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Adverbs in Chinese 
 

Class Objective: I will be able to list out and use adverbs in sentences in Chinese. 
 
Concept A: Introduction 

Adverbs are known as ‘副词 (fùcí)’ in Chinese. 

Adverbs are words that modify verbs and adjectives. In Chinese, word order of adverbs is 

much stricter than in English. Chinese adverbs normally come before the main verb of a 

sentence, but in some cases come right at the beginning of a sentence. 

Grammar Tips: 
 

●​ While in English adverbs are usually formed by adding (-ly) to adjectives. In Mandarin 
many adverbs are formed from adjectives, simply by adding the suffix  DE to 
adjectives. 

 
Examples: 

❖​ Man (slow) becomes man de (slowly) 
❖​ Kuai (quick) becomes kuai de (quickly) 

 
●​ While, some words are adverbs by nature,   

 
Example: xian zai  (now) 
 
Concept B: Some commonly used adverbs 
 

 
 
 
Concept C: Types of adverbs 
 
 

https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Verb















