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Review 4 
 

Class Objective: I will be able to recall the concepts and answer the questions 
appropirately. 
 
Concept A: Parts of Speech: 
 

1.​ There are 3 parts of Speech in Arabic Grammar. Every word that we 
read/speak will fall into following 3 categories, 

A.​ Ism (اسم) Noun 
B.​ Fa'il (فعل) Verb 
C.​ Harf (حرف) Preposition 

Ism (اسم) 
Ism in Arabic Grammar can be compared to nouns in English language. e.g. فاطمة زيد,  
 ,from an Arabic sentence there are few signs, like, Al اسم etc. To identify ,كتاب
Tanween and Harf-e-jar before any word etc. 
 
Examples: 

Al-nas, Al-mar’ah, Saghirun, Min al-qareeb, Fatimah, Akber. Delhi etc. 
 
 Fa'il (فعل)  
Fa'il in Arabic grammar can be compared to verbs in English language e.g. يذهب كتب,  
 ,اخرج
Signs of Fa'il ( الفعل علامات ) like, Qad , Seen, sawfa, Lam before a word and المتكلم تاء  
(Tae mutakallim)  
 
Examples; 
Qad Zahaba, Sa Azhabu, Saufa, Azhabu, Hasalat, Namat etc. 
 
Harf (حرف) 
Harf in Arabic grammar can be compared to prepositions in English language 
Examples; 

على عن إلى من  
 
Concept B: A question word is a word that is used to ask for information.  
To ask in Arabic, we use interrogative particles ُالاسِْتِفْهَام حُرُوْف  (Huroof al-istefham) and 
interrogative nouns ُالاسِْتِفْهَام أَسْمَاء (Asma’u al-istefham), using Arabic grammatical terms. 
Combined, they are called ُالاسِْتِفْهَام أَدَوَات  (Adwatu al-istefham)– interrogative particles. 

الاسِْتِفْهَام أَدَوَاتُ  (Adwatu al-istefham) with example 
To ask a wh-question in Arabic, we use one of seven interrogative nouns. These are: 
 أَيّ how’, and‘ كَيْفَ ,’how many/much‘ كَمْ ,’where‘ أَيْنَ ,’when‘ مَتَى ,’what‘ مَا ,’who‘ مَنْ
‘which.’  
Examples: 
















