Sentence patterns
Class Objective: | will be able to understand basic chinese sentence patterns.

Concept A: Expressing Existence with 7£ (zai)
The verb 7£ (zai) can be used to express “existence in a place”. This is similar to English in
which we use “to be at” or “to be in” to express the same.
The structure: subject +7£ (zai) + place
For example:
e F7E £, WO zai Shanghai. | am in Shanghai.
o (i 17EZEE, Tamen zai Yinggud. They are in England.

1£ can also be used as a preposition or adverb.
o FHEZFHX, WS zai xué zhdngwén. | am learning Chinese.
e {RF¥EHik. NI zai youydng. You are swimming.

Concept B: Basic Negative Form
In Chinese, there are basically two adverbs used for negation: 1. 4~ (bu) and 2. ;&/&
(méilyodu).
Both are placed before the verb in a sentence.
e Note that 2 (shi) cannot be negated with i&/& (méi/ybu), and & (ybu) cannot be
negated with 4~ (bu).

4 (bu) is used to negate an action done at the present:
o HESEKAFZFEHRIL, WO jintian bt xué Zhongwén. | am not studying Chinese today.
o HSEXAFRZET,WSjintian bu qule. | won't go today.

It can also be used to negate an action in the future:
o BAZEH A EdE, Mingnian wd bu qu Zhéngguo. | won’t go to China next year.
o FHHAXA LZFE, WO mingtian bu shangxué. | will not go to school tomorrow.

Or for a habitual action:
o FEXEFFEH., Zhoumo wd bu kanshd. | don’t read books on the weekend.
o FEERIBIN, WO tdngchang bu changgé. | don’t usually sing.

% (méi) is used to negate & (you) — & F (méiydu) — and means that one “does not
have”.
The negative form of & (ydu) is always ;&& (méiyou), never & (buydu).
o HiZRADERK, WO méiydu Zhongguo péngydu. | don’t have Chinese friends.
o HMREREHK. WO deka Il méiydu gian. My card does not have money.

Concept C: interrogative sentence

# (shéi): who

4. (shén me): what

BBE (na Ii): where*

B4 (na ge): which

4. 8% (shén me shi hou): when
JHt 4. (wei shén me): why

ok wdh~
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