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What is your mission? In January 2025, an NHK program paid
attention to this question at the Angkor Wat Exhibition Corner
in Bldg.6 of Sophia University. This exhibition marked the
completion of the so-called ‘Sophia Mission’ in Cambodia, a
partnership that has spanned over 33 years and has seen
significant contributions made by Professor Ishizawa Yoshiaki
and the university. It focused not only on research, but also on
developing human resourcing and training, with his philosophy,
of international cooperation ‘by the Cambodians, for the
Cambodians’. As a Sophia student, and inspired by his mentor,
Prof. Ishizawa found his lifelong mission in Cambodia
and considered this as Sophia Mission based on our educational
principle, “For Others, With Others”. We hope that our current
students would also find their mission during their student life
and make a lifelong commitment.

Our journey began with the arrival of Saint Francis Xavier to
Japan in 1549, with a strong thirst for knowledge and a
recognition of the value of contributing to Japanese society
through learning and education. He was one of the founding
members of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), a Catholic male
religious order, and his vision of “creating a university in
Japan’s capital” was passed on to Jesuit priests who eventually
founded Sophia University in 1913 and Rokko Junior/Senior
High School in 1937, Sophia University Junior College Division
(established as Sophia Junior College) in 1973, Eiko Gakuen
Junior and Senior High School in 1947, Hiroshima Gakuin Junior
and Senior High School in 1956, and Sophia-Fukuoka
Junior-Senior High School in 1932, now under the Sophia
School Corporation.

Today, the world is facing various challenges such as violent
conflicts or human-made tragedies, climate changes, etc., so it
is even more crucial to focus on our mission today which is
rooted in Christian humanism. Our long-term plan for the
school corporation called “Grand Layout 3.0 - Towards 2030"
(2023-2030) and its 10 Commitments are truly guided by the
founding philosophy “Sophia - Bringing the World Together,”
and our education spirit, “For Others, With Others” to
undertake various reforms in response to a turbulent world.
Responding to the call of Pope Francis, to be pilgrims of hope
and mercy, Sophia University gratefully remembers all our
benefactors for their outstanding contributions to our mission
of education, research, and social engagement. In order to
fulfill our commitments, your cooperation and support is
inevitable. | seek your understanding and cooperation as we
pursue these endeavors together in the spirit of HOPE.

(April 2025)
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Society of Jesus and Educational Initiatives
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(The Foundation of the Society of Jesus)

The Society of Jesus is a male Catholic religious congregation
founded by Saint Ignatius of Loyola, who hailed from the Basque
region of Northern Spain. He instituted the congregation along
with a group of six like-minded students at the University of
Paris, among whom was Saint Francis Xavier. The congregation
was formally endorsed by His Holiness Pope Paul lll, in 1540.
Inspired by the charisma of the order, which involved departing
to all corners of the globe in order to assist others whenever sent
forth by the Pope, Jesuits cruised or trekked to areas as diverse
as North and South America, Africa, and India, besides other
regions. They were also commissioned to serve at the Council of
Trent, that was convened for the reform of the Catholic Church.

{Educational Initiatives)

Almost from the time of the establishment of their
congregation, the Jesuits realized that school-based education
constituted a vital contribution towards the shaping of
individuals, and the enhancing of their social and spiritual values.
Starting with a Jesuit College that was launched in the city of
Messina in Sicily in 1548, over a period of the 8 years, until the
death of Ignatius in 1556, 38 schools and universities were
opened in major European cities, and Jesuit academic institutes
spread around the world. The educational methods employed
for the shaping of human character were directed by the
“Spiritual Exercises,” a work authored by Ignatius himself and
based on his own spiritual encounters. These methods focus on
“magis,” the concept of securing deeper human understanding,
and educating people to live “for others and with others.” Over
1.7 million students study in the 3,400 and more Jesuit schools
and their associate schools, that are grounded in this educational
philosophy.
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St. Francis Xavier comes to Japan.
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The Society of Jesus accepts the Pope Pius X's request to establish higher educational institution in Japan.
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Three Jesuit priests arrive in Japan again to prepare for the establishment of a university.

