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:} ye Never %ee'n one %O ‘WW‘i%G i%OO much %11@% S 50‘1110%111%3 wmm*ols o?o CL‘HCI g m cw%amly Nno wmcml
wtzcwczs S%‘u@ fO‘Yﬂ@CWS %0 160&"% hOW %0 ‘P@ﬁ’fO’Y’m cen %11@ S‘l‘?ﬂ‘PhZS% Ojc mckgw, %u’( fOT me. .. ‘maj’tc
_jus% comes ‘YLCL%‘U,‘YCLN, :} (lO‘n % mean %0 chy 1% § GCLSJ.} fO‘Y me — 1% S cw%am(lj; %CG‘YL jcCW movre (115‘15%‘1’0%5

%’han any wizard 7 ve cver 'hecwﬂ of - but it's mot a s%uclw& skill, So when 7 say T m not much

of a writer, I mean it

Bul in my frankly absurd pas’( few days T we come across a book. @ enuine Wizard's 5 eﬂ‘booﬁ
And T m excited, because T hnow it contains some of %hc sccrets of magic %Ha’c T ve been sea@rchmj

for,
H's been tough going, %110“317/ cven with the aclvcm%qgc of, ou hnow, actually being able o cast

szpcus cﬂwaa}y CL’VLCI SO %0% 10@7‘%1%3 cw@’chmj f«om SC’Y@%J‘L} g ve %een S%G‘YWLQ a’( %1115 1)00.& fO’Y

wha% fccls like fowcwv mlwc c?o:ys 710.5 it ovnly been %71@% 10% ) wﬁh n0 Progress, jus% last ntjh’(,
g fcﬂ like 7'd ﬁﬂna’f@ made a %waﬁﬂp’mgh but 5%111 fno%hmg in %his book is wovﬁin\g fw me,

:7%@% 7 should start at the %@inning? T we heard <pao101e with journals like to do that @nd I do
have a good phce to start, w’ha’( wij(h iﬁp’s whole Barovia ’(711'%3,

Tht’s scems like a 300& idea: let's start ’hew,

Deay \Diary

ﬂ@ name 1s ﬁc&’ﬂwum, and I am a sorcever, NVot a cleric, like Rinnacia, or a warlock, or a
wizard, :\@ magic comes na%u¢a1lay, wi1ﬂ3, and oﬂen umaepcc%cﬂﬂ, Hs a(lwckys %o%ﬂcwc? me move
than cmy%hmg that my magic, %}m@h J can at least somewhat control it by now, doesn' wgfc
work as I want it 1o - sp clls sometimes fizzle out or do The comﬂe% wrong thing for me, Jo that

c'nol g ve S’PG%% %116 ?)05% ‘PQ’Y% Ojc mj We sem*éhmg fOT Answers: hOW &OGS “ma‘g‘lc ‘WOW‘ﬁZ w110¢¢ CIOCS
1% come ch'O‘Wl ﬁuﬂlﬁ/ am %110 wcky

r’ Idﬂ Homc (Z&‘YLI}; fOﬁ’ a lha(ljc—djc %1% caﬁ’b jCOﬁ’ a Hutmcm, cven, &S soon as g &15004’0#’0& emzy
mctqu, g COiJCl“ﬂ % 1101,& mysc1f %aaﬁ g ‘}100510& %0 ﬁ%ow

T went off exploring. 7 can'? say 7 had a destination in mind, or cven a plan, bul I was confdent
in my abilities. 76t the most intelligent move T we ever made, but then T mever claimed o be the

SMCW%GS% or ‘Wi'SGS% pcvson O‘U% ﬂlm’c,

Tt Yook about a year before my first experience with magic, T'd been living on the strects, living
off the charity of strangers, Td always been pretly good at convmcmg people o help me out when
7 needed to, and that saw me through that first year. I was living in Meverwinter at the tme,
having wandered west from Llovkh, Ae vcerwm%cﬂr was a lovely town fo« what 7 was looking for:
the Blacklake district was flled with the vich and ouillible and Begoar's Nest had a graveyard
whtch had some wopcnst’@ for the undead, Komebies, but no onc guite knew why they appeared,

7 had no interest in fiohting the zombies, mind, especially back %ﬁcn when 7 could %cwcly cast a
consistent Fire Bolt, but the source of the magic animating them in the first place had me intrigued,

gwn%uﬂb, g &Ml in fCLC% ﬁ’ncl %1115 source, an cw%ifac% in %110 34’0.‘1’@(17’4?1 11101010% in one O‘1C %110 CW‘Q}?%SJ
‘Whl(:h ?051%1‘1’0@ yuhd ‘W’t%h ncwomwngy F’% was a ahuﬁc %CL%IC% CO‘VCYWLQ an C%%H’C WGIL Of :H’lc

C@‘P% amcl inscri %6(1 ‘Wiﬁl %11@ ‘WIOS% curious Ojc 10%%04"5 goﬁhcmc ZBcfow %‘h”lS; g 3 haol no C%’PCW‘W‘HCQ

‘Wi%‘h w‘@ 1&%\91&%905 0%1104’ jfhan gl‘WSh cmcl Ojc course, CO‘M‘MO%/ %uj( %110 wan ﬁuccl me ’Wl%‘h S0 much

I

G%Cl%@ﬂw‘n% _75@‘?’0 1% was. 2&({201 mqgic, SCC‘YC%S %ha% Nno one 11@(:1 seen 1%\90@4’5, wwjf’(cn in a fovcyn

Iaf@que as old as time i%sdf,
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Once T'd identified the language, T scarched for a way of learning it Eventually, T came acvoss

an emmb df @ ﬂle name of Meldanen - 11@ ook 37@4% pleasuye in s'eeinj %ha tricks %ha% 7 could
accomplish with a simple pr@sﬁdlglfmonm& clearly had move mongy than sense. But, he could

speak the lanouage of dragons, and 31&1;, asse& on the knowledge in exchange for a simple fiveworks
show heve and there. The poor fool didn't ﬁnow nor cave that the tricks cost me mothing, and

were the simplest trick of all - something which oveatly benefitted me, since they were about the

only spell 7 coum safely cast without danger.

After far Yoo much study, 7 could finally understand and speak the language of dragons. 7 veturned

to the m;ypj(, cager to undevstand its m\ys’(m’ies,,, and was clisappoin%a& to find nothing of interest

Tha writing scemed o be nothing more than an explanation of why the artifact was there - apparently,
in_years past, an afrchco'[cigis’( was exploring the crypts having been convinced there was someone

of importance who'd been buried theve, forgotten. Worried about being interrupted by the townsfols,

he desioned this cw’afac’( fo scare them away, Convenienily, theve was an exﬁcma’fwn as to how 1o
disable the effect: T'd always planned to return To the city at some point o convince some vich

focﬂ to pay me to rn 11 off. ‘LUfth our sudden clqowr’(uw of %'he ?oa:qo’(%efn %aims, 9(1115 may mever
haqopen bt I'm hoyefd

The me%ﬁo&, 139 fﬂle way, is to éhcm’c in fq*on% of ’chc tablel: Sf wlgr ac7z‘? wer wers dif wer darastrix
ckess sulla wer c7z{ﬁ07zﬁ di' Hsultary %1'ma¢fecze20m,

@ishem”wm&, J searched for my%ﬁinj clse in jf’he m:yp% %11@% could sate my hun\gw for ﬁnowbcba

J am olad my search jo% so frantic, since in my frenzy I broke %hvoujh ’(he coffn next %o jfhe

tablet, Inside was, not a dead body as 7 would have expected, but o clw:y in a language 7 could

not wco\ngc The only part of ’(710 diary T we been able to identify is a mcwﬁmg on the back

page: it is the same as a mcwﬁmg on ’(he tablet that T consider the au’(ﬁov s sionature, My conclusion,
then, is that this diary is some _journal written by the original archeologist,

J relurned again to the cii(y proper fo find angone who would recognize j(hc language, but was mel
with nothing but blank stares, gwn%uaﬂy, T will decipher the diary... but 7 suppose T have more
impm’j(cm’f %hinjs on my 701@%@ for now,

?TMS%G‘Y&%O& ‘Wl%h my Iacﬁ Ojc ‘PY@YCSS, g CICCiClCCl %O SCCWCH jCO’r‘ mcg;w dSC‘WhC‘Y@ Wéﬁy a@s%1%a%10ﬂ

’ﬂps j(mw was %hc %UG‘Y‘Wi%%G‘Y WOO&SJ ‘Wahicﬁh g hacl %@C’H 1ﬂf0’?"‘m¢& h(’lél some mys%e¢1cs S%ﬂ"a%jC‘YS
msﬁm\g WUGY‘WH‘L%@Y Haol %O{lcl S%OYWS fOTﬂGCWS Ojc sho.peshtﬁcw’s 01)4/10%519 CI”MMCIS) %TiCﬁS%GTS (clcm%;
gac) ancljhos%s (%O% sure cﬂoou% %1115 O‘HC) g cl Oj: course (IJ(ZC% wcurnccl awo:y fyom 37@0 ‘b‘l} "‘)CCL%(}‘CTJ

%ujf %hcn, my moﬁle*f never SC(Z’MCLl SO afva’tcl cmol ‘-’ oflwcgys %OOﬁ aﬂC‘Y 11@‘7’ movre :Hlan 111‘1’71 Thgy, g

ﬁncw, Hcm some Ojc %hc SCC‘Y@%S Ojc maﬁw, %cmg SO ClOSGly %WCI %O 1% %110‘”1501’2/@5

c:) %CW%@’Y@CI an (ACLV(Z%%‘UTM’ S Z?acﬁ O‘U% Of a ‘TYIC’YCha‘H% in %110 Ci@ @O‘Y@ n 696611@11\90 fO‘Y a “)CCW clciys
Ojc 1101}? CWO%L%CI %11@ shop cmcl SC% O‘U% g cen CO‘W‘W%C@& 111‘71’1 %O &0%@%@ a fCW smmolc ﬂaﬁgws %O ‘WM}
cause, since g was SO fﬁ’a’l(l CL‘H(; unaua %0 ‘P’V’O%dc% mysdf f’?’O“m %hc 31105%5

The forest was different than T'd expected. T mever did manage to find the Fae, but 7 did find
something beter: the trees themselves were magical, able o think and speak just like you or 7.
They have their own language, even: Sylvanic, which 7 cventually picked up Yo understand what
the trees Anew about the magic of the forest To summarize: not much, Jrees can speak, sure,
but they don't think e same way as we do, They can be, hardly made Yo care for the whims of
a half—clf. In fact, they don't really provide much valuc ot all: why do they need a language if

%11@ nevey W‘CCJ@ Sajj a@%hmg
_@od&amn %TGCS,
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Th@ did divect me 1o a Fac camp, %houﬁh it wasn'? gui’(e intentional on %hei« epwr%, The Fae don'?
in’(wfew wi’fh ’(hc trees like men do, but %71@ make enoujh of an impde% ’(Ha% .. ld's say it

comes up in conversation among trees,

Fac ave weird creatures, ﬂgﬂf@, vain, mcwly as hard %o ,Szpeaﬁ with as trecs, Thgy speaﬁ %11@ same
1@%31@90, for %710 most pcw’(, c?cpcmli@ on whic’h Fac ’(h@ are, Sylwm, Common, ., some of ’(h@fm
cven speak avish Thgy seemed 1o take delight in ricking me, cas’(inj their illusions to fool me
into Todiwin\g %ha pa’(cn’@ absurd ﬂ@ wiﬂiﬂ@mss to 90 cf[onj w{’(h %11@1'4’ joﬁcs and my a?yﬂi@ to
speaﬁ ’fhm'fr 1an3uc£qcs somewha’f enamoured ’(Hom of me, %110“,911! and 7 ccfr%ainly learned some of
w'ha’( 7 set out %o accomﬁish, fﬂl@ 31’3%3 upon me an arcane focus made of a ﬂowinj cw;ys’(aL
one of my woucbs’c posscssions, Thgy infowffmeal me of its dual wuses: 30u%’@ fov %71@ physical
componefn’cs of any move comqoh’ca’(ec‘l syeﬂ and increasing my vivilence, I'm not convinced of %’hc

latter, bul ’(ha former has ce@r%ainb been proven time and time again,
7\@ a%ﬂi@ Yo cast Dancing Lighfswas nevey some%hinﬂ 7 understood: it scemed Yo be ted to no’(hinﬂ

in pav%iculcw and would sometimes work and sometimes have no effect with no waélily wppcwen%
reason, T turns out, thouoh, the rcason was the proximity of wychwood; somchow, I can summon

all the arcanc energy necessary 1o create these lights - but only by consuming the energy of nearby
wvyéhwoool ?\@ provious “random” abilitics, ’(ch, were based on my fpfroximi’gy to wgchwoo&, some’(ﬁi@
T'd never even considered could affect the maoic,

With the focus, thouoh, 7 can cast Dancing Lightswith cerlainty. The fecling upon realizing 7 had

3aincc1 some modicum of control ower my powers, .. it was a 300& fcc1in3,

7 stayed with the Fac for a while, T felt like a couple years, but T know the Fac have a way

of %icﬁiﬂ@ time i%sclf into Jisakjinj ﬂlc whims of 9(710 veal world, For all T know, hun&wcls of

years have passed since T first entered hat forest Events have contrived themselves to prevent me
from returning o anywhere T'd been before,.. well, you'll see. T can'? say T care Too much, after
all, 7 don't seem 1o be suffering any i1l cffects.

Wow, T we ccv%ain@ rambled for 10%304* %Hcm J e%pec%ecl J wrote carlier %ha’( J Ha& a beginning
in mind,,, well, J 'hawn'% 30%%0% 1o %ha’( pa«rj{ 30%, mla% ha«mocmcl a fow c?a\ys aﬁw 10@4&4}9 %he
Fac, about fve days ago mow.

How /\/Ly Sfory Reauy Begins

(ﬂﬂcﬂr 1cavin3 %He Fac, 7 wandered jc’hw'oujh jfhe foves% a bit more, ?\@ rough 1o1cm was To return
to Meverwinter o figure out how long 7'd been with the Fac and to gt some more supplics before

se%%inj ol o, somcwhem J cwj(cu'n@ didn'1 haw a location in mind,
Along the way, T van into Scathac.
Scathac was an inferesting clf. She called herself a monk, bt 7'd never heard of a monk anything

like her. She had a massive hero comﬂc%, and she was a@’(’ht’n\g but calm and sedate (you know,
’(Hc way monAks s‘houlc‘l %c), 571@ was a1wc£ys mw@ to ws'h into élanjc« wi’(’houjc ﬁlouﬁﬂ for Hw
<P"efrsona1 safa@,,, which was convenient, ogiven I met her as I was being set upon 119 bandits,

The bandit ’(711'419 was comp’[e%ely my faupa 7'd been wandering wﬁh my head in %ﬁc clouds, %hi%ﬁinﬁ
of fu%we ﬂcms and not 1ooﬁinj where 7 was going. T ve learned %o be o bit betler wml ’c‘ha’c,

given this counj(@ is clearly out to &ill me, but back then (shll only flve days ng? 7 can hardly
believe that) T had some problems,
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&@‘W@, %‘hesc ?mncb%jum @& ou% CL% me as g wa1ﬁeol 010‘!1 a SMCLTL %ww%mg ‘Paﬂl %11‘7’01{911 %11@
woods, They moticed Hhe cwsm in oty hand and e Al ¢ i my Back, T assume, since ey
olwmam&eél g HCWL(; %hem ovey, g CI Oﬂ(l %o.wlzy shaﬁcn m:ysc?,f 6%01‘;911 %O foaus on %110 ?ycsaﬂ% ‘Wh@ﬂ a

mw ran OU% fﬁ’O‘m jﬂl@ %’Y@GS %O ‘PU’HCh one Of %11@ [bwnch’(s sj(ngh% in %110 facc

J yemember 1ooﬁin3 at %11@ bandits, %hem Iooﬁinj back a%'mc, all of us wml confusion on our
faces, Scaﬁlac 3@11@& breaking jfhe confusion, and 9(11@ bandits scattered,

%'Y%S ou’f Scaﬂl had ?DC@‘YL CUF‘P'YC%%%M‘VL& U‘YLCLZY some YGC(L‘LLS(Z somcwhaw, since she was (105%1‘71601
%0 %e a 1160’0 SHC was C100ﬁ’19 Cl@hLS'lO‘nCLI ?m% g can % CI&@ he*r 1100’0 COM‘F?,GX was useﬁﬂ in Swt"l“ﬂj
me, %O% %0 mefn%wfn in he%mg us survive %110 mufrclm’ house ' ‘J Tl j@% %O :ﬁl@% 10«%@‘)’

We decided to Fravel %qge’(’hw for a while - her, scarching for adwenture, me, searching for magic,

We continued haa&i@ toward Neverwinter, since it was pw%@ casy to conwince hcv ’ﬂla% adventure
1@ %Ha% way, having someone wa%chin\g my back... i was nice,

Tha% 3@3 was clecwly one fov meej(ifnﬂ new peoﬂe; we ran info two ojfhev travellers wi’ﬂp’fn hcwcnﬂ
a fcw 'howrs: a druid who scemed intent on %vinji@ wha% J was mos%ly surc was a dead %oc}y to
ﬁﬂle nearest ci’@ and a ranger «who didn'? scem o hcwc a real reasom fow %cinj mn ’fhc woods in
ﬂlc ﬁﬂrs% piacc, but scemed content cnouJ;h 1o be our oyes and cars, J was 11“?729 cmoujh wiﬂl %he
cwmn‘gamcn%: 7 no Tonjcv needed to distract myse1f wa%chinj fo*r bandits and could instead foaus

on wovﬁinj out my upcomi@ phms,

glwmg, ﬂl@ &Wi& is an OCICI CHCWCLC%G‘Y _75@ seems %O 1?@ mo%wo.’cecl mos%@ %O ﬁncl ammcﬂs :7 haw
no 1510(1 w@, %U% 110 oﬁen asﬁs ‘PGO‘PI@ whew 110 fmgﬂf( ??G a?ﬂe %O ﬁncl soMme new ammcﬂ 110 cl nevey
S¢en %GfOYC ghi clfrmcls, wha% can g SCEy :50 seems 11ﬁ0 a 730’0%@ 300& 01ﬂ1‘713/, cmcl He can % 11@ %O
save 1115 Lfc kas wcﬂ as g can ?n ’Wh‘lch is ‘Pﬁ’d%@ ‘WGN,) SO 1% § pve%@ msy %O ﬁj‘lﬁ’@ oujf how h@

’fhmﬁs ﬁ@ 30%5 a 1’1% 0115%4’%%(301 @ &01%3 %11& ‘Y‘th% %111%3 4 (bu% SO jCCW me cmal gmmewﬂ 11&4/0 ?.JW‘H
aMe %O conwvince hrm %O CL‘VO‘LCI %11@% ja’Y %he ‘YHOS% ’PQ’Y%)

What do 7 say about Emmeral? Be's a ranger, and a damn good one at thal, T'we scen him slice
jfhﬁroujh emuﬁ%ﬂc monsters in a single swing and be at the front lines taking down groups of our
enemics. e can't really Take a hit, but he's WCP@ oreat at &illing before that becomes a problem,
7 would not want o %e on his bad side, that's for sure. We'we been scheming %q_qe’c’hcw lately: he
wants to leave our group and T'd be inclined to go with him. The fact that he's talking with me

makes me wc’(@ confident TN be on the vight side if he ever does decide o g0 Hhrough with that

(ﬂ(@ww, jfhc jcmw Ojc Uus were %ﬁ’a‘b’&h%j a10%3 fO‘Y a WH11C whm we came across a COU‘PIG CICO.&
hOW‘SCS CWICl a %voﬁen CIOW‘H ‘WCE'QO‘YL O%CC gmmwcﬂ nuclqecl me cmﬂ ? ‘710%10001 %1‘[0 scene, ;—’ ﬁquwd 1%

hacl %GC‘H ‘PiC.ﬁC& C10CL‘H 119 %‘hC %cmc?t’(s %haj( came across us Ga‘ﬂ‘l@ﬁ’

Turns oul j(hajf assump%ion was incredi %Iy wrong,
Emmeral went chcacl and inws%@a%ccl %11@ scene a bit - and %ha%’s about were our adventure %ggan

ﬂiwfns O‘U% %1104’0 were 60%11%5 a%ou’f goums who were 5%111 wa%chmg jthc scene i case CL‘WL; olufm%
fOOiS 11.&0 Us came across 1% jhgy wm%ushecl us CL‘HCl jmccl %0 ﬁ111 us, as _gomms ClO gmfmcrol jfhoujh

Emmeral was tervifying Fe Rilled almost all of them, Thouoh onc oot away with a missing car,
T proud to say T helped: T threw a bunch of Fire Boltsat them, cnouﬁl %o hurt at least two of
them.

This is where Sca%hac’s here comﬁcx came into plcty: she managed to convince us that the §omins
pro%cﬂs@ had at least one prisoncr, from the whole wagon and dead horses %hing, and ’(Ha’( we,
as 300&, 1aw—a%{&inj citizens, s"hmﬂc‘l 90 to jﬂleiw aid, J was inclined %o arque ctgains% hw, but she
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made a 3003 poin’c about go%’ns oﬁen ﬁeepi@ Yreasure in %heiv caves - some of w?p'c‘h may be

mqgical
We set out 1o foﬂow %hem,

Turns out Emmeral is also pwj@y 300‘:1 at %mcﬁinj clown'pwgy, _ﬁe Ted us w‘ig’h% to ’che gom{fns’
cave, Though he scemed to have tried 1o off Scaj(hac by dodging a %mjo and not Telling her about it
alonj our wa, N was Wc’@ fun@ o sce hav s’(wnj up fvom hw foo’c, and cven more so wh@n
awinﬁ tossed a &aﬁjw at ’fhc rope to 3c’f ‘hw down, ., f«rom twent fae’f above ﬂlc paﬂl, ‘Uﬁlew she
was Hanﬁinj upsicle—ﬁown, Needless to say, she was'fno% amused, he scemed mos%ly fine, %110“.9111 s0
J was pw%’fy amused,

‘J‘hc cave ha& a stream 1ca3in\9 into it and a blind on ﬁle oqoposi’(e side of %71@ stream, We waded
across %’h@ stream fine, but 'ha& 1o ﬁﬁﬂ a few more _@oﬂins 111'31'419 in %Hc blind, ‘ﬂlgy were, aqopcwmﬂ i
ﬂav&i%j %‘he en%mme, but 9(71@ weren gw'gfc aware cnoujh 1o not be taken 1159 suﬂom'sc,

j‘h@ cave, on %110 0%116‘7‘ hcmcl, was 1&55 easy %O manqgc,
Wc mo.c?c our wciy in 010‘1’13 %110 s%wwm—si& fOV only a fcw f@@% %efow a cavern O‘PG‘H@& %O our

right. Inside were Yyree snarling wolves, T have mo idea why Elwing insisted we should ignove
jfhem and continue moving on, but %ha’f’s wha’f we did, ’Jruv%hcv a(lo"nﬁ, %he tpcfnl curved wml a
sort of landing across the stream on the other side. Tust as we were approaching this, the stream
wa&wﬂe& in size, a massive burst of water rushing for us, Bca’(hac, J think, made the Jump

across 1o 3(710 1@%&1’@, but ’(hc rest of us were swcp’( away, 7t only Yook us %cwely out of ’thc cave,
but 11 cm’%ainly hwj( - 'bojﬂl our bodics and our sdf—es%ec«m,

The dead %oclcy awinj hac? %ccngm@mj over his shmﬂ&w was confirmed dead 9(711'5 time, which at
Teast means we didn't have %o continue wWOorYYing about that e didn'? scem 1o torn up about i1,

We ried o make our way back 1o 9(710 1@%3{@ o mect wijfh Sca%Hac, but ano%her burst of water
scared us of, We jumpeél into %’hc room wﬁ’h jﬂlc wolwes, and J was convinced we were done for,
but glw{ﬂ@ managed o calm down the wolves enough so they didn' atack wus, That was when 7
vealized he could be uscfaﬂ aﬁw all, in 9(710 «Yfﬂﬁ civeumstances, Scafhac cwn%ucﬂly re—joined us,
since we vealized there was a sort—of éhimncy chute in the back of the room that led c?wpw into
the cave,

We climbed up ’(’ha shoo% (¢ need 1o 30% befer ot ’(711'5, @ %71@ way, fawnj down duc 1o lack of orip
s%w%yﬂl is not a 300& fec’[in\g) and suvwfyccl 9(710 new arca; it scemed to be a mix of store—room

and waﬁinﬁ—froom, Theve were a few _@o%’%s in jfheﬂrc, a tamed wo1f, and a Bugbear.

7'd never secen a @uj%m‘ before %110%; ’(Hgy are jcewijfyinj, Nassive and muscular, it looked like i

could rip me in half without breaking a sweal, I decided to be clever, thouoh, and used Prestidigitationto
distract ’(ha ZBu\g%acw into 1eaw'n\9 %710 room, (4 Sendingconvincc& him %haj( jrhc gouins were ’&ﬂﬁz’nj
about him %éhiﬂncl his back,

Well, sort of. Tt convinced him at first, which made fim angry at the Toblins, which at least
distracted %hem all cnouﬁl to give us a bit of an a&vcm%@e,

Our group took %ﬁcm 129 surprise and made s’hovjf work of ’(hcm, We mmqgc& to kill %Hcm all
before any of %'hem could run out an alert o’(ﬁw §o%’n5, which 7 consider a win in our books, (4
well—timed Fire Boltfrom me finished off the Bugbear. Unfortunately, nothing in the store—room
held any value 1o us, nor was there any prisoners, so the monk had us continue onwards, 511@ was

insistent, ’t’hajc way,
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We walked %‘hfrou 71 %he caves we%’@ s1ow19, aﬁw ’(ha’( since we realized ’(Hc me 1 of surprising
any _@omfms ’(ha’( ng'h’t want 1o attack us, We also started mm%@ Emmeral sjccky at %he fron’( of
:ﬂl"' group, fov our own safe’t Zﬂla% was y«e’(’@ convenient fov me, espcmdly, since I didn't haw
1o worYy about 30%%in3 a%%acﬁecl whﬂe 7 vained down henﬁw ONn our cnemics,

Or, well, something like that Aagybe hellfire” is Too s%wlon\_g of a word for it.. but J digvess,

The back of the cave was a large room, flled with a dozen f/o%’ns, Th@ were sitting around
a campfire, sereeching at cach oﬂlw in ﬂlciaf awfu’[ 1@%31/,%9@ wi:n[ one of ’(he _@o%’ns w?ca%an:y
3@59&”’1'@ to his w'mocél of car.

That was a bad sign, T know.
One of %ha _@o%’ns sat on 111'5 own, on an ou’(—wo?pinj at ’(he back of ’(hc room, ovw‘looﬁin\g

ﬂlc vest, (4 Dwarf was bound mext 1o him, clecwi_y unconscious, Jhis, of course, was enough 1o

make Scajthac abandon all sense of sw’pm'se, Shc s[houjfccl at %he hea& _?omin to 1et 711'5 p«m'sonm'
90, which imme&ia’(ely alerted all of the gowns %ha% four adventures soaked in %he blood of their

%w%hwn Were %wssyassirn»g mnm ’(‘hai« cave,
S%ujm'cl Hwoes,

The gow’ns around 9(110 five stood and drew %Hei«r weapons, %11@ one on ﬂle ou%cvoppinj hem %he
Dwarf of of %’he 10490. e ye11e& at us in Common, asking wha% we wanted,

Gt ’(111'5 poifn’g of course, jfhc oﬂlevs were less sure about %11@ whole 30111’@ and alw’tinj Goblins

jﬂp'@, J 30’( clected our sqooﬁesmom, whiéh scems To continue to be a trend, Given how jfhc conversation
turned out, Tm a bit suwpvisc& ’(he 3000@ %wo—shoes of our group are aIvfgh’( wml %ha’( but..

well, 7 ccﬁain@ don'? mind,

I tried To conwince ’che go?ﬂin o oive us %710 Dward, but we didn'? wc&@ haw a@%ﬁi@ 1o barter
with, The Goblins scemed to be in fear of jfha% Bugbear 7 killed carlier, thouoh, so %ha% gawve me
someﬂlinj o nggo%ia’fe wml: 9(11@ hmd of %he @uj%cm* in exchanjc for fwcinj ﬂle Dward. We were
all set o make the trade when the conversations wrned sour: the §o%1m wanted move from us,

a ‘P%‘WIC%% or some%hmj 11ﬁ0 ha% cmd g was ”YIO% w1111113 n %110 511‘911%65% %O ac%ucm;y 1050 any%hm:;

To save this po’(cn%mny dead, dying, or uscless Dwarf, The Coblin said he'd drop the Dwarf if J
didn'? Pay up and 7 dared hrm to follow ’dp'oujh

7’;@ Cl‘lcl THC @wcwf ‘}M"O%d%b wasn % %OO ?10@50(1 %’L«} %ha% cmcl Sca%hac cmcl gLW‘l%ﬁ ccﬁam@ Weren %
%U% whagfww w:, cnclccl U‘P Sa’?ﬂ%ﬁ ﬂlc @wcwf, SO 1% an ‘WOﬂ"f((Z(l ou% ﬁnc

The o’(hcv gomms 1aum11cc1 at us, wcu ’fhcy atlacked us - some wﬁh swords and some wzj(h bows.
¢ carless one cspcuauy came al us 11ﬁc a demon posscssecl Emmeral pujt 111911 down ca511y Between
jfhe swow’ls, ﬁs’cs, and magic of our little band of aolwn%wws, 9(11@ _@o%ns went down fas’(, Fast
cnoujh foaf Scaﬂ]’ac to wsh over and sawve The @wcwf %ejcow 5710 died o hm’ injuries, dnd ﬂlc
whole %cinj clﬁfomoccl of a 104:190 9(11{719,
AMost m%cwsj(m‘_gly, my magic did some ’C’hm s 1t hacl never done Tocfovc at one pom’f J 1awnchcc1
a %wnch of Magic Missiles at ’(he Jo?alms 711%%1@ %hwcc of %Hcm ina smjlc spcﬂ J ccr%amly
wasn'1 esqoecj(mj 19( but 1 was someﬂlmg new and cxu%mj %ha% T knew I needed to figure out
how to w?ca% H\ng magic Has been 301@ jcha’( a 10% 1a%c1cz; J fccl like T we been 3c%%1n3 s’(yonﬁcv
over %hcsc ?as% fcw c?qu, 1ecwm¢13 how to do magic %Hajt years oqc cxp1ov1n3 never %aujh% me, ZTH
O:H‘[M’ Haw frcpm’%cﬂ similar happcninjs, so it's not unigue to me, Somcjﬂpnj about ﬁﬂhnj enemics
and accomphshmj our joa1s oL gives us all a lot of chcmccs to pmc%cc our abilitics,



&@wcgy, wml %11@ Goblins defeated, we %wclge& our way out of %he cave, 1@91’%3 %11@ UNCONSCIOUS
Dwarf wml us, E”meﬁ fwed ’fhc wolves on our way oul, which took d?asoh’(ely none of us @
surprise, We slevp% in jﬂle blind %ha% m;ﬂﬂ, since i was pwj(@ much %@h’(fan 7.39 %Hc time we 30’(
out 7 sj(ciycol up a bit ﬂp’fnﬁinj about my new magic, %@1’7&9 o vemember ’(hc fcclinj of cas’(inﬁ
that spell so T might do it again, but eventually I fell into my trance as well,

That turned out to be a bio mistake; we'd mever cven considered s1ec7oinj in shifls, which T'm
ﬁicﬁinj mjsc1f now fov not sujﬂcs%inj,

The Damned Murder House

We awohe somewhere comp([e%ely diffevent, The coun%@ of Barovia, it urns oul, which 7 don’?
recall ever hearing about. Aome of the others claim %o have any idea how we got here, or where
here is, and T'm inclined %o believe Them: the move Hme we spend in Barovia, the more I vealize
no one would ever come hcw of ’ﬂleiw own free will,

We were in a fows%, like when we'd fanm 4510610, but all %He trees were,,, different, somchow.
Ominous. Quic’(. HNone of jfhem spoﬁc, or at least 9(11@ didn'1 wspoml when T asked %hem whaw we
were, (4 fws%em%ecl Fire Bo(ﬁhmwn at jfhefm 30% swallowed @ j(he fog before cven reaching a tree,

Did T mention the foo? Or, as T consider it in my head, the Fog. Capitalized Something about
the Foo urged us forwards, urged us foward a small town that was ulerly abandoned, as far as
we could Tell, Tt turns out 9(711'5 io-wn was also named Barovia, 9(7101{911 it didn'? scem nccwly big

nor im«po*rjtcm% enough 1o be named aﬂw %he entive cown%{y, Or wice—wversa, we never did ask about

Phat

Thc ’5(29 w(gecl us toward a J@wep{% housc, gwtyjfh{nj ’hew was run—down, but ’(his was ’(he worst
of ﬂlcm all: %hc entive house Hacl a faclin\g of c?espair, of somcﬂl{nﬁ evil we couldn’? pu% our
fingers on, Jwo chﬂflwn stood outside i1, but somcﬂlinj about %hcm, as well, was,,. of,

The children convinced us to enter the house, %o 51@ the “monster downstairs” and save their %a@

%vo’c’hw ujos’(o.ivs, Sca%hac, cw@onc’s favourite hero, took up ’(’he gucs’t 1o save %hem immca‘lia’te@.

