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Basic Conjugations and common verbs 
 

Class Objective: 
 
I will be able to learn and use the Basic Conjugations and common verbs in Dutch. 
 
Concept A: Introduction 
 
Verbs are used to describe someone, something that can be performed, or an event 
that is happening.  
 
Examples: 
 

●​ Lopen - to walk 
●​ Koken - to cook 
●​ Fietsen - to cycle 

 
There are 8 different tenses in Dutch. 
 

●​ Most Dutch verbs are regular verbs, 'zwakke werkwoorden' (weak verbs), 
these are verbs that are all conjugated the same way.  

●​ The Dutch language also has many irregular verbs, known as 'sterke 
werkwoorden' (strong verbs), which conjugate differently in some of the 
tenses. These can be grouped together to make it easier to remember how to 
conjugate them. 

●​ There are 6 completely irregular verbs, that are not actually irregular in every 
tense. 

 

Present Simple Ik ga naar tennis. - I go to tennis. 
Ik maak mijn huiswerk. - I do my 
homework. 

Present Perfect Ik ben naar tennis gegaan. - I have gone to 
tennis.  
Ik heb mijn huiswerk gemaakt. - I have 
done my homework. 

Past Simple Gisteren ging ik naar tennis. - I went to 
tennis yesterday. 
Ik maakte mijn huiswerk. - I did my 
homework. 

Past Perfect Ik was naar tennis gegaan. - I had gone to 
tennis.  
Ik had mijn huiswerk gedaan.- I had done 
my homework. 














