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It has been a constant and collective effort of The IP Press
Team to bring to its readers the most recent news in the
field of IP not just stated but analyzed and thought
provoked. Whilst the blog also discusses traditional IP
concepts time and again, we bring to you The IP Press
Newsletter to keep you up to the minute with the events
happening in the IP world ranging from trademarks to
patents and everything in between. We hope our readers
will enjoy this endeavour and find it informative. With a lot
of happiness and excitement, we present to you the
seventh edition of The IP Press Newsletter! Best wishes to
the team always!
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Content Writer
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Message from the
Editor’s Desk!
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It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to
the seventh edition of The IP Press Newsletter, for the
month of February 2021. This newsletter will cover full
range of IP Laws related hot shorts across the globe! It
includes recent “legal updates” in the fields of
Patents, Trade marks, Copyright and Geographical
Indications. 

However, this is very much your newsletter. Therefore,
please provide feedback to our team at
theippress@gmail.com as to what more you would
like to see in this newsletter. We trust that you will
enjoy our sixth edition of the newsletter and we will
look forward to hearing from you all!

Message from the
Author’s Desk!

mailto:theippress@gmail.com


The members of the European Parliament have
backed a joint proposal by India and South Africa for
waiver on intellectual property rights for COVID-19
vaccine patents. The proposal jointly moved by India
and South Africa requests a waiver to be granted to
WTO members so that they do not have to
implement, apply or enforce certain obligations
related to COVID-19 products and technologies.

The European Patent Office has published a
document titled “EPO Strategic Plan 2023” which
aims to provide a clear guideline for achieving a new
vision for the EPO distributed over five goals. It
outlines the actions and initiatives to be taken and
the improvements required to deliver sustainability
and excellence.

PATENTS HIGHLIGHTS

EU Parliamentarians back India
- South Africa proposal on
patent waivers for COVID-19
vaccine.

To read further click here: 
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/europe/eu-
parliamentarians-strongly-back-india-south-africa-
proposal-for-covid-vaccine-patent-
waiver20210205044636/

Bulletin: EPO Strategic Plan
2023 published.

To read further click here: 
https://www.epo.org/about-
us/office/strategy/introduction.html
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EPO publishes study for small
businesses on economic
benefits of owning IPR. 

The European Patent Office (EPO) and the European
Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) have
released a study which shows that companies which
own at least one patent, registered design or trade
mark generate on average 20% higher revenues per
employee than companies which do not own any of
those intellectual property rights (IPRs).

You may read more about this study: 
https://www.epo.org/news-
events/news/2021/20210208.html

lPO: Draft Patents (Amendment)
Rules, 2021 published!

On the 9th of February 2021, the Indian Patent Office
has published the Draft Patents (Amendment) Rules,
2021 which shall come into effect from the 9th of
March 2021 and any objections/ suggestions must be
submitted to the government before this date. The
amended rules propose to reduce the filing fee of
educational institutions and make them eligible for
expedited examination. 

To access the notification click here: 
https://ipindia.gov.in/writereaddata/Portal/Images/p
df/Draft_Amendment_Rules__2021_Published_in_G
azette_of_India.pdf

Click  to access the study report:
http://babylon.internal.epo.org/projects/babylon/epo
net.nsf/0/7120D0280636B3E6C1258673004A8698/$F
ILE/ipr_performance_study_en.pdf
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Minister of State for Finance has proposed the
“Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions
of Service) Bill, 2021” which seeks to abolish certain
tribunals and authorities such as the Intellectual
Property Appellate Board, Plant Varieties Protection
Appellate Tribunal and Appellate Tribunal under the
Cinematograph Act among others. The bill aims to
provide a mechanism for filing appeals directly to
the Commercial Court or the High Court and transfer
all such pending cases before such tribunals or
authorities to the Commercial Court or the High
Court.

To access the Bill click here: 
https://www.prsindia.org/sites/default/files/bill_files/
The%20Tribunals%20Reforms%20%28Rationalisati
on%20and%20Conditions%20of%20Service%29%2
0Bill%2C2021.pdf

The Patent System: EPO member
states agree on common practices
under a joint initiative.
In a move to align administrative practices between
the EPO and Europe’s national IP offices, the EPO
member states have agreed on common practices
under a joint initiative which includes “the areas of
examination of unity of invention, designation of the
inventor” and others. The same were endorsed by
member states at a meeting of the organisation’s
Administrative Council in December 2020.