The vest of us were less convinced, but %Hc ?qg did a 300& _job of us’hwin\g us inside, Thc inside of

%Hc house was SUrprising o me: no’thinj scemed out of zphcc al first, ew@ﬂinﬁ was well-mainlained,

at least on %710 frst few floors, Aot %hajf we spenjf much Ytime 1ooﬁinj around; wi%'h jfhcw being a
?Ja?zy ’(mppc& ups%m’vs our nble hevo charged up the staircase wml nary a thought of pvoacc&inj

wml caution,

Ugh,

The rest of us foﬂowcﬂ, having to hu«@ _just To ﬁecp her in our 51'971%5, Once we *rcaéhc& ’(hc ﬂp’wl
floor, ’c[hajf was when we found ’(ha first hin%s of somejﬂlifn\g beinog ou%—of—p’laca

gwtyjﬂp’@ was - very suc%lenly - 31'4”@, élecwjo{%, and broken down, like the rest of the town, Gnd
wa@ﬂlin\g was anory.

?1'%59(, a st of armor animated i’(scif and attacked us just as we'd wachcél %hc 9(711'4’& floor 1@%&1{%3,
That was a brutal fioht, Emmeral had a sword torn out of his hand and Scathac nearly broke her
hand punching the suit of ivom, We élcs%vgyc& it enough o wwcnjc it from hitting us wenj(ucﬂly,
but it certainly ook a huge amount of effort on all our parts,
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Then, wha% a n@ﬁ’(maw, We came acyoss a ﬂlos’(, a venﬁeful sepicri% ’Cha% aHacked us as we entered
Phe baby's mursery, T didiibiatom 1o bt To loave The. oom we Fountubein, which could hatg
been an casy way o avoid fiohting 11, but no, Emmeral just had o &ill The Thing. Hoain, Gah, J
was pmc%iccdly fiohting against him 5(11@ whole time: cvery time he opem& the door jfo attack the
thing, I immediately slammed the door shut with Mage Hand, If we'd have coordinated, it might
have actually been a good strategy: close the door before the ghost has the time 1o coun’cw—-a’c%acﬁ
him. (s 1 was, we just 9ot in cach o%hw’s way and p{ssei cach other off.

gwnjfucdb, H@ ac%uany momcgccl %O .ﬁin k‘?’@—ﬁieng 1% @f% %1115 01‘71% we conﬁ«mc& wha% we alwacl:y
S‘US QC%CCI %ﬁew was no %a@ in %11@ fmwsety, %11@ Chllc?#’@% hacl 11061 %O us, ‘an %110 mean jfmw, %116
Oﬂlm’ %11’1’00 Lclig g mefnjao'n ﬁmnaem\ye%g %'he @WCWJC 610‘7‘10 we CI sawol ffrom j(he §o?ﬂms, %he 'mOS%
S%C‘YCO@’PMCJ@ 30011 ‘PGTSO% in our ‘POA‘%@I}; who ﬁGO‘PS S%O?‘Pi%j %110 \94’0%? %O Ch@cﬁ 19(: Sh@ wcclgmzcs
a@ Ojc ’(he 4’011910%5 gym?oolqgj CWO%L%Cl 1107'0 G S‘PO‘IL’,’Y’ she hasn %:yc% soméhow 0%&@01 U‘P ﬁjh%’l‘nj a

broom,
Ues, a broom, (dnd, homestly, T'm Wc%’gy sure Kinnacia was losing,
Emmeral and I entered the hallway %o see this and just stopped, unable 1o believe our eyes. Tt

was, ., once Of %110 more 11114%10115 %111% S g cl cYer seen, We 0%(1/3& U‘P Tou‘l‘nj our @@S afmljmf@
%0 09613104’0 ;Hld MCLS%(W (I’)CCIYOOMI g &13‘71 % ﬁ‘n& a@%hl%j CL‘HCI gmme«raﬂ O%Iy j:ouml an cmp@jcwde@
%O% :THG 1?0% 1%5@1f was ‘WOY%(h some 30151 a,jf 1@@5% SO 1% wasn % CO‘M‘PLZ%@@ woa*ﬂﬂcss

gwnj(ucﬂly, we CO‘H’W‘HC@CI %110 o%hevs %0 10@‘1/0 %‘h@ 7woo<m 110111‘1161 cmal CO‘H%‘NHJC 0967310‘7‘1%3 %h@ HOUSG
WC sj(m”(ecl %0%161%3 a %unch movre 0614:11%105; sﬁuus S‘U?)ﬂ 5%1%611061 1%%0 C‘U‘Y%CUL‘HSJ oM_y &06%1%3 ‘PQ‘PC#’SJ
cmcl %111%35 11.&0 %71@% 3’7‘[15 hOUSG was 30%%1%3 CY@@‘PWG" @ %11@ fmmu%a

gmmcwl CUHCI P’ cndc& up 0%”91.04’1‘}’13 a s%ucly WHlld ﬁl@ ojfhws C%“P10‘YG<1 a music room, :ﬂps G%CIGCI
M‘P %Giﬂj ‘PYC%%M fov’cuna%c jCOY me. g fouml a SGC‘Y@% ?QSS@CW@ in %110 %acﬁ Of a ?JOOﬁShCle ‘Wﬂhicih
10‘:1 %0 a 1101f—-0730%051 CHGS% ‘W‘l%h an aalw'njcuwv 1@‘1;1%3 a?mcl over %Ofp Ojc 1% a 10%%0’?’ clu%checl in one

and,
(ﬂ(ﬁw ccwcfu@y éhccﬁinj ﬂle arca fov fuﬂhav %fmfps, T vead %Ha TeMer:
5%3 most paj(hc’a'c scvwm’(

T am not a mcssmh sent to _you 1) ’(hc Dark Bowers of j(his land, 7 hcwe not come 1o
lead you on a path to rmmow”fabb however many souls you have bled on your hidden
altar, however many visitors you 11‘“’@ tortured in_your &unjaon, hnow that you are

‘710% %lhé ones who %4"01):911% me %O :Hps %cau%ifaﬂ 1@%& UW are %u% worms Wﬁ”iﬁ'l‘l%j in

‘le; ccw%

You say that you ave cursed, your fortunes spcn’t, You abandoned love for madness,
took solace in %11@ bosom of ano%’hw woman, and sived a stillborn son, Cursed 719

c?mﬁmss? Ojc %ha% g 11@‘1!0 no cIou%% Saw:you f«om:yowr WYG%JIGCI‘HGSS? g %hl‘nﬁ %O%,

g ‘YYMLCH 730’0_{04’30‘1& as Yyou are,

yO‘u’Y &wa& IO’YCI CL‘HCI fmasjtm*, 5%4*@113 yan %OA’O‘U{CH

Tha% cmswwcol a 10% ﬂlc hO‘USG CO%%CU’HGCI some hwlclm sacwﬁucﬂ CLH@Y, j(hc 31105% %ha% a%%acﬁccl us
was 7)0’0%@1)@ %hc woman 'ﬂps 19@%‘110%10 SCﬂ”‘VCWl% CHCCL%CCI Wﬁ‘h} tmcl ﬂlc son %ha% we wcn% %O save

was never ¢ven %04"% %O %@M‘l ‘W’l%[h :Tha% scml 1% also Ymsccl some gucs%mns 5%4’@11(1 van %cwowalh

Who was Strahd?
Now isn't that an inferesting guestion, T learned a lot move about Strahd eventually, but T



continue in order fov now,

Wﬁhm %he éhesjf was %11‘?’06 56‘7’0115 CO‘H%G’L‘WI’VLQ O‘YW—%MYW use S’F@TLS, (100015 %0 %116 1101150 cuml a Wi%&mi(n
a ‘W’l(n S%a%i%j %7105@ cleecls SHWM ass %0 %11@ Chil(lﬁ’@‘n we m@% O‘U%Sick cmcl %hé %1aﬂﬁ (l'JOOﬁS Which LJ
am CWY‘YC‘H%@ WYi%iﬂj mn, &11 Ojc %11050 qge& 1<m<mc'nsely u‘PO‘H 1@@‘1’11’1\9 %11@ hO‘USQ/ %u% %hgy re S%‘lﬂ'
mostly infact

7 decided 1o ﬁcc? %he deeds a seeret from %’hc ojnlws, Tha fac% %%a% j(his Durst family Hacl some

mctqical scrolls, books about vituals wc@whcw, and somc’fhinﬁ weird and mctgiccﬂ going on,.. %hcw
may be some ifn%cws%{nj ?(Hinﬁs to find in ’(ha% windmill, and now A's mine, @ some poin’g U
need to go investioate,

7 emerged from the secret yoom to find Emmeral rummaging through the desk in the s’(uc@ proper,
‘e found an iron ﬁgy, but no’(ﬁinj clse of value, 7 u@ecl him out of ﬂlc room %o s’hcwe %ha secrels
g :fouml once we were wmlin acwsho% of 9(710 o’(havs, Wch his back was turned, 7 3«@%@1 jfhe

wax sj(wmp of %11@ Durst famibv in case J meeded 1o foo:ge some papers to prove my ownwshi«p of
’fhe windmill,

Once we'd met the others in the second floor hallway, T shared the letter with them. T also Told
%Hcm about ’(hc scrolls (which %hgy 50 \9mcious@ let me ﬁcep to myse1f, as our on@ fmqge) and
the blank books, 7%05’@, ﬁl‘i‘}i were interested in the letter, Tome of jﬂlem scemed to make the
connection to theve being a hidden altar in This house (proved later when cveryone was swpw’sa&),
nor about the affair being the ohost we killed (Yhouoh ’chgy realized that 1@%4’73/

vcmaﬂrﬁccl U‘PO‘H ?m’( no one S(ZC‘YHGCI %O care who %1115 S%TOJ]’CI ‘PCWSO% was, The \9@%04"&1 CONSCNsuUs was

Phat Strahd was e god Hhat Phis servant worshipped

7 find i inferesting to mote :Hla? none of them made the same connections 7 did, Even our cleric,
who is sc’[f—ipvofcssccdl o be an expw% in 4’01{91'0%, made no comment about chmh& not being %He
name of a _god 5110'& over heard of, TN e Reeping in mind the fact that she is less pvoﬁcienj(
here than she claims, Otherwise, their vesponses make sense: the monk and the dvuid don'1 secem
pa@r%cdw@ insightful and Emmeral always plays his cards close o his chest By now, at least,

g m sure 110 S tmazlc %110 CO‘YL‘HCC%‘lO‘HS

One thing that stuck oul fo me was how incredibly cortain Kinnacia was that both me and Emmeral
were lying about something. I, of course, was pya’(cn&mg 7 had not found the deeds, but there

was no way she should have 'bcefn able To guess that Even after she asked me divectly and 7 lied

in veturn, she scemed suspicious; but T'm confdent T am a betler liar than she is msyh’(ﬁﬂ into
this. I need to watdy this fw’(hcv, she scems %o hawve some sort of supernatural ms@ﬁ into when

gmmcml or g 110 %O 7‘[04’ P’ ve seen o%hw ?007010 110 ij 7104’/ %hou\gh/, cmcl 5110 thLS‘H % picﬁccl WP on 1%
Some%hmj a?voujf %1115 isn % T‘Lj}ﬂ

&ﬁw %1115/ we wcn% &OW%S%CLM"S %O 1‘714/05%29&%@ ﬂl@ o%hw ﬂOOY we Cl Y‘US%CCI ‘PO.S% in our hu*'ﬁ’%) %O
save %h@ %&1’04"—%04’% 0111101 %% fmuch Ojc 1%%6‘?’05% ‘HGYQ a ﬁ’t%chc%, which 1.C% us S%Ocﬁ up on va%wns
whwh 5?0110& as we 1Cﬁ %110 1101150 amcl clen CO‘H%CL’VHVHJ? some wmpons gﬂo% mus&f a fomcy
C’YOSS??OW CL‘HCI some ammum’ao'n g m ‘HO% Sure whcn F’ C(l cver %CC& %lhajf over my S‘PGHS/ %u% 1%

&?05% % hw”( %O %C pwpawcl

3’711'5 is-about %710 time we decided 1o leave %Hc house. We'd been aMacked ﬁlwc Yimes, now, we'd
seen ’(he TeMer warning us of cven more élanjcv to come, and 9(110 c!hiwwn hml lied 1o us as 1o fﬂlcw
%eifnj a havoia reason fov us to be jﬂlew anyway, We went to leave %ﬁvoujh ’(ha main door we'd
entered ’fhvoujh, and found i1 missino,

yes, Missing, Thc door was mow a wall,

Tha %a?zy was imme&ia’(a@
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We jo% a %1% fwm%‘tc aﬁw %Ha’t ﬂ u aclmﬂ We ‘YCLC@& %117011:911 ﬂl(’, house, ’?’0—@96@9111%1%3 01/6@ room

we'd been through, We tore aside curtains over windows, tried o open doors 1o the upper floor
balconies, but ew@whew we 110,41 wcmouslcy been able to sce outside was w«ﬂaoe& with a plam

brick wall, In our fvenzy, T'm confident we left no voom unturned, Tt was only affer we 'd examined
cvery possi bl exit and come up emp@ ’fhaj( we reconvened o discuss our mext move,

We decided To continue secwchin\g ’(Hc housc, 100.51’%3 for %11@ entrance 1o jﬂle basement, We Hazgln’jf
fouml it iyc%, so we Rnew it was hioucn, but we didn'? 3@% Anow where,

(ggain, we examined cvery siﬂn“ﬂe room, gwn%ua’[@,'we fown& a secrel passage (Béhiml a mirror in
the nursery, T led upward, thouoh, which cw%amly wasn 1 what we were looking for. Mometheless,
we trudged up the stairs, my Dancing L:ghfslmﬂmg the way, There was a locked door at the j(o

of Tross stane, et T Sy Emmerel Jod srbbid From Hhe shads nlocked 7 NA6Ho sl most
time we do something Mie this (if, Ia%ﬂas forbid, we do this cyam} maRe sure to continuc looting

%110 ‘W!h016 aréa as we 30,

The attic itself contained several vooms, bul the most interesting was %He childven's room, Jwo
skeletons, of voujlﬂy the same size, shape, and fioe o the hildren we "d met outside (hm% Hm%)
Vold- el TS e contrc o Phe ORI 1o % a o B ML T im0 g
children weren' T real, Bast them sat a dollhouse which scemed to be a pcvfec% «rcfpbca of the house,
7 moved 1o inws%@a%e ﬂp’s, but was taken aback @ jhos%s of %he chiww% appearing as J %ouchecl

ﬂle ?1@110%5@,

3710 31105%5 CI‘LCI’H % seem %O Y@ali%@ %h@ were 31105%5 ﬂ@ CLC%@CI as %11@ woulcl 'hcwc in hfc as jO‘U%j
011110176‘1’1, %hcy were SCCWCCI cmcl afvawl CL%Cl &Ml‘n % wcm% %0 ‘be 10ﬁ alonc again, g CO'YMM‘HCC& %ham

%O %Cﬂ. us How %0 (Z% %O %Hc %asmcn% LS(ZC‘YG% S%CLM"CCLS@ in a mafr@ 4"00‘1’71 CL‘nLl %110.9( we CI 0 ﬁ’lN,

%110 ‘YYIO%S%CY in ’Chc %asc‘mc%jf cmal inl@“ﬂ come %acﬁ fOT %hcm WCQH; Y‘yhjf ?m’( %hiy 30% a@w as

we a’t%cmp’(ccl %O 10@4/0 (/‘4(5 we Idﬁ %he room, %11@ 31105%5 30% SO Ct’rlj’?:y iﬂl@ 1@“%611051 %11@‘1115@1%’65 a%

Emmeral and 7,

Let me el you, 's not fun being possessed, The girl ghost possessed me and T could fecl her
influence upon me for far too lono. She was bossy, far more than 7 was, and that pushed me o
insist 7 lead the group, I walk through doors first, and everyone obey me. R annoys me that none
of them scemed o nojfice how out of chavacter this was for me, since T'm ha«oﬂy the first person
1o pu’( mcysdf into élanjcv

ZB:y COM?CL’HSO%, gmmcwﬂ who Cl %00‘1’1 CL% ﬂlc fa*onj( Ojc %11@ 3YW‘P fOﬂ" %110 mos% CW% haﬂ a S’M’THlCW
GX’PC‘VW%CC 1’61‘?}9 ‘POSSGSS&CI @ %hc (b(zy 31’105% hC %GCCWHC a fmop@, so.cl shaclow O:f hwnsc([f{: jfha% g hacl
%O %uny 1‘11%0 5101413 a@%‘hiﬂﬂ whwh g 07_1]0‘1/@] since %110 515%0‘7‘ CiGCle 0‘7})0\?0& 10@&11}9 hCY 1’4"0%110’1"

aroun
m:gmmam

g IGCI %110 34’0‘1173 1"11%0 :H’LC room ‘Wi%h %110 S@Cﬁ"i% yassctgc a‘nél fowccl gmmcw& %O 100ﬁ CWO‘U.%CI %110
yoom was ﬁue& ‘Wl%h fuvm%ufrc CO‘V@'Y‘@CI (Ey 01C1 010%115 which g had %lhc O%hCﬂ"S UNcover cmcl inaes 19@%0

CHOS% sa’( a10%3 one waﬂ w'hwh Sca%hac CIlSCO‘UC’YCCl CO‘H%&H’W& a ??‘U‘HCHC Of (MOO& cmal ?JO‘YICS &, %11@%
Ojc %110 ‘YI‘LWSGMOACI Wc Sh‘T"UjﬂdCl CL‘HCI 1Cﬂ olown %116 S%CLH’CGSC %O %110 %ascmcnj{

3% (1101%.% occur %0 me CL% %710 %rmc, %U% W¥1%1%3 %‘1115 Nnow.,. weé were CCY%&’L‘H@ cauous %0 ﬂlc 1010&
Ojc :nl@#’c 1’61%3 a WO‘chl S %100(1 am& %oms in our VCWL} hcmcls jﬂhis whcﬂc adwn%umnj ?.JUSM’lCSS 18
CM‘%CWVJM maﬁmg me ICSS s;wcmmsh %1115 sn % ‘VLCCCSSQ’N@ a ba& %111%3, %ujf %ha% CGW‘%CWH@ claclfn %
jfaﬁc 10%3



The Damned Murder House's Damned Murder Basement
ﬂ@ mom@’n% we @‘n%@’?’@& %he ‘baseme‘n% Ch@’n%‘l‘n ﬁ?lecl %h@ a‘l”/ WG CO‘UICI‘” % maﬁ@ O‘U% %110 WO‘YCIS/ or

cren WHCY(Z 1% was CO‘Wan fvom, ?m% 1% con%mwol %hrwghw% our e*n%we %1‘1’710 C%‘PIO‘Y‘I%j %11@ ‘P(ICLC@

g% was cw%aml_y a 111{90 Y@lec ’WHG% %710 chcm%my 5%0?730(1 (rmuch 1@%@’?"

&TW%& %11@ en%mme %O ﬂlc %O«SG‘MG‘H% was a SG% Ojc C@‘P%S, ?O%W Ojc %hem (om jCOV mc[h fam*tly
mem%w) were scc&ccl cmcl a ﬁﬁh fOﬂ’ %Ahld clcacl %a@ was wnsmleél amél ‘U%OCCU‘P‘[@&, ﬂ-{h@ 51%%11 was

movre %0‘7"4"1 ‘le 1% a‘P CWG& as 1 someone ’hacl ?J‘Y'Oﬁ(’,‘n ou% O?C 1% 51101/1'%‘9 %11@ h@a@ S%O’!'w S(la(l) O‘U%
of The way as # loft U St close o gl For-agn i do Had it

Bast the crypts was a dining hall covered in gnawed upon bones. The family, then, was clearly
canni balistic, cating those poor folks that they sacrificed on their hidden altar, glwmg rushed into
this voom, impatient at our slow progress, and nearly died for @ a monster hid in a darkened
alcove and bit his face almost imme&ia%@, U&\ge%ﬂhw, jfhe vest of us managed to take it down, my
magic this Hme manifesting as a Witch Bolt.

:Thc oﬂlm’s 11@11003 glwiﬂnj 3@% back onto 111'5 fee% whﬂc J ponﬂcwﬁ %11@ new swﬂ; shoo’(inj 1{911%%1'%3
out of my ﬁnjeﬁips was awesome, and it cw%ainly fried ’fhe creature 1o a crisp, Tha% said, 7'd
meant o shoot Magic Missiles at the beast.. Tm still not sure why, but the new spells T'we
learned since aclwnéwin\g around hcwe all rlwelopcél as J a%%emy’tcal to cast some’dﬁnj similar,

but wﬁh %he new s«peﬂ havmﬂ a yfca’(w offect. Tlps is wov’(h mws%zga%my, s as if my mcyic

is wspomimg o my need for certain spens 1o be added o my wpw%owc This is something N
consider tonight, it would ccq”camly be mice to have some way of ceasing the incessant How’lmg
Keeping Norriana awake and annoying j(he rest of us, 7%@1;0 somc’(hmj to how ’(hefm backs Or
o ward an arca, Reeping wc@ﬁm\g awciyg hmam, .. 7N ’(hmﬁ more on %7115 and e%ﬁam later,

ﬂﬁw reviving glwmﬂ and telling him off for running ahead, we continued along - a bit more
cau%iousl% ﬁp’s time, We wcn’(ually came across a room con%ai%inj a Tall statue 110131'%3 a ctys%c&im
orb, This... may have excited me more jfhcm it shoulcl. In w’(woswc’f my actions were idiotic, but

at jfhe time, .. ’(he orb looked fmcg;iccd to me and %houjms of saf@’@ 1eﬁ my mind as 7 raced o

examine i1, ‘Jmmc&{a%c@ upon j(ouc’hin\g %110 orb, jﬂloujh, ﬂlos’(s appecwc& all around me and {mmcéliajte@
afacked,

g was ou% n a SCCO‘YLCI UNCONscious fﬁ”O‘WI %1101‘?’ a%%acﬁs WHen g was www& (lly %110 0%1104’5/ 9(710
1105%5 were jO‘YlC CWlCl a 1101@ hacl Q‘P’PCCWC& in one Ojc ﬂl& waﬂs glwm3 hacl appcwcn’dy CQS% a sin 10
S‘P(Zu %HCL% &CS%’Y@G& ﬂlem an as weu as %710 waﬂ &% %11@ j(mw 17 wasn % sure chO‘W fmuch Of %11@%
was h}/pw%olc O.‘VLCI SM’TVP@ W'CSO(lQ«'CCl %0 wa%ch him fuv’(hcv 7l/ow, :} ﬁﬂO‘w 1% was %0% some Of 1‘15

abilities are incredi M:y po%cn%, hc’s jus% not ﬂle best at using 'ﬂlcm at %116 4’1:971% time,
Fmm, I should work on directing him more carefully, Alaybe if T can convince him o listen 1o

my orders in battle, we can use his abilitics more eﬁec%iw@,

7 was incredi %19 sad 1o motice %71@ orb was MISSING, Scajfhac looked me s%m{gh% in 9(710 facc and

096731&1%001 %ha% 1% 110.61 SHCL%%@W’CCI &uﬁ’i%ﬁ %110 ﬁjh% ﬂa% @1%3 naalor]zuan_jusjt wamj(ccl %O ﬁCCfP 1% fvom
me; 1% %uww& ou% :Hla% glwmﬁ lha(l %aﬁcn ﬂlc 04"% %GJCOYG chiv1%j me. @C%wccn %110 %hwc O‘)C %110‘11’1/
aw1n3, Saaﬂlac, cmcl fﬁmnacm hacl CCY%&WI@ %00% aljﬂ1ﬂj %IhC‘MS(’lVCS cg;amsj( me. g«mmcwfl CUYYC%%
701@11 %O CL??Q‘HCIO% jﬂlem is SG@‘WM‘H& 11ﬁ0 a %C%%@Y cmcl %C%%C‘Y 1CICCL as g CO’H%H%LG %O TCCO%%% ﬁps

&@w@, at %71@ time 7 hacl no idea about ’(hc orb and continued a1onj a bit saﬁy, but o%hwwisc as
if noﬂ]’i@ chl happcmcl J was still posscssccl here and dictated our next sj(c?os of hcacli@ out a
certain passaoc. This passage led %o a bedroom, which con%aimcl:ye‘? anaﬁsz st of Surpriscs,
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In jﬂle bedroom, we found some miscellancous uscless ftems like ’(owhes, a lantern, armor, and such,
Our cleric was 11“1"729 to see ’ﬂp's, since she still hcul very 1Mle egu&pﬁen’( aﬂev hw run—in wml
Goblins, but the other items were muéh more interesting: a mcymﬂ cloak which 7 was held back
from touching given the... incident.. in the previous room (w"pc glwm took - the cloak scems
to help protect him from enemics, 7 would love o get my hands on ’(ha’({ some potions of healing
(¢ pOcﬁe’(ccl two and gave jfhe other two To some more injured party members, who guaﬁe& them
1mmeo’lm9wb some thicves' tools (Emmeral ook These, the rest of us probably would have broken
them cm:ywcgy) and - most importantly - a Wizard's Spcmaooﬁ

Yes, the spcu%ooﬁ 7 mentioned carlicr, The one T'm cuwen%ly tearing my hair out a’c%empjfinﬁ 1o
decipher, The one j(ha’f's been on my mind since 7 first laid cyes on it That spemaooﬁ,

W£%71 some ’Wepiélajfion from our resident @inj hwo, 7 convineed %71@ group 1o et me che %71@
book, That was a huge victory - worth losing the chance of getting the cloak over., Q.Uha’t s one

mc&gu 1%0‘1’?1 CO‘YWPG:YGCI %O %hc CH@%CG Of 10&0’%1%3 mMovre CL%W% manwpda%mﬁ %110 U@w fa%we Ojc mqgic

Al fl

‘Unfov%una’ce@, picking up jﬂlcsc tems spawnecl a jwap in ﬁle room; two ﬂlasj(s burst out of %71@
walls to atlack us, (s an aside, ﬁlcse were ciem*ly %716 pawnj(s of j(il'lc Durst fami@

N was during this point that Elwing finally revealed his true abilities. In front of our very eyes,
he leaped at one of %hc ohasts and turned m’(o a bear before he'd even landed, T was amazing;
74d Hccwcl of shapeshtﬁcvs, of course, and 7 knew that druids often could do this, But T'd never
scen 11 dome in veal-life and T'd always thought it was only the most powerdul of druids that
could do this. Fortunalely, he's mot much smarter Hhan the average bear, so Emmeral and 7 should
have no problems ’faﬁmg him off-ouard if need be.