i P YN o YA

Sophia School Corporation (Jochi Gakuin) is founded.
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Ministry of Education approves establishment of Sophia University under Special School Law.
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Sophia is reorganized as a full-fledged university under University Law.
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Night-school program of Sophia University is established; Fukuoka Catholic Seminary School is opened, which will be renamed to
Taisei Junior High School (middle school under the pre-war school system ) in 1936.
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Rokko Junior High School is incorporated as an incorporated foundation, which will be reorganized and incorporated as Rokko
Gakuin School Corporation in 1950.
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Rokko Junior High School (middle school under the pre-war school system) is opened.
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Rokko Junior High School is reorganized into Rokko Junior and Senior High School; Eiko Junior High School is opened, which will
be renamed to Eiko Gakuen Junior High School in 1949.
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Sophia University begins operation under provisions of post war School Education Law; Taisei Senior High School is opened.
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Eiko Gakuen Senior High School is opened.
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Sophia School Corporation as an academic legal entity is founded according to provisions of Private School Law; graduate
programs at the Master’s level are started; Taisei Gakuen Corporation is founded.
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Hiroshima Gakuin School Corporation is founded; Hiroshima Gakuin Junior High School is opened.
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Eiko Gakuen School Corporation is founded.
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Hiroshima Gakuin Senior High School is opened.
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Specialized training college courses in social welfare are started at Sophia.
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The social welfare courses are reorganized into a separate Specialized Training College named Sophia School of Social Welfare.
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Sophia Junior College is founded.
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Sophia School of Social Welfare is reorganized into a Professional Training College.
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School corporation Seibo Gakuen is merged with Sophia School Corporation, with Seibo Nursing School and Seibo College merged
into Sophia University; Taisei Junior and Senior High School renamed to Sophia-Fukuoka Junior-Senior High School.
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Sophia Junior College is renamed to Sophia University Junior College Division.
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Celebration of 100th anniversary of Sophia University's founding, 40th anniversary of Sophia Junior College's founding, and 50th
anniversary of Sophia School of Social Welfare's founding.
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A new Sophia School Corporation is structured based upon the merger of Sophia School Corporation, Eiko Gakuen School
Corporation, Rokko Gakuin School Corporation, Hiroshima Gakuin School Corporation and Taisei Gakuen School Corporation.
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Sophia School Corporation Jesuit Center is founded.
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Sophia University Catholic Center and Sophia School Corporation Jesuit Center are merged and reorganized as Sophia School
Corporation Catholic Jesuit Center.
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Sophia School of Social Welfare is closed.

LRGSR E T 2 ZEREEY  Educational institutions operated by Sophia School Corporation
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Graduate School (10 Graduate Schools and 1 Graduate Degree Program)
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Sophia University Faculty (9 Faculties 29 Departments)
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Sophia University Junior College Division
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Sophia University Junior College Division
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M General Information

Founding : 1913
President : Miki Sugimura

{Educational Philosophy)

Sophia University was founded in 1913 carrying on the vision of the
Jesuit missionary St. Francis Xavier who came to Japan in 1549 to
promote Christianity in Japan. The educational spirit of Sophia
University, “For Others, With Others” reflects the Jesuit educational
spirit which means that each person should use his or her talents not only
for their own interests but also to help others and seek self-realization
through serving others. Education at Sophia is based on Christian
humanism, rooted in both neighborliness and worldliness, and seeks to
reflect and deepen the understanding of human dignity and to build
world peace and human security through approaches to international
relations, environmental and human rights issues, and more.

{Educational Policy)

In order to address the increasingly diverse and complex issues facing
the world, to acquire both in-depth expertise and broad liberal arts
knowledge is essential. Sophia University has 9 faculties and 29
departments on one campus, each with carefully designed educational
structures for students to foster expertise in respective fields. In
addition, the one-campus environment facilitates interdisciplinary and
cross-disciplinary learning through collaboration of various departments
and faculties.

Furthermore, a wide range of programs in Japan and overseas, such as
internships or practical learning-based programs, are available for
students to acquire the skills to thrive in a global society.

