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INTRODUCTION

TODAY'S REPEAL OF THE LAW OUTLAWING THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND PENALIZING MEMBERSHIP
IN IT MOVES FORWARD OUR EFFORTS TO ATTAIN ENDURING PEACE.

THE HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS NEW REPUBLIC ACT IS UNDERLINED BY THE FACT THAT IT IS
THE VERY FIRST LAW THAT THE NINTH CONGRESS HAS PASSED AND THE FIRST ONE WHICH THIS PRESIDENT
HAS APPROVED.

REPUBLIC ACT 1700 WAS PASSED 35 YEARS AGO -- WHEN COMMUNISM SEEMED THE WAVE OF
THE FUTURE -- BY A PHILIPPINE STATE FEARFUL OF BEING SUBMERGED IN ITS TIDE.

TODAY WE REPEAL IT -- CONFIDENT OF OUR NATIONAL STABILITY, AND CONFIRMED IN THE
RESILIENCE OF OUR DEMOCRACY. BY ASSURING COMMUNIST INSURGENTS OF POLITICAL SPACE, WE ALSO
CHALLENGE THEM TO COMPETE UNDER OUR CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM AND FREE MARKET OF IDEAS --
WHICH ARE GUARANTEED BY THE RULE OF LAW .

WE ARE REACHING OUT TO COMMUNIST REBELS WITHOUT ANY ILLUSIONS THAT THE REST OF THE
WAY WILL BE EASY.

EVEN SO, WE ARE WILLING TO SIT AND DIALOGUE WITH THEM -- IN THE HOPE THAT WE CAN PUT AN
END TO THE KILLING AND THE SUFFERING; AND BRING BACK TO CIVIL SOCIETY THE YOUNG MEN AND
WOMEN -- THE CADRES OF THE MOVEMENT -- WHO ARE ALSO ITS SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS.

IT IS TO THESE YOUNG PEOPLE THAT MY HEART GOES OUT -- AS PRESIDENT, AS COMMANDER-IN-
CHIEF, AS A VETERAN, AS A PARENT.

TO THESE YOUNG FILIPINOS | SAY:

YOU HAVE FOUGHT LONG ENOUGH. YOU HAVE PROVED YOUR COURAGE. NOW, TAKE THE PEACE
WE OFFER: A PEACE WITH HONOR AND JUSTICE, A PEACE THAT WILL ENABLE YOU TO TAKE HOLD OF YOUR
LIFE AGAIN AND REJOIN THE MAINSTREAM OF PHILIPPINE SOCIETY IN THE REBUILDING OF THE NATION.

MY GOVERNMENT IS ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF REBELLION -- AND NOT JUST ITS
SYMPTOMS. WE ARE DETERMINED TO REDUCE POVERTY, REMEDY INJUSTICE, REMOVE IGNORANCE AND
PROTECT THE LAW-ABIDING.

| SEE POSITIVE AND MEANINGFUL ROLES FOR ALL CONCERNED FILIPINOS IN THE GOOD SOCIETY WE
ARE ALL TRYING TO BUILD -- FOR THE CPP/NPA/NDF THE CONSTRUCTIVE KIND OF ROLE THAT YOUR
ERSTWHILE COMRADE BERNABE BUSCAYNO, "COMMANDER DANTE" HAS FOUND FOR HIMSELF.

I THANK MOST SINCERELY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR THEIR RESPONSIVE
AND EXPEDITIOUS ACTION ON THIS PRIORITY ADMINISTRATION BILL. INDEED OUR UNIFIED EFFORTS TO
EFFECT THE REPEAL OF RA 1700 AS PART OF THE GOVERNMENT'S COMPREHENSIVE PEACE PACKAGE AUGURS
WELL FOR OUR COMMON GOAL TO ESTABLISH THE CONDITIONS NECESSARY TO MAKE THE PHILIPPINES A
BETTER PLACE TO LIVE IN AND ENABLE IT TO REGAIN A RESPECTED AND DIGNIFIED PLACE IN THE
COMMUNITY OF NATIONS.

CONGRATULATIONS AND MY HIGHEST COMMENDATIONS.

THANK YOU AND GOOD AFTERNOON.
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