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GII 2020: COVID19 PANDEMIC'S
EXPECTED IMPACT ON GLOBAL
INNOVATION
The theme of this year’s Global Innovation Index, prepared
by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), is
“Tracking innovation through the COVID-19 crises”. The
questions regarding the impact and the repercussions of
the pandemic on the global economies have been resolved
in this report. The report reiterates its ultimate objective
i.e. to discover what works best in producing an ecosystem
where people can achieve their highest potential,
innovating and creating to improve lives everywhere.
WIPO Director General Daren Tang says, “scientific
output, expenditures in research and development,
intellectual property filings and venture capital deals
continued to grow in 2020, building on strong peak precrisis performance. But much more effort will be needed to
vanquish the pandemic – and the GII can help. The GII’s
overall formula for measuring an economy’s innovative
capacity and output provides clarity for decision-makers in
government, business and elsewhere as they look forward
to creating policies that enable their people to invent and
create more efficiently. That’s key to overcoming the
pandemic and building back better.”
As per the report, Switzerland for another consecutive
year dominated the Index followed by Sweden, U.S.A., U.K.,
Republic of Korea and Netherlands with Republic of Korea
entering the club of top-5 for the first time. India’s
performance has been quite commendable with a surge of
2 positions, it has secured 46th rank in the overall category
and 1st in Central South Asia. Hence, maintained its
position in the top-50 economies 2nd time in a row.
Meanwhile, the top-10 economies were all from the
category of High-income countries.
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ABOUT THE GLOBAL
INNOVATION INDEX
The Global Innovation Index 2021 (GII), in its 14th edition
this year is published by WIPO in partnership with the
Portulans Institute, with the support of corporate network
partners including the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII), Brazilian National Confederation of Industry (CNI),
Ecopetrol Group (Colombia) and the Turkish Exporters
Assembly (TIM).An important new element of the GII
ecosystem this year is the creation of an Academic
Network comprising nine important global academic
institutions: American University in Cairo (Egypt), Cornell
University (United States of America), EGADE Business
School (Mexico), Higher School of Economics (Russian
Federation), INSEAD (France/ Singapore), Lagos Business
School (Nigeria), Peking University (China), Universidad de
Los Andes (Colombia) and University of São Paulo (Brazil).
The GII Academic Network will play a key role in creating
new innovative programs for faculties and students
globally.
The Global Innovation Index 2021 captures the innovation
ecosystem performance of 132 economies and tracks the
most recent global innovation trends. The GII provides
factual evidence and reliable data to inform the many
essential debates around innovation. Indeed, the 2021
edition of the GII proposes the use of a novel GII Global
Innovation Tracker to monitor some of the issues
mentioned above. This new effort is fully in line with the
GII’s goal of advancing a data-based understanding of
innovation.
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Published annually since 2007, the GII is now a leading benchmarking tool for business
executives, policymakers and others seeking insight into the state of innovation around the
world. The core of the GII Report consists of a ranking of world economies’ innovation
capabilities and results. Recognizing the key role of innovation as a driver of economic
growth and prosperity, and the need for a broad vision of innovation applicable to
developed and emerging economies, the GII includes indicators that go beyond the
traditional measures of innovation, such as the level of research and development. The GII
2020 is calculated as the average of two sub-indices. The Innovation Input SubIndex gauges
elements of the national economy which embody innovative activities grouped in five
pillars: (1) Institutions, (2) Human capital and research, (3) Infrastructure, (4) Market
sophistication, and (5) Business sophistication. The Innovation Output SubIndex captures
actual evidence of innovation results, divided in two pillars: (6) Knowledge and technology
outputs and (7) Creative outputs.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
The GII 2021 finds that governments and enterprises
in many parts of the world have scaled up their
investments in innovation during the COVID-19
pandemic. Meantime, scientific output, expenditures in
research and development, intellectual property filings
and venture capital deals continued to grow in 2020,
building on strong peak pre-crisis performance.
COVID-19 continued to spread its wrath this year as
well, however innovation throughout the crisis showed
a silver lining. GII 2021 submitted that investment in
innovation has shown massive resilience, despite
economic shock resulting from the crisis. R&D
expenditure increased by around 10 percent in 2020,
with 60 percent of R&D-intensive firms reporting an
increase. International patent filings via WIPO reached
a new all-time high in 2020. An increase of 3.5 percent
was driven by medical technology, pharmaceuticals
and biotechnology. Venture capital grew by 5.8
percent in 2020 which is factually more than the
average growth rate of the last 10 years.
R&D expenditures:- The top five R&D spending
economies in 2019 were the United States (+10.9
percent), followed by China (+11.1 percent), Japan
(−0.4 percent), Germany (+2.3 percent) and the
Republic of Korea (+4.8 percent). These five economies
have consistently been the world’s major R&D
spenders since 2011. Business R&D expenditure – the
largest component of total global R&D – grew by 7.2
percent in 2019, up from 4.6 percent in 2018.
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In the pharmaceuticals and biotechnology industry,
around 62 percent of companies reported an increase
in R&D spending. The industries with a majority of
companies reporting R&D investment declines include
the automobile as well as the travel, leisure and
personal goods industries, with shares of 68 percent
and 65 percent, respectively.
International patent fillings:- Notwithstanding the
decline in global output, international patent filings
reached a new all-time high in 2020. They increased by
3.5 percent, fueled by particularly fast growth from
China (16 percent). The Republic of Korea and the
United States also saw solid growth, whereas Japan
and most European economies registered declines. The
most dynamic technology fields in 2020 were medical
technology, pharmaceuticals and biotechnology.
Technological Progress:- with the objectives of raising
living standards and providing a safe and healthy
habitat, technological progress continued in varied
fields. For instance, fulfilling the demand of COVID
vaccines highlights the promising nature of scientific
advancement. As of July 2021 – within 16 months of
the pandemic’s onset – more than 3.5 billion people
worldwide had already received at least one jab, which
further tells the progressive nature of technology.
Dominating Countries in GII:- Top 5 ranks are secured
by Switzerland, Sweden, the U.S., U.K and the Republic
of Korea respectively. While the Republic of Korea
entered the top-5 for the first time, the majority of top25 countries hail from Europe.
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Performance of the middle income countries:- only
China manages to secure itself a place in the top-30
most innovative economies. Turkey (41st), Thailand
(43rd), Viet Nam (44th), the Russia Federation (45th),
India (46th), Ukraine (49th) and Montenegro (50th)
make it into the GII top 50 this year. As per the
research, India, Viet Nam, Turkey and Philippines have
the potential to change global innovation landscape for
good.
Performance of the developing countries:- India,
Kenya, the Republic of Moldova, and Viet Nam for the
11th year in a row have overperformed in the index.
However, it’s the first time that Brazil and The Islamic
Republic of Iran and Peru earned the title of
overperformance. The largest no. of overperforming
economies were from Sub-Saharan Africa.
The geography of global innovation is changing
unevenly:- Northern America and Europe continue to
lead far in front of other regions for innovation. The
innovation performance of South East Asia, East Asia,
and Oceania (SEAO) has been the most dynamic in the
past decade, and is the only region closing the gap.
Despite strong performances by the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Chile, the United Arab Emirates and South
Africa – they remain stubbornly a long distance behind.
In Latin America and the Caribbean, only Chile,
Mexico, Costa Rica and Brazil rank among the top 60.
Except for Mexico, few economies in this region have
managed consistently to up their ranking over the past
10 years.
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Impact of Pandemic on science and innovation investments: Global output declined by
3.3 percent in 2020, as containment measures to tackle the pandemic caused overall
demand to decline and supply chains to fail (IMF, 2021). Financial market uncertainty
soared. The key indicators of global science and innovation investments – scientific
publications, research and development (R&D) expenditures, international patent
filings and venture capital deals – reflect this mixed impact of the pandemic.
Technological Progress:- with the objectives of raising living standards and providing a
safe and healthy habitat, technological progress continued in varied fields. For
instance, fulfilling the demand of COVID vaccines highlights the promising nature of
scientific advancement. As of July 2021 – within 16 months of the pandemic’s onset –
more than 3.5 billion people worldwide had already received at least one jab, which
further tells the progressive nature of technology.
Dominating Countries in GII:- Top 5 ranks are secured by Switzerland, Sweden, the
U.S., U.K and the Republic of Korea respectively. While the Republic of Korea entered
the top-5 for the first time, the majority of top-25 countries hail from Europe.
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INDIA’S OUTLOOK
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INDIA’S OUTLOOK
The country’s rank has been consistently rising in the
last few years. From securing 81st position in 2015 to
achieving 46th position in 2021, it has evidently made
significant leaps in the Global Innovation Index(GII).
“The consistent improvement in the GII ranking is
owing to the immense knowledge capital, the vibrant
start-up ecosystem, and the amazing work done by the
public and the private research organizations,” Niti
Aayog, the government’s think tank, said in a
statement.