ERAE
Sophia University

Student enrollment : 2,841 undergraduate, 782 graduate and 10 course of Midwifery students
University [9 Faculties] Theology / Humanities / Human Sciences / Law / Economics / Foreign Studies / Global Studies / Liberal Arts

/ Science and Technology

[10 Graduate Schools] Theology / Humanities / Applied Religious Studies / Human Sciences / Law / Economics / Languages and Linguistics
/ Global Studies / Science and Technology / Global Environmental Studies

[1 Graduate Degree Program] Applied Data Sciences
[Non-degree post-graduate course] Course of Midwifery
Address : 7-1 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 102-8554, JAPAN
Phone : +81-3-3238-3111
Website : https://www.sophia.ac.jp/
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B General Information

Founding : 1973

President : Hiroshi Yamamoto

Department : Department of English Language
Student Recruitment : Suspended after 2025

Address : 999 Sannoudai, Kamiozuki, Hadano-shi, Kanagawa Prefecture, 257-0005, JAPAN

Phone : +81-463-83-9331
Website : https://www.jrc.sophia.ac.jp/

{Educational Philosophy)

The Sophia University Junior College Division was established in response to
Sophia University's focus with respect to enhance women's education.

Fr. Gerald Barry, S.J., who laid the foundation of Sophia Junior College (now
Sophia University Junior College Division) as the first president and chairman
of the preparatory committee for its establishment, delivered the following
timeless message to all women studying here:

“Our education is based on the principles of Christian humanism. Based on
this foundation, the primary goal is not only to provide thorough study in
specialized fields, but also to foster individuals equipped with a rich culture
and a well-rounded personality, through the spirit of Catholicism. In
addition, as in our affiliated Sophia University, another objective is to serve
as a bridge between Eastern and Western cultures. For this reason, our
faculty is international in nature, and students are naturally enabled to
acquire a broad perspective and global mindset. Along with these two goals,
students are expected to grasp 'Language Spirit' while learning in English.
Through their efforts, each student will be able to discover themselves and
further enrich their personal development.” (Exhibit: "Guide to New Sophia
Junior College", 1972)

Our education, according to Fr. Barry's intent, seeks to promote the pursuit
and practice of our 'Sophia's Spirit', while fostering individuals with a diverse
knowledge and extensive social contacts, coupled with profound
appreciation and faith, capable of bringing this educational philosophy to
fruition.

{Educational Policy)

The major goal of the educational program of the English Department of the
Sophia University Junior College Division is to develop students' English
language skills effectively. By further equipping students with knowledge in
liberal arts and specialized fields, we aim to develop human resources who
can play active roles in the international community where people of diverse
cultural backgrounds are to live in harmony into future.

Another key feature of our curriculum is the "Service Learning" program:
students engage in volunteer work such as teaching English to local children
or teaching Japanese to foreign nationals in the community, which helps
students’ further growth outside the campus.

RS IIR AR
Sophia University
Junior College Division
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M General Information
Founding : 1947
Principal : Osamu Yagishita

Student enrollment : 180 at Junior High School and 180 students at Senior High School

Address : 4-1-1 Tamanawa, Kamakura, Kanagawa Prefecture, 247-0071, JAPAN
Phone : +81-467-46-7711
Website : http://ekh.jp/

{Educational Philosophy)

The basic philosophy of Eiko Gakuen's education is based on Christian
values and the spirit of Ignatius, the founder of the Society of Jesuits, to
help each student develop his God-given abilities to the fullest.

In a Jesuit education, students are expected to excel in a variety of
areas, i.e., excellence. However, this is not based on comparisons with
others, but on developing one's own potential to the fullest in
accordance with one's stage of development. In addition, students are
expected to use their abilities for the benefit of others and to develop a
spirit of working together with others.

{Educational Policy)

Eiko Gakuen believes that the family plays an extremely important role
in a child's education, and works closely with parents. In addition to
individual interviews with homeroom teachers, we hold parent-teacher
conferences twice a year for each grade level, as well as "district
conferences."

The ability to think and act from a global perspective is a common
quality required by Jesuit education. In order to achieve this, Eiko
Gakuen utilizes the worldwide Jesuit education network and works in
collaboration with Jesuit schools in the Philippines and the United
States.
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{Education Philosophy)

While our school mission is to foster “leaders who serve others and to be with

others”, we are also committed to reflect and discover “what is timeless in

transient life”. To achieve this:

1. We recognize the good qualities within ourselves and others, and to build
relationships of mutual growth based on respect and diligence.

2. We develop individual talents and encourage individuals to find joy in making
a contribution for the betterment of others.

3. We nurture the intellect to detect the true nature of all matters while finding
the truth through experiences and reflections.

4. We foster global citizens with broad perspectives by providing opportunities
to touch on diversified ideas and cultures.

5. We foster individuals who will take leadership in bringing about justice and
peace for the world.

{Educational Policy)

At Rokko Junior / Senior High School, we have traditionally focused on nurturing

the following three areas: |. Strong mind and body, II. Independence, Ill. A rich

mind and spirit.

