Conjunctions 1
Class Objective:- | will be able to understand and use conjunctions in sentences.

Concept A- what is Conjunction?

Conjunctions can be used to connect words, phrases, clauses, and even entire sentences.
They themselves cannot act as sentence elements. Instead, they come between the
elements to connect them in some way. Unlike English, Chinese conjunctions need to have
something next to them, so they cannot just be at the end of the sentence, as sometimes
happens in English. Unlike adjectives and verbs, conjunctions are not reduplicated.

Concept B - Functions of Chinese conjunctions

conjunctions connect ideas and can show the relationship between them. Some of the more
commonly expressed relationships include coordination (and), causality (so), condition
(because), supposition (if), alternation (or), and succession (then). Less common
relationships include inference, transition, concession, enumeration, and progression.

Concept C- Types of Conjuctions

1. And (0 — hé)- This is the most common way to express “and” in Chinese, but it's not
the only way. For now, just remember that the word %1 (hé) is mainly used to link
nouns.

e She has been to Beijing and Shanghai.

AL LRI LS.
ta qu guo béi jing hé shang hai

e | like tea and coffee.
= RFE O,
woO Xi huan cha hé ka féi

e Are you and he both students?
fRFNMthER 2 22 £ D ?
ni hé ta dou shi xué shéng ma

2. Or (8%#& — huo zhé; & & — hai shi)
The word “or” is a bit tricky in Chinese. If it's a statement, you use & (hud zh&); if
it's a question, you use &2 (hai shi). Let’s take a look at two examples of each to
better understand the usage of “or.”

e We want to go to the park or the cinema.
BNEELEHEBER.

wO men yao qu gong yuan hud zhé dian ying yuan
e Do you want to eat noodles or rice?
{RAENZEIE B KIR?

ni xiang cht mian hai shi mi fan

e We can go hiking tomorrow or the day after.
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