Moving up two positions since last year (48th in 2020
GII), it has achieved 2nd place among 34 lower middleincome countries topped by Viet Nam , improving its
earlier position of being 3rd in the tally. India has also
been portrayed as successful in developing
sophisticated services that are technologically dynamic
and can be traded internationally
The Innovation index also categorizes different
countries on the basis of geographical regions. It is
highly commendable that India topped the index,
showing performance of 10 economies, of Central and
Southern Asia followed by Islamic Republic of Iran and
Kazakhstan.
Global Leaders in Innovation in 2021:- GII is topped by
Switzerland followed by Sweden and the United States
of America. The countries capturing top-10 positions in
the index belong to the category of High-income
economies. The middle-income category has been
topped by China securing 12th rank in the overall
performance, the lower-middle-income group has been
topped by Vietnam and lastly, the low-income group
has been topped by Rwanda. After entering the
threshold of the top 50 economies last year, India
further progresses to improve two positions in the
overall performance and secured 2nd position in the
Lower-middle income group.
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For the 11th consecutive year India is an Innovation
achiever. It has made impactful leaps broadly in 4
pillars namely, Business Sophistication (52nd) Market
Sophistication (28th) Knowledge and Technology
Outputs (29th) Human Capital and Research (54th).
Political and Operational Stability (80th), Government
Effectiveness (60th). Under Business Sophistication,
India has performed well in Intellectual Property (IP)
payments, % total trade, securing 27th rank. Under
Market Sophistication, the core improvement can be
seen in Trade Diversification and Market trade,
securing 7th rank. Under Knowledge and Technology
Outputs, India has topped in ICT services exports and
ranked 17th in labour productivity growth %.

