
Advanced 1- Idioms based on time 
 
Idioms based on time 
 
Class Objective: 
 
Concept A: What is the meaning of an Idiom? 
 
Definition: An Idiom is a group of words whose meaning is not directly linked to those 

of the individual words. The meaning of the idiom is not the literal meaning of the 

words. They can be either a part of a sentence or a full-sentence and can be used 

independently. 

Examples: 

My Mom’s recipe came in handy when I was baking a cake. 

I tried to learn Spanish but it's a hot potato.  

Concept B: Meaning and usage 

Idiom Meaning  Usage 

Time flies Time passes extremely 
quickly 

Time flies when we are having fun. 

Beat the clock 

 

Finish something before 
time is up, before a 
deadline. 

I need to beat the clock and finish 

the dinner before the guests 

arrive. 

Better late than never Doing something late is 
better than not doing it at 
all. 

It's better late than never to get 
tested and stay safe. 

In the long run In the long term Exercise and diet helps in better 
health in the long run. 

In the nick of time Before it's too late The ambulance arrived in the nick 
of time and took my grandfather. 

Call it a day To finish working on 
something,  

We need to call it a day, we have 
been working on this project since 
the afternoon. 