Where did we go after This room? T vemember we were sct upon by ohouls along the hallways of
the dungeon at some poin’(, but nothing interesting was involved in that foht Tm p«e’c@ sure
that was when 7 needed 1o intimidate Emmeral into fiohting alonoside us, His posscssion having
pwwn%e& him from being his usual 561f

g m ‘l%m"dcl‘l m:y 31@& g (llcl %1115} since 1% sava& my own 113(:0 1@%&” ﬂn a%jfcm %Wlﬂ %O 1%%‘1‘?’711(10.%0

'hmn, d ac%uaum; mcmcggcal %O %C‘M’ify ﬂld ?0550551%3 S‘PM‘%% oujt Of 111<m, w%%h %ha% 110 was no 10%jCY
‘POSSGSSCCl _750 Clh:l% % cx 1@1% %O CL@O%C CL?JOU% 1115 ‘POSSCSHO%, ’(houjh, S0 g 1)01104/@ 110 &1&% % wahzc

why he hacl ?300’!1 SO afwwcl g‘l%h(lﬁ’ wcty, 110 was C%WCCI now, cmcl CO‘L&& CO%%WW,G 1115 ‘VO(LG Ojc 51@%311%0Y1%3

our enemics cmcl wc&ﬁmg in fq’on% Of us %O S(ZCWCH f0¢’ %’YWPS

@ some poin’c, we also came across a set of small bedrooms all mestled ’(oge%‘hw gaéh of ’(hosc
bedrooms contained socme’fhi@ wovjﬂlwhﬂq most of %ﬁcm contained 3013 or items wov’th some small
amounts of oold, but we also came across a silvered shoy’(swovcl, which Emmeral took since he was

wauy %(he 0%@ one Of us %haj( COUL; ’P’?’O‘PCY@ use 1% f@ 1Gﬁ 1‘15 ‘}M"@‘WOUS SHOY%SWOY& ?Jchmcl WHMHJ
CL% %hc %1‘?110/ S(ZC‘YYLGCI COW‘PIC%G@ fnowma(l %u% in Y@%YOS’F@C% was u%%caf([y 1&10%16 ‘wﬂhy 10@4’0 %chmol a

‘PCYjCQCﬂ 300& S’WOW‘CI g %1&‘7110 m\y ?ossesswn fCM‘ ﬂle fac% %haj( :—’ &13% % CO‘M‘MC‘H% on %7115
g% was wrouml %1115 jfﬂ’n@ jfha% we S%CW%@CI %O fmaﬁc oujf %7‘[0 CI‘M‘GC%%O‘H %hc chcm’(m\g was commj jc‘YO‘TT‘L,

?oﬂowin\g our cars, we made our way élcefpev into %hc mgﬂojf

&% %1115 ‘PO%‘H% g shouw men%wn :H'LCL% ftnnac%aﬁo% ajf%acﬁccl ?M,; a CIOO’Y whtch ShC S%Ucﬁ hw car
aﬁams% %O 115%0% ‘PQS% %710 &OO‘Y cﬂnclcd M‘P %cmy a mimic ‘Which 716101 fas% %0 hcv car cmzl a%jfc‘m %Ccl %O

1]}% ‘HOW‘ SCCle a JOO‘Y CL%%MHCCI %0 hC‘Y cr CL%%CW‘P%WLQ %O h‘lﬂ’% hC’Y g mus’( CLCI‘Y?M% g was 1@%3111%3
o Yard To help her dofeat 2



This mimic quarded the entrance to the final arcas of this dungcon. This final level contained ornly
two arcas of note: a sct of gail cells and a ritual room, a hca@ yov%cuws 10cﬁin3 it away,

?o«%una’(cb, we Hacl wml us all 9(710 ﬁmssc jfha% is a bear,
ame;, j(hc ?:ccw, svmfply 11ﬁc& j(he povjccunw, %hvowm\g it uqowo;rczs wﬂh such fowc 9(11@’( it ac’(uauy

?M"Oﬁd jhaj( was cev’(amly CO‘WV@‘YIW'H% as c, m ‘HO% sure %1107’@ was a@ Oﬂl@‘?’ wcgg 1%%0 %110 room,

1§ Yoom was % ¢ souyrce o % ¢ ¢l CL’YI%M"L 5 WG were con c?en% 0 % 15 ?)‘U% somenow 1% (’11 com 10%"1
Thi h f 19 £ é pletely

silent as we entered, This scaved us all enough %Ha% we exp(low& ’(710 room incredi 1@ cau%iously,
not even s’(eppi'nﬁ on the central dias at first, :

3.71@ room was SW@W‘PC& ‘W‘lﬂl CICC‘P ‘WCL%@‘Y %11’?’0% hou% %he room, & CO‘YI%’Y@I ohas saj( mn %’hd CG%%TC/
and a ledoe around Fhe ovter wall allowed us fo walk Froush & G Phe back of Fhe room, o hear
Ojc whajf we %11011 11% was, , ) &M’% cmcljcw%oge SCL% in an a1cow WG (2.3 10‘?’0& %1115 CQU%‘IWSI‘}}; M%
01’0%%1&@119 Seaﬂlacjum?e& onj(o %110 C@‘n%ﬁ’d1 clms ﬂmmeclm%cly, C1OCL£0(1 ﬁﬁuvcs amoccwecl aﬂ CWO‘WHCI
%110 100}90 cmcl 1’){9@11’1 %110”‘ Ch@ﬂ%‘l%j agam, %1115 %Wn@ pvodmmmj 0‘1’10 ‘WL‘US% CbC

Kinnacia shol an arrow al one of the fioures, bul it simply passed through, as if the fioure wasn't

cren %110’7‘0,

:This scared %Hc cvcv—1ovinj :501 out of us and we tore out of %11@ room, (A1 of Uus save Scajﬂlac,

’t’ha% is; as soon as she a’f%e«m«p’(ccl to leave ’(he dias, %ha refuse fpﬂe at ’(ha back of %he room woke
up and attacked hefr

She fought @ walianly, ut @ ate Yer before any of us could veturn %o folt against & Fight

C£9CL1%S% 1% we Cl’t(l %710‘1{911} CWlCl ‘WCZ GQ’C%%UCLN;? ﬁ‘luﬂ& 1% %hou h %0% %CjaYCZ aw’t%j Hacl come a haw S—%YCCLCI%AH
f«om clca%h w&% %110 CYC&%MYC S &daﬂb %110 chcm%m:; s%omoccl amcl %lhd c1oaﬁecl ﬁﬂY@S vafmshccl 3-11@

housc haﬂ %CC‘H 6104%50& Ojc 1%5 CZWI

We Took some time Yo mourn our lost party member, though 7 admit T believe her death was for
%’ha best in w%ospcc%, Behween har ac%iw@ working qga{ns% me and ”hw wownsi@ 1o lead us
blindly into danger, our lives our safer wﬁhou’f her. jw death also gave Kinnacia a chance to loot
her %o&y for the a&vcn’cwmj supplics she'd been missing. This was... surprisingly cold for a
“g00d” lovie, bl then, T we said before that something about her is not what it scems, T Yook

gcaﬁlae § ‘V'O‘PC, You can never 11@4/0 C%th ’YO‘PC

@a%%cwcl CL‘YICI %W’LSC& we ’mCLClG our wcuu %acﬁ %hafou 11 ﬂld olunjcon (/4%(1 %ohis is whaw g G’GCJAZCCI
%110 Oﬂld‘?’ CLS‘PCC% Of my ‘POSSCSSiO% my 31105% 0113 ‘110% wcmjf me %O 1@@4’0 %h@ 110”50

7 convinced the parlty to stay in the beds downstairs a night, fo vest up before escaping the house.
They listened 1o me, content 1o obey my wishes, while 7 silen’@ tried to fioure out how to escape
my possession. J did not sleep well that night.

ﬂ'n %‘hd movm@, we CO“H%%UO& ou% Of %hd %QSC‘WLG%% :THC Housc 11&(1 %w"nccl c&gams% us; @pmson S‘PYCCLCI
%hvoujh @‘V@@ room cmcl %110 &OO’YS hacl 1900% wﬂaccal ?zy swmymg (MCLCICS WC ha’?‘&l‘l} maalc 1% ou%
CLIH/C/. 1)‘1,&% a com%majwon Ojc gwcﬁ ‘Y(ZﬂC%CZS ancl CIC%CYM1%1%3 jfhc paj(jfwn Of jfhc S‘Wi‘nji%j 1)1«15&5

helpedins, Throuoh,

Tust as we neared the final door, Though, my possession tugged harshly on me and I couldn’? leawe
the house. I managed to make it obvious enough as to my ch'licamcn’( thouoh, telling the others
that 7 felt like this house was safe and worth staying in. Tt was just obvious enough, I think,
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that Emmeral finally realized what was going on. he yelled at me for a while, %@1’@9 fo scare out
the ohost -

T we seen him kil wml very 1Mle effort, s1ic1'n3 muwpla monsters a?m’% wi%'h a sinjlc swing of
his sword, By rights 7 should be terrified of him, but somehow. .. he's _gjust not a very intimidating
person, Tt Yook him far too long %o ﬁm&@ intimidate the ghost out of me, Thouoh T'm thankful
he did so, since it let me fnally (Fnally!) escape the house, T meed To remember to mever let him
%ﬁy to intimidate someone we need Tervified, Useless,

Barovia

Wﬁh %ha’(, we stumbled into %71@ 1{911% of Barovia - 9(110 town, not %71@ cown%@,

Well, 7 say %110 1{971%, but - %710“.911 ﬂlc %ﬁ was gone - %11@ jloom covering %11@ s@ pwwn%ccl any
real sunlight from veaching %714’015911 to us, R was.., 194’1;971%09' %hcm nighttime, but not @ much,
This seems to be a trend in Bavovia - ’(’he coun%ty, not %He town - days later, and we ve still 30%

to see the sum, (& massive castle ?ecw‘l over a hill to jfhe fnoyjﬂb only ?acwe@ iMluminated @ the
Tacki of sun Sy would. discover Jately Whak The Bastlc: was Steahds Howie

We wandered around until we fouml a mwéhcm% near wha% we assumed was ci@ contre, Emmeral
?Joujhjf some mew armor, and didn'? scem owfrly pcv%w%e& %ha% %71@ pm'ce was ten times as much as
it would be a@whavc clse. Be also ﬁep’( asﬁifnj about any eeepmsiw tems %110 mewhcm% may haw

hac’l %ch{nd ’(Hc counter, ﬂ@ assumjojtion is Emmeral is w’c’hw %Hcm ’hc's been 1@%’@ on,

e did jﬁfy to 71@31@ a bit, %Housﬁ, but %110 mwchcm% _gust called out his son (naﬁlaw?)/ a 31’@%9( of
a man j(ha% 110 used To s%vonj—avm us into paying jﬂle normal fec, Emmeral guicﬁ@ fomc& ch,
which makes semse; if someone is wininj to %Hwa%en you ’(ha’( blatantly, jchgy o%viously won 1
apwccia’cc any move hagoline.

We asked %hc mewhan% if he ha& any maps, but he said he didn'?, he gave us a vague cicswip%ion
of ﬂle area, %Houﬁh, %‘ha% 7 can basically summarize as: Barovia (%own) is in ﬂlc cast pa«% of

Barovia (counjtty), So incredi %ly uscfuT, J know, T m hopcfmﬂ we'll be able To find a map tomorrow

in Vallaki (T get To that later)
The merchant also directed us to the Town bar. R was... not much %o look at. Dirly, with the

most boring ?chﬁccp T we ewer come acvoss: when we entered, he listed his wines and ﬂlcio’ prices
in a monotone whﬂc wiping a 31@55 wi’(h an cven divter a0, (ﬂ(sﬁinﬂ him a gucs%ion _just made
him wpea’c the prices, still have mo idea what was going on with that

Thwe colowfuuy—olwsse& women in %ﬁc corner attracted Emmeral's attention, w’lp'ch lifted my
spim’%s a bit: 7 m}jgycol watching him fail to chat with the three women, their cold shoulders were
hilaw’ous To see. If 74d have %7101{911% 9(71@ may have Ha& any useful information, I may hawe
_joined jfhem, but %1103 didn'? scem ’fhe %fviq'h%csjf sort,

Gnd s{’f’ci@ in jche corner was Jsmark, jche (bw:gomasj(cfr’s son, We didn't hnow %hajt al first, bul

he ﬂukﬁb noticed our cars (looks life clves are a varity avound here, 1ucﬁj; us), surmised we weve
adventurers, and asked for our 71@110, his sister was being stalked by S’m‘h& (yes, the same 5%@71&
von %cwoviéh fyom %he murder house)j and 71@ needed someone 1o %inj hw %) safa’@ in Vallaks,
We agree to come wi%ﬁ him to talk wml Jrena (s sister), %110“.911 we insisted we hac’ln"( 30% agreed
to take him up on the guest. Even thouoh we ended up agrecing, T must admit T was proud of us
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jCO‘Y %O% WSHiﬂﬁ 1%%0 @T@@i‘nj a% %110 _ﬁ’V‘S% hi%% Ojc a wgws’c @Iem’@, SCQ%HM S u%fm’%unajw clm%h
10ﬁ us 1@55 hﬁc@ %O ac% 11.&0 110’1"065 g m UG@ much n fcwow’ Ojc 1115

&S 110 %vwgh% us %O 7115 1101&561 gsmcwﬁ %0(101 us a %1% more o.?vou% %hd %own :Hla% 110 was %hc son
Ojc %‘H@ %O‘W“rl § ?JUUOWCLS%GY w'ho 110.3 ‘PO«SSG& awcky Oﬂly a few 3@35 ago CWLCI %ha% jfh@ %own was. .,

wen ’HO% ‘WO’Y%% S‘P@%a‘l%j %WYW 1%/ %G%WCZG% 5%7@11& summomnj WO1‘UGS CL%CI o%hev ‘TYLO‘HS%M‘S cmﬁ %110

Darch of Hhe Dead”, both of which happencd every mioht - we didn't ask about The Dardh, sinee
we CWYM’QCI CL% Usmcwﬁ S 1101150 %CfO’V@ we %110‘]{911% %0 CLS.& &%0%1167’ %‘}11%\9 h(’, ‘1116%%10%0& ﬂlew s a

Uts%am CCLM‘P %O %110 AW(ZS% Ojc @Mowa Wc ve 73&55@(1 1% now, ?m% g SuS‘P@C% g ﬁnow WHGYOQ%OM%S 1%
1s k‘nO‘Yﬂl CL% %’h@ fO*’ﬁ ‘Wl%!h %110 3@110W5 ) in casc we’ ‘YWCCI %O heacl %Mﬁ %hm’e

CU‘PO‘H waahmg %11@1‘1" housc w[hubh was in shamues, 119 %11@ wcty The CL%%M.&S %haj( ﬂsmcwﬁ 'hacl ‘WLG‘H%O‘HG&
were 0?9‘1/10%5@ %WG CL% ﬁvs%\ﬂcmcc, j1ven %11@ 0‘71%”"0 fﬁ’Oﬂ% CWCI was %O‘Y‘n U )j we fouml O‘U% jfhajt
CJ’YC%CL olulﬂn % cen wcm% %0 10@‘1/0 %hd %own @aﬂ Ojc %1115 was %ha% iﬂl@ﬂ’ fa%ﬁw hcul no% cren %ccn

%ufrw&ycﬁf %u% was 10;91719 (1@0.(1 in %11@14’ 1101&5@ %110 Oﬂl@ﬁ" was %ha’( SHQ soméhow Wiecl %1115 %ow% afncl
chcl*n % ‘WCL‘H% %O 1@@1’@/ cen jCOY 11@4’ own safaj@ 50‘?’?1@%111%3 a%u% hwlf‘l“r‘lj 3‘7‘0%’% ‘WP 1107‘@

ch OﬁG‘YGCI %O ‘P‘Y‘O’W&G ‘PTO%GC%iO‘n fOW‘ %h@m cmcl %Yi%j hev _‘faﬂl@*’ %O %110 CHUW'C(h fO’Y a ‘P‘YO‘P(’A" 13‘1”"1'@1}

since i¥'s about the only way we can convince her to leave, Even then, Jrema barely felt safe emough
- his should have been proof enouﬂh for me that she was a coward, but 7 guess T missed the
obvious, We carried the father in his makeshift coffn 1o the church; once there, Emmeral Took to
digoing the ovave while 7 walched over him and the body, The other’s went Yo find the wws’( in
order 1o perform a ceremony; pevsomﬂ@, J %ﬁwyh’( it wouw be enough %71@% we had a cleric wml
us, Tw Kinnacia felt someone of "%110 aypvoyviajfe local fai’fh” shouw run ’(ha ceremons,

Th@ O’G%UY‘TLCCI SHOY%@ 0%01{911 u&h %110 pwesg{ who ran a S‘l‘ﬂﬂﬂ@ 0%014:911 cawmmgy :nla% g m CO%ﬁ&G‘n%
g CO‘LJ& haw faﬁcd my wcuu %11‘)’01&\911 &h ‘Wﬁn 1% chcln % %Ctﬁc %!hcm ‘YYWICH %vme %O jCC%C[h %116 fpwcs%
S0 1% § %Ojf WO‘Y%‘h comﬂammg a%oujf @651(;05/ %hgy 31& 1&@‘?‘% 50‘1110%111‘7’}9 1%%04’05%1%3 ﬂ]’d pwws’( is

hi&in\g 111'5 son in jfhc cﬁwcﬁ %ascmenjc cver since 111'5 son was twrned into a vccmpiw

TH‘LS was our ﬁw% 1‘11(116@%10% Of WHCL% ‘WC ve s’(umma& 1%%0, ?ﬁy ﬂld ‘WOJL} g lhwlfd a %a& f@d‘l‘nj CL%OU%
‘UCLM‘PH’CS; %c%wccfn :ch ‘P‘YWS% S Son cmol S%‘)’CLHCI tmgy%e fOCMSi%j on 10@4’%1%3 ma:gtc %ha’( can QCCL(L
‘Wl%h UQ‘YH‘PM’CS ‘WO‘LJCI maﬁe MOY¢e SCNSC j{hwﬂ WO14/6$ WC can mcmcgc %11050 ‘WOLV&S/ M% vwmpwcs
hmmm

@@w@, Rinnacia and glwinj appcwcn’@ decided o ignore %Hc vampire, and Emmeral and I felt
no need 1o complcu’n, so we left the churdh aﬁw the fumwﬂ to return to the burgomaster’s house

for the evening and rest before we set out in the morning. s we left, the priest did inform us

of a few more things: that the (ﬁm»c of Saint Markovia in Rresk Uus% ast Waﬂaﬁﬁ would

be safer for rena and that the ﬂﬂcwch of the Dead we'd heard about mv01vc5 huml«ccls of souls

rising from %hc necw@ 3vav@avcl and mcwc’hm‘g no«’(h cvery mﬂﬂ
?cvsona(lb, T'm qgains% %vi%ﬁinj Trena o Rresh; so 10719 as Vallaki Has somcwhcw ﬂcccn’(ly safe

jCOT Hm’/ %110‘?’0,5 Nno reason fOT us %O CO%%‘HMC ‘W‘l%h HCY %O fvcsﬁ, g’él va%hc»r we SGCWCH jCOY some

way oul of Barovia (country, again) or, well, TN write about my talk with Strahd in a minule,

As fov ’(71@ 7\&%112 wm it ccﬂam@ ptg/uccl my interest al %110 time. accwly somcﬁpfnj m’(cws%m\g
was amma%mj %hc dead - and mvcs’(zga%mj %ha% has gone well fow me %cfow Unfoﬁunajtﬂcu,

we ckgwecl %ha% %wnjmﬁ Irena to safc havc"n ook pwcc&cncc, and so we didn'? s%a:y %hc ngﬂﬂ n
Barovia To ﬁml out wha% exac%ly was 9oing on,

O‘H our wm; ?oacﬁ ij jfhc ?J‘U‘YQO“MCLS%CY S hOUSC} glwmj pYO”L/CCI %Ha% we 11@(31% COW‘F&C%C@ frefmowcl
%110 1&10%16 hwocs fG’O‘m. our \94’0‘1173 WC hCCWCI an O?.cl woman scﬂmg pas%wcs %110 S%‘YGC% over cmcl
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were inclined %o inwsj@a’ce, 7%’(71{@ scemed amiss ot first, and 7 was inclined 1o ignore ’ﬂle woman,
but T waited too long to speak; trouble found us, regardless, e} couple answered one of the door’s

%11@ wﬁéh ﬁnoaﬁc& on cm& %h¢ ‘W’t%ch 5%010 iﬂlﬁ‘?’ Clhl(lfl ﬂ@ were, 0%‘1!101&51‘}), &1s%¢au311% (Lu% maﬂe no
move %O 3@% jfhe Ch11& (Bacﬁ &S %110 ‘Wl%ch CO;YTWCI on 110‘7‘ wctyj aw%%j maﬂa 1115 mowve,

glwmg chm:qecl ou% %0 con.’ﬁro'n% 110‘7’} %110 ’Y(ZS% Ojc us wiuc%cmﬂ‘y fonowmé; gwna, %110 CO‘WCWCI she 151

ran Home Than 6\90.1%} is 1% COWCW'C&C(Z 1f Sohé mo.c?c iﬂl@ CO‘Y‘Y@C% 62061510%

60%%1%“1‘719 %Hc %ﬁ’c‘n& Ojc m:y %01%3 our s?oﬁcsmcm, g CO’WV’WLCG& 110‘7" %0 10% %110 01111&30 8710 secmc&
CO‘M‘PT.C%C@ wiwnj %O &0 S0, a'ncl unw*tﬂmg %O 30 %O (MO’WS, 1’1&% 9(71@9( wasn % 0%0‘1&31’[ jCCM" us, awwy
CWlCl fwmaem asﬁecl me %O P*’(’«SS %116 155%0, g 01161 ?m% g was nowhew near aMa %O 1%%1‘?’7113@%@ 11@4’
1%%0 ‘PTO’MiSl‘Hj %O never ’?’0%1”‘% She SM’WP@ 10%3110& a% me ‘w1%h _ﬁ’?’@ ?71@21%9 mn HGT @65 = g
ﬁmw %110% %Ha% shc was SM‘WP@ ﬂo:ymj ‘Wl%h us CL%Cl CO‘LL161 ‘Wl‘Pd jn‘@ ﬂOOY ‘Wﬁh a@ one Ojc us,

7 was stunned wﬁ‘h fccw, whwh glwm3 of course 1ok as a 3003 reason to attack hev ‘Jmmc&m’(&
she Tet out a ﬂw@ of magic - of evfac’@ controlled magic - to ﬂwas%a%mj cﬂ'ec% T ook gfmtmeml
clwmj in and no’ucca%@ huv’(mg ’heﬂr donj wﬁh ’fhe rest of our group 111%%1@ hev and cven Ismark
11@1 ing out) ?)efow J was conﬁ&m’( cnoujh to Join in, Even jﬂlm, she fowscal 71@4’ attention on me:
after 7 1aum71ecl a Fire Boltat her, she simply 1au\971cél and launched one right back Fers, mind,

was sgqmﬁcan%b 10.*(9w and more on—%cu@cj( %hcm mine. I sHll remember hw taunt; “Tet me show
_you wha% real magic looks like”, 011 %he %hinjs 7 could Haw Tearned j:*rom 11@4* ijf we'd Haw simﬁy
tried to be on ’hm’ 300& side instead of a%’(acﬁinj hw Wﬂ&@,

Tt was a boost o my self—confidence later, when she shot out three Magic Missiles at me and
7 vesponded with four vight back at her: this time, my magic responded well and T knocked her
back wi’(h %hc force of my wiugoww, :7\@ atack, in fo,o%, was enough to %cwify her into rUnNing

away

NMindlessly, our group chased after her; glwifnj and Emmeral s?«injfinj after her, while 7 followed
on@ closc@ enough 1o not lose sight of the others. @%oomﬁvs@ morons,

?l%cdlﬁy} we CO‘Y‘HG’YCCl hCY in an CL(”,C‘L} Jhc 0%110‘7’5 SuY¥W%30(l 1104’} 51151%3 a% h@ﬂ’ W’t%‘h %11014" S‘WOYCI
%U% cven %Ha’( was %Ojf gwj(c d%O‘ujh %O feﬂ 1104’ :rehiy ﬁm&b ﬁnoaﬁed lhm’ ciown amcl gmmwal gucs%wm(l
,hCW CL?)O‘U% %hc area; SHG smcl %Oﬂliﬂj Ojc 1‘”17004’%@‘1’1(:0, 0%1107‘ %110% ‘mC‘H%‘lO%Tnj qgam %hd 61]15%@‘?11 cam
?cﬂla?s 1% 1s ‘WO‘Y%BH TG%U‘Y%1%3 eas’( ij 1’151% jfha% ccvmp haéln % ‘YCQLZC& 1% CL% %11@ jﬁmc, ?J‘u% %110

Jact hat both The witdh and Tsmark had mentioned 7%, maybe Pheve is something of value Hhore!

gmmcwl - in a rarc ‘YYIO‘MC‘VL% Ojc a%soiu%c S%U‘P’t&’t%ﬂu - answer jfhe wﬁéh S gucs%wn Ojc thﬂlﬁ’ we
‘WO‘LLL:I jtm&e hC‘Y hfﬁ jCCW 1%3(:04"111&%10% @ 09670101%1‘719 :Hla% no, we woum ﬁf” 1107‘ cﬁhev way 3-110
‘W‘l%ch n a ﬁ% Of a@ev, %11‘7‘01.(! a ‘ﬂU’Y’Yﬂ; ofzﬁ}ocns a’( him; G%O‘ujh %O ﬁnoaﬁ him UNCONnscious cmcl

ive me some 1%%0705%1%3 1&0@5 jCO‘Y S‘PCHS (¢ GUC‘H%‘UCLH &OW‘YLG& %110 W’t%chj Cu%%iﬂj 1109’ hcaal Oﬁ
such %ha% shc &15@‘}3’?0&4’0& ina %hw Ojc clus%, (Bu% hO‘PGqu(lIy %110 oﬂlws wﬂl 110.‘1’6 100&’%0& a 10550%

fvom ’f'his,
Mot jfha% I jﬂp’nﬁ %hcw’s a big chance of ’fhajf

jcwmg ‘bm’c@ ﬁtnc& 3(710 W1%Ch %ha% hacl %CG% COW’P{lC%Clv ncu%ml %O us, we CO‘H%‘WL‘UCCI on %O QSWCW.& §
110%5@, Oﬂb %O ﬁnol S%’YOJ!& sj(cmolmy in %110 f?’O%%ﬂOA’& S%CW‘L‘Hj ‘L‘H%O :HIC S.@

7 don't know wha% to gfhmﬁ about S%MHSL gwtyom acls as 13‘: he's Thc %cwiﬁz;i@ly

cvil willain, bul T'm not so sure,

_750 SGG‘WW&,,, ‘PI@QSCWI%, g a‘P‘Pﬂ’OaChG& hrm omcl CO‘mmC‘H%CCl on %he W@aﬂl@ﬁ'} anrl he SGGWG&&@%U‘[‘HG@

plcaseol at how nice i1 was U’% was cold, c1ouc}y, and rainy - a ycrfccjf c‘la\y for a vamjoiw), e
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asked as 1o whaj( we were up to, but didn'? seem owvly concerned %Ha% we were, ’(echniccﬂly, ac%inj

ctgains% him ‘he cven asked as %o wha% J, pcvsona11y, wanted out of life.

e has power. he has knowledge, he has fpwfec% control overhimseld, dAnd he has immo«%ﬂi@, he
has,,, we@’(ﬁinﬁ 7 want and ha knows ’(ha% - and he seems Hamgy 1o shcwe it wi’f’h me, We didn'?
hammey out details or a@j{hinj neay %ha’c, csyec{auy not wml %'he cleric ?swa’(’ﬁinj down my neck
and Jsmark's hand suspiciously on his sword, but he offered cverything T desive and didn't cven
seem like 116'3 ask a@%’hin‘g in return,

‘Ufha% would an immorial vampire wi’(h a coun%ty under his control ask for, a@w@? e has

w@’(hinj he desives, what need would e have of asking some%hinj from meé
Bower like his, I can't ewen belicve i, ‘e can control ’fhe weaﬂlw across all of Barovia - %7ze

entive country! - and bend it Yo his exact desives, e has 10%3 since discovered far more about
:ﬂlc nature of magic %hcm J, mcgg?ac %hcm 7 ever will, and he would share %ho.jf wml me, he offered
immov’(cﬂi@, so 7 could continue my scarch inﬁnﬁe@,

T am incredi ‘Bly %emp’(ecl to take up 111'5 oﬁw to Join hifm,
:/%cgﬂm ’hc's cwil? ﬂ/ﬂcgﬂac T m cvil for cven cons{ﬂminj it 7 don't Anow, Bul wha% 7 do know

is 7 need to know more.

The group still jdp’fnﬁs J am searching for a way out of %'his Ia(be’las——fovsaﬁm counj(ty, but ’cha’('s
on@ a ruse, W'hy would 7 want %o escape this phce when the target of all of my drcams is hew?
This doesn't mean T we given up my own scarch for the scerels of maogic, not at all, but.. well, 7

'how next time J sqoeaﬁ wﬁh S%mhcl, %hm won 1 be an cmngyinﬂy nosey clevic wa%chinj me,

Sccinj Tsmark 30% %acﬁ—hamleﬂ‘fn%o 9(710 side of %71@ house whan 110 ﬁmlly lost 111'5 %emepw and
aHacked Sj(frcﬂl& was funny, mind, If only it had happcnecl 1o Kinnacia,

(Upon waking %Hc next morning, we set out towards Vallaki, rena in tow,

Jowards Vallaki

The paﬂl to Vallaki was sumwisinj@ active, Or, mo;ny‘be Surprising is fﬂle wrong word, T'm not

sure J'm suwpm’sc& by tmuéh in Barovia anymore,

We'd %cwely walked an hour when we came across a fork in the voad; an emfp’@ gallows ahead
of us, between the forks, and a silent graveyard to the north, &@ sanc person would simply
ignore jfhescz and walk pas%, but our clevic, of course, sjfomoecl 1o peer at i1 intently, sccwéhinj for
who—ﬁnows—wha’( his%owiccﬂ or wi{gious tdbit, We pauseél, waﬁinj for her, gust 10@ enough to
wake the 101acc,

(s we walked away, a sound %ahiml us alerted us o a dead %oa@, sSwinging in %110 3aﬂows, w’hcfrc
it 710.3 not been on@ seconds before. T urned To look at us, its oyes dull and dead,

Uisai& %111'5 ﬂaoc didn'? surprise me much w@mow? yccﬂb J take %ha% back, I was not cxpcc%{nj
the body,

Emmeral and finnacia went to invcs’({gc&c ﬂlc %oé}y, qgcu'ns% our beHer _juc}gcmcn’(, but Jisajopeaye&
in a puff of smoke as she approached. 7 have no idea what it was doing theve, T'm not inclined o
return To find out, cither.
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We 111”"‘1"1@(1 a’lon\g, foﬂowm\g %11@ SO‘Uﬂl@Y‘H fOﬁ’ﬁ meetm%w 61]15%0.%1 comqo is ‘P‘YO(LCL%@ CIOW‘H :ﬂ[é
%04’%11@9’% YOO.& &%0%11@4’ 1101”" CL‘HCI we came across %11@ 14%05% CLCICLI%MJ% %0 our mefrf[y %cmcl Of CL(J/VG%%MT(Z?’S

mfaowmma

T was as we walked through a dark forest, along a winﬂinj pa%h, that we came across her, 571@
looked tervible. Fer back was to us, but even then we could see the weariness in her body, cuerything
about her appeared bone—tived. The only thing keeping her awake, it scemed, was the ovoup of
wolves following her, barely being hcw back by her long and pointed stich.