For the full WIPO GII Report,
click here:
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubd
ocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2021.pdf
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ABOUT THE IP PRESS
The IP Press is a team of IP-Holics, who started this blog to ensure access to the latest intellectual
property (IP) issues for all the IP hopefuls. Our focus would be to address IP concerns of
stakeholders, students, academicians, researchers, start-ups, etc. and guide them to attain and
enforce their IP rights.
We, not only hold expertise in law and IP, but our team of technically-skilled professionals, IP
specialists and patent agents gives us a better understanding to deal with technical issues in IP.
To focus on national and international issues, we are supported with international IP experts as
well.
Below is an insight into the objectives of starting this initiative:
Spread awareness on the latest IP issues;
Conduct workshops for the IP professionals;
Seminars and video lectures for the IP aspirants;
Review and comment on the IP policies;
Encourage and foster the IP culture;
Career counselling for students who are interested in building their career in IP;
A team of academicians and practitioners to research and advice on the IP disputes.

SUBSCRIBE
Found this newsletter useful?
Subscribe here: https://www.theippress.com/

FOLLOW US AT
We are looking forward to hearing from you on,
Website: https://www.theippress.com/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-ip-press/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/theippress
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/theippress/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/theippress
E-mail: theippress@gmail.com
(THE IP PRESS)
FAIR USE DISCLAIMER
The content in this newsletter is provided for educational and
informational purposes only, and is not intended for any other
commercial purpose.

CONTACT US

REPORT PREPARED BY:

Ms. Charu Srivastava
Founder, The IP Press

Mr. Pranesh Prabhakar
Guest Author, The IP Press

Ms. Manya Jain
Founding Partner, The IP Press
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After huge demand for us to start specialised courses on IP, we are here with
our first-ever certificate course on trademark law and advocacy.
This course has been designed by a team of industry experts with the
objective to bridge the gap between theoretical and practical knowledge on
trademark advocacy.
Upon completion of this course, candidates will be well-versed with the
intricacies of trade mark law and will be on the path to find the solutions
thereof.
For further details refer to the brochure here:
https://www.theippress.com/2021/09/28/certificate-course-on-trade-marklaw-and-advocacy/
ABOUT THE COURSE
Protecting a trademark in today’s era is not just about filing and getting it
registered for your client, the importance of association with a mark has now
become a multi-millionaire game. The course intends to equip participants
with the understanding of developments in the area of Trade mark law and
Advocacy.
Participants will get a chance to work on live cases related to filing,
examination, opposition and advocating a mark for the client.
OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE
Develop research skills required to excel in trade mark advocacy.
Understand the substantive as well as procedural aspects of trademark.
Learn how to build arguments around infringement/defence.
Know the practical in & outs of remedies available in a trademark dispute.
Learn how to draft and interpret provisions applicable to the
commercialization of trademarks.
Course fee: INR 2499/Registration link: https://rzp.io/l/kdZFcEs
Course starts on November 9, 2021.
For queries, write to us at theippress@gmail.com
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