Central Government: bill to
abolish tribunals such as IPAB
and 4 others.

To access the notification click here: 
https://www.epo.org/news-
events/news/2021/20210212a.html
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COPYRIGHT HIGHLIGHTS
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Recently, the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) has published the draft National
Strategy on Blockchain, in consultation with various
stakeholders including academia, industry and
government. MeitY has now issued a notification
calling for suggestions from the public with regard
to the draft on “National Strategy on Blockchain”.

On February 25, 2021, the Government of India,
notified the ‘Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021’. The Rules will regulate functioning of internet
intermediaries, digital media outlets and streaming
platforms and aims to provide ordinary users of
digital platforms an opportunity to redress their
grievances.

National strategy on
blockchain: MeitY announces
public consultation for draft!

A copy of the notification may be accessed:
https://www.meity.gov.in/content/draft-national-
strategy-blockchain

To access the copy of the draft click here: 
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Nation
alStrategyBCT_%20Jan2021_final.pdf

Government of India: Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 notified!

To access the press release click here: 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?
PRID=1700749

https://www.meity.gov.in/content/draft-national-strategy-blockchain
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/NationalStrategyBCT_%20Jan2021_final.pdf
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1700749
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1700749
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1700749


Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has filed a case
against Cambridge Analytica and Global Science
Research Ltd. for “illegal harvesting of personal data
from Facebook users”. Facebook had authorized
Global Science Research’s app to collect specific
data-sets of its users for research and academic
purposes.
But on the contrary, Global Science Research Ltd, UK
dishonestly and fraudulently accessed data of app
users of “this is your digital life” and their Facebook
friends. The investigation was launched in 2018, after
Facebook had claimed that the data of about 87
million Facebook users might have been misused by
the Cambridge Analytica. This included five lakh
Indian users whose accounts had also been
compromised

TRADEMARK HIGHLIGHTS

CBI : case against Cambridge
Analytica and Global Science
Research Ltd. 

To read further click here: 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics
-and-nation/cbi-files-case-against-cambridge-
analytica-for-illegal-harvesting-of-facebook-users-
data-in-india/articleshow/80400033.cms?from=mdr
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CashPay is a new platform that uses Utility Token
($CPZ) or cryptocurrency to make transactions
happen and has plans to offer a variety of services
including CashPay Shop, CashPay EZ (Payment
Gateway) and CashPay Passport (Merchant Wallet)
which brings eCommerce a step closer to
Blockchain Technology through an open distributed
ledger that records transactions between two
parties in a decentralized manner that involves trust,
faster transactions, no hidden costs, etc. The
platform is going to begin with an initial
implementation of the $CPZ (token), closely
followed by CPZ Beta. The company will also be
launching country-specific ecommerce websites and
smartphone apps.

President Donald Trump pardoned Anthony
Levandowski, a former Google engineer, who stole
trade secrets related to robotic vehicles and started
his own company, Otto. The Otto was later acquired
by Uber for USD 680 million. Levandowski had
downloaded a trove of Google’s self-driving car
technology, leading to 33 counts of intellectual
property theft against him for which he was
sentenced to 18 months in prison

Bulletin: Trump pardons Google
Engineer who stole trade secrets.

To read further click here: 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2021/jan/20/anthony-levandowski-google-
uber-pardon-donald-trump
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CashPay: new cryptocurrency e-
commerce market place launched.

To read further click here: 
https://news.bitcoin.com/cashpay-e-commerce-
marketplace-powered-by-cryptocurrency-launched/

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/20/anthony-levandowski-google-uber-pardon-donald-trump
https://news.bitcoin.com/cashpay-e-commerce-marketplace-powered-by-cryptocurrency-launched/


A criminal black-hat hacker group, ShinyHunters,
has leaked 1.9 million Pixlr user records in the dark
web. These contain email addresses, login names,
SHA-512 hashed passwords, a user’s country and
other sensitive information that can be used to carry
out targeted phishing and credential-stuffing
attacks. The hacker claimed they stole the database
during their November breach of 123rf, where they
stole 8.3 million user records which included phone
numbers, addresses, PayPal emails, and IP addresses.
These breaches inform a trend where cyber
criminals are actively targeting organizations to
monetize data.

To read further click here: 
https://www.itpro.com/security/data-
breaches/358406/pixlr-data-breach-exposes-over-19m-
users-info
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Data Breach: 1.9 Million Pixlr
user records exposed!