ZTHG ‘WOLUQS Ch(l‘n % cven 1’10%16@ us, so '1%%6%% were %lh@ on fOHO‘Wi%j hev, wn%ﬂ fﬁmﬂnaem 1@% @ an
arrow a% %hem Somchow, ClGS‘Pi%@ 11@‘1" 36%0‘)‘41 1%&%111@ %O afm %he %111%3/ Sh@ mcmq_qecl %O 111% %110
‘WOIf CI@G&—-O‘H SU&A@%@} %hefn, CLTI %110 ‘WO(I‘U(ZS we on us, 10@‘1/1‘719 mowcm'na 010‘110

wc fwgh% %hc wo%cs Oﬁ; COWLW’L& O‘LL% Ojc 1% ‘HO% much Worse fO’V %116 wear, ?m% %1‘[0 o?anjev was %hew
g m ‘HO% Sure howﬁooﬁ Of an 1(1@@ 1% is %0 31‘1/@ a 6100’1(: a C’Y‘OSS‘LO’W SHG can %cwclzy ﬁ‘f"@ a% :nlc %QS%

Ojc %M’YWS cmcl ﬁws S%Wpiclly aj( %11@ ‘WCM"S% Ojc %1‘"1@5

371@ woman weé Cl ’Y(ZSCUC& 1%%?'051‘1&60& hCYS@If as 7%04’1@%%@ She S 10001 %O %CWO‘INQ/ Sh@ SCH& %‘U%
5110 30560’1 %GCI 1104" homejcown as SO‘WW 101@0@ in %110 CO‘WH%@, neayr @CWCL%O.& %110‘1{911 she WW1CI% %
31‘1/0 %110 name Ojc %116 %own, a% ﬁ’?’s% 51‘@ wfusc& %0 answer Mw gucs%wns cﬂoou’f 116?’ pas% CYen now
as we SG% ‘WP cam?o CL‘H& asﬁc& 110‘7’ azgam, %u% 511@ asﬁe& us ma@ g,ws%wm CL%W% owrsdws, wha% we
were u‘P %O; wh@ve we were 301%3/ CL"ﬂcl ‘Why SHG 1%515%@& 5110 § never hmwl Ojc @waﬁ‘ws oY aws as

a@%hmg O%Eh(’ﬁ‘ %han 'mj’chwcﬂ cwa%wrcs

SHC asﬁc& %O MCOM‘PCL@ us, cmcl ﬁmnaem gwcﬁ _jumtpeol in %O @Y@G cmcl ﬁu 1104" in on wha% we
were 1”9 %0 &S we CO%%WM,LCCI kacl g fcn ?qu:ﬁ %0 ‘WCLUi ‘W’Lﬂl gmmm’cﬂ

g shcwc& my suspicwfn Ojc 57\(:0?1&%%@ wa%[h 711%1, wnol 110 SC@‘YYWCI %O agrec. Wc %‘YW@ 60%51&04’0& Cl‘l%ch’l%j
’Chem Ctu Tﬂt% F’ m:-qucﬂ we were a% 10@5% somewhaj( safmﬂ in aﬂvcmp 73 SOméﬂl‘l%j j(haj( is CC’Y%@WI%,)
%T‘U«C} &GS‘P‘I%C gmmewﬂ %cm\g our s’(«on\ges% Warrior @ fm* We COUICI 11.&01 SC% Of on our own,

%U% g m %O%ﬂc% sure 1% WO‘LLL:l ?JG WOW'%H iﬂld CﬁOY% noy WO‘L;‘,Cl 1% ?)0 WOY%h maﬁtnj an enemﬂ Ojc %HC
0%7104’5,

@cﬁlaps n %Hc fu’(uw, T will be ﬁecjoi@ my cye on ’c!hcm,

ch CO%%%‘HUC& cheo.cl GUC%%‘UCLI@ vcachmg omo’(hcv fOTﬁ in %11@ ’YOQCI 3’110 fo‘rﬁ %0 %110 eas’( CL‘P‘PGCWCCI
omm%c, ‘w1%11 s%onc S%C S 100«(?11'1’1 Oﬁ' %OWCWCI wha% :} S%YO‘nj@ SUS‘PCC% is %h@ casjda CL?JOUG @Mowa
(%own S%Tah& § CaS;H@ g SUS‘PQC% we (n LO?’ 0%11} some Ojc US %C 4’0%1&4’%1%3 %Mﬁ :HICL% wcgy in %110

fulure,

ﬂns’ceac'l, we haa&e& to ’fha west Toward qfaﬂaﬁi, %Hvoujh a set of huje 3@’(05 and across a stone

%w'clgc, (eross ’ﬂp’s %w'clgc, two stone statues waj(chcdl us from emlw side; j(hc o%hcys apfpccwc& unconcerned,
bl 7 made sure 1o wa’(ch %Hcm ccwcfuuy as we passecl ) woumn:y pu% i1 790.51l stone statues in

ﬂp’s coun%@ to turn and foﬂow us,

Swpvisinjly, nothing hamoemcl as we walked pas% the statucs and throuoh the oate. We simﬂy
continued ahead, along the voad.

We passc& a windmill %o %ﬁe west, its location ma%chmg %110 one 7'd mhcw%cal from jf’hc Durst
family, T said nothing o the o’ﬂlcvs, and mone of them considered it no’tc—woaf%hy Given the magic
wescn’( within the Durst house, Td be unsurprised to find more secrets there; T 14 w%uwn

there, this time without a clevic or dvuid,
Speaﬁin\g of druids, %’ha road continued into a forest, el crecpy forest, dark, and wml trees %ha’c
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T@Mhdcl %OWCW& us %0 comﬂejwly MOcﬁeol ou% ’Che Sﬁ &S we %‘YOA’@“QCI %‘h(’, jCOYGS% muvmuwcl a%

us, 34"01&/1%\9 movre cmcl Mmore 011560%%0%% gwn%ucﬂ@ g caﬂeci O‘U% in Sjlfvamc %'ha% we fmecm% Nno
hcwfm CL‘HCI srm?b wtshal %0 ‘PCLSS %717’01{91‘1 g% was movre ou% Of anngyamc %han OU% Ojc wa 4"@6&

assumption that the trees arvound heve spoke the same dialect as the trees in the Forgotten Realams,
Soméhow, 9(71015911, jche trees understood me and wsyomle&'wﬁhou’t ’ctyinj to kill us, J hnow,.J was

sw?w’secl too.

Th@ %’Y'CZGS ccﬂmc& c?.own cmcl We SOON ran across an 0161 man 51%%1%3 in %116 C(Z‘YL%TG Oj: ’(hc ‘Paﬂl g%
%ﬂﬁ"‘nd(l ou% 11@ was a CIWMI since glwmﬁ 1‘?’71‘?716&1@%01:9 S?Oﬁ@ %O him in %11@ ﬂO‘W'I%ﬁ 1&‘?}9@@@ Oj: %110

@W‘lcls aml 110 ‘Y@S‘PO‘HCI@CI in ﬁmcl :rh@ man wcn%uaﬂ\y 1¢ﬁ/ amEI awmg was 1¢ﬁ ij ’ansh%e

&?‘PCWG%H y %110 O(lcl man s %110 ﬁCG‘PGW‘ Ojc %haj( fOﬂ"CS% CL‘HCI was wﬂhnj %O 16% us ‘PCLSS only 1f we
fown& 1115 fwcn& cmcl CO‘Y’L‘W%C@& %ha’( jCTiC‘ml %O 3we us CL ’(oﬁen ‘}M"O‘W%j %ha% %11@ f’?"l@%& %’?’US%@&
us, qj@ﬂ:ﬁy wguc, CL‘YLCI ncarly confusm3 C%Wﬁh %O SQ% us Oﬁ %wu:

We %‘U‘YMWI %Mﬁ %OWQ‘Y&S @cwowa a%&jyu@iﬂjly %Amcecl ouyr pa’(ﬁ %Mﬁ ou’( Ojc %110 jCCM‘@S%, gwnj(ually,
j(he SO‘U‘HCI Of a 110’?’50 mcinj cwounél us 4107‘%6(:1 us %0 &nj@v; we %unéheal U‘Pj wa%chinj %he 3@‘1’.&

forest around us, on@ o find a skeletal man riding a horse, orowing closer and closer To us with
004311 ‘PCLSS.

We couldn'? decide wha’f to do about i vun, atlack, or call out 1o him. Jurns out we waited 100
long to decide; he same 1o a s%op behind us, His weapon drawn,

7 tried o Talk To Kim, asked him who he was, what he wanted, why he was theve, T couldn’? et
a response, he gust stood ﬂlwc, not saying a@%’h{f@, gven’(uauy, J gave up and started to continue
wcﬂﬁinﬁ away from him, convigeed he was not 9(71& f«m’cn& 9(116 druid hoﬁ sent us for.

jc SGCWG& %O ?JC 10%%1%3 us go wa’c’houj( wrly 1ssw, when fﬁmnacm %Uﬁ?"ﬂ@& %aaﬁ cm& asﬁe& 111‘1’?1 1jc 7‘1@
was ﬁﬂh& (Ey a vampwe j@ %03&0& %he ﬁ’!’s% ‘Y'@S‘PO%S@ we &90%%0% SO fa&’ 51‘@ asﬁccl 1jc he was
100ﬁ1%j fOW‘ a vwmpwc &%Oﬂld#’ %OCI BHC 1%f04"m.0131 mn %ga% we were %aﬁmﬁ ana %O 6Uaﬂaﬁ1 %O

‘PYO%CC% HGW' fvom vampwcs, ﬂ‘l&% we were 51 %1%3 52941‘115% %‘YCJ’[&} CL%& %(ha% S@Gm(’,& %0 %0 G%Wﬁh jCOﬂ’
hwm U:‘( raven ﬂew %O 51% on hﬁ’ shoumw, ancl :ch &0&%11—11.&0 man 0’0010 awcty.

J wonder how Rinnacia knew to ask him about vampwcsz HAsa surprising Imp of 1991@ in my
mind; why would there be any connection bewtween some undead horseman and vamypires, and wh};
wouw that be the one thing he would respond 10? Someﬂlmg s mot right here... mot o mention
her declaring our allegiance against S%Y“h‘l Wﬁhou% any of us even discussing whether we were
ac%ualb d@m& a:'qaiﬂnsj( him, Yoo,

(ﬂ@wcty, we continued on to Vallaki aﬁw %Ha%, The druid was mno 10@904’ wa%chin\g jc’he pajﬂb and

%110 %‘Y(ZGS were si(lcnj( as we ‘PCLSSGCL SO ﬂjucss %110 raven CO‘U‘H%@& as ﬁl@ jfoﬁcn we were cmccmjf %0
SGG’YCH j:O’Y,

T furns out we weren'? oo fcw away fvom ‘Uaﬂaﬁi; cmo’(hw ﬁﬂccn minutes yas% 9(110 1o1acc we d
met ’fhe druid and we could sce ’(ha town,

g% 100.&@&3‘7‘1‘”’1 S%aﬁcs CUC@‘W?‘C’Y@, wﬁh CIGCOV j(m%ccl WOLVCS moun%ccl on jfhew %1 S, Thc 'WQTIS
Hemselics were made of ffteen oot Tall Slakes, plonted foo Tho ground Defniidy the happicst
Of %O'W‘HS} whan gfmmcwﬂ 51{9\905%001 we CCL“M‘P ou%smlc Of %OW‘YI jCOW' %hc ‘7’11911% SO0 we clicln % haw %0
Q‘P‘PYOCLCH %1115 ‘ﬁldt@ n :H'LC c?m:ﬁ g CO‘UlCl‘n % hcwc @YCC& move, 1()04’1&%%& was ciqams’( %hajf 1&0&;
?JU% 5110 &1&‘71,% frcan\y 1104/(3 CthOCl reason as %O why :”m 710% suye 1f our fccws are unjcounélcél, %u’(

o cw%ainly don't want jfhc c{@ \guom’ls to mistake us fov bandits and attack wus,
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T'm on first wa’cc'h wﬁﬁ now, along wml Emmeral, The How1 of wolwes woke us carlier, bul we
couldn’? find any of them near us, so we decided to fonore the sounds. The clves of our group
won'? have a ep*romcm with thal, and Kinnacia scems To have fallen as1ce<p recenily, but Morianna

1s s%awnj 1%%0 %116 S@ uﬂ%11ﬂﬁ1%jb a@a’?’b/ Slhé has a %111’719 qgams’( ‘WO(I’INS

(ﬂ@wcy, wm’l Emmeral ﬁeepinﬂ wa%éh as well, 7 don'? mind spenc‘l*i@ %he time ﬁw@ in ’f’hjs
gournal, T fecl better cﬂwaé@, like my mind is ordered better, NNot To mention j(hajf writing all
oj: ;np's helpefl me set my 9(7101{971%5 s%m@h%, Let's see, J haw my todo list:

o shudy spellbook
« Myink about how my magic is devcloping
o5 it it Shrahd
. wajféh fov suspicious %ahaviow f«rom ’(Ha o’(’ﬂws

Then there's the Things we're doing as a group
o bring Jrena to Vallaki, consider bringing her to Kresk
o foure out how Yo escape Barovial

7 ouess that second one should be on my list as well, but ¥'s not a huge pw’ow’iy for me 30%. 7\4@%@
’cha%'s what 7 should %ell the others my 9(010 wiovi@ is, thouol; it scems a bit less suspicious than
letting them figure out the other omes,

Either way, my waldy is_just about ending. TN spend a bit longer studying this book, then I
spcml my trance %hinﬁinj a%ou%mny magic,

Thirleen pages. Nine with headings, but can'? decipher headings, Some sort of coded Med o consider
this. If cadh section is a spell, five one—page spells, four two—page spells, Level of complication?
Think difference between Fire Boltand Magic Missile. Sections have subheadings, looks like hrec is
most? Su%hcaclmjs in common! Three specific su%ca&mgs, cach spell has no more ’fhcm those three.
Section “auyvkac” has only fexd Section Thuhkres RyuoR” has dvawings, maybe maps? Section

mvﬁ%u has 5110;9‘?"1‘?715 S‘WH‘lSi 11%05/ aryrows, WHJ CIO %110 SCC%‘IO‘HS meomz

proyhecy

Four of olyphs, trader, is “his%otcy, ﬁnowla%;e of the ancient, to better understand our enemy”,
says “look o the wizard of wines, in wood and sand reasure hides”. Five of stars, enchanter, is
“powerful force for good and protection, a holy symbol of great hope”, says “Rmecling woman, a
rose of greal %eau@ plucked oo soom, the master of the marsh knows of whom J sjocaﬁ One of
stars, avenger, is “power and s%wn\gﬁl, a weapon of vengeance, a sword of sunlioht’, says “The
treasure lics in a dragon’s house, in hands once clean and mow corrupled”. The beast card says a
werewolf holds a sceret hatred for your enenty, use her hatred to your aclvcm’fqgc is “this card
she&s light on one who will help you greatly in the battle cg;ams% davkness”, The broken one says

h@ hawn%s %hd %om?a Ojc jfh@ man 110 C‘WIMCCI CL%OUC aﬂ CL‘H& 18 %‘hCYC 15 a C‘YC(L%WYC Ojc CICW.&%GSS who S
pawers are hayond mortality, this card will lead you To him”
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“Each of you have a greal and Yervible desting, a great and Terrible cha11enje",

Ok, wha% was %ha’(? Arabelle jus% walked in wml magic %inowinj out of HM cyes Yo deliver a
pvoﬁle@ and J have no idea wha% is _going on, First 9(111'1195 first, we need o figure out who ’(his
enemy is, J'd assume Strahd, but we're not enemics with him, are we? T know T have no curvent

intention of ﬁjminj ctgains% him, but fmcty?oe ’ﬂle o’(havs do? Would Hrabelle, or w’hajcewzv o’chev—wowng
force ook over her %oc@ _just now, know jfha%?

Let's assume 1's S%cmhc?., ﬂlajf’s %Hc obwvious answer, J quess it mw?ﬂ be someone or somgg{h{nj we
don'? know about ye%, bul.. no, my 3u% Tells me i%fs 5%’7’@1101

(ﬁwig’lﬂ, then Tet's figure out what this would mean, T'm pwj@y sure the trader vefers 1o the Wizard
of Wines wim:y, like is on ’fhe Vistani barrels of wine, and ’(’hew's some sort of treasure in

“wood and sand” near ’(he winery %Ha% will ll us more about 711'5 ?as%, The enchcm%w scems To

talk about some sort of pvo%ecﬁh'w holy s:ym%ob %hcw’s some young woman 104’0%%9(1'%3 i1, m@%c? J
know that abandoned town to the south was mear a marsh, the “master” of that 701ace - whatever
’fho,% means — wo%a%ly could poifn% us 1o ﬂp’s woman?

The avenger card is wc%@ straight—forward: a sword that can £ill vampires, in %7‘@ Haun%erl
ousc where the dvagon was scen, and that %hcfre's someone there who is cowup%c& and currentl
holds the sword, The beast card scems %o «poin’( to an a%, a werewolf woman that would fioht
@ains% Sj(mhﬂ. Gnd %hc broken one is about some immortal, powwﬁﬂ being in a tomb of some
man he envied? That last one scems the most confusing to me, but TN Reep my cyes out for

tombs, Or, uh, people with “powers beyond mortality”, but T would be walching out for that anyway,

¢nd as for %Hc last line,.. 7 don'? hnow, 7 newer %houjh% J ha& some :9wajf and terrible clas%i@”,
b, well, 7 don't &now whaﬂo think.

Ok, now that T'we written that down, 7 just need to mot think aboul it for a bit. Maybe A1
make more sense aﬁcfr a whﬂe, 7 don't hnow, The oﬂlm’s are %wmcinﬂ or 5100191'919 or passccl out,

so clccwly jflhc;yyw %hinﬁinﬁ jfhe same %'hinj, T don't know,

RA's been two &cgys now simce we cwmpccl oulside Vallaki, and so much has happmecl, 74d ovfginaﬂy
plommol o write ycs%erﬁay, but we were in jail, and J ‘haven’% had any downtime until now,

Looks like that was the last 7 wrole, so TN start Hhere,

Vallaki

We entered Vallaki ﬂcs’(wﬂaﬂ morning, which secemed Yo have been a good choice given how muc
%hc c{@ seems 1o ha%c anyone &oinj a@%ﬁinj suspicious, like, say, cn%cfri@ %11@ ”@ in %Hc dead
of n{ﬁfa Rinnacia looked cxhaus%ccl, having not s1e<p9( a wink but 9{110 rest of us were in decent
spivﬁs.

We walked jfhvoujh ’(110 cij@, jfaﬁi@ in its dark and \9100%13; o.’(mosﬁlwc, until we came across the
town inn, Between our appearance and our race (dws are unigue avound heres scems odd, given
Dusk glws), we'd been 3@%%1’%3 enough odd looks %Haj( we decided %o s%aj; outside ﬂlc inn, at first
Rinnacia, Jovianna, and Jrena went in 1o inguire about vooms and ask about mcvéhcm%s in %!hc
ci@.

J have no idea why, but e{jﬂlw Rinnacia, NMorianna, or 190%71 110.3 ’(Ha %«{971% idea 1o pre—pay for
their rooms, That turned out to not work so well for j(hcm,l They also bought Jrena a room,



whid she staned in oll daw,
3’7’16 YGS% Of Us macu a %00—11%6 %0 %Hc %own SQ‘UCW(Z} ’WA}[G‘YQ fmnaem ha& %60% CIM’GC%GCI %0 19 %11@

1%%.&0(27304’ :ﬂps was %11@ ﬁvs% jfmw we sa;y gzcﬁ ‘W}LO g m 1&3 we are ‘HO% on :Hl@ ‘Bacl 51&0 O:)C :5

has a s%m@e arm %Ha% 100ﬁ5 S%‘Y‘O‘n‘g/ wncl ‘WQY‘PG& somehow ‘J wouw ‘nO% wcm’c %O j@% 1%%0 a ﬁjh%
‘W‘lﬂl him

:}Z@ﬁ was s%anclmg juawl over %110 s%oaﬁacles, whcw some ‘POOY wucyw was 106ﬁ601 _75@ was wea«m\g
a JO‘YL&@ masﬁ g wasn % Sure CL% ﬁﬁ"s% w’heﬂlw %ha’( was %110 crime or :ﬂl@ WﬂlShWC%% ?W.% 1% %MY'YLS
cm% %1115 is HOW :Hl@ pums[h ?QO‘P([C jcCW %O% %01‘719 hamo\y G%Oﬂjh jjl@ %MUO‘WO«S%@Y is &cmcn%ccl

371@ wmpons 511073 was CO%‘UG‘HW‘H% fO’Y gmmewﬂ, a% 10@5%, 3'710 ‘Y@S% Of us &1&% % §¢e a@%h‘l%j uscful

for ourselues, but Hc %ouﬁﬂ a mice silver sword,

Tha’( seems Lﬁc aﬂwa% 1&6‘1 %0 me, ?169 %HG waiy g ve ’Y(ZCL& %He 107’01 511’1!0‘1" is S‘LL?J‘POSG& %0 %G %c%%w
c&gams% unho@ CYQ@%WYCS} 'thh %11@7‘0 seems %O 1’)0 a 10% Ojc m %1115 CO‘U‘H%@ @TL %11@ %G%%@‘Y jCOﬁ’ us

Phat he can deal. with Thom,

Thc 3cneva1 store across jf’he way, %’hough, %710.’( was an a?oso(lu%cl wonderful find, ELW@ and Emmeral
bou 11’( fules, but far more rmqoov’(cmfn he haél ma;as' We each ‘bou\g’h% o of Barovia, just

1o be sure, and I %oujlﬂ a map of Vallaki, as well, 7 haﬂ my hea& stuck in %Ha’( map for ages

aﬁw we founél %Hem, it fcds won&cvﬁﬂ to ﬁmﬂly have some i:lm of where we are, where ’ﬂle

o’(ﬁcv <p1aces we hear of ave, and how to 3@% between jC'hose phccs, 7 noticed %he ojfhefrs spmﬁin_g

with Jzek, but T didn't care much then and T don'? really now; 7 was far too engrossed looking
CL% %‘he ma?

T ve been mavﬁmj off my copy .w’ﬂl %Ha various tidbils of mfo«rma%wn we ve Hacml in our trawels
- it's gwcﬁly %caommg Al j-mccl—m

Gfter a while, 7 noticed the conversation had stopped and Jzek had left the arca, Glancing down

at my new map of GUauaﬁi, J sujjcs%ccl we heacl casj(; %hcw was cmo%hw town swuare %ha% way,
and 7 was ahap@ wml our luck so fcw

:T}'W arca P’ Cl {.117’06%0& us %O wasn % a’( aTl %110 same as %hC ﬁYS% P’% was movre O:)C a wcwe[house (115%4’1(1%
’Wi%‘h SC‘V(Z’YCJ 1&’?:90/, 1)0%—11.&0 (Buﬂclm‘qs, %‘he coﬁn——maﬁw s 5110‘}3} CUYICI %C%CMMO § caravan, CU on
%0%161‘719 %11@% SO‘TnC%lV%\? wf(hm ﬂl@ caravan was jTOWli%jj glwmg 1%”@5%@@%0& a ?ﬂ% 610504’ as 110
tlls i, Hhe caravan contains a saber—toothed toer, Though both Bctavio and fis guards simply
&0507’1%03 1% as a ‘HOY’MCLI 110% P’ m 1%611%00‘1 %O %WS% %HG 1&%%04" Ojc %HOS(Z \94’011”35, we saw awmy 51179
1}115 hcmcl jfhvoujh %110 %cws, O‘Ylly %OJU‘WLP %acﬁ a momcn’f 1@%@4’ as %110 %eas%_jumepe& a,jf 111‘111 SO‘WLC

‘YUiCl he is,

Thc sounds of j(hc beast c%m'@ alerted Wc’mvio’s yax&s, w'ho van out at us w{ﬂl jfhe{*r swords
drawn and demanded glwinj back away from %71@ animal, (3 ’(His poin%, J shouw note, ’(hc rest of
us were ac:lginj away from 7.109(71 %Hc conflict and %ha c’leaﬂﬂ ﬁcvanjczl druid,

The quards scemed content %o let him go wml a warning, thouoh In fact, they gave us some useful
information that hc’[tpccl me get on ictavio’s g0od side, later; ’(hcy mentioned that it was ZR}c’(cww

61 had captures The beast, and the Bictavio would be performing at e upcoming Festival:of e
Sun @ ?05%1‘1!&1 g 1‘[&‘1’@ no 1%%0%%10% Ojc 1%%0%611%3, ﬂlcmﬁ:you ‘UCW'@} muﬁh

&% %1115 om’( ﬁmnama wam%ecl %O 110&(1 %acﬁ %O %Hc inn %O &YOP Oﬁ' some Of 1‘,’04’ CgﬂLVP‘WIC‘n% CL‘HCI
Chdcﬁ on ﬂfrcna jjlc O%hC‘Y § %houjh% 3(1115 was ‘YCQSO‘HCL(MC/ %houjh j'Oﬁ” some reason glw@ wcm’(cal us
%O 100ﬁ fO’Y a zo00 LWC vcj(oc& %11@% SO0 w¢ hcaolccl %acﬁ
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fﬁmnaem, 7%0‘?’1(1‘?1%@; anél awm c?emch& %O heacl ufPS%CLH”S ’tqge’(ﬁev, Which 10ﬁ me cmcl gmmwcﬂ %0
CIO some fac%—ﬁnolm WG en’(we& %he inn cmcl %O%h seeme:l %0 s¢e %11@ %wo sources O'f 1%3607‘111@%10%
a% :nl@ same %rmc 9(710 %CW.R@@?J} since %CW.R@G?JS are CLI’W@S 4300(1 source Of mfovmajmon, cm& %11@
fcmmfd—looﬁm :)CO(U& in %110 corner, w1%h a %OCI CL% each Oﬂlm’, we S‘PI’I% Oﬁ, gmmcva1 %0 S‘P@Qﬁ
‘W‘l%h %110 %CW.QGG‘P Wh110 g S‘POﬁ@ wﬁh %C%WINO

Oh %c%amo, what an interesting man to find in a place such as Vallaki, fie's an dlf, %710@71 he
didn'? say it aloud and simply brought my attention to his car (TJ attempled this qgam today, with
a Dusk ﬁf, but this does not seem 1o be the way local Elves identify themsclves, as 7d ’(Houjh% at
this p om’c J g0t some interesting gossip out of him, once I impressed him enoujh with a simple
pmsﬁ(ﬁngaﬁonfov him to ask if 7 would like To travel wﬁh him to pcvfowm T'm not owﬂy

1%%0705%051 m %Gi’nj a ?cvfovmev, %u% %1115 “mqy 31‘1’0 me a\gooc(l cxcusce %O %wwcl m’cnmol %1‘[0 aréca cmol

asqﬂow N's somcﬁpnj TN consider once Hc s left Vallaki,

%c%aw’o told me more about the upcoming festival, that s dedicated o the Sun god of this
arca and is one of many festivals the ’Bw:gomas’rer throws - apparently 71@ throws a festival that
every citizen is wguwccl to attend every week in Vallaki, This festival is the day affer tomorrow,
exactly scven days after the previous one %he Festival of the ‘LUdfjml or something like that,
which explains all the wolf heads on pikes ou%sde) Rictavio will be fpevfo«mmj at the festival,
showing of the lion he'd recently cap’(uwél and Yamed, T mentioned glwmg s abilities with animals

(s’mn not sure he has ’ﬂlese, o’ﬂlm' %hcm %'he wolves fvom last week sceming o like ’hvm cwn%uaﬂy)
and ifnfovmccl h{m %hajf 7d haw 9(11@ druid come speaﬁ wi’(h Him later,

Fe also old me about Phe Vistant camyp fo the west They seem fo bo Fhe Talk of The Town; between
C;n Ojc us, we 30% &M’(ZC%C& %11&% ‘WCEy ‘YWOJY@ hcﬂf a &OZQ% %1‘1’7105 gn YG%’YOS‘PCZC% %1115 fmcgy haw %00%
:H'LC ’hcmcals Oj: fa’(o \91&1&1719 us; 1)’1&/0 hacln % 11&‘17@ 30%0 %O %(h@ éws%am CCWVI‘P/ g WO‘VLCI@T 13(: we 51 HCVV(Z

heard the wop’hcgy
7 said my goodbyes to Rictavio, promising o waldh his performance if our “wandering souls didn'?
wi& my group of adventurers onwards” (yes, ¢ ﬁnow), and co.ujh% %’he tail—end of Emmeral’s
cha’( wml ’(Hc %avﬁcep,
Emmeral accomplished a bit move with his fact—finding than T did, not that T'm surprised; the
?chﬁecjo gave him a good cxjolcma%ion of the surrounding arca and some 90ssip which he passc&
along 1o me:

. %710 Vistani camp, again, and ﬂlaj( it may be wo«jﬂl visi%inﬁj

o Rresk, being jﬂle ci’@ to %he west wml %He @%@ of Saint NMarkovia, was a safe haven,

o Lake Baratok, which has an abandoned tower,

o an abandoned ci@ in a marsh 1o %11@ soufnl, whiéh vebelled qgm’ns% 5%@113, and

e a haunted house o the south—west which used o house a dragon

WHGWI glwmj, fﬁmnacm, aml 1(:04’1@1’1%@/,.]01%0& us CL% %hc ?JCW 7 ’WHC’?C we Cl SCL% CL’H& O’Y&C’Y‘CCI some
wine whﬂc we CIiSCUSSGCI ’Chc arca CWO‘U‘YICI us - gmmcml ‘PCLSSGCI alorn\g au %110 mfowma%wfn HC

31V¢% %0 me GXCG‘P% %he &Y@O‘VLJ w%lch maﬁcs sense %O me - g %C% a Clﬁ’a on wouUjmaral some ‘PTC%%
1%%64’05%1‘?19 %YCCLSU‘YGSJ no 7301‘?’1% shcwmﬂ %11050 W’l%h PCOPIC we ClO'n % %ws% mlc fac% ’(ha% hC ﬁcp%
some Ojc %lhé mfo«rmajfw"n %C%WCC% O‘Ylly us means hC ‘YYIGA; Haw ﬁC’P% some mfowmajtwn fvom me. .

