Sentence patterns
Class Objective: to be able to understand and learn all the sentence patterns.

Concept A: Subject + Verb Sentence

You can form very simple sentences with just two words, a subject + verb.
For example:

FAC (WO mang): I'm busy.

F (wd) means “I” (or in some cases “me”). I (mang) means “busy”.

o FE (woléi): I'm tired.
HZE (wod yao): | want.
e {REZ (ni chl): You eat.

Concept B: Subject + Verb + Object
The next basic sentence structure of Mandarin Chinese is the same as in English: subject +
verb + object.
For Example:
o FZE{R (wo aini): I love you.
o FLMZZEER (WO chi pinggud): | eat apples.
o HAIEICNIE (wdmen xihuan hanyl): We like Chinese.

Concept C: . The =& (shi) Sentence
This is a sentence in which the main verb is “shi” (z), which is translated as the verb “to be

or “is”.
The sentence structure : subject + Z (shi) + object.

”

For example:
o I EIF (WS shildoshi): | am a teacher.
o 2 ESR (ta shi yanyuan): She is an actor.
o X ZEHAN (zheé shi dianndo): This is a computer.
e AR FHL (na shi shouji): That is a phone.

Concept D: The 13 (ma) Question?

Asking a I8 (ma) question is similar to asking a yes or no question in English.

To make a I question, we simply add the particle 1§ at the end of the statement. This
means that any statement can be turned into a question.

For example:{/RE X MIBE (ni xihuan kaféi): You like coffee.

We simply turn it into a question by adding the particle 15 (ma) at the end of the
sentence.

{RERMIEE? Ni xihuan kaféi ma? Do you like coffee?
Statement The & Question

o REFED. fREHG?

ni zai kanshd ni zai kanshd ma?
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