
Providing legal assistance to vic�ms of human 
trafficking in criminal proceedings to persons 
harmed by criminal acts and to witnesses, as well 
as filing claims for damages and legal counseling;
Fil ing lawsuits and represen�ng in civi l 
proceedings for compensa�on and other rights 
of human trafficking vic�ms;

Represen�ng vic�ms of human trafficking in 
proceedings to exercise rights in administra�ve, 
execu�ve, and other procedures before 
competent authori�es and courts;

Providing legal support to vic�ms of human 
trafficking in procedures for obtaining temporary 
residence, asylum, or other types of protec�on 
prescribed by law and subordinate legisla�on;

Educa�ng and advising vic�ms of human 
trafficking about their rights and procedures 
related to their case;

Monitoring the applica�on of laws and policies 
related to vic�ms of human trafficking and 
advoca�ng their interests in the process of 
developing public policies;

Coopera�ng with other organiza�ons and 
ins�tu�ons to be�er protect and support vic�ms 
of human trafficking, as well as with civil society 
organiza�ons.
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FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE AND
REPRESENTATION OF VICTIMS OF 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA:

WHAT WE DO:



 The protec�on of vic�ms of human trafficking 

in criminal proceedings is regulated by criminal 

laws that are applied at the level of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Brčko District of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Federa�on of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, and Republika Srpska, and these 

laws provide the basis for the criminal 

prosecu�on and punishment of perpetrators. All 

these laws, in accordance with the division of 

legisla�ve jurisdic�on in criminal law ma�ers 

between the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and its en��es, prescribe the criminal offense of 

human trafficking.

The provision of assistance to vic�ms of human 

trafficking in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 

regulated by the Law on Foreigners, the 

Rulebook on the Protec�on of Foreign Vic�ms of 

Trafficking, and the Rules on the Protec�on of 

Vic�ms and Witnesses of Trafficking who are 

ci�zens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 

other legisla�ve and subordinate acts that 

regulate specific areas or prescribe a certain 

range of rights and protec�on for vic�ms of 

trafficking.

Vic�ms of human trafficking in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina have the right to protec�on during 

criminal proceedings against perpetrators of the 

crime of human trafficking, including the right to 

rapid and effec�ve protec�on of  their 

fundamental rights, such as the right to life, 

freedom and security, the right to integrity, the 

right to privacy, and the right to a fair trial.

The Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

also provides specific measures for the 

protec�on of vic�ms of human trafficking, such 

as protec�on of the vic�m's iden�ty, protec�on 

from addi�onal violence and in�mida�on, 

provision of appropriate medical and psychological 

support, and protec�on of the vic�m from further 

trauma�c experience.

Furthermore, vic�ms of human trafficking in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina have the right to adequate protec�on 

measures, including accommoda�on in a safe house, 

financial support, and professional assistance, as well 

as help in re-socializa�on, repatria�on, and return to 

their countries of origin.

In criminal proceedings, vic�ms of human trafficking 

also have the right to rapid and effec�ve legal 

assistance and protec�on by the police, prosecu�on, 

and court.

In civil proceedings, vic�ms of human trafficking have 

the right to compensa�on for material and non-

material damages suffered due to this crime, including 

physical and emo�onal injuries, loss of income, and 

medical expenses. In civil proceedings, vic�ms of 

human trafficking also have the right to protect their 

rights, including the right to respect for their privacy 

and dignity, the right to an effec�ve trial, and the right 

to adequate representa�on in legal disputes.

Administra�ve proceedings are conducted to resolve 

administra�ve ma�ers related to vic�ms of human 

trafficking, such as asylum requests or protec�on from 

deporta�on. In administra�ve proceedings, vic�ms of 

human trafficking also have the right to adequate and 

efficient procedures, including the right to a quick and 

efficient response to their requests, the right to be 

informed about their rights and obliga�ons, and the 

right to fair and objec�ve treatment by the competent 

authori�es.

Advoca�ng for the rights of vic�ms of human trafficking 

and proac�vely punishing perpetrators of this crime is 

important because vic�ms are o�en unaware of their 

rights and how to protect them. Vic�ms o�en live in 

fear and lack support in seeking jus�ce. By advoca�ng 

for their rights, vic�ms of human trafficking 

have the opportunity to receive the necessary 

support and assistance and to oppose the 

viola�on of their rights, and by advoca�ng for 

changes  in  laws and pol ic ies ,  further 

strengthening of the protec�on of vic�ms' rights 

and the enhancement of puni�ve measures for 

traffickers will be achieved.

Public educa�on and awareness of relevant 

ins�tu�ons about the problem of human 

trafficking and the rights of vic�ms are 

important parts of advocacy ac�vi�es. The goal 

is to ensure awareness of the problem and the 

need to strengthen the protec�on of vic�ms' 

rights.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina,  there is  a 

Coordina�on Mechanism for the Protec�on of 

V i c � m s  o f  Tr a ffi c k i n g ,  c o n s i s � n g  o f 

representa�ves of various state ins�tu�ons, 

including the police, courts, government 

agencies for the protec�on of human rights, and 

civil society organiza�ons.

Coopera�on between the coordina�on 

mechanism for the protec�on of vic�ms of 

human trafficking and monitoring teams and 

civil society organiza�ons is of key importance 

for the successful fight against human trafficking 

and the protec�on of vic�ms in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina.

These ins�tu�ons and organiza�ons collaborate 

to ensure that vic�ms of human trafficking are 

protected as efficiently as possible, that they 

receive the help and support they need, and 

that human trafficking in the country is 

effec�vely combated.

"This leaflet is published with the support of the American 
people through the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). The content of the leaflet is the sole 
responsibility of VPBiH and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of USAID or the Government of the United States.”