?m’( ﬂ m 710% O'I/Cﬂ’ly ‘WO‘VW@CI The faa’( jthajf hC S(hCWCCl %HC 30551? abou’( ﬂlC CIY@O% %CHS me 110 %Hmﬁs
Ojc me as a ‘PO%G%%MLI any, whwh is C%Oujh fOT me,



-,
b3

7 mentioned to g[wm that %c%cww was the one that had tamed the sa'bw—%oo’(he& H 3@4’ glwmﬁ
ot into a bit of a Huﬂ over that, and went over Yo give Rictavio a piece of his mind, Rictavio,
thouoh, just old some stories about Kis capture of both the lion and a pet monkey he once had,

ut had since given away to the ’(gy-—maﬁw of Vallaki - we actually saw that monkey performing
oulside the %czy——fmaﬁw s shop on our way oul of the cily today.

%C%@QMO § S%O‘YWS COW’P10%G@ 315%4’0«6%061 ﬁwmg, 1% was hﬂcwwus %0 wa%ch 111‘11’1 1050 1115 %‘?’OA% AOJC
%11011\911% hﬁe %ha% ’MJ@%G g SLHW(LCI wovﬁ on my S%Oﬁ:y—%ﬁu‘l‘nj a(lﬂ‘ll@ SO g can &15%’?"@6% g]"u"l%ﬂ %he
mae% %rmc 11(2 jmcs %O 110 somc%hmg S%WPMIZ

We headed west from there, continuing to c%p’[ow the ci’@, wml ’(He vague destination of Vallaki's
church in mind, OQulside, a _younog Tagy dug a grave - Jllorianna Jla%%e& wi’(’h him for a moment
and we found there was no pressing meed for the ovave, rather someone would die eventually and
would need a grave, hearing the two talk made me cl@pwsse& %0%71 Morianna and the %gy have mo
life %o %11@""/ ﬁlﬁi‘/ fad u%’(wly without motivation, T'd summarize their conversation as: “the world
sucks, doesn'? it¢” up

Wc (Z‘H%M’(ZCI %110 C(huW'Coh/, 3cnuﬂec%1n3 in %he same WO:y Oﬂl@‘?’ mem%ws Ojc %110 CO%W‘@G%iO% CI‘ICI aml
115%@%001 %0 %71@ s¢rmon jaW' a ‘Whli@ S‘Peaﬁ’l%ﬁ Ojc CLZ‘PTCSS‘I‘H\% %110 ‘WhOlG SCrmon was 4/0@ SO’M%@Y

10%5 Ojc %c&ﬁ CL%O‘LL% 9(710 S%CL%C Ojc wea:y%ﬂmﬁ %Ci‘nﬁ ‘PT(Z%@ scul %% a 114107169 f,ﬂace %O 196, %ha% S fO‘Y

sure,

(ﬁﬂeﬂr the sermon, we talked wml %’he wies’t for a moment, e offered swnc’(um:y for Jrena, which
we 31a3@ acccp’cecl on her behalf: and w{%’h jﬂlajt, our promise o Tsmark was concluded, Upon
no%icin\g Rinnacia, %houjh, %hc 79«1'059{ tried to draft us into hcﬂpinﬂ us wml someﬂl{@, e puﬂeo’l
us %o ﬂle side and spoﬁc guic’@n%w% %He Wo’fcc’cion around 9(7142 511“”%/’ a set of 1101:}; bones %ha%
aeppawn’@ ﬁcp’( cveryone safe,

If felt like meedless supcfrs’a'j(ion to me at fivst, thouh 1 urns oul hose bones were in fact mcgiccﬂ,

1‘71’1?3%0(1 "Wi%}l a ‘PYO%CC%M/G S‘Pe(n ‘gl%hﬁ’ ‘W@, fmnacm was an fO‘Y 1101’}91%\9 hmn cmcl since we chcl’n %

4’0@1@ havc am;’(hmj %C%%(’A’ %O CIO; we C£9¥GCCI %0 30 CJ,O‘YLQ ‘Wlﬂl h@ﬁ’ gmmcw& was c&9amsj( 1% %‘U%
%haj( scc*mccl %0 HCVVCJUS% mojfwajfccl Hrm %0 410 %7’10 ﬂe%ecjfwc WOYﬁ fas%c*r

TH@ ‘P‘M@S% %01& us ﬁ‘ld% 110 Cl O‘Hly mcn%wncal %H@ %O%CS %O one o%hm SOiﬂ aﬂW%j/ SCCWGCl CLHQ‘V %O /
who we S‘POﬁC ‘w1jfh 1%1%10&1@%61 ﬂa’( aﬂcw %0‘1} CIM’GC%GCI us %O ’(he 1)0 O‘U«%Si(;é who we Cl spoﬁcn %O
on our wcty in, j‘hC ?JO%} ouj(swlc was 1055 COOP(WQ%M’C/, 1% %OO.& gmmwcﬂ hﬁ‘l%j 111%1 Oﬁ %110 37%%&

cmcl 1%%@4’4’0\9@%1%3 111‘111 %QJCOG"C %110 ?)O:y wouw %C;Ui

A urns oud, ’('hc %gy had stolen ’(he bones on %chalf of %hc coffin—maker, Now cmnoyccl ’(ha’f we
ha& to walk clear across town, Emmeral ook of in a 'huﬁ' and we fouowcal aﬁcv Hmn

Vampires in the Coffin-Maker's Coffins... d Get it Now

Cquon wachmy %110 coﬁn——maﬁev § 511073} we ﬁfnocﬁecl 101Lcn 7;0 %0161 us %O jO awcty since hC was

ClOSCCI SO g Jifrwcﬁccl Ct?dﬂl CL‘YLCI alemcmclecl he 10% us in, Ud(jaﬂ’l/ hC %OICI us %O 9° awm;, SO gm«mcvol
%voﬁe CIO‘W% %110 &001’

ﬂa% was 9%1%0 %Hc 51971% fm" %110 coﬁn—maﬁcn g %C% ’Two Toucl %CLSHCS on htS CIOO’Y, ﬂlC‘H W’tﬂl %HC

third the door simply s'hajf%cfrczl to picces as Emmeral bavreled hrough, %hc rest of us with raised
weapons behind him, T m sure J looked posﬁwe@ impressive, with the wisps of a Fire Boltwhirling
around my finger %1'105, 7 must say, my a%ﬂ{@ to call upon at least a su?:sejf of my spcns at will
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is becoming %ij impressive, d swear could hurl hundreds of ﬁre Bolfs in a Jay wﬁhou’( care..
ino.

&@w@, the coffn maker was incred %19 Terrified (wasoname), so J 731@:};@& on his fear o demand
he tell us where %11@ bones were, Ufpon being ifnfoo’mecl %11@ bones were ups%aivs, J ordered him o

10&& %110 w @

_750 1@@01 us %0 %h@ %O‘P Of %716 S%CLM‘S %CJCOG"C faﬂﬂ‘nj 1%%0 a guwwmj IMCSS, @’C ﬁﬂ"s% g was sure Hc
was %@1’?19 %0 %Wcﬁ us, Tm% 1% jfu‘rns ou% hd/, icﬂadw Y@S% 1115 SO‘LJ. was smqoly %&Zﬂ’ﬁ’lﬁed a’f %‘HG six

it's intoxica

vwrnfpwes in %110 room we were CL(IJW% %0 en%w &mom’mﬂ y 1% was a% %11014’ CO‘YYl‘mCWlCl %ha’f 71@ Cl
S%OI@‘H jdl@ ?JO‘H@S, %h@ were ﬂcmm'@ on ?weaﬁ*mg 1%%0 %11@ chuwh, we assume, cmci hacl ‘USG& %11@

coﬁn—maﬁw as a SC@‘P(’;QOQ% %0 remowve %110 chuwh’s ‘P#’O%@C%{O’ns

Sure enougly, Emmeral was talented enough %o sneak ’([hﬂroujh the vaﬂmpwcs room without alerting
them while Kinnacia and 7 mws’(wa’fa& the cofin—maker's bedvoom next door. T felt confident
there would be some back panel in his bedroom that would hide the bomes - Rinnacia had cast
Detect /\/Laguanél determined their apwoxtma’(e location as being wlm& the wall ﬂ %hmﬁ J might
have foured out how she did so? will need o think about 1 further) - but 7 couwn 1 scom 1o find
it J did, thouoh, find a colourful stone with a perfectly white civcle on it - some%‘hm\g about it
drew me To take i1 T'm not sure why, but 7 we been meditating on 1 a while now. T'm almost

convineed it simﬁy a bauble, but not guﬁe ye%,
Emmeral finished his investigation of the other voom and let us know; the vampires were Wicly

705%1%3 in %110 various ?JO%(ZS wrowmi %110 room, Tm% Clid %O% seem %O %G awaﬁe EC %O(lcl us hc ‘WO‘ULJ

need Yo move one of the coffins 1o get at the bones and that if o vampire was as1ca7o in that cofin
we'd have 1o ﬂjﬂﬁ P

%Y‘HS ou’( h& was ‘PW‘C%@ accu»’a%e n 1115 TG‘POY% j@ Y@—C%%CYCCI jflh@ room wﬁh %110 1%%0%%10% Ojc

%aﬁmg M’ly vcvmpwe Wi%h‘l“rl %11@ COﬁ‘n Oﬁ‘ wavcl an&ycllc& fO’Y 110119 Oﬂly SGCO%&S 1@%@’?’ (/4’5 we ?JCWCHG&
1%%0 9(710 room, we saw 111‘7‘(1 WYQ‘P‘PGCI up n a ﬁjh% ‘W’t%‘h %110 "L/CL‘TYI‘PW'(Z %ha% haal ‘PT@"WO‘US@ %GC‘H

4’05%1%3 ‘P@M@fuﬂiy Thwc O%hm’ vampwcs were cmc@mﬂ fo’om %11014" COﬁ%S, CL’HCl a‘YlOﬂ’lC‘Y j%IUO S%‘M’W‘C&
in a COU?J([C mafr@ COiﬁ%S

We bounced into action: Finmacia cast Turn Undead, imme&ia%ely causing the %hwe vampives farthest

from us o flec in Tervor, glwifnj Tcapecl onto %he cofins of ’(716 slow vampires, jfwm'fnj into a bear

to how down ’(hc lids, and AMorianna and I raced forward to 710170 Emmeral,

This was the most tervifying fioht T'we been in in my life, Even the fioht with Uiklor, if you
could cven call it a ﬁjlﬂ was no’(hinj like jﬂlc pm’mcﬂ fem’ 2 fe??( upon seeing ﬂlesc vamp{ws

SOW@%OW we M%UQTLI; rmomcigecl %O 1101& our own, CL% ﬁvsj( @C%‘W@C‘H %110 awesome ‘PO‘W@T Of j{mnacm
%1”‘%1?19 CLSiCIC %(h@ ‘U’HC&ZO«& gmmem1 S ﬂashmj SWOG"CIS} amcl mﬂ jﬂ"OWi%j mqgw, we even ﬂmafno.qcal %O

ﬁlﬂ %WO Ojc %hcm whcﬂlﬁ’ ﬂl@ S%Czy &CCLCl or %0% mm& g 110‘1!0 no 1(:10@, we ‘YlCCCI %O ﬁjuvc OU% hou
%O ac%uany ﬁﬁj’ﬁ VGM?M’GS} 314!0% %1115 seems %O %Q a ‘P‘YG%@ common %h’t%j Mouml 1104’0

&ﬁeﬂr we Rilled the first one, I ran %o grab the bones, That jﬂl@ were hidden in a chest with a
fcﬂsc bottom almost confused me, but 7 foured it out

ﬁev g Y@%U‘Y%Cfl %O ﬂl@ ﬁjh% ‘Wiﬂl %hc %0%05, %110 vafmpwcs S%QY%CCI 301%0 aﬂw me a 1)1% More, H\(a%}

mage armor was enough to protect me, but only barcly, Once Rinnacia’s Jurn Undeadwore off, %hc
fioht guickly turned against us,

We fouoht for barely a minute before we realized it was hopeless. Emmeral and T scemed 1o have
the same idea at the same time; just as T started making plans o escape vom the fioht, he asked
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me %O %‘hww 1]'1‘771 %11@ ??O‘H(ZS %O &15%‘7‘@6% %11@ f‘b’d’M‘P1T@S 11‘-77! W%%i%j awcty % wcgy %11@% was 30%%@
ha‘P‘PG%

5@00%&5 aﬁw g cﬂe& a ‘HO %O hvm, ﬂwmﬂ 1@% ou% T;Lunder Wav@ g% 313 a 10% %O Uus. :Th@
vampwes S@Gfmdcl unaffec%e& %u% 7%07‘1@%%@ amcl gmmevd were vist %@ wmclccl ﬂnpeﬁwr%e& 119

%1115} gLWWLQ CQS% CUHOH‘(W ﬁtundzr w‘wc, 9(7115 %‘Hﬂ@ ﬁnocﬁm mO’Wa‘n‘na Ct‘ml gmmmol co*mjole%d

unconscious, It Anocked ’(he vampires away fvom a momm’( but i1 st He’lqoeol ’(hem fcw more
ﬂlom it hdpeél us,

With half the group mcwly killed by Elwing, T began to flee the room. Let the others get Rilled,
cal, or vampirized, 7 didn'? care, T just wanted Yo survive, And fo gct away from Elwine, whosc
mo%wa’cwfns 7 can not fioure out whatsoever. Is he trying o &ill us? T have no idea. Fe scems to
be on our side for the most part, cven scems %o genuinely want o be helpful, but Then he goes and
docs %111’%\95 like %ha%. :Moiy%c he is just Terrible at %Hinﬁinj on his fee’(; again, fmczy?:e J need 1o
inﬁmjfia%c fm:ysdf wml him enough 1o have him o%@ me in combat,

Either way, as I fled the voom, Elwing did an about—face again, @@fusmj to leave wﬂhou% the
others, he transformed again into a ?yecw (looks life he can'? use magic while transformed?), lifled
Atorianna in his mouth, had RKinnacia jump on his back, and carry Emmeral. T was... impressive,..

how he fmcmcyecl o sawve %'he oﬂlw %ch simp@ 7{9 ?winj a bear,
7 need o fgure out how 1o do that.

s we raced oul of ’che room, groups of 3ucwc15 raced in to 11013 back ’(he vampieres, We never did
find out wheﬂlm %Hgy won or lost, whej(hw ’che vampires fled or killed %hcﬂm, but at least onc of

%Hc wavdls survived 1o infoafm %ﬁe %u@omas%cv or our “comﬂioi@ in ?m'nj vampires into Vallaki”,
Fool,

‘LU{%’h the quards holding the vampires away from us, we managed to escape, Sull, if i hadn'?
been for the perfect civeumstances there, T'd be dead right now. 76t a good thought at all,

WC YCLCCCl %acﬁ %O %110 CH‘I,L’YCH gOY some 10110%16 reason, ﬁmnaam %@afn %o:ycﬂ CL% ﬂle ‘PYWS% %ha’(
we cl ‘VCCO’UCYC/.I %he %O‘HGS wcﬂ w’l%‘hi‘n %hc GCWS%O% Ojc %110 conﬂvggajaon :Hla% %11@ 104*1@59( 110.01 0%?1161%1
%01& us %110 %O%CS were %01‘719 ﬁG‘P% a SCC*’Q% fyom SHC SGC‘MCCI a%ashe& Q%th ‘Wh@“ﬂ %110 ‘P’Y‘WS% C&HCCI

hm’ on 1% 9(710@11 S%iu jfﬁ’wcl %O 1%515% 110 ‘P@ WP jfhe ﬂooﬂaocw&s in fvonjt Ojc ﬂld CO%j*’(’;qa%‘lO% %O
w?(lace %110 ??O‘HGS,

R's as if T'm surrounded @ idiots sometimes, I don't understand i,
The fpwcsj( thanked us, thouoh he appeared as annoyed as J was at Rinnacia’'s outburst, ‘e insisted

we asﬁ fO‘Y a wwcwcl f«om %‘hC 1)%7;90‘”1&5%0‘}’ &) WUCC (%ha% § never 301‘719 %O ha‘P‘PC% ﬂOW) omcl we %OICI

1‘1‘111 we Cl %Ti%j :}‘T’G%a %0 %110 Chﬂﬂ’ch ﬁ#’sj( ij see hC’Y safe@ awo:y, %hcn Hmcl on %O S¢e ﬂle 1’.’1&7;90%1&5%0?’ S
‘lec@

Arrested

We W’C%‘U’Y‘HGCI %O %110 inn ancl 1%%0 ‘ana s room, COmP{lC%C(h; O(b(l‘MMOUS %0 jf'hc jucwols oo:gamzmg CWO‘LL‘HCI
US ch shouw hCLVC ﬁc % a 100.&01&% ?JU% no; we CLTL wauccl 1%%0 m’cna S room ‘Wiiﬂlou% ﬁ%OCﬁi’nj 4
ﬁmnaamﬁo% s%a%ecl %:y a %@‘Y‘Y’lﬁ@& %’c"na) cmcl whc"n we 0%1%001 a CIOZC% 311&4’015 were SG% %O GYYCS%
us :)COY CCLMSWLQ a clts%u%cmcc

ﬂ@ ‘TCfUSCCI %O W’GS‘PO%& %0 g/ucs%wns as %O uhy we were %Cﬂ’lﬁ QTTCS%CCI 0%1107‘ %hcm mfovmmg us

0 A Thot s st Mo point when T vislized e vewardor i B RS



bones would mot be happeni@,

Emmeral vesisted arrest; when he quards demanded we disarm, he simply erouched with his swords
on the 3vwnJ ?ouowmﬁ his idea, T dropped my as—of—yet unused crossbow and declared myself
“unarmed”, (4 second later, Emmeral sprinted away from us, weapons still in hand, a’c%emp’(mj
to escape, The quards were wao}y for hw, %houjh, and %ﬁmoecl him, Ricked away his weapons, and
manacled us all Together. Alaybe ﬂl@ d have done that anyway, but it cev’tain@ wasn'? pleasant,
T'm not opposed to Emmeral having tried o escape, but 7 wonder if he'd have come back Yo frec
us if he'd succcc&czlz J feel confident my magic woulcl have saved me, but i would be good 1o

ﬁfnow how fmuch 110 is on mg Slclﬁ

The ouards brouoht us %o a fail underncath the %w:gomas%w s house with an incredi %Iy convenient
six unused cells neat to cach other, ijwqoscwrchmﬁ us for all our eguqomen’( they Hhrew us in the
cells like vermin, no matter how 7 tried to convince them %o let us speak with the burgomaster
immc&ia%cb, Jzek stood wajcch over us all n@ﬁ%, not cven moving a muscle, aﬁev informing us
the burgomaster would spcaﬁ with us at his convenience the next Jo:y, myh%mmish, Thgy took
we@’(hinj from us; my focus, my swﬂ%ooﬁ, 9(111'5 _journal, cveryone clse’s eguijomen%, ewﬂ:y%hinj,

ﬁwinj again confusedl me %11"‘% niﬂﬂ @ %einj incredi 1@ uscfu1; aﬂw oliscussinj wml eac’h oﬂlev
(m glwsh, o%wousb We didn'? want Jzek to owfrhecw and understand - rena, AMorianna, and
Rinnacia 51010% ’fhvoujh ’(1115 since %’h@ don’? spcaﬁ glwsh 7\4@%@ we shouw ’(méh %hefm ) about
wha% we shouw do Lescapc ’(qgc%hw haw one of us escapcz 5%@ ) ﬁwmg went off as a sqmclw to
3a%hcw intelli igence,

7’;@ WC%% Oﬁ ’(wice, once %0 spcaﬁ W‘lﬂl fn‘l@ 0‘7119 oﬂlm’ OCC‘WPG’H% Of %110 rison cmél once %0 G%’P1OW’C %110
%U@OMGS%CY S 1101&50 ZBO%h %Mﬂ@’ we CL‘Y‘YCL%j(ZCI 1% suéh %ha% 110 wen’f O‘ﬁ‘ 1’0%‘1&/66% ﬂld Cha%ji‘nj Ojc %116
3ucw& SO hc wouw ‘HO% ?.JG %0%16041

‘e didn't find much out from exploring, other than appcwcfn%@ sceing a saddened maid cleaning up
jﬂlc élin{nj room, Knowing sha was sad was useful later, but 7t ccv%m’n@ didn'1 71@170 us out 9(110.%

n@ﬂﬂ,
From 9(110 o’{hw prisoner, we learned a 10%, %houjh,
(s v&@d sz awmg, %110 oﬂlm* prisoner was 11“?129 to 5%%9 in ‘PWSO‘H m%’hcaf ’Chan a%j(cmp’f to

CSCWPCJ 1115 pums’hmcnjf wouw swmo@ %C a clwq Ojc cm[bawassmcn% in ﬁl@ S%OC.RS whﬂc WCGY1%3 a

&O%ﬁ@:y S Heo.cl jc hacl no 1&2@ how we ‘WO‘LJC? %c pumshcal %u% oﬁcwcl some wflua?ﬂe msgﬂﬂ 1%%0 %hc

%U@OM@S%@Y

The burgomaster is a pvouél, arrogant man, insistent that Vallaki is a safe haven where “all s
well”, all %110 Yime, Citizens who aren' 1 “hap@ enoujh" are arrested 739 his men, and no negative
talk is pwﬂmﬂ%cél This gave me enough Anowledge to convince the burgomaster To free us the next
day... T'm sure I could have managed without Elwing's intelligence, but e was.. . helpful, 7

SU?J‘POSC

Then again, he did have the stupid idea of stealing servant clothing and disguising himself, How
’(he %uq:gomas%cv would not realize ’(ha’( 71@ now haél fve servanls, one of which 71@ didn'1 recognize, ..
awi@_cev’(ain@ doesn't hcwe %’h@ best of ideas,

One of %110 most annoying pcw%s of 30%%1’%3 arvested was how much time it wasted, T could hawe
spenj( several hours %ha% ngﬂﬁ examining jt’hc spcﬂ%ooﬁ, upclajtinj jﬂp’s journal... as is, T'm sure
T ve forgotten something that happened that day, what with all that's happened, and T can't
sho.ﬁc ’fhe fcclinj %11@% it fmifﬂfc be {mpov%om%, A least %on{gm J can s%uo@ 5(110 szpcmaooﬁ move,



but 7 feel like T m so close to Jeuﬁewnj it If I could haw sqoen% 'hows on it last n@h’( mogﬂw
yesterday would have turned out a bit better,

The ?m«:gomas’cev came fov us in jﬂle morning, aﬂefr jﬂle ﬂaﬁs Hacl %«oujh% ﬁle o’(ﬁm’ prisoner
to ’c’ha stocks, ‘he took his time, mind, i was ccﬁain@ late in %‘he morning before he designed 1o
spcaﬁ wml us,

Oncc o:qam CLC%‘l‘nj as our s«poﬁcsmcm, g %Olcl hﬂ’n %ha% :Hle vcvmpwes were alwacly ‘P‘NSC%% cmci %ha%
we CI %C@ﬂ SC'YI% on a 11019’ mission 119 %110 “PYWS% %houjh g was waﬂg Véty SOY’Y;‘y %ha% P’ CO‘lﬂCl‘Yl %

?wcaﬁ :ﬂl@ ‘P‘YWS% § CO‘Hﬁ&@%C@ on wha% %h@ mission was,

Though Y insisted we Yad no proof Hhat Phe wampives were already there (apparetitly The cofin
maﬁw was founcl hd%ﬂi‘nj, ?vo%aiﬂ;ﬁy was ﬁ’trtécl ?169 %116 ‘VCmeP’M’CS) ??‘U% %00.& m:y %m% on %11@ holy

mission, :66 alemamleol %O ﬁnow w[ha% %110 mission was, so g 3¥u491n31y %OLI hl‘m %ha% since 110 was
a V@S‘P&C%Q(MG man 110 CO‘UL:I 1)0 %WS%&CI ‘W‘l%h %h@ ﬁnovﬂe@e Ojc %’h& ‘PW’iCS% S 130%05

3710 ﬂaj(j(m:y aqopcwm’dy Cli(l ‘WO‘H(JM"S} as CI‘LCI my 1%515%@%60 %11@% %HG ‘P‘YWS% ‘WOUICI %Mﬁ mj S%Oﬂ:y,
since 11(? (l@% us fﬁ"@@ ‘W’tfﬂl a wcwmfnj CL% %ha%

:’f T cver need To convinee htm of a@’fﬁmﬁ else he’& be cyains%, it may be possi ble ?yj *rcfewinﬂ to
tasa favour for ’(ha wies%, For some reason, ’c’ha %u@omas’fm' scems 1o hom him in hioh veoards;

T m sure D can abuse %111'5

Now T remember what it was T forgot, The priest's name, for %71@ life of me T can't remember
i, J wonder 1f Rinnacia wmcm%wsz TN haw to ask he«, _jus% in casc Lucian /@efroa{og

ﬂiwm ou% :HICYG may hcwc %ccn an casicy fwo:y %O convince 111‘7’71/, 110 vecogmzcd gW‘C“rla 1<m=mcdm9(¢1

upon sctting us ffrcc and apologized profuscly for locking her up (might be able o use this for
fuure favours, too). Immediately, he invited us To breakfast with him and invited Trena To stay

in 1115 hO‘USCj safe wﬁh 111‘1’?1

Now free, and wi%'h our egwpmcﬂn% back (7 need some way 1o hick my focus, at least, so it can'?
be taken away qgain), we_joined him for ?Jwaﬁfas%,

The Burgomasfw’s family Trouble

OU(W %caﬁfas% We were 1%%4"0&1&6051 %O (]115 ‘W‘lf@, a clcfmcn%cal woman, 1’[07 O'Ylly CO‘VL%Yi %‘1&%10% %0 %hc

CO‘HU(Z'YSCL%’!O‘YL was %0 319310 mmoﬂcssb cvcty %‘L‘WIC %hc %u@omasjm (Wa@as AZ/aZaﬁovzcm S oﬁc OJHCI
1%515% %Haj( QTI is WC11 cmcl 1104’ SC#’U&%% hacl Nno reason %O 10@4’6 %hd Hcmsc 3 aTl is ‘WCTU

Jrena formally accepled his offer for her to stay there, finally frecing us of our gues% The burgomaster,
7 notice, watled until after she'd agreed %o inform us about 1115 m1ssm3 servants; apparently two

Ojc ﬂ‘cm haole%c m1ssm3 in :Hl@ ‘PGS% whﬂe (weeﬁ or %WO/ g ﬂlﬂ’lﬁ w?pch c%plamccl %(hc cmp%y
swwm% S %C&S gl’W'l‘nj haol 4’07304’%041 9(110 %2971% (Bcfow

g;’ 1‘?19 %O SHO‘W We were now on 7115 jOOCl SiClC/ we CLQ’YCCCI %0 hcljo him ﬁnal 1115 qmssmg SCY”UCW’L%S he
‘WCLS 11(’1‘pr1 110‘7'0/, ajf ﬂ’?’s% aﬂow@ us haw jC’YCC 1’01\9% Oj: h1$ hOUSC %O mvcsj@aj(c, gucsj{w’n a@ Ojc
is wmammj swvcmj(s, cmol O.’HSWCﬂ"i'nj O:H our Q‘UCS%OMS %TU%%“]CUH pw%aﬂy)

?0110%/’1‘113 %waﬁfas% we 56% Oﬁ %O 0%‘}31.04’0 hC’ch glwmg S Q%OWH[CCIQC Of %110 fmmol § &0730’0550& 100ﬁ
%110 %1\911% %CfOTC was hCLPfiﬂ i MPO‘H %4’1%\91%0 1% UP} 51"’0 CO%ﬁYMCCl j(ha% Ctn was ’HO% wcn %ha%
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%hd %utqomas%w § son 52/1.6%04’ was a 4"001‘1156 %haj( Clicl %0%30% 010’1’29 ‘Wi%(h %11@ %@OMQS%@Y} CL‘HCI %ha%

11@ mcty Nno movre Q%OU% %110 ‘7711551%3 SG’VVCL%%S

5110 CIVNC%@& us %O hls room, which we 1mmcc1m%ely heaﬁad %O‘WQ‘YCI,

The voom was unlocked, but efmp’@; nothing was out of 1b1ace there. The voom held a booksheld,
but none of the books appeared to be w@’ch{nj other than normal. Emmeral bricfly examined a
book of faig tales, but 4t amoecwe& 1o be normal, e cw%ainly mcmcgeol to hiﬂe 11{5 ywoaﬂivmes
completely,

Continuing our exﬂom’ci'cm, we found several locked rooms; the on}y that we could enter without

?J‘?‘Ga.ﬁ‘llﬂj m were %11@ ?)‘U’?:QO‘WLQS%M”S s’(uo}y cmcl %110 fmas%ev %@&7‘00‘”’1} whwe we fowncl %11@ efn%m'nce %O
Fhe attic

Tha s%uc}y confained noﬂp’n\g usefmﬂ but ﬂle bedroom hem some interest,

g %GGCI %0 ‘WO’Yﬁ on mg 1&0%%1‘&0&%10% Ojc mc@wa’[ O(l?jCC%S 27 m sure %110*’0 was some’(hmj 1%%04’05%1‘14:9
a%ou’( ’(ha ‘m‘M"ﬁ’O‘Y} 1f Oﬂly g CO%LL; 11&‘2/0 ﬁjﬂ‘?‘@& 1% ou% & Mirror in %11@ %‘LM’ omas%m' § ?J@CI‘/'OOW
caujhj( our @G since 1% CL‘P!PGCWQCI %O ?ae a ‘VLO’Y‘WLC& mirror jCO’Y %116 0%11@‘?’5/, (bu% gmmewl CL‘nCl g saw

ourselves aged immensely in the veflection,

Rinnacia cast Defect /\/Lagwcmol informed us that the mirror was a source of conjuration maoic,
She also mentioned abjuration and evocation artefacts upstairs, ﬂﬂw she chose to vemark on those,
but not the necromantic magic, 7 have no idea, Maybe clerics aren 4 very good at identifying
ncwomcmgyg 7 would assume i1 would ?m an 1mpow%cm% skill, but mo:y%e 7 misunderstand; it could

?JC %ha% Y@C@%i%l%j ’(Hc O‘P‘POSi%@ Ojc one S own mctgw is 1‘1’71‘}30551 1)10

7N jfhmﬁ about that more, but®more likely she just decided not to mention it for her own veasons,
7 don't trust her, obviously,

Either way, 7 WaZZy need 1o learn how to Detect Magiclife she can, Several Hmes Tyis has come
up, My mcﬂoﬂﬁq is inexcusable, (#lso some way to identify the propertics of a maogical object more
in depth than s1m<p1ay s class of magic... but Tm octting ahead of mysclf.