In details, following dedications are made:

I. Students engage in daily cleaning and physical training to develop a strong mind
and body and to promote self-discipline as part of moral education.

IIl. Each student is encouraged to take responsibility for his own actions and to
act proactively in daily school life, as well as in planning events and other
extracurricular activities.

Through Christianity, students explore ways of life. Through charity including
street fundraising and volunteering in welfare facilities, a rich mind and spirit
is nurtured.

We take full advantage of the integrated junior and senior high school education
system to provide effective guidance over six-years, setting learning objectives
for each stage. We pay close attention to each student's learning and provide
support as needed.
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B General Information
Founding : 1937
Principal : Sumio Takahashi

Student enrollment : 192 at Junior High School and 192 at Senior High School
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Address : 2-4-1, Shinohara, Obanoyama-cho, Nada-ku, Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture, 657-0015, JAPAN Rokko

Phone : +81-78-871-4161
Website : http://www.rokkogakuin.ed.jp/public_html/index.html

Junior / Senior High School
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Hiroshima Gakuin Junior and Senior High School
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B General Information
Founding : 1956
Principal : Yusuke Abe

Student enrollment : 200 at junior high school and 200 at senior high school
Address : 1-630 Furueue, Nishi-ku, Hiroshima, Hiroshima Prefecture, 733-0875, JAPAN

Phone : +81-82-271-0241
Website : http://www.hiroshimagakuin.ed.jp/

{Educational Philosophy)

Hiroshima Gakuin was founded in 1956 by the Society of Jesus in the
hopes of promoting the restoration of the country after the atomic
bombing and ensuring world peace. Based on the belief, "Puerilis
Institutio est Renovatio Mundi (Educating the Youth is Renewing the
World)”, the Society of Jesus has been committed to nurture
“individuals willing to serve for the welfare of humankind with a spirit of
dedication and joy”. Hiroshima Gakuin has adopted this Jesuit
educational philosophy as its foundation, and aims to foster students
who strive to work as "Men for Others, with Others”. We provide holistic
education through all our educational activities in a caring, supportive
atmosphere where students are encouraged to further develop their
God-given talents. We are also committed to provide an education that
values each student as a unique individual.

{Educational Policy)

Hiroshima Gakuin aims to achieve following educational goals:

+ Education that values each unique individual

+ Education that nurtures a spirit of self-discipline

- Education that fosters a spirit of caring for others

- Education that develops the ability to determine values

+ Education that fosters willingness to act proactively

- Education that fosters aspirations for the greater good
As a part of our effort to promote global education and exchange,
we host students from our partner institutions in the Philippines.

In addition, we also conduct various volunteer activities including
fund-raising events as part of our community service.
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B General Information
Founding : 1932
Principal : lwao Funabashi

Student enrollment : 160 at junior high school and 160 at senior high school (coeducational since April 2012)
Address : 1-10-10 Terukuni, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka, Fukuoka Prefecture, 810-0032, JAPAN

Phone : +81-92-712-7181
Website: http://www.sophia-fukuoka.ed.jp/

{Educational Philosophy)
The mission of Sophia-Fukuoka Junior-Senior High School is to nurture
“leaders who are able to discern higher truth, to be a bridge to the world
and to serve others! To fulfill our mission, we aim to foster the following
capacity in each individual:

1. Equipped with Christian humanism

2. Demonstrate leadership to serve others

3. Globally competent

Our goal is to foster individuals who are well informed of global issues and
capable of contributing to a better world collaborating with diverse groups
of people.

{Educational Policy)

1. Fostering of Christian humanism
During religion classes and at “time for reflection” after lunch,
we encourage students to recognize the love of God through the Bible and
to view the world and themselves as they are.

2. Leadership to serve others
Through the experience of being involved in extracurricular activities,
volunteer works, and organizing school events such as the sports and
cultural festivals, students nurture their empathy and gain skills
to collaborate with others.

3. Capacity to thrive in a global society
During “Studies For Others,” our Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary
Study, students are encouraged to use their own unique talents in tackling
real world issues for the common good by applying the basic knowledge
and skills acquired at classroom subjects. Students are also urged to enhance
their English skills to the fullest extent possible through interactive activities
in English classes, and other opportunities such as speech contests,
exchanges with international students, and the study trip abroad.
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