of
youth. Former IAS of-

TAJ MAHAL, NEW DELHI, LEADS INCLUSIVE PURPLE FEST INITIATIVE

ficer SS Bissa and Dr
Ramesh K Arora also
spoke on Sharma’s per-
sonality and administra-
tive excellence. Satish
Batra and other dignitar-
ies were present during
the lecture which was pre-
sided over by SS Bissa.
Vishnu Dutt Sharma
served as the Home Sec-
retary of Rajasthan, was
a member of the Ra-
jasthan Public Service
Commission and also
chaired the Rajasthan Sa-
hitya Academy, leaving a
lasting legacy in admin-
istration and literature.

City First

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

n a heart-warming
celebration of in-
clusion and empa-
thy, the team from

i.

CARE AND MASS',
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Taj Mahal, New Delhi,
proudly participated in the
President’s visionary initia-
tive, Purple Fest, hosted at the
iconic Rashtrapati Bhawan.

This unique and inclusive
festival was designed to em-
power individuals with
physical disabilities, autism,
limb loss, and other chal-
lenges—celebrating abili-
ties and fostering a spirit of
community and belonging
like never before.

Our contribution to this no-
ble initiative was both mean-
ingful and memorable. With
241 volunteers serving over
10,000 beneficiaries, the Taj

Taj Mahal, New Delhi, along with team members

Mahal, New Delhi team,
along with esteemed col-
leagues from the Regional Of-
fice led by Rohit Khosla, Ex-
ecutive Vice President - Op-
erations, North & East Region,
played a key role in supporting
participants throughout the
event. From ensuring a seam-
less and enriching on-ground

experience to curating nutri-
tious meals for thousands,
every touchpoint was deliv-
ered with the warmth, sincer-

ity, and heartfelt care that truly
define Tajness.
The specially curated

menu for Purple Fest reflect-
ed not only the culinary ex-
cellence of the Taj but also

deep compassion—mindful-
ly designed to accommodate
dietary sensitivities and nu-
tritional requirements, ensur-
ing that each meal was both
nourishing and comforting.
The joy and gratitude wit-
nessed in the eyes of the
beneficiaries served as a
powerful reminder that hos-

Rohit Khosla extended support
by serving beneficiaries

pitality has the profound
power to heal, uplift and
connect. This initiative
stands as a proud testament
to our Paathya and ESG+
commitments, reaffirming
our dedication to responsi-
ble citizenship, inclusivity
and creating a meaningful,
positive social impact.

Members of Taj Mahal, New Delhi,
contributed to the President's initiative, Purple Fest
DU T,
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