The reason I need to learn how To belter den’mfy objects is that 7 accden’(c&b broke the mivror;
in some ways, T'm hafpﬁy, since ’(71@ ﬂmc’(hoél of breaking it fpfrow& ’(Ha% i may 'hcwc been Janjwous,
but on the other hand... well, maybe we could have used the mivror for our own good,

7 don'? Anow if ﬂlew’s a@%ﬁinj clse I could haw done wmlou% magic, I inspcc%ccl %'hc mirror
and its frame, %ouéhccl i, even, stared into my veflection, %%hi%ﬂ, gven%ua1ly, consiﬂwinj 9(710
conguration magic, J wondered if T could try to interact with my reflection as if it were a real
creature,

Uwucﬂmmg a haml %Haj( COUI&&W‘QS‘P CL% 1%5 SHO‘LJ,CLZ’VJ g CCLS% Chlu %uch ‘nlc miryor sha%%cwol %uj(
in 9(710 moman’f %ﬁfOﬂ"cZ %1115} g m sure g saw %11(2 ha%clﬁwas? 1%5 SHO&JCICY ?J’U,% ‘HO% mine - g m CO‘YlﬁCIC‘n%
jf[ha% is ‘Pﬂ"OOf %1109’6 was some %01‘7}9 wﬁhm %lhd miryror, WHe%hcy 1% was an cncmy or ‘HO% g m

unsure,

The Chill Touchis cast scems extraordinarily useful. The skeletal hand fecls like necromancy, which
J have never been able 1o cast before; ﬂps is probably incredibly useful against vampires, ot to
mention I fecl like this has opened the entive field of neeromantic magic up o me. I can't wait to

16&?% movre.,

glwm3 was 1055 enjfhusccl ?ﬂ) %110 %TO.&C‘H “MM’YOT/. 110 SCCWCCI \90%‘1&1%01‘!} af@@ %ha% ﬂ Cl 194’0.&@‘}1 1%
fmnacm ’L‘HS‘IS%@CI g (J havc %O Pay %hc ?mmomasjfw %0 YC‘PCHY j(hc ‘YYHTW‘O‘Y, ??‘LL% Ahcwm\g %110 ?ma:gomasj(w



throw us out of his house fixed that problem,

The attic was crowded, el single foot «Pa’(h through the 31&3 main room forced us o walk in line
this urned out Tucﬁ for me, ac%ually, since I was fourth in line, Gt the end of the 10:3(11 was a
door, with the fmcwﬁ of abjuration Rinnacia had mentioned carlicr. 7 used Mage Handlo open %’he
door, sc%j(mg of a %mp 1 3%%%1@ was sho’c at us, but fov’cuna’(ely Morianna vaised her shwu in

%ﬁ‘n@ %O ‘P‘YO‘V@%% 1% fvom 111%%1119 “MOS% Ojc us, ﬁmnaem O.’Hcﬂt gmme¢41 were 1055 fov%unajce, 1)01%\9 in

front

‘Jmmcclm%d\y after opening the door, Emmeral charged in wfﬂl his swords drawn, ready for a
fioht. Inside, thouoh, we saw nothing; a s’(uc}y with books %ha% 7 would love %o gt my hands
on) newomcm%mﬂ@ animated cat skeletons (that Kinnacia still hacln 1 mentioned wreaked with
mwomcmgy), a rug over ’Chc evocation magic she'cl identified carlicr, and a chesjf in ’(he corner,

Also, ﬂlwc crecpy chiwwn in %he corner of ﬂla room, sjfcwinﬁ at %he wall and not moving,

We didn'? have much time 1o look arvound, %ijh; Rinnacia wpov’(ecl some illusion magic in jfhe
corner, called out “hello”, and then shrugoed as if nothing was Hhere,

Again, I really need o learn how to Detect Magic. If only T could have been walching the magic
of the room myself, Tm sure I would have unerstood wha% had happencd,

&% %1115 7901‘71% %110 ca%s a%jmcﬁccl us; fﬁmnaem hdpfuuly ‘mG%%‘lO%‘l%j now %ha% jf‘h@ were ‘HGCYOWCUTI%{C

NMovianna and Emmeral made short work of the cals, chasing them down cven once they'd fled for
us, %%wjh 7 Mave no idea why Yhey were so insistent, The fioht over (so we Thouoht), T went To

examine j(hc CHCZS% in :H'LC corney,

moﬂles, g haw no 1(16& why q.]Lﬁ%Oﬁ‘ cawcl ¢%O‘Ujh %O pu% 610%1165 in Wh&jf O%hﬁ”‘W'iSG amoccwccl %O 1)0 a

%’?’OQSU’?’G CHGS%

Suddenly, a Firchallhit us, T was completely Anocked out by this; when the others lifted me up,
7 found that Kinnacia had also been hnocked out @ecw@ ﬂps was a powwﬁﬂ Fireballcast by a
powerful mage - 7 wanted nothing to do with that.

s T bogan %o flee, a bolt of ice flew into the voom and demolished us again, Porianna scemed
mostly unaffected by this, but appcwn’dy we were all nocked oul, (s she tells 1, Viktor yelled ot
us Yo leave after cas%my the bolt and she snapped back that she was trying 1o heol us so we could

10@1’0

Once we were all back on our feet, we sprinted away from Viklor's room, We seem Yo be sprinting
away from fiohts a lot lately, clearly we need to fix some’chmg J hink in this case, Emmeral
bursting into the room wﬁh his swords drawn couldn’? have helped, We need To be less agoressive
and avoid making people hate s,

(/2’5 we ﬂdcl ﬂle %wiqomas%cy § house, 110 %hd %‘11-1:90‘11’1@5%0‘?’ Caujh% U‘P W1jfh Uus. 7;0 wnccl CL% us "FOﬂ”
CQ‘LLSVYLQ a 5115%%4’%&%00; SO g ﬁYCCl 11 11% %acﬁ %11&% [1]1.&%0‘1" was %110 one %O mamc 7;0 30% aﬂjﬂ:y %11&%

we Cl aCCUSCCI h1$ peﬁ*fcaj( son cmcl %OICI us ij 10@‘2/0 1115 1101&50 51%60 %11@% was c%acﬂu wha% r’ was

after, I consider that to be a good thine.
From ’(;hew, we intended to Hcaél toward 9(11@ inn %o rCQTOUP.

On our way, %1101{911, we noticed we were %ci"nj foﬂowc& 719 an old man in a davk cloak, WN's :J,wckys
one ’(’h«inj aﬁw cmojfhev around here, T'm sjfwr%inj to 30% sick of ik,
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SN Yervified because of Viklor, we didn't want 1o Take any chanees, We rned into an aﬂgy and
Emmeral readied Himsdf to 3¢a% 9(11@ man, The rest of us hazl wm’poﬁs drawn, wai%in\g for %11@

worst case scenario, wha’(ww Labelas decided %ha% would be,

Jurned out we needn'? have worried. The man claimed to be a servant of Iac}y Fiona w‘zwzm*,
who would “rather serve the Dewil than the burgomaster”. Thal's clearly an exagoeration, but
either way: someone who hates the burgomaster than much may be a good ally to have e Told us

%he iac:ly wishe& to sqocaﬁ wi’(h us and ﬂla% we shouw 90 s?eaﬁ to Hw at our carlicst convenience.
We told him we would consider i and let him g0,

Back ot ’(He inn, we took some time o velax and re—gain our peace of mind, Wcjcam'o was si’(’(i@

in %71@ same p1ace 11@'3 been before. ‘he cau\g‘h’( my cye as we entered, so 7 made sure To swaﬁ w{%’h
'hizm before we left %hc inn,

Norianna went 1o speak wml some hun%cvs in :Hle corner, but wppcwen%ly her talk p«om'&ccl no
useful information, ‘@fhﬂc she was szpcaﬁ{nj with them, %110“,911/ we decided 1o leawe 9(11{5 fown and
head for fﬂle Vistand camp rnecw@: hopefuuy ’Chgy would be less wicly to ’(ﬂ@ to kil us, we %Houjh%.

Jurns oul we were right, this time, which was nice, In fact, since leaving Vallaki Today, no one

has tried to &ill us, TH faeis weird,

O‘H our fwa;y ou% g smcl my 300% (2 %0 %C%Cwﬂo g made sure %0 1‘?’?1‘}919 we mzﬂﬁ come %acﬁ jCO‘Y
ﬂle fcs%wd %0 s¢e 1115 wornﬂmﬂful pevfovmamce y) %u% ’fha% our wamlm’m‘g SO‘LJS ‘WO‘!.J& 11.&0@ 1@&1

us CUWO:y

Uoh, ’(Hew's no way we' ve returning to Vallaki without the best of reasons.
b

The Vistani
We 1cﬁ ’(he c{@ %hvoqgh a side 34%@ nearest ’(710 Vistani camp and haa&oo’l 5(114'01971 %710 fows’( paﬂp

1o %Hciv camp.

Gt first, 7 %houjh% we'd fouml somcw!hcw as bad as Vallaki, since %hc first two Vistani we saw

were in %710 main %C‘H% %caj(mj a %)Ouﬂj 1)0‘1; half %O &Ca%!h %Y%S ou% %110 .ﬁicl hacl fCLiICCI %O wajféh
ﬂl@ q]ts%am Icaﬂw S alau\gmw cmcl was COW.‘P(lC%G@ w1n1n3 %O ??0 pumshe& w‘hw’h SC% ‘m.ﬂ fmmcl CL%

case,

R didn't make Kinnacia j:ccl better about %Hc %m%inj, %110“.911' She imme&icﬂc@ s%cpfpccl in and
offered my assistance in inlervogating the Rid vather than beating him.

yeofh, she offered my assistance, w‘i’chou’f asking me, Damned cleric,

With the two Urstani looking at me expectantly, 7 guestioned %71@ kid, Tt turned out he'd lost
track of a girl named d(m?acﬂa, the dau ‘H%cfr of the man that'd been beating him (also the leader
of the Vistani camp - Iuvasb’ e wasn'T waldying her particularly closcly, cause mo one expected
her o run off, so we didn'? even have a starting poin’( in looking for her.

Oh, did I not mention that?! Ueal), Rinnacia also offered our services in finding her. Tt urned out
well for us wha% wml %He ?voﬁl@c:y and all, but sl
Anyway, aboul this time Elwing swiltdhed back o being useful again; he Told the men we had a dog

jfha% COULZI %‘Yacﬁ clow'n %110 a@ujh%m’ 1)1; SCC‘YL% Zﬁuvash 30% a ‘hO‘}OCf‘Ul IOOﬁ on 1115 face a% %1115 CL’HCI
%oujh% us %O 7115 wcggon—’housc ij 31UC us 50%10%111419 jCOW’ our CIO\Q %O smcu
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aw{@ and NMorianna went in o ’(h@ wagon whﬂe ’(71@ rest of us waited oulside. The 30130% hu?ycajos

on %he wagon ook wcﬂ@ ex?ensiw and Emmeral was ce*r%ain@ gyeinj ’(hem s«pecu1a%ive@,,, if 71@
?Icms on %aﬁinﬁ jﬂle:m, J want in,

& few mmu%es 1&%@‘1‘, %11@ wc&ﬁe& ou% Ojc %110 wagon, wm%a& a momm’( glwmg j(mnsfwmd 1%%0 a

(199} cmcl %11@‘1,) ‘YC—-G%%(WGCI %11@ wcigcm m 1105% ucss ja‘Y %eh@‘l‘?‘ OM ?Jchamow" 1 %'haj( gl‘W‘l“rlﬂ clulfn %
it ensel T sould shelikift, Thons? 1 didn' o long, U, 711 explain soom,

SQCO‘HCIS 14%671 glwm %HG 6103 %U‘T’S% %114’0‘1{9‘11 %110 (100‘7’ Ojc %110 wctgon CL‘YLJ. S%CW%C& SCCL‘YWPCY‘!%& ‘110’?’%11
:ﬁuvash3011c& jCOY 11’15 ?M’Oﬁldﬁ’ %116 Ojflhm’ man who (I %&6% in %71@ %0%% Wiinl us, ‘YICL‘YYWCI Uﬁ’ﬁ’ﬁ’i‘gad” %O

join us and we set of],

We followed gl—o?og—winj north arvound Vallaki and toward Lake za«roviﬁh, A first we were
worried he was 1eac‘l1'n‘9 us back into Vallaki, but ﬂla% didn't end up 'happcnin\g

wC fouml few %oa’fs %W(l u? on ﬁl@ 51107‘0 anzl a 10‘710 ﬁshwmcm 51%%1‘713 on a %OCL% in %h@ ‘1111(1(110

fO %he hﬁe &S we S%OO& &1551&551%3 our O‘P%iO%S (@qgwm\_g ha& 105% %110 SC@%% CL% %he ShO‘Y@) %hc
ﬁshewmcm S%OO& CL% %hww a 1?%7‘1@73 sacﬁ 1%%0 %11@ 1aﬁe

G ?mﬂa«p sack nghb %11@ size and shape of a_young 3£¢1,

Wigﬂlou% pausing for %hou‘glh%, ;Hle six of us burst into action: EM@ Tmpc& into %11@ lake, %mnsfo«minj
back into himseif and %hen into a crocodile %efow ’hﬁ%inj %he waler and %eeh’ninjg toward %hc sach;

gmmcw& CUnCI ﬂ_jumpcél fO‘Y %110 ‘H(’«M’GS% %OCL% cmél G’OWQCI ‘UM%h au our (fmos%ly 7115 S%‘Y@ﬂjﬁv CL‘H&

Rinnacia, Nborianna, and cgzw{gal did jﬂle same in a sccond boal,

El—croc lifted %116 sack out of the water, bringing it toward @4’4’1:941’5 boat whﬂa we cho;@ccl cfhca&
to %710 fisherman, ‘he made no mowve at any 1001'%%, nor did he spmﬁ at all... 7 was ceric,

@ehin& us, Kinnacia had puﬂe& ’c’ha 1Ml 3i¥1 from %hc sack and was at work hecﬂi@ he% Wi’th a
spujf’cevifnj %wa’(’h, s’he was wm%uauy saved,

G %His yoin%, 7 realized we'd saved... mcgy%e a vwmpiw? J %110“\971% so at first, but T'm less sure
now, gmlcv way, someﬂl{nj is weird aboul %ha% 31’4’1, Shc was u%’fwly calm at havinﬁ _jus% about

died,

javmg jus% woken fwm near clca’fh, Grabella exﬂmm& hcv situation: she d been taken ?m; %hc

man and Hacl been in %ha’( ?’%’ over since, Shc did ’(7115 colmb, 1mpasswe13 , ﬂm@‘be shc is a vampiw?

Wen CL% %he %1‘1'1’10/ g %hoqgm 5110 mwh’( haw 1’00% a ’UCL‘W‘PM’C cmclﬁ ‘Y(ZCI we shouw S%WL} on 1104’
300& SiClC/,j‘uS% in casc, g clcfewcel %O hCﬁ” on wha% Shd ‘WO‘UICI 11ﬁd 510‘1’10 ‘Wtﬂl %hc ﬁshefrmcm

She very cc&«mly mfowmccl us she did not care about hifm and jrha’( she ml@ ornly cared aboul
w%um{n\g to %71@ Vistani,

Wﬁh a nod, 7 ordered Kinnacia and NMorianna 1o Take her to shore. Q@ngcﬂ jumpccl over 1o our
boat and we puﬂec’l alongside the fisherman,

% ma’(j(m* wha% we asﬁccl j(he ﬁshwmcm SCHCI %0%111%‘9/ ‘WLQCIC no mowve, omcl SWYI’PIy CO‘H%VHUCCI %O
R o o i e T entually, At o shrug, Emmeral Lended Yis sword o hrrival
&4’4’13@1 s%a%col ﬂle ﬁshcq’man . Q CIOZC‘VL %rmcs, mmﬂ;c 7‘;0 cicayiq 11@5 some aﬂjCY 155%05} %‘U% %hm,
%he man Hacl_jus% 5%010% 111’5 ‘110100

The fisherman had no reaction, cven to 3c%%1n3 stabbed, jémﬂyc he was in some sort of m@wc&
Yranced yc% cmo%hcw reason J need To learn how to Detect v Maglc
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We ?woujh% his boat back 1o shove and %vwgh% %11@ 31’4*1 home, NMorianna cmﬂinﬁ her in her arms
’(’hc entive waa, @10@9 ’(’he way, &’oawinj reverted himsdf 1o his Elven form and caeqolaimi 111'5

shapcshiﬂi%j o ﬁwiqa(l,
"That sounds useful,” rrigal said, clearly overwhelmed and a bit confused

(s we returned o jfhe camp, we found a lavge crowd of Vistani wai’({nj for us, along wi’(’h‘wha%
we later found oul was o Dusk Elf.

&ﬂ €Zf’ :560’0/ in @Mowa’ g m s%cw%’m %O &OU?.J% mﬁowcmna S 6101%1 %ha% Shd 01 jfhoujh% we were
my%h1ca1 CYC@%WYGS ZDUSﬁ gl‘l/CS 114/0 110’1‘@ in %11@ ccvmp, %C%&‘Vio 111m501f 15§ an djcj veo W@ ve %CG’H

h@ﬁ"d Oﬂly 11@1jc a W@Cﬁ cmcl ‘W(Z ve olwcu:@ coMe across scwwﬂ aws 0%11@4’ %11@% O‘LM’S(ZLVGS
%% %ha% %110 G(lf was fmuch 1%%04’05%001 in CO%VGY$1%3 wﬂ‘h us,

Luvash, of course, was overjoyed that we'd vecovered his daughter and hrew a feast in our honour.
e had his man bring out dozens of casks of wine - all labelled with a wizard hat, like the Wo«pﬁeiy

described - and cveryone went wild,

Kinnacia challenged &w{gd to a drinking comepejti’cion, CU%%M@ foolish, since she passeol out after
two flagons, bul pretly funny o waldy For us, at least, T'm sure she'll have a wicked headache

%omowow

¢ ‘YCS% OT US were & Yoac G& ?3 IAL'UQS S 04‘%1 agier % Ct% ¢ %4’0‘1& %US %O a 100.&0&31 weapon
Th f pproached by h shortly hat; he brouoh P
CO‘H%@i‘niﬂj d:u j(hc 61]15%@‘711 S W0a1%11 cm«l %OICI us %O jfaﬁc a@%hi%j

Wcﬂ ‘W(Z re %0%301%3 %O SCEy no %0 an offm’ 11ﬁ¢ %ha%

wc aﬂ hCCMlCCl fov %110]0‘1&'010@ %O% ﬁvs% ewwj{hmj 1ooﬁcc13auciy %O me, %ujf m/(:O‘Y‘lCL’H%Q %ooﬁ a
mcﬁacc %O jMfC %0 fmnama glwmg 34*@%@1 a ﬂasﬁ Which :&M/CLS% clescw (I?GCI as some 504’% Ojc 1“%510%

magic. he later gave this to me because “7 like magic”... 7 guess he's trying o get on my good
side, Wi 7 have mo idea why, Tt scemed so out of the Mue

gmmcw& omcI ‘:J WG‘H% fOﬁ’ movre %YCLCL%O%C;L ‘WQOJ%H} WT[i%j coins fvom a ‘WOO&G‘YI ches% CL%& an iron

ches% wml 30101 and clectrum ﬁw@ jfhem.

Thanking Luvash for s jmmﬂosij@, we left o re—join The pafrj@, @(ﬁw a while, we decided 1o sce
heliie sl Yobwr: From The dUF

(s we appwaéhe& his house, we noticed Hc'(l been wa%chi@ us ﬂp’ouﬁh ﬂle window, ‘e exited j(hc

ousc as we arrived, s?eaﬁinj wi’fh us outside,

7 orected him as a friend, showing my Elvish car with the same motion T'd learned from Rictavio,
but hc didn'% scem o cave - 11@ was rude, a%wp’g and wanted no’ﬂp’n\g to do wiﬁl us,

Norianna pm’c& a bit, aﬂw Hc’cl told us 1o leave, but all %‘ha% accomqo%shcdl was making him anogry.
We 1eﬁ aﬁcv jﬂlagf; aﬁw 7d aepo1q9iza1 for our rudencss, glwinj spoﬁc at ’fhc df in Druidic,
amocwen’d looking for a response, but the olf only gave him a blank look,

ch hea&c& %acﬁ %O %116 m’jﬂu g ‘nojﬁcc& gmmcmi ‘PCCIC& awm; fvom us %0 hco,cl %acﬁ %O %110 0196 S
KO‘LLS@} ?m’( 1‘6 1@%«7‘?’ YG‘POW‘%CCI he CI 10@4’%0& noﬁp@ 1%%04’05%1%3 Thc %1911% PQSSCCI ‘Wﬁho‘u% muéh Of
1%%64’05% aﬁw %ha% we 10@’7’%0& %HCL% awmg can piatu j(Hc ﬂu%c 110 Cl PUY(‘J!GSCCI %110 cIo;y %CfOYC as Ha
jO'l‘chl m wﬁh %110 %amol

Tt was inferesting to waldh for a while, but cventually T left for the trailer Luvash had offered
us for ’(716 n@h’t 1o s’(uc@ the spcmoooﬁ for a while.
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gwnj(uau %110 O%hd#sjm‘n@il me CL‘HCI we wm% %O SLZG‘P fOﬂ" ﬂle %1911% O‘Ylly %O 190 ‘WO.R@% wha% jc(’l%
tihe minstes Lol by The Sdihic rabille

(ﬁﬁ@h%, now J'm cauﬁh% up. R's been an how or so since she delivered %710 pvopﬁciy and i's

starting 1o make semse to me,
fcw’s w’ha’( ) jfhinﬁ %’ha Woﬁhcgy means:

. S%cﬂﬂ is cmlw working cgains% us, or will be, or is or will work ctgains’( at least some of
us

o somewhere in the wizcw&s of Wine winery we'll find information on 5%4’@71&’5 pas%
o in a marsh (ncar the town %o the south, wo%a?ﬂy), we Il find someone important that can

divect us to a _young woman, who cmlw is oy Has some holy wo%ec%ion for us

e a SWOWJI ma&c O‘u% Ojc sunh:gh% can %a fouml in %11@ haun%eal house whew %hc Clﬁ’@O% usc& %O

liwve
* a fcfma(lc wew‘wow ﬁlajt hajws Sj(wfhél can be conwvinced 1o Hcljo us

. %71¢4’e is an immortal dark creature who lives mear %Hc tomb of a man he enwied

:TLWSC seem %O ?JG SC@%%M’C& a,n Across ZBMovm Oﬂcd %11@ ojfhws awaﬁe, we ﬂ. &ﬁ%i%@b %0 &156%551%3
’Which Ojc j(hcse we shouw hcacl %O ﬁvs% ‘JJC CWL %11&% 15/ %110‘7’@ S c&so %h@ O %10‘11 Ojc ‘N%WY‘HWLQ %O

Vallaki,,. T don't wc&@ want o return to %71@ ct@, but %hefn, ’thc ﬂéa&mn Wa%chev chamc’(cw sounds
like the sw’f of person we don'? want 1o anger by refusing her wgucs% to meet... T don't Anow,

_ﬁopcfuily, %710 ojnlcrs will Haw ‘s'ome insigh%,

mvﬁ%u SCC%‘IO‘H S‘WM'(IS in common ‘bc%wccn ‘PQJ?GSZ @0%%0%’1 Ojc ‘de@ fO‘UW‘J %073 Ojc pq_qc nine, Somcjfhmg
a?)ou% S‘WW'(l pa%%cm on ﬁw 100.&5 famﬂicw .Y " g:y %0%@%10%5 as CL‘HCI mowmen’csg %% 1)0%11

hcmcls %% Tcﬂ, Ylgh% S%ﬂ %% Ywh% L‘Jﬁ S%‘tu %SUCJJ‘ZGZ % ch‘l foausz gOCUS in 103‘%} move
4’191‘[% hcmcl fccl somc%hmj F%ajic is ‘?’CS‘PO%(li‘nﬁ

WLOVG‘MC%%S on ‘PC&QQ ﬁQ/G puns fmy mcyw U‘Pj fcc1s 11.&0 %110 momenj( %CfOYG a fnovmal S‘PCH %efow
faclm W@Cl some 4’010@50 on %1115 $’PCI1 S‘Peu has o;uawﬁae 506%10‘}11 wguwc&g 7“:‘1 ?J(Z is wﬂml
CO“M‘PO%G%% Uﬂw ClO O%‘hCﬂ" 566%10% chctgyams haw no cﬁca% whcn ClOl‘nj so:meg B‘P@TLS Wﬁh ‘(l.ﬁiﬂlﬁﬂ"cs
@uﬂﬁ maﬁe sense, fmwu?)c ncccl so«mc’ﬂlmg 015(}’} (IJU% W‘L%H O%I:y cm.icyvﬁac as wcu 5110‘1/,101 haw same

offect...

Magic Missile, J knew 1, 7 hnew I wcq_gmzccl i1l s soon as I let ’C’he movemends become more
relaxed, 1 just came to rmmol 7 was making the same movements with my hands that my magic

makes mswk me when letting out Magic Missiles, (s soon as T vealized this, my magic wsponclc&,
If ’fh{s is how jﬂp’s Scpcmaooﬁ vecords magic, J can fioure it ou,

Hold Personand Jnvisibiltyare in this book. T knew how To case Them already, but this is oiving
me move o work with, Both had “kuhkres hyuok”, T wonder if this is related o them only working
while I m holding my focus? Maybe they descri %e physical spell components...

Jwe dome it! This entive book, T understand it all! T can cast any of them, T understand! Disquise
Self, sznfify, Mage Armor, Magic Weapon, Protection from Good and Evil. .. cverything in this
book will be useful. (dnd now that T'we deciphered one spellbook, T'm sure T could do it again,



7 need Yo find another spellbook and find out what is the same between wizards. Hlveady T'wve
learned so muéh: ﬂla% fmctgic has forms, eaéh s«pcu wwesen’a’@ itsclf éliﬁwen’@ in sha«pe, in fed,
in how. it moves, My magic can shape itself into the right form lo suit my desives, sometimes,
but now... mow 7 can help it along, bound it to the shaqoe of the spell T want rather than relying

S0 fmuch on Iucﬁ

7 feel like T have so much more control over it, that 7 can learn o bend it exactly to my win,

T'm exhausted now, but Tomorrow... T hope 7 get a good excuse fo exercise my knew powers, to

figure out exac%b whajf my new limits are,

The Watchers

‘LUHM we ‘WO.&G ‘WP %1115 ‘mO*“ni‘nj, gfmmeml shafrecl 1115 ﬁfnow%clqe Of %110 CI‘Y@O% n %110 hawn’(ccl
710%5@ ‘W‘lﬂl jfhe 0%710‘?’5 7;0 seems UC@ 0%(:1%051 CL?JO‘U% j('he <PO$$1 1)111@ Of a sun SWO‘YCI 5061113 111‘”1 GQMSC(’A’CL%G
our enemics maﬁes me 0:9700 ‘FWG%@ S%”/O%jly & SWO”('CI Ojc ‘PYO‘P%G@ :rha% S G%CLC%@ wha% U wamj(

our (}JQS% warrior %0 Caﬁ’t‘y

gmmwal m;qwcl S%‘?’O%jl%} fO‘Y hea&mg jfowcwci %11@ &Y@O%; ﬂ%omcm'na CM:Q%M& jCOY h@a&iﬂj %O %hd
tLUiZCWCIS Of W1m wmcty neayr ffrcsﬁ We (’«‘HCICCI u CO‘M‘PYOW‘IM‘TL% g CO’V‘MH‘YLC@CQ %hem %O %CJ.R ‘W‘l%h
iacl Waj(chw %cfow 10&4’1119 %11@ aréa — somcﬂp@ a?aou% wha% we (1 hccwol Of hev SG% me on 0(%90}

J clu:ln t want %o get on her bad side. Given the whole demon—thing, 7 think 7 made the vioht
decision,
Our arqument got a bit %oo Iowr loud enough to wake up a grogey Luvash, fie was initially angry

CL% us waﬁmy 111‘?11} %U% we CCJ‘WLGCI him CIO‘W‘H @ OﬁC’W‘nj %0 ‘PWﬁ U‘P some move. wine fowﬂ jfhcm fﬂrom
jfhe Q.Umcty - we ﬁfncw we Cl 1104151 %hCTC ewnjfuaﬂcy fc Of{'CV(ZCl us a caravan %O CCW@ ’fhe wme, SO

we ‘PW‘O“M‘!SCCI we Cl YC%’LL’Y‘H soon %0 f@%ch ’(hcm gn %110 mean %1‘1'116/ we hcaclecl %O‘WCW& vo:ﬂaﬁi

7 stll can'? believe we went back there, nd that we've going back again tomorrow, Terrible city
’tha% it is... but hopefully tomorrow will fix that

We shouw haw Yried to sneak into j(110 a’w, none of us hacl realized we'd been banned, Th 3um'cls
1mm0clm%cly moved To close %110 3@%05 ctgams% us, bul a hanclcq bit of magic saw us %wagh J cast
Jnmslbthfyon m\ysc’[f and Emmeral, jchcn /\/Ltsfy Sf@moccl jﬂymgh %he 3a’(cs 4’1911% in fvon% of %Hc
wav&s awmy became a horse omc? 3a11o od in %éhmol us; %he oﬂlws were j(mmoccl outside, being
unable to cover %ha’f muéh distance wi’fhou’( %cinj 5%010730& 13}; 9(71@ 3ua¢cls,

Gnd so we were 57011'9(; Emmeral, ﬂwi@, and 7 met around ’cha Wa%chefr fwmily house, and Sorianna
and Rinaacia eeqolowcl in ’fhe arca around %ha ci@

@Cﬂlﬁ 1%‘1’151%10 CL’nCl %@1%3 %O mcc% U‘P ‘W‘l% cm 1%17151?91(1 CL(H was, ., 1%%04’05%1%3 ‘w:: hacl a 7.7C£9’LLC
11%(104’5%@%&1%\9 %ha% we woum %0%11 1)0 71(2@(11’!19 %O’WCW& ;HIC ufy%chcw ﬂhOUSCJ ?JU% 110&011%3 %hcw %090%1104’

wasn % waﬂy an O‘P%iO‘n wc aiso !ha(i %O 4’019 ONn our Mmemorics Ojc jthc 100@%10% Ojc %hc housc S‘WLCO;
3% ﬁnow/ 1%4/151?310 maps

WHM g O.‘P‘P#’OO.CLH(Z& ’(he hO‘USC} J %O%MZCCI %[H’C fmmly § scarecrow Ho.cl bCC”ﬂ mOUCCI %O ‘POWL% UCT@;
C10CW@ %O‘WCWCI %hcw %acﬁ 01000’ 7‘/(,3%0 %O Sdf gmmwcﬂ is %0% g‘LH%C as su%ﬂc as 110 730%0%%1&11%} COUICl

be.

