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Kana and its sisters ( وأخواتها كان ) (verb in Arabic Grammar) 
 

Class Objective: Today, we will learn some special verbs that change the noun case 
in the nominal sentence. 
 
Concept A: These are verbs that change the noun case: 
 

English Transliterations Arabic 

To become/was Kana كان 

To become Amsa أمسى 

To become Asbaha أصبح 

To become Azha أضحى 

To become Bata بات 

To become Sara صار 

Negative Laisa ليس 

To continue Zalla ظل 

To continue Man fakka انفك ما 

To continue Ma fatia فتيء ما 

To continue Ma bariha برح ما 

To continue Ma zala زال ما 

As long as Ma dama دام ما 

 
Examples: 
 

English Transliterations Arabic 

The student became 
successful. 

ASbaHat aT-Taalibatu 
naajiHatan. 

 ناجحةَ. الطالبةُ أصبحت

The people are still 
optimistic. 

Ma zaala š-ša3bu 
mutafaa'ilan. 

 متفائلا. الشعبُ زالَ ما

The student became 
hardworking. 

Azha al-ttablibu 
nasheetan. 

 نشيطا. الطالب أضحى

The muslimg remained Zalla al-muslimu saiman. صائما. المسلم ظل 

 