ByteDance has filed an anti-trust violation suit
against Tencent Holdings for blocking access to the
users of its instant messaging apps such as WeChat
and QQ from ByteDance’s Douyin. This also comes in
light of the new draft regulations issued by China’s
State Administration for Market Regulation (SAMR)
to curb anti-competitive practices among tech
platforms. Furthermore, in December 2020, Tencent
had to pay 5,00,000 Yuan for not reporting past
deals for anti-trust review. 

TM Updates: ByteDance sues
Tencent for anti-competitive
behaviour.

To read further click here: 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-
bytedance-idUSKBN2A2153

https://www.itpro.com/security/data-breaches/358406/pixlr-data-breach-exposes-over-19m-users-info
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-bytedance-idUSKBN2A2153


A company, Qualcomm, was asked by EU anti-trust
regulators to provide more information about its
business practices, in order to assess whether there
was an abuse of its dominant position in the market. 
While Qualcomm alleged that this request exceeded
investigator’s scope, the Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU), Europe’s highest court re-
affirmed the regulator’s right to investigate, stating
that the commission has broad powers provided
under Regulation No.1/2003 to decide whether a
particular piece of information was necessary to
determine infringement of competition law thus
rejecting Qualcomm’s appeal.

To read further click here: 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-qualcomm-
antitrust-idUSKBN29X166

Facebook is planning to file an anti-trust lawsuit
against Apple alleging that the developers are forced
to follow Apple’s App Store rules, which Apple’s own
apps are not obliged to follow. It also alleges that by
not allowing the third party apps to be the default
app, Apple has engaged in anti-competitive
behaviour as Apple’s plan to launch the ATT-App
Tracking Transparency feature seeks to let users
know the apps that are tracking them. 

To read further click here: 
https://www.theinformation.com/articles/facebook-
looks-to-take-its-fight-with-apple-to-court

THE IP PRESS PAGE 10

CJEU: Qualcomm loses case
against EU anti-trust regulators.

Anti-trust lawsuit: Facebook
prepares to file suit against Apple.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-qualcomm-antitrust-idUSKBN29X166
https://www.theinformation.com/articles/facebook-looks-to-take-its-fight-with-apple-to-court


Google announces shutting down of its in-house
studio called SG&E which was planned to create and
release original games. Google stated that it has
stopped investing as it has proved to be extremely
costly to create exclusive content from scratch by its
internal development team, SG&E.
However, Google remains committed in ensuring a
future for Stadia in Cloud gaming services and will
focus on creating the best platform for gamers and
providing technology to its partners. Players can play
all games and will continue to bring third party
games to the platform.

To read further click here: 
https://www.androidpolice.com/2021/02/12/google-
says-over-100-games-will-join-stadia-in-2021-despite-
first-party-studio-closure/
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Bulletin: Google announces closure
of Stadia Game Studio.

https://www.androidpolice.com/2021/02/12/google-says-over-100-games-will-join-stadia-in-2021-despite-first-party-studio-closure/


Spread awareness on the latest IP issues;
Conduct workshops for the IP professionals;
Seminars and video lectures for the IP aspirants;
Review and comment on the IP policies;
Encourage and foster the IP culture;
Career counselling for students who are interested in building their career in IP;
A team of academicians and practitioners to research and advice on the IP disputes.

We believe writing and digitalisation are two ultra-modern weapons of today and torch bearers
for tomorrow. With our thoughts penned down on this blog, we bring you our opinion on the
emerging issues in the intellectual property (IP) laws.

The IP Press is a team of IP-Holics, who started this blog to ensure access to the latest intellectual
property (IP) issues for all the IP hopefuls. Our focus would be to address IP concerns of
stakeholders, students, academicians, researchers, start-ups, etc. and guide them to attain and
enforce their IP rights.

We, not only hold expertise in law and IP, but our team of technically-skilled professionals, IP
specialists and patent agents gives us a better understanding to deal with technical issues in IP.
To focus on national and international issues, we are supported with international IP experts as
well.

Below is an insight into the objectives of starting this initiative:
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Found this newsletter useful?
Subscribe here: https://www.theippress.com/

We are looking forward to hearing from you on,
Website: https://www.theippress.com/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-ip-press/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/theippress
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/theippress/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/theippress
E-mail: theippress@gmail.com
(THE IP PRESS)
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