7 rned mysc1f visible q_gcw'% whﬂc conjﬁ’nui‘nﬂ Yo concentrale on Emmeral's inwisi 131'11'9@ and knocked
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on %1142 rear CIOOT gfmmwcﬂ CLC%(ZCI wonolwfuflly 11@4’0, wﬁhou’( %0@&1'?19 %0 &156‘11,55 a@ plcms, he M%étl

yevfcc’@ as %aeﬁujo for %he entive Talk w%’h :Cac}y Wa%chw

U‘PO’H ﬁmcﬁmg on %11@ %acﬁ CIOOY} a semrcm% CL%S’W(WG& j@ asﬁc& ‘Why we were Hefrc, g infovmecl
’hrm ia&jj 3710%@ 4’09%05%0& our ‘P‘Y@S@‘HCC f@ asﬁecl ‘Why We were a% %110 Taacﬁ CIOOY} g 1%515%061 %11@
%U‘):QOWQS%C’Y has @05 we@whew Thajc was cfnoujh jCO‘Y 'hwn, 1f ’Comowow CIO@S fnoj( WOTﬁ ou% in

our favour, I need o remember this,
After a moment, the door swung open,

The Wa%chcv famtly S house was CW‘YO«%J?@CI C&O‘nj a ‘Paﬂb CIOO*’S Iéﬁ S%’Y@%@ic@l@ O‘PG‘YW& cmcl 6105001

o lead us clwcc%ly to %he dining voom. J very cm’efully followed %7115 paﬂl - 7 wanted to make
sure 7 put the right foot forward, In the dining voom, I found Lady Watcher sitting alone.

wm g 5559 CELO%(Z} ?Ju% 5116 wasn % = ‘YLO% wcﬂlay d SmCLTL ’Y(Z(l cl@mon - some SO‘Y% Ojc mqo, ?GVHCL?S
= sajf on hm’ SHWL;&Y}, wa%chiﬂﬁ me jCOﬁ" %110 G%%’M‘G CO%‘I’G‘?’SCL%iO% g (11:1‘11 % WZCLC% %O 1% cm& nor (lwl 1%
speaﬁ ‘HO% jfha% ﬂ m Cven Sure 1% has %ha% CQ‘PGT”L@

:75 1% @4’11 %O Tae ‘WOTﬁi‘H fOﬂ" a &U‘ﬂz O‘Y} CL% 1@&5% is 1% %OO 0‘1/11 %0ju5%1f92 mccwly 1%5 fno% ajoo&
%111%\9, %uj( 1%5 'WOY%% 1% 71, 11%2 WC e %G(Z‘H ?xmnecl from %1115 C‘l@j %HC %1‘9\905% 61@ O:f ?Bcwowa,
WHCYG we miﬁh% 110 %’YWP‘PC& fO‘Y WHO ﬁnows how 10’!19 @n& %7’1@ Ciiﬂy 15 S0 (16&7'@ YO%%Q‘YL %0 %110 core:

%1104’0 § vampwcs, 'ncwomcmgac tma;qes, ha1f—msam 111”:90‘?71&5%0*’5 . cmcl iacly %ona Oﬁ:Cﬁ’CCI us so
muéh in G%Ch@ﬂj@ fO*’ 1101?1%3 hev

Wéj WC re 5101%3 %110 4’1\91‘% %111‘719 hew _ﬁd?mj 01”'501‘1/05 ‘W(Zu CJSO maﬁm\g %110 61@ %C%%GT jCOY an O_‘f
1%5 1%11@%1%@%%5 = WHCL% %0%%04" CLC%O’H CO‘LJ,Cl we ‘POSSi %@ %aﬁc

5‘}30&.&17}9 wﬁh %110 Zﬁa@ Q.Uajfchc«r was an exercisc in chamsema :7-710 C‘H%’M’G CO‘HUM’SO«%O% g jCCH Iiﬁé
we were cl&ncmg (O’Y S‘Pdﬁ’ﬁ’i%j, ﬂ m ‘110% gﬂ.ﬂ%é sure, ) Wcjous’(ccl Taacﬁ cmcl fO‘Yﬂl on %71@ S‘PCC‘lﬁCS,
on WHC%hCY 1% was o%%a1na%1e, 131&% waﬂy, 1% comes CIO‘W‘H %O ’dps

In exchanoe for assassinating Jzek and embarrassing the burgomaster before removing him from
his ?osi%ion for %Ha% ’ﬂlc title will pass alonj 1o Zﬁacly Q.Ua%éhw mjfhcv jﬂlaﬂn his som, Iac%cy Wa%chw
will 3iﬁ us wml yvopij in %ha cijf% her 3cne¢a1 aid and f»’icmlship, 301:1 and o%hw rewards,

J didn'? g/w%c acccp’c jﬂps mission on ?Jchcﬂf of ’(Hc o%hcvs, %u’t 7 did heaw@ hm% %haj( %1115 shoulal

?30 CLCCC’P%CL(MCJ pcmlm\g spcaﬁmg w1%1l jfhem (ﬂml now jfhaj( WC ve CO‘WL’i%CC& iﬂl@ 0%110‘7’5 %O 30 OJ]’GCLCI
‘W’tﬂl %1115 in %110 MOY%le . ‘W(Zu we can % W’CCLTLLL} ?Jacﬁ ou’( now,

After leaving the Watcher house, we made some plans: not very good ones, apparently, since we
went back on them almost immediately, bul 7 guess that's how it goes. We sent Emmeral To hide
near one of the city gates o elp us sneak in over night and went ourselves to the general store to
find some disquises for the others.

(ﬂ’h} g jCO‘Y 0% %0 mcnjfion aw'my HCLCI Cauﬂh% up ‘W‘tﬁl us, in S‘PiCch' foafm, SO‘WLCW]’WYG ou%swlc %110
Wa%éhw 1101&50} CL%CI 710.(1 115%0%0(1 in on %Ha G%%’M’@ CO‘WVM’SCL%O%

g spc'n% jcm’ %OO much ﬂOlcl on hun%mg ou’cﬁ%s, 11ﬁ0 we & seen 1‘[0‘?’0 a'ncl %hC‘YC QYW%& jfowﬂ, %‘hC‘H we

heacbol %O‘WCW& gmmcml S 11ﬁ01y hicli%j S‘PO%S SWlCC we [hacl %110 &1%9%1505, %1107’0 wasn % waﬂy a”@
reason %O S%O::L} hd&cn ‘W‘t:ﬂv% %h@ Ci@

We 16ﬁ %11‘?’0‘1/:911 %110 0@5%@4’% 3&%6 amcl 1.00.&061 CWO‘WH& jCOY %110 O%hCYSZ %11(1}; WCWG%’% %1101’0,
We heaclccl %O %110 3@%@ wc’cz cn%cw& %117‘0‘1{911 %ha% ‘MO‘Y’(’Li‘Hj: jﬂl@ wcw‘n'% ﬂl@ﬂ’@,
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We 110@61002 %0 inl@ va%am CCWWP cmcl Ch@%%eﬂ’ Wi%h &‘Y % 2901 %11@ weren % %116‘7’ ¢ wnol &’Y a4 19@1 11@(1% %
hoard anything about them passing throush after we'd loft

w&h no 1(10& w[hcw %lh@ were, we %110‘1{911% Q%W% whew %11@ CI ?3@ hﬁdb %O 30 S’l’ﬂcd 14;04’1@%%@
110.01 %0@‘1’1 §0 1%515%0%% on hcaclm %O %11@ w12a‘7‘cl Ojc W1nes wmm:y %1115 moa’m'@, we assume& %hg‘y Cl
hea& %ha% &M’OC%O‘H cmcl S0 f OHOW(ZCI C&O‘nj %110 7‘0@& %owcwaz %Y@S.ﬁ

ﬂl@ %wer Of j(hazan

gwnjfucﬂly, we noticed some muddy fooﬁw{njcs heading off of the road and foutncl them walking
slowly toward Lake Baratok, T turns oul they, too, had an exciting day; they'd found a bag of
c1o’(hcs off the voad that they were confident haol been left @ a wercwolf, perhaps even the wercwolf
our prophecy had mentioned. They'd left her(?) a note saying To meet at a bridge on the Raven
River, near the winery, S’he d fow:qo’(’(en to set a timeline for this, so we fixed thatl; after some
discussion we argreed to give oursclves five days to deal with tomorvow’s festival, any fallout

from that, and anything clsc unexpected that comes up until then,

The veminds me: loday is the “Twelfth Day of the Ninth Aloon of the Uear 235", as the Barovians
ﬁwp %'hciv calendars, Qur p1an is To meet on %11@ %via@c on ﬂlc sewn%ecn%h,

G few things that woryy me about Morianna: as she was flling me in on what %’h@’& been u

to, she informed me ’fh@’& found a bunch of herbs and st them on fire, then she'd sat and whittled
a doll for Grabella, ‘Upon me j(cﬂinﬁ 71@« about our 7o1cm to embarrass %Hc ?mtgomas%ev, assassinale
Jzck, and help Lady Fiona take control of the city, her only response had been o sugoest we set

711'5 housc on fire, #
Whajf 18 wyong w{’fh %'his woman?

gmmcwﬂ 11&5130%0 %0 1%”05%19@%0 %110 610%1105 ?30:9 CUHCI conﬁym %110 ‘WC‘YG‘WO(le %ﬂmcﬁs were, 1%5100&
ma&z (b%} a WCG"(Z‘WO(le U‘PO% 1115 S‘LLCCGSS:)CUI conﬁ@rma%ton, we ctcuclecl %0 Hda(l %owcwcl Zﬁaﬁe @CWCL%Oﬁ
cmol %aﬁc a 1.00ﬁ Oﬁ’O‘u%& %GJCOYG clccdm:; wtﬁl %hc Vaﬂaﬁt fcs%wcﬂ %omowow fmmwm also mac?c a
PCMSO% ou% Of hC‘?’YﬁOCﬁ %0 .ﬁ1n %110 1100 we cljainccl fvom our maﬁcsh1ﬁ Cl’lSjU‘lS@S we ﬁ@?% hCﬁ” spcwc
CIOSCLJ?C cm& 110‘}30 1% fmg;'h% come in useful %O‘MO’YYO‘W ’rhc facjc j(ha% our O%‘hC’Y‘VﬂS@ unassummg 610716

ﬁncw %O maﬁe a pmsorn oujf Ojc hemloaﬁ G s’houw g %C WOTTW&

gﬁh@v wcgy, glwmg cmcl ’Momcmna SG% Oﬁ %O‘WCL’YCI %hc ?74’10}90 %0 104‘1’@ hC‘Y ‘YnCWﬁ somcwhew %71(2
wcvewo1f ‘WWL:I ﬁml 1% cmcl %7’10 TCS% Ojc us Hcaclccl Oﬁ %0 mec% %710‘171 a?( %71@ Iaﬁe @3 %h’ls ‘PO’WI% ’l%
was a%ou% fmwl——chy we hacl %11@ aﬁcvnoon cmcl CCWIy CZ'UC‘YH‘YLQ %O ¢9€<P10¥0

Lﬁmnacm, gmmewﬂ cmol Jy w 1]}10 walﬁmg %hyoujh :ﬂl@ jCO‘YGS% came across a 'fwcnany %‘YCLUCHCT
(ﬁaﬁwn %11@ now—cleacl wwewo’lﬁ who ‘WCW’MZCI us Ojc %11@ Janjw Ojc WOIUCS in %1115 area, _750 CJ,SO

‘WCW‘YW& us %haj( ‘WC‘Y@‘WO(LU&S HCW(%%(Z& %116 arca,
?Vé ﬁ1a&1ﬂj

e gave us an amulet To p«’o’tcc% us from these dangers and set us on our way; J cast Detect Magicto
determine what sort of protection it would ofer, but found it was unenchanted, Casting Identify f
learn even more twrned up nothing interesting, only that 'd been made by hand, Like fools, we

wish@& Mm well and carried on, on@ for him to ambush us wiﬂl a fow o’c’hcv werewolwes on our

way out of Van Riklen's tower.
We met up with the others near the lake, Immediately, Norianna insisted the pendant’s symbol
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1s ’fhe one she's been scaw’lp’n\g fov and asked foy %he epmﬁan%, S’he’s %@h%—lijoepei about why she’s
1ooﬁin3 for %711'5 gm%&, or wha’t she knows, but my best quess is ’(ha% %His is %he gym?od of %he
local werewolwes, Q.Uhy would sha be 100ﬁi‘nﬁ foar a wewwdf gym%oL %houjh?

Onece we arvived at The lake, we found a clccw?oﬁ tower built on an island in its centre, The island
was clccwly built spccicﬂly for %'he tower, mcty?w ?Zy mq_qic? R was impressive, o say ’(he Teast,

The tower itself? Less so. T was falling %o picces... the golems, on the other hand, were inferesting:
ﬂl‘fﬁ‘f wspomlc& 1o %Houﬂh%, con’(«oﬂinj fﬂlc clevator ins’(aﬂﬂy,

Now ’(Ha% would be cool! T wonder how whoever built ’(his tower created 9(710 301ems? having a

3010911 or i%‘WC’ %O PYO%&:% me. .. Hmmfm,

There was ov{gincﬂ@ a Urstani wagon sﬁ%{nj outside %71@ tower but we, uh, broke i1, Emmeral
picked the lock, and T Mage Handed the door open. So, of course, given our luck, the wagon
ins%cm%ly eaqﬂorlccl ina 31’cm% fiveball %Ha% eéhoecl across Barovia,

yecﬂb we're bad at jﬂp’s.
gpeaﬁinj of being bad at this, the door o the tower had an emblem with scveval sticR—foure

&mwinjs awcgeci around it and %he name 3?7Zazafn written above it So, us being us, Kinnacia
jﬂlww a vock ot i ﬂlen ran fm’wcwcl to %ouch 9(710 door, which immc&ia%ﬁly e%*ﬂo&e&, ca%chiﬂnj us
all in a field of lightning. Jdiot,

Besides %’he %mjopec"l front door, %11@ Tower also had a dome of cm’(i—mcgia T scemed 1o both disable
magical cffects and prevent casting them within .. now that was terrifying. Being unable to
cast spclls? T could hardly stand &, T was Terrified he entive time we were inside,

Given ﬂla fvon% door was %@1’%3 Yo kill us, we decided to walk around to find o diffevent way in;
some half—broken wood scaffolding leading up to a window worked for that Well, sort of worked:
NMorianna climbed in 9(11@ window on %71@ %71{4’3 floor and we immc&ia’m@ ‘haomi two %humps as s’hc
fell hrough both floors to the main floor. (deain, we're mot wery good at this,

E{%‘hw way, she opcmc& %Hc door fow’ us and we cxeplovc& %ha tower, mlis is whaw we ‘founcl %'hc
301@4115; four of %hem sjfam‘linﬁ around an clevalor 1o1a%fowm in %hc centre of %’h@ tower, The clevator
was controlled 1@ our very jfhoujh’cs; now %710}/5 somc’(’hin‘_q incredible - can _you imagine %eifn_q able
to ?ye—cas% szpcus and let ’(hem vcspom‘l o myy %hwgh%s? JImagine preparing an arca wi’(h hunélvcdls
of Fircholts, all ready to fire at my command! So long as 7 had some time to prepare, T'd be
wad;y fov a@%hinj,l

7 wonder if there's anywhere 7 could find someone who Anows how 1o do this? Aaybe this Van
Riklen pevson can Teach me.

(ﬁ@w@, Emmeral, Movianna, and 7 haaﬂo& up o ’fhe %070 of ’(He tower, ‘“’11"'31 was fwnishacl

A cither belonged to Strakd, or Van Riklen, or maybe Khazan is a person, or... T don't know,

7 don'? :Hp'nﬁ we can be sure, 'ﬂlc«rc was a epov%mi% on %Hc wall of S%YGJICI and a _younger male
jfha% cqojoccwccl 1o be him, who we %hinﬁ mlq}ﬂ be Van Wﬁ’(@n, unless Uan Wﬁ%n is an alias for
Strahd, bt gah! T can hardly keep it shraight

@171911%, one at a time:
o we fowncl a suit of armoy %ha% wouldn'? %uclgc, which - oiven jcha’( tower - was ?vo%a%ly

because it was emhan%eﬂ 1o attack us on command or somc%hifnj like %ha’(,

o a chest in the corner contained a dead Urstani head and a lavender—scented bottle. Likely,
%716 Vistani heaa‘l ’bdon\gca‘l to j(hc Vistani mentioned in %’ha MeMOivs, The lavender solution



(which 7 Yook, just in case) cqowom& to be for em%almi@,

o a few pages of Van Rikten's journal, which Emmeral vead %o us. Let's scc what T yemember
of %ha%: :Thm decades of inws’(@a%{nﬂ o expose creatures of darkness, Van %ﬁ%@n was a
hero, sage, and master hunler. fe survived suw«mﬁwd assaulls and was obsessive about a
vampire that Rilled his Rid, so he became bleak over the “weight of time”. The man lived too
long and emlw was; or was like, a lich bound To existence, to endure forever, e wanted 1o
dic, but didn'1 %ﬁinﬁ he will, e ’(’houjh’c we wouldn'? be considered a hero for 10%3, since
110 was cﬂvéﬂﬂ m%‘h %einﬁ %'hc indirect cause of many cleaﬂls, :5@ was 9(710 %a@c% of a Uistani
curse but Haclfn”( born the brunt of @, vather his friends were, “his child (@msicmus) was
taken @ %11@ Vistani and sold To vampires; Van f&iﬁ%@n stalked %he vampire down and Ailled
him, ’c‘hefn tracked down the Vistani and tortured %hem fov information, The Vistani didn'1
Kidnap Kis child in scevel, mind, but Van %ﬁ’(@n couldn'? save a sick Urstani %Ha’( he promised
he could save and offered %ﬁcm a@%hmﬁ he owns” To make them feel better, ﬁw an hour,
he vealized ’(H@ took his son. On his horse, he Took the dead Vistani and followed, Wch
he decided to avoid camping at night, he was set upon by the undead - a lich intervencd
to spare him, ’(’hou\g’h, Lich detected him, took control of ’(he zombics, warded him cgm’ns’(
ndeaBiEnimiated o deah VisTntMooad o iy 50 Foria Mt Vistans. comme dead il
foﬂowm\g him, threatened the zombies upon the Vistani, but they said they sow the son o
Baron NMateuse. he released the zombies j(o i1l the group, The leader of the Vistani cursed
him To “live You cf[wctys among monsters and sce cveryone you love dic under Hheir claws”,

¢ found Grasimus later, but as a vampire who wanted To dic, so he Rilled his son. he

%110‘1{911% %hc curse was CIO‘YW ﬂlen, ?ﬂb% 1% wasn % CL‘HCI 11@ 30% a‘nj@

e a map Ojc %110 aréa Wiinl Q%’U«‘YLC‘}I Ojc ?1&505 ma‘YﬁQC(l Oﬁ 7‘/(;05%1‘9 placcs we CL([T@CL@ haol hecw&
of, but 30%%i%3 an exact location was e%ci’a'tnﬁ,

* a po*r%mi’( of S%mh& and a _youmger man %hajf looked very similar to Him

30/ 01% CY &Ucm D{ﬁ%cn is S%TCJ‘CI wcty in 1115 JO‘WH‘_QCY CLM.}S} %CJCOYC 11@ acj(uauy %ecwme a vampwcj
or ﬁva“n @ﬁ%@n is S%ﬂ’ahcl S5 O‘lt%jﬁ’ 734’0%11@4"} mcgy%cg glﬂlc#’ wcg};, somc’how %he_y are &ﬁﬁ%i%ﬁlﬁy
wh%ecl 04’ tﬁ azcm . mmﬂoc 1% S Sjtmh&/Va% %ﬁ%cn SjW%jGY %‘?’Oﬂlﬁ” § nwmcz &no%hw
c&msz SOWGO’HC 0150/. ‘W!hO %‘LHH %110 %O’WC‘V %(’«fO*’C éUcm mﬁjﬁ?% %ooﬁ 1% O‘V@‘YZ 71/6% cren a name a% an’

fmnacm fownol AUCL‘H %ﬁ%m S G‘M&G %O q]ampwes in %’he wwcﬁajc Of %11@ wckgon ou%swle, Which

Clﬁﬁ‘ni%@b fmaﬁes me %0110‘1/’0 ch %ﬁ%cn was a vam ire hun%w a% some ‘PO‘WL% gf HiSJO‘u’Y‘nCJ isn %

CLCC‘LL'YQ%@; 110 a% 10@5% ‘P‘U% in %hc CﬁOﬂ’% %0 fmaﬁc 1% seem Lﬁ@ 1% is,

g ve a%jfemjo’ce& %O SCty f%azwn as a S‘PCH w1%11 mqgic swwhnj 1%51&0 me, %u% %0%1117}9 ha‘P‘PG%C&
47%@‘1{?30 1% S ‘HO% a $ (ZT[ or 1% 15/, ?)‘U% 1% 0‘111 WO‘Y'ﬁS near %110 %O‘W(M’Z g% mo:y ??C WO‘Y%’LI 301%0 %acﬁ

%'hwc a% some ?01%% 1% CO‘u{lCl 1)@ a safc hawn «when we mecl one,

O‘Yl our wcg}; OU% Of %lh@ %oww, we were 1%%@1’00"9%@& (E‘y WG¥¢WO1UGS who WCL%%CCI %0 ﬁin us cmcl S%COJ

our su«pﬂim, one of %hem being %he ouy we'd seen cﬂcmj %hc voad carlicr,

Aow at this point, T pul to use the Anowledoe of magic that 7 gained last night to amazing cffect,
T was ckﬁni%cly right, veading through this sjocm:ooﬁ has increased my magic by 10@705 and bounds,
ﬂhme&fa’cd:y, J let the magic flowing through me burst oul, casting two Fircholts at once - one

f*rom mc[h hamol THC 010505% i%‘WO ‘WOL/CS ‘POS'I%M!CLL) C%’P’tO&CCl in ﬂwmcs, my mctqic 1%01‘1’104’@%1‘?1:9 jfhem

to %110 core, This burst of magic, ’thoujh havc no idea how, but jﬂlc o%hcvs told me later %11@’( &
trned into a pojf%cél <p1amjf,



G po’(’(c& phfn%,
J gust... T just Wha%?

) Haw no words,

w'hen ... came back o myself,,, Morianna was 1@1’%3 swordless mear me and Rinnacia looked

hcdf—élmi,, %asicany, wmlou% my magic jfh@ jo% comﬂe%e@ o’lemo'lishd,
My magic was ?afr’acdcwly active after that, 7 could bavely believe what 7 could do. Immediately,

T spun toward ’(Ha %hwe werewolves and cast a Fircholtal one w%’h one hcmcl and Hold }%rsonon
the other two with the other. holding two of our oppomn%s still with on@ a single hand, the
others dove in and Rilled most of the small wolves. The third one, thouoh, %71@ compie’(e@ ignored

until i1 dove on me and bit at my arm.

The bite was enough to make me lose my concentration, auowi@ 9(11@ oﬂlw werewolwves o ﬁnau:y

start atlacki N9 us,

NMorianna Rnocked him away after he bit me, but the damage was done: the o%hev werewolwes dove
at glwmﬁ and Emmeral, 7 cast Magic Weaponon %o%h of Emmeral’'s swords o glve 'hwn an calqc

ctqams% %710 ‘LUG’Y'C‘WO(LJC %ha% was S1CL$111%3 CL% h‘lm cmal ﬁ?‘(& BO&@& %110 one ﬂla% %1% me, CLTL ‘w’tﬂ‘[‘l’n
SGCO%&S. :Thc amownjf Ojc mc&gw :”w %ecn a?ﬂe %O W%‘P‘l&% 10%01‘9 CL‘HCI SO gwcﬁly

Emmeral, in usual fashion, tore ﬂp’oujh the werewolwes once he had a second to catedh his breath,
glwmj, ’(oo, made a 34’0& showing; somehow he d learned 1o Call nghfnmg%o strike at our enemics, .,
wc’(’w impressive, Aot guﬁc as 1mwcsswe as my command on maoic, 1@%@, but.. well, we can'?

C;n U%CI,@YS%CL‘HJ. fn‘d 1%%‘?’16&0105 Ojc fmctgic g/w%e 1’tﬁ0 g Yye %CG‘YL 1(20&’%1%3 %0
WL, sort of

Thc ﬁ:ﬂﬁ cwn’(uan:y G‘HCIC& &= aﬁm" C:) 11(1(32 cmo%hw CO‘WPLZ chwnccs %O CIC“mO(hS!h %110 ‘W@T@‘Wdld/@S W‘l%h
a 'Huw:y Of S‘PC(“S = W’L%‘h jfhe 10@& wevcwolf wnm”@ awcky in fCCW aﬁcv we CI ﬁmcﬁe& CIO‘W% 1115

1@5% S‘WYUMM’YEQ COMPCL%‘IO% gmmcwﬂ, chm:gccl aﬁw him/, ﬁ‘lﬂft‘nj hrm %Cj:O’YC 110 CO‘LJCI (ZSCCVP(Z/, CL’HCI we

turned %o he wolf Phat we'd kinocked down,

J tried Yo intimidate him into %alﬁinj, infusing my voice wi’c’h my magic, and somchow ended up
wml a %‘hiw‘l cye on my hcacl

@ this point, T just.. ¥'s not that Tm losing control of my magic - far from it, T have more
power now %han ever before - bt .. well, T need 1o Scpcml more time mcclﬂa%inﬁ about %111'5,

We Yed up the wolf and spent some time calming oursclves down after the fioht and hwmj Rinnacia
paleh us up. 7 sat for a while to think about how my magic was changing, but really didn't get
anywhere with i dfter T finish updating this journal, TN spend some more time... 7 clcﬁmjfch;
need o get this move under control before anaything bad happens,

3’71@’( reminds me; Rinnacia ale an endire wolf whﬂe we were sﬁ’({nj around and coﬂcc’d@ oursclues,

9 ho.w no ideca how Yo react Yo %ha%,

&ﬁw we'd rested up a bit, we started in%cwq-ga%inj our prisoner,
Why did the wolves attack us? Tt looked like we had cquipment to steal,



What does the symbol on the necklace mean? Nothing, V's_just Yeir clan symbol. Morianna was
insistent on asking %his, 9(1101{971 she wfusccl To el us why, and scemed confusecl and aisapjooin%ed

at %’his answer, Tha% woman, .. she on@ 30%5 move and move suspicious as time gocs on,
What happens now? The bela will be in charge, since we fust &illed the alpha (0ops).
Where is their den? They have a cave acvoss the lake to the west,
What's in the den? & bundh of children that they've planning on wrning into werewolves at some

poinj(,

How does one become a Qerewo(f 2 et bitten and wait about a day. (s far as the werewolf knew,
’(ch’s no way 1o wewn’( i1, lﬂlou\gﬁh fmc@%e a pw’es% would know more,

How many packs are around here? Only %Hc one, which covers %ha entive arca west of Vallak,

Are the wolves transformed werewolves? Mo, just pets.

Do the werewolves like Strahd? Ueal, ey ve generally a fan. (&t Pyis point, Kinnacia bubled in 1o
ask sepeciﬁcany whcﬂlev 9(110 wcwwolf “knows angyone of %Hcm jfha% doesn' like him, maﬂﬂw a
woman?,., %alk aboul making it Ma%anj@ obwvious, gmlw way, the werewolf wc’(@m&& to

haw no idea wha’( sha was jralﬁinj about %’houjh ewn%ucﬂly fowc& and told wus ’(he new beta
(“%aﬂiﬁau) was a1wqys qga{ns% 7909(11 ’fhe fowmw—dphami S%ah&,

Whose clothes were in the bag? Could he a@om’s,

Gt %His poifn%, we «pw%’@ much started 36111'%3 at cach o%hm' about wha% to do mext and why, The
werewolf took the ozppov%uni’@ %3 stark slinﬁinﬁ away, so Emmeral stabbed him. This, of course,

caused cven more aﬂ:guinj,,, J swear we swn’c necwly an how 3011in3 back and fw’(h,

Hsa n{gh%ﬂmcwc, wau:y, its like we have no common 30015 but somchow we ve working 3(030%110%,,
well, sort of. 7 have no idea why we re cven s’fctyi@ together... 7 gquess we're all pve%@ confident
we'd dic on our own in ’(his ia%das——fovsaﬁen phcc, In ijospcc%, ’fha%'s a fpwj@v 300& reason 1o
stick %gqc’(hw,

gwn%uaﬂy, we selfled on a course of action: Emmeral skinned ’(710 a’lﬁa’s 7901% in case we needed
fu%uw po’ooﬁ we fﬂlww %Hc rest of %Hc wolwves into %Hc lake, we heaﬂd back 1o %710 Vistani camyp,
and we fﬂcmncal b 30% %hc Wics% to de—curse us in Vallaki %71@ next clcty,

We've ’(uminj in ccwly so we Il be well—yested for our ci’@ invasion over nig’lﬂ, J‘he lan is 1o
head oul around two or three in the morning. Tm so restless T'm mot sure T be able to properly

Yrance ’(on{gh’t,, 7 _jus% 71010@ our 7o1cms work as well as we re Hownﬁ,

The Vallaki Coup

(round ;nrrca, we set out toward Vallaki, We walked %114*01{911 %'hc treclines so we'd come ot i1
from %710 novﬁb %!hc ﬂm being To climb over 9(110 ci’fy wall behind 9(110 churdy and talk wi’(h @a‘O’th
Fetrovich about de—wolfing us,

@10%3 the way, we came a cross a vecently dug up grave that looked as if someone had burst out
of it We mos%@ ignowcl it, assuming it was no%hinj ﬂlajt concerned us, which ended up being our

first mistake, Don 't worry, we made more.
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&ﬂev using an impﬂrom'seol 3vajovp1in3 hook Emmeral had fashioned To climb over %he wall, we
haaﬂe& toward ﬂle chwch, The four &uﬁ up grawves in ’(‘he chwch’s 3m4)gycwcl were our second @now&

hin% of wha’( was o come,
Somc’ames, we can be wa’ﬂg densc.

