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Family relations 
 العائلة( )العلاقات

Class Objective: In this class, we will list out words and terms of family relations, 
members and its uses. 

Concept A: Arabic Vocabulary for Family Members 

There are certain words which are used for expressing family relation. Like, 
father أب/Abun, mother أم/ Ummun, son ابن/ Ibn, daughter ابنة/ Ibnah etc.  

Vocabulary Examples 

Ab (أب) uhibbu abi ( أبي أحب ) 

Umm (أم)  uhibbu Ummi ( أمي أحب ) 

 a’kh (أخ) uhibbu akhi ( أخي أحب ) 

Ukhtah (أخت)  Uhibbu Ukhti ( أختي أحب ) 

Concept:B The word “Family” in Arabic may be used in two cases: 

1- When pointing to one’s small family which consist of the father, the mother, and 
their children together. In this case the word Family in Arabic is translated as “Usrah” 
 أفراد) ”and the word Family Members in Arabic is translated as “Afradu Al-Usrah (أسرة)
 (الأسرة

2- When pointing to the big family which may include one’s grand-parents, uncles, 
cousins, in-laws, etc… In this case the word Family in Arabic is translated as “‘Ailah” 
 أفراد) ”and the word Family Members in Arabic is translated as “Afradu Al-‘Ailah (عائلة)
 (العائلة

Sometimes the Arabic word “‘Ailah” (عائلة ) can be used interchangeably to indicate 
both small and big family in Arabic. However, the word “Usrah” (أسرة ) is always used 
to indicate one’s small family as explained previously. 

Concept C: 1) Expression 












