
 

 

 

Concept Note 

 

From Words to Actions: Catalyzing multi-sectoral alliances to co-create indigenous-

led financing mechanisms for inclusive nature-based solutions 
 

Panel discussion - Interactive dialogue with senior officials and leaders who are working to incorporate 

Indigenous-based solutions into climate decision-making and climate finance. 

 

Hosted by: The FSC Indigenous Foundation, USAID, C4UN 

Date and Time: 23rd September. 9:30am – 12:30pm (3hrs) 

Venue: Bahai International Community UN Office, 866 United Nations Plaza Suite 120, 

corner of the 48th Street and 1st Avenue. 

Format: Hybrid Event (Register) 

Panelists: Network of Indigenous and Local Populations for the Sustainable Management 

of Forest Ecosystems in Central Africa (REPALEAC), FSC Indigenous Foundation, (FSC-IF), the 

Coalition for the UN we need (C4UN), GWL Voices for Change and Inclusion, Mesoamerican 

Alliance of Peoples and Forests (AMPB). 

Background:  Indigenous Peoples live in harmony with nature and help safeguard Mother 

Earth, its natural resources, and ecosystems. They manage a quarter of the world’s land 

surface, containing even richer biodiversity than protected areas. Indigenous Peoples and 

their territories are a source of global solutions to climate change.   

The exclusion of the global value of Indigenous Peoples and their rights, ancestral 

knowledge, livelihoods, ecosystem services, natural capital, and territories into nature-

based and climate solutions will cause the failure of any effort to protect the future of 

everyone on the Planet. These communities are repositories of several solutions to the 

climate crisis. Respecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples and increasing their participation 

in climate-based solutions is critical to achieve the Paris Agreement's goals and fostering 

climate resilience, and reduce risks to all sectors. 

Safeguarding the future by promoting and catalyzing Indigenous-based solutions through 

Climate Finance  

Only a fraction of funding for climate and nature-based solutions has directly reached 

Indigenous Peoples’ organizations and local communities in the past decade. Indigenous-

led financial mechanisms are the fuel to safeguard Indigenous customary rights and value 

their livelihoods and practices as an underlying principle to promote sustainable 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZzjEiz7PSQKFw1RULjKcPg


development and catalyze scalable and long-term climate solutions. Indigenous-based 

solutions have proved to be effective to protect Mother Earth for centuries. The 

transmission of traditional ancestral knowledge plays a crucial role in biodiversity 

conservation, and they have an essential collective and community role as caretakers of 

natural resources and guardians of scientific knowledge for climate action. 

Many Indigenous women are also taking the lead in defending lands and territories and 

advocating for the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples around the world. The 

participation of Indigenous women is vital to the success of climate action.  
 

Context 

Climate Week New York is a space for heads of state, government officials, CEOs, and civil 

society leaders to share their global outlook on climate change and actions, putting climate 

in context of today’s world. It’s an ideal space to engage with key actors and the broader 

climate community and invite them to consider the potential of achieving win-win 

outcomes by being inclusive with Indigenous Peoples and incorporating them into climate 

finance. This event is an inclusive effort to bring together Indigenous Peoples and multiple 

stakeholders interested in engaging with Indigenous Peoples to exchange on existing 

Indigenous-led finance models and identify ways of integration and collaboration to achieve 

common goals toward piloting Indigenous-led funding initiatives worldwide. 

Structure of the panel discussion  

The panel discussion will be oriented to be an interactive dialogue focused on the following 

topics: 

- Indigenous Voices: The role of Indigenous Peoples and local communities in 

climate action and the knowledge that Indigenous communities bring to climate 

response is often ignored or underestimated. How can we ensure that 

Indigenous voices are heard at the highest levels of decision-making in climate 

change mitigation and adaption policies, and ensure women’s involvement in 

climate action? 

 

- Indigenous-led Initiatives: Examples of Indigenous-led collaborative 

conservation projects and nature-based climate change solutions. Re-imagining 

the financial architecture of global climate finance, how can we promote multi-

sectoral alliances to co-create Indigenous-led financing for inclusive climate-

based solutions? 

 

- Strategic Alliances: Identify partnership opportunities to strengthen Indigenous-

led initiatives and boost climate financing to Indigenous communities to help 

them to secure land rights and preserve forested areas. Very little climate 



finance directly benefits forest communities, how can we create stronger 

alliances to conserve forests and other ecosystems? 

 

- Donor perspectives: We need to begin a new era of considering and 

incorporating the perspectives of Indigenous Peoples more effectively in the 

design and implementation of donor assistance and provide ways for 

development practitioners to strengthen the design and management of 

programs that affect Indigenous Peoples. How can we change our practices to 

improve the measurable impacts?  

Agenda 

Time Program Item  Speaker  
9:30 Opening remarks Francisco Souza, FSC-IF Managing Director.  

 
9:35 Brief remarks and the introduction of panelists Moderator: Salina Sanou, IPARD Program Deputy 

Director & FSC-IF Africa Regional Director 
9:40 Indigenous Voices IP Leaders:  

Oumaru Aissatou, REPALEAC 

10:00 Indigenous-led Initiatives Francisco Souza, FSC-IF Managing Director  
Gustavo Sanchez, Red MOCAF, AMPB 
 

10:40 Donor 
Perspectives: 
Investing in the 
fight against 
Climate Change  

IPARD as an initiative to create, 

support, facilitate the development 

and execution of IP-led initiatives 

USAID (TBD)  

 

How the SGP supports strengthening 
the Indigenous Peoples and 
Community-Conserved Territories 

Yoko Watanabe, Manager of the GEF Small 
Grants Programme SGP at UNDP (TBD)  

 
 

11:10 Climate justice requires Women’s Leadership Maria F. Espinosa, GWL Voices for Change and 

Inclusion  
11:20 Q & A Moderator: Salina Sanou, IPARD Program Deputy 

Director & FSC-IF Africa Regional Director 
11:45 Closing Remarks and road-map plan to COP27 

 
Moderator: Salina Sanou, IPARD Program Deputy 
Director & FSC-IF Africa Regional Director 

11:50 Networking Session  
 

Networking Space  

12:30 End of the Event 
 

 


