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Alphabets 
 

Class objective:  
 
I will be able to identify and write Italian alphabets.  
 
Concept A: Vowels and diphthongs  
 
The Italian alphabet has 21 letters. 
A, E, I, O, U are called "vowels". The others are called "consonants". 
 

 
Concept B: Consonants 
 

 
 
Notes 

●​ c = [ʧ] before i or e, and [k] elsewhere 
●​ g = [ʤ] before i or e, and [g] elsewhere 
●​ s = [z] between vowels, and when next to a voiced consonant, e.g. sguardo, 

and [s] elsewhere 
●​ sc = [ʃ] before i or e, and [sk] before a, o or u 
●​ A double consonant is longer version of a single consonant and shortens the 

preceding vowel 