Wc wolﬁe& CWO‘U“YICI %11@ CH‘U‘YCH ‘u%%i(l we SC&y @‘7‘0%110’?’ @0%’7‘0‘1’101]' 5106?1%3 ’(hwouﬁh one Of %110 wmolows
& few 111”’4’1001 /\/Lzssages were (21101&911 %O convince hﬁ‘n %0 1@% us 1%/, %1101{911 g %@CW@ 3ave ’hwn a
hCCW% CL%%CLC.& g m sure,

?oyjcuna%eb, his 30&5 were fwcnﬁj We mfoermecl 111‘111 CL?JO%% %h@ ‘W@‘YGWO{L_‘)C %1%@5 CWM; 110 10& us
%hw’oujh a fPﬁ’CtyM’ %O 1115 30&5 over %11@ nex% CO‘U‘PL’« hO‘U‘YS &% %he encl Ojc 1% m:_y Dduf /\/Laglcshowecl
a9 ow1n3, ‘PMT‘PlC mass Of ’C«rcmsmuj(a’(wn m@ic S‘WM'h%j CWO‘U‘HCZ my hccwj( (Tm% no one @150 S)
fﬁmnaem caﬂc& on 1104’ 30&5 %0 Rcmov@ Cursefvom me cmo? we were 30001 %O 30

Rinnacia didn'? haw %71@ power to Remove Cursejc*rom all of us, if %11@ pm'cs% Haclfn'% been able to
narrow down which of us were cursed... 7 don’t know what 7 would do as a werewolf, Losing
my mind To become a s’lo%win\q beast once cvery moon is mot some’thinj T ve cver wanded fow

myse1f
(ﬂ@wcgy, %‘he yvies’( scemed very worried about %He graves %cin\g &uj up. %mcm%w 9(7105@ mistakes

T mentioned? 7 told hifm %he oraves were why We were hew and we would Jeﬁnﬂe}y look into ﬂlc
?vomem for him,

Yes, I lied,
ch, ’(ha% was a bad idea, a
“heading out fvom there, we began with our mission: we sent awanj (as a spdm) to investigate

P burgomaster's Youse, scardhying for Jzck, Be relurned about an hour later witlh some mews:
° %110 clun\gcon was comple%e@ C“M‘P@
o e shicks bundled around The Youse were oone, likély as Kindling for e festival
o Tzeh was in his room with counfless dolls That were carved Yo look lific Trena, sharpening

his axe

o oh and did T mention Trena was nowhere Yo be found?

o the burgomaster and his wife were asleep thouoh, as were the servants, so only Jrena was
missing

o the brofen mirror had been fixed or veplaced

o Viklor (at first we weven' T sure since we Ha&n'% 30’( seen his face, but we were ywh’() was

fmn’fical@ Seaﬂ’chfﬂj fm’ a book in %710 1 %m@

Emmeral su\gjes’w& we ’C@ to 36’( Viklor on our side and hdfp us make a foo1 out of jfhc %u@omas’(cv,
but we all qgwe& 716 1iﬁc@ hajccél us too muéh, J mean, 71@ ccﬂr%m'fn@ secemed angry when Hc neaﬂrziz/
killed us twice, .,

We {LQﬁ gfmmwol %O ﬁGQ‘P wa%ch on F"Zcﬁ omﬁ HCGCICCI %O‘WCWCI :ch j(owmaﬁcw &) 511073} since we ﬁ‘guw&
hd mus% haw 30%%0% %HOSC %(Zys f«om somcwhew cmcl jﬂps was %hC ‘MOS% hﬁcly 101@50 jfha% we ﬁmw
Ojc We were ‘leﬁ
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@GfO’YG we 30% %O %11@ ShO‘P} a (lCW ¢ C(lO‘UCl Of ravens seemeol %0 1)6 @%‘Phc‘l%ly wa%chmj us, g %G@CZ %0
wmem%w %O 100,& W’L%O %ha% 7\4@% 5’(«@11& can sce %117‘01{911 %He Yavens gyes

Thc %@maﬁc«r ) 511073 hacl a 519% on 1% 1% O‘PG‘TWCI CL% @1911% omcl wouw %e 61050(1 tmuua fOﬁ’ %11@
jC@S%M!CLI ﬂa%jave us a much——mecbcl 7101.&4’ %O %waﬁ in cmcl ‘P‘Y@‘PM’V & 1?1% Ojc 511731904‘1%@55 f«om

our snmﬁy fwcml gmmwcﬂ Ct‘m:l we were 1%51&0

The shop was.... pretty normal really, other than Hhe Trona doll against one wall Hhat was marked
no% f or SCLLZ

‘wf%’h Mo hicuen Te¥er &e%aﬂm cxac%ly wha% was going on, we decided 1o m%ewcya%c jﬂle %gymaﬁeﬂr
@nd Yyou know wha’( & honesjd %hough’( %'his would 0 well, We 3«@%%03 %he ’(gymaﬁw (and 1115
monﬁ@, who E’me has been obsessed wﬂ‘h cver smce) ﬁjuveﬂ out fwm ’hrm ’('hajf ﬂzeﬁ was coming
y@‘lﬂ at e{gh’f fo« ﬂlc new doll (w?p’ch 11@ Hacl fﬂla %@maﬁw make a mew one oj: cvery c‘la\y until Hc
ot 1 “right"), and set a trap.

_ﬁavmj convinced jc’hc ’(oymaﬁw ’(71@’( Jzek was 7o1anmn3 some secrel sc'heme to hw% %ha Taw:gomas’(w
(3 Jifnow, o j(‘hou h% it was gw%c ?mﬂmn’() %'he ’Cczymaﬁev cg;wccl to et me 1fm7ocvsono,9w ’hvm 50 we

can 1‘1&‘?’0 in gzeﬁ ‘Wﬁh one CO%Cli%iO'n ﬂ[a% we ‘HO% 16% a@ 3@411%90 come %O %110 %@maﬁev § S(}](O’Pj
0573061@119 since ﬂzcﬁ f(cqoj( %11’7’0&%0%1%3 %0 ?}‘LM"H 1% &own

GUchb J know, 7usjf not cw@’(hinﬁ can go as «phnmcl cﬂvigh%g

We sent Morianna To get Emmeral and sct aboul planning: 7 used Disguise Selfand put on a set
of the toymaker's clothing, making mysclf look and sound like the Toymaker, and we planned out
cxac’(ly wha% would happen, 7 woum have the doll on the counter, whw‘h 7 would s%cmcl behind, and

g Cl convince gzcﬁ %0 ‘WCLUi %O‘WO‘CI iﬂ’l@ C(Z‘H%M’ Of ﬂ‘[d room, ﬁs 710 TCCLCHCCI %11@ 7)01%% ‘WHCYG aTL %11@

’Coymaﬁcw s shdvcs meet, T would Hold p@rsonhim in ﬂacc and the others would _jump out from
oll sides, We didn’? wcm’( to take any chances, the goal was to &ill him as gwcﬁ@ as possible.

Sonestly, The #lan indhially went off without a hitd, T lured Yim forward, he walked Prough
%hc ShO‘P %OWOJYCI me, 110 &101% % seem %HG %0 Haw a@ 1CICCL ‘Wj‘l&%SOC‘U(Z’Y %ha% g was 11 (11%9%150 WC
jU‘WL‘PC(l W% CL% 111‘71’1 O,‘MI HMY% him «Ycaj.ly %aén jCOﬁ” 110 coum ‘YCGTEL} a%jfacﬁ us,

With a giant magical battleaxe, T might add, T wish I could have recovered that...

Eventually, he cast a Firchallinto the middle of the voom. Ueah, as in the first floor of the shop
we'd pvomiscél not to set on five, Also, right into the middle of all of us,

:ﬂle shop 30% sct on fire,

In fae’( ’fha 571010 comjolc%cly burned down,

We chased down Jzek and had Emmeral kill him 110 cx 10:&01 ?w the way, gxplodeal’ “UJ’@ would
that cven Hajoqoen while glwmg ran into the burning 1)1.&11011%3 2o save ’(hc ’tgymaﬁw

f@ s a %mwe one, g haw %O culqmj( ‘@Bu% %O% %hc 1’4’1911%05% 11@ couwﬂ % ﬁjUYc O‘u% a wcky %O save %110
’(oo——fa%——’coo——cavty %gyfmaﬁm O‘u% Of %71@ %uﬂclmy cmcl 110 - as awmg %ccwfuuy TCCO‘U%%CCI 1&%0?‘ =
&W& in glwmg S arms, 7;0 &1(31 save jdl@ monﬁgy, jth‘Ujh

‘w&h gzcﬁ &CCLCI we &1&% % 11@4/0 much %1‘1’?10 %0 CCL%C‘h our 1)4’0&%115 THC %oymaﬁw § SHO‘P 17017&9 SC% on
ﬁﬁ"d CL:H‘YM%CCI :nlc a’f%cngfwn Ojc . wcn Of pW%@ ‘YYW«CH CUG‘YMO%C Thc O:H'lCﬂ”S ran Oﬁ %O CO‘H%’!%HC wﬁh

%110 ?1&"(1/ whﬂc g sjfawcl %O CO%%WMLQ j(!hc 4"010 Ojc %‘he %oqmaﬁcr CUHCI %Q’I) %O S‘PYCCL(I my S%Oﬁ:y ha’( %11@

?mw:gomas%ev was in Cza%jC‘Y fwom fOlﬁS hﬁc P’ZC.& %hajf .hC S%u?wnj pu’( 1115 %VUS% in, ﬁ\éaﬁes 111‘111
SOUW‘LCI 734"0%@ 1%60%1‘}?0%0%% nov )
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7 convinced ﬂle peoqo'[c sjfamhnj around ’tha% J was woﬂ %He %o maker and %hajt %’hew was a p%%

ctgams% %71@ M@OW@S%@Y Tha% %116 %vave afn& 1101‘?ch1 a&ven’(uwws wew on %11@ %@OWQS%@‘Y s 513/3

and Phat all would be well, Gnd, also, that They should el me put Hhe fire out

We %ossed waler onto the still burning building for a whﬂe, all while I continued %o pass cﬂonj
%he rumor, Jone of %hem seemed win{f@ to listen oo much, but 7 assumed ot ’thc time 9(1103 was
duc o the giant five in the middle of their village.

Om Ojc %11650 3&35} g 1107)0 711 IGCL’Y‘H %0 maﬁe ?J@%%M’ CLSSU‘m‘P%i'O‘nS

Eventually, some quards arrived and T passed the s’(oty to them; I explained that Jzek had caused
the five, That the helpful adventurers had gone morth (they'd gone southeast), and that %hgy were
working to help the burgomaster against a dastardly plot. They insisted ’t’ha’c Jzek couldn 't have
caused the damage, but I simply shrugoed and insis%eél 7 could only share what 7'd been told and

seen wiﬂl My own ¢yes.

fﬂlgy asked me o come with ’(hatm, to spaaﬁ wi’(h jdl“ burgomaster, but 7 asked 7 be allowed to

put the fire out first (and slip away when they weren't looking... ) Turns oul they weren't really
asking and went to put me in handeuffs,

7 couldn’? wcﬂb allow that, given most of my magic only works when 7 use hand motions (note
1o 501f figure oul exac%ly wha,jf T can do wml and wﬂhou’( hcmcl motions, so J can cleﬁm%wd
know wheﬂlev d can escape from handeuffs and suéh so J /\/Ltsfy Sfepjoecl mgseif %hvoujh an open
window in the inn and hid in the dark yoom there for a while.

Eventually, T Disquise Self d myself as onc of the citizens I'd seen around fown and walked out
without any of them being the wiser,

N was va%@ cool, if J do say so m:ysclf, J can sce why Emmeral likes sneaking around so much,
¥s... %‘hwﬂmj,“ to comﬁe’te@ f001 fpeop%,

On my way out of the inn, I saw Rictavio leaving the inn and carrying a steak and followed
him. he led the way To his cavavan to feed the tiger, which - swpwsm\g@ - seemed completely
tame. This may make our plan to release i a bit harder - if 's Tame, then i mioght not scave

Q@O%C Wc mgﬂ'ﬂ %CCCI %O SC% 1% Oﬁ soméhow, fmaﬁc 1% cm»qw

That veminds me, T haven't written down our 101@% 3@%, 7 guess T get 1o it wen’fmﬂy, but the
3is% of it is %o releasc ’(hc %1;900/ during 7(11@ festival and causc a bunch of o’(heﬂr chaos, mos’@ to
show ﬁlc paoﬁlc %hajf %”hc ?mq:gomas%w has mo control over ’(ha c{j@, 3710 details were,.. less set in

stone, but we were working on it
s 19

7 made my way back toward sﬂle %clymaﬁeqf’s shop once it became clear %Hajf Wc%avio was s{mﬂy
spen&i@ 111'5 Hme cha’(’finj wi’(’h his %{90% 7 did consider spmﬁinj wijch 'him and ’t@inj o _gcjf him
on our side, and in ijospccjf ’(710.% would ’haw boen a 3#0@% idea, but 7 9(110@115( he’& be unwm{nj

1o let us use ’his %{904’ as bait and ruin our 1010,%,
ycs, yes, big mistake, I know,

long the way back, T passed tyrough city square, where 7 saw NMorianna working alongside a
villager, helping to se% up a stage. She 3cs%urccl toward an alley, where Rinnacia was hiding,

Rinnacia 1nfo¢meol me of ﬂlcw cﬁoﬁs 50 fa@r, fcw as ’(Hcvq were, In %hc time 7'd spcn’( pu’c’fm

out a fire, Sf’owa&mﬁ ﬂlc rumor, cscaping fﬁrom wavds, and %mcﬁmy down %c’mmo s %@w, ﬂl@/ d
clcfacc& a few sions and were mosﬂy 111&1%3 around jfhc sjtaqc n pwpam’mon foqf ma&&ay, whm ’f'he
fcs%iwﬂ would ac’cuauy %qgin,
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7 sent @ Messageto Emmeral asking if he had any belter ideas, since, mostly, Rinnacia's plan was
usdess, but guards started patrolling the arca and he had to hide under the stage. 7 sent a final
“TU be %aeﬁ and went off to continue spreading the rumors, In the meantime, 7 later found out
that Emmeral had put some damage into the stage to heho cause chaos later, The first useful thing
’(hgy did, 7 knew 7 couw count on Emmeral,

&*@wog, g S‘Peﬂ% a WH‘l(l@ wolﬁm m’ownol %OW‘HJ %@1%3 %0 convince 9(71@ 4/1110:9075 Of “m:g S%Oty CL%CI
S‘P’V@ad %110 rumov, gq’a&uﬂb, g 4’0‘1112601 SO‘mCﬂp%j was ‘WP weq:y 51‘71:916 wuctgw was COMP16%01
unm%e«rcs%azl in ’Wj’l@% PJ 110.41 %O SCEy a,jf 1305% cm& was %04’4"1ﬁ@(1 Ojc 11¢CW1%3 %110 FUMOrs CL% wovs% gwn%uaﬂy,
%110‘1&\911} g ran 1%%0 some hufn%cvs anajo% a chfm'cn% CO‘HVQ‘YSCL%’IO% éﬂ%ﬂ’dﬂ

Thgy comqob%@ igrnowcl my s%oa:y and instead fowsc& on me, Q.Uhy do _you talk so much? 4 %110;9
asﬁczi and 7 could see j(hm’v %hw\g‘lﬂs chwninj “Z‘?wﬂe fyom around haw don’? talk much -

w‘hichj :you ﬁ‘HO‘W} ‘YnCLCLZ me wcm% %0 slap m:ysclf Of course %110 ‘P@O?)(l@ CWO‘LL%CI hm'e (11(1‘}1 % wam% %O
ccw a%wmovs, none o jﬂlem were ‘USQCI %O wmov—spwa&mj CL% aﬂ since ﬂl@ nevey %au %O (34672

0% CZ’V hich 18 ‘W@M‘Cl fO*’ a Wh010 cliﬁcwn% reason, 1?11«% aj( %1115 ‘POi‘H% g wasn %301%3 %0 30 &OW‘H
Phat rabbithole.

T'm not going to say it jﬂp’s time, I hnow whaj( J shoum have done instead, TN leave it at 9(71@%,

The hunters were convinced of my act as soon as 7 old them T was from Kresk and 7 headed
back to Rictavio's wagon o chat with him - 7 know what 7'd thouoht carlicr, but at this point 7
thouoht maybe he could help me share the story,

Cﬁon\g %’ha way, J noticed Emmeral en%winj %11@ coffin maker’s s‘hoy and followed him in, The
others updated me of their proggess: ¢Vorianna had noticed a suspicious man entering a shop in
town sguare with a large bag and leaving without it and had stolen some mails when she entered

aﬁcv 111%1 SHC hcmolecl me some, whwh g %hww 1%%0 my %Cy ‘Wi%h some CO%fUSiO%

Emmeral had taken the hu?acajo off of %c%awo s wagon, then pu’( it back on when he realized it

needed 1o 3@% all %710 way 1o town sguare %cfow we wanted 1o release 9(71@ %@M, WHich, _Yyou ﬁnow,
shoum haw been obwious, ;Maj?ac my fm”fh in him 1s somcwha% misplaceol

J shared my findings with the group, that mo one in town was convinceable, Jo which Kinnacia
1mmc&mj(c1y sujjcs’(ccl we kil %hem au 7 cast Detect /\/Lagu%o find out w’haj( mmal—aﬁcwn\g sp el

511(2 was ﬂle mc%vm Of; %u% 5110 came ‘U‘P c1ccm BOMC%}[‘L‘H& is SC’WOqu W’?’O‘H\Q W‘l%h ﬁp’( CI‘WCWJC CL‘YICI

T'm Yervified of when it will bite us in the back. 76 one else scemed To find her sugoestion out—of—character.
We headed back to ﬁle Town sguare around cleven, in time 1o wa’(éh ’(Hc fcs%ivi%ies, gwn’(uc&ly, j{hc

burgomaster appeared in a procession: Kis wife, son (we confirmed this soon), dogs, a bunch of

kids dressed as flowers, and a bunch of villagers carrying a large wicker ball.

Th@ entered Town sguare, where %116 entive vinctge was wcw'%{nﬁ, wml all %hc pomsp %hc:y could
muster, The burgomaster walked onstage and turned %o address the crowd... and pvomp%ly fell
into the hole Emmeral had pycpcwecl

@hsolute silence for about five seconds, ’(’hc entive town was guw’c Thm, 7 hacl a brilliant idea
and usecl prcsﬂd,zglfaﬂon%o make 11 sound like one member of jﬂlc crowd hacl let out a smﬁc Toud

Fal

More silence, This time shocked. Guards ran forward to lift him out of the hole. The burgomaster
was fuming; so, of course, J used my maoic to turn him the slightest shade of ved and make steam
billow from 111'5 cars, his wife tittered and Viklor smivked, Thc ?mtqomas’(cfr shou%col at %71@ crowd
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%O O %acﬁ %O %1101‘1’ mevwmw% cmol %‘IL’Y%(ZCI %O 1‘[15 wav&s, ‘Which 1mme3m’(ely S‘Pb% Off m aﬂ CIM’GC%‘!O‘HS]
‘P‘Y@SUMG%@ 100.&17&9 jCOW' me,

We ask Rinnacia to 31ve Uus a pwclicj(ion as 1o %17; outcome of ve1easin3 %710 %1:904* now, since she

ifmnfowmecl us hw 3035 would 11@110 wiﬂe us, Theiv wsponse?
3{@1@@51’@ %11@ %@w would be “good and bad”,

Zﬂps is why g m ﬂno% a 61,04’1(1

Soon, %c’ccww s wagon showed up and the %uﬂ[qomas%w began to get veady for what was clearly
the main event Fe 1t a Tordy and began %o wlak solemnly toward the wicker ball. So, of course, 7
Pr@sﬁcﬁgﬂmﬁon od the flames oul. The burgomaster smiled thinly ot the crowd and tried again, so 7

wpmjfc my action,

This time, real huﬁﬂcv came from %hc crowd, fvom an actual wncgw, wﬁhw% me havmj 1o
use my magic, 7»@ ’hczro‘ J joined in wﬁ some ( rasﬂcﬁtglﬂzei Iaujh’(cv of my own and %710
entive crowd soon started ac%uau c ucﬁm u@omas%w begins wm’cm\g at ’Che crowd, but jﬂle
a’(mosphew was e%ac%ly 4’1911% to &ecﬂ ﬂle ﬁwﬂ How to %Ha crowds conﬁckme in htfm

J sent glwing a /\/Lessage%o do 111'5 1ocw’( in %hc p1an, Yo velease %he %{90%
e sent back “no”,

R would hwc worked as we wanted, jﬂ[c remaining 3auvols would haw been in phce to subduc %71@

%{90% o one would haw been %w%, we jus’( would haw made a f001 out of %11@ %u@omas’(w,
But aw{nj said mno,

# the last moment, he choked up and vefused to do as we planned, And he's refused to explain
his reasoning since them, insisting that the 101@% would have gone off ?aarl@ even if ha’c’( released the

%{9@7 on time,
Tha%’s whcfn cw@’fh{nj went %ofcu,

:f‘he ?m«:gomas’cev s%emocc‘l fovwcwcl &winj 711'5 rant and saw Morianna out of j(he corner of his eye.
ﬂmmc&ia%@, 710 sent %710 remaining 3uawéls toward us, Gl of ’(hcm, cvery sinﬂc one, {ncluolinj %hc
ones we d been coun%i”@ on to ﬁaeya ‘?720 Hocr fﬂrom ac?uazz:y causz'@ dama:ge

g %ﬁ”’l Ccl :H'LC %m:qomas%w on h’ls wcgy QO‘W% %hc s%aws omcl we %OHGCI an in (ilﬁfﬁ"@‘n% CIM’CC%O’VYLS
7‘(:05% 1‘171‘?0‘7‘%&%%1 y gmmewﬂ ran %O‘WCWCI %‘hC 190‘7‘ § caravan %O %ty %O .ﬁGG‘P %110 plcm 1%%&6%

‘e succeeded, T guess,
J mean, in %hc end, our end 3oa1 was, . %cchniccﬂly, we succeeded, bul..,

The iger lept fvom its cage and scared the cvowd, who was already calling out about the %u@omas?av s
incompetence, (At first, we Thought we'd succeeded as planned, that Lady w:t%chw could step in
now and fix the problem,

Some%imcs, we can be waﬂ:y, wcﬂ@, waﬂ;y dense,

:Thd %EQCY spo%%ccl %lhd M@omas%w § wafc amél somc%hm Q%W% z1"01" cn%icccl 'l% g% S%Cllﬁc& %owami hev
s1n31cm1n&eﬂ3, ‘PdWiﬂﬂ %11‘7‘0%\911 jfhc C10‘LLCI wﬁhouj( a 51%010 Jﬂcmcc WHCTL 1%30% w1%11m 4’@%\90
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The Yoer pounced at her and mauled her. Tt ore her 1o s'hwcls, cven w%’h Viklor Disintegratingit
almost immediately.

%c%cww tried 1o 5%070 1'% but 'hc jus% couldn’?, iﬂle ’@w was 100 fas% Mo one was ex?ecju'n\g i,

We S‘P‘H‘H%Ccz awcty f«om %110‘7‘6/ h@a&‘l%j %OWCWCI j(he Q.Ua%chw hO‘ILS@ as gwcﬁ@ as we COULZI Th
sawammg Ojc jfhc CTOWCI ?30111%(1 us 0%@ GSCCL(ICL%C& 1311%%1%3 ﬂasheol aﬂ CWO‘U%CI %11@ ‘1"151%3 sou'nél Of
unﬂea&gvoans

We ran and we ran and we didn'? look back,

G %111'5 poirn’(, 7 don'? think any of us were %hinﬁi@ s%mfgh%, We'd gust killed a woman, not
divectly, T know, but she was innocent, (dnd besides ’(ha%, ’(hc screams %ehiml us,,. we Rnew somcﬂl{nﬁ
terrible was Hafppeninﬂ and we were powcﬂcss to s%op i1, Labelas, we didn'? cven hnow wha’f was

wc&@ going on,
G %111'5 poin’(, 7 don'? %hinﬁ any of us were pwpcwél for w’ha’c came next,

We arvived back ot ’(ha Waj(chw house and were 3¢ec%ecl «wi’ﬂl open arms, “Welcome, fvien&s, J can
tell all is well.” s 11%@7@1@ how she oreeted us, with a smivk as she olanced at E’meg “not a

sp ider this tme, I sce?” I was Yoo shocked o resp ond - mot shocﬁeci that she d Rnown, shocked at
wha% had just Happmccl but she svmﬂy led us %o the main dining room, an incredi ?@ extravegent

room which simply oozed viches,

SHG snappccl fO‘Y a sm’wm% Which WQSJIUS% 0%%311 %0 snap me OU% Of tm:y &aze

SHC asﬁcd us how :H'L‘l‘n S wenjf amol g ﬂu%tfuﬂy leCOﬁ"mGCI 1101’ Of OUTr SUCCESS In %@Tﬁ”ifyi%j %110 %u@o‘mas%w,

in ﬁiui‘nj g‘ZCﬁ 5110 %hou 11% %110 C‘H%‘M‘G aﬁaw fmcwwlous aml 1’ﬂf04"m¢Cl us %ha’( SHC nevey ‘Ycaul)
womjfccl %O ‘I?C j(h@ ?J‘LL’?;QO’MCLS%M‘ %O %@‘L‘H ‘w1%(h Thajf sha was mmﬂy ‘WO?‘ﬁi%j fOT a %G%%M‘ cause,

3’71@9( was whm B%MH& s%cmoe& into ’(710 room,

Sy o

jCCH CO‘T’quSCCl when ﬂ saw 5%‘7‘&11& Ct% ﬁ‘YS% un%ﬂ %110 C%OW‘WA@ Ojc whajf we Cl CIO‘HC S@% in, WC
jfaﬁcn ﬁl@ Cl@ jCOY B%YCJ’[CI we Cl CIO%C G%CLC%@ wha’( 110 Cl wan%ecl us %O &0/ we Cl

7’;@ hacl %CG% fp(lm;mﬂ us, %110 ‘WZHO(‘LC %1‘11’10 (/4‘1’101 ﬁlc ‘WO’YS% a«% Ojc ﬂ‘[&% is g m 5%111 %O% C‘Yl%ﬂ'd Sure
1% was a %a& %111%3 g mean, 4.;05/ cicavly 1‘[0 S 64!11 CL% %1115 ‘POW‘L% 4’2911%2 ZB‘U% %hajf whaj( we 10@4’%001
later. ..

WCH g CIO”H % wcmj( %O 30’( ‘WL %110‘1{911%5 ou’( Oi‘f O’YCI(Z‘Y 11@’?’0 7%5% %efow @m%cﬂa S %C%% ‘PTO‘PHCCMJ
Poush,.. well, you'l sco, Thet's when # startad to make sense in my hoad 76t mudh sonsc, Tm
5%111 a %1% ou%—of—sov%s, ?m% ctgam/ we TL 3@% %1104’0

:TIWSC PCO‘P16/, %110 ‘PCOPIG in @CWOQMCL/ or a’( 1605% mos% Ojc %hcm, %11044 re 50‘111——1055 7110%} re %O%hi%j
%U% CO%S%‘Y‘UC%SJ %hgy 11'7!0 cmol %wa’(’he sure, %‘U% 'YIO% wc&ly :Thgy CIO‘H % waﬂy IM/C} %‘hiy CIO‘?I % havc
emojwons, %110:1} CIO'VL % 110&2/0 710 [ M’l& clﬂrcams omcl ancl CL‘HCI ‘Wha% &OCS 1% cven mean, %O ﬁ1n % C‘Wl

e %71@ wcﬂ@ pcoﬁcz Ts 1t more like ﬁﬂlmq an ammc& or fmo.y%c iY's cven less jfhwn %ha’( &
don'? know,

b *rca’[@ don'? know,
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Docs it counte Does killing soul—less people count as murder? T m mot the most moral person in
’(’hc world, 7 never strived 1o be some whﬁe ﬁnwh’t hevo, J fuﬂy admit ’(ha’( but %em\g %he cause of
s0 many c‘laa’ﬂls

If they've people, then T can't stand wha’( we did, If %hgy were normal pcoﬂe with souls and
lives and personalities 7 would be... T don't know what I'd be, but 7 wouldn'? be able to continue
as J have been, not wall;y acting a\gams% Strahd, not veally on his side. If they were people, my
decision would be casy; T'd use his book to work against Strahd, to destroy him, o make him pay
for what he's dome. T meed, T want to hnow what he knows, To learn all about the magic That

courses throuoh my veins, o walk %he world for an e’(wm”gy, learning more about my magic,

Bul o trade The deaths of hundreds, of move than that.. T can't do that T dom’? want 1o do
that

he'd played us, he'd used us as pawns, made us do exactly what he wanted. Maybe this was why
we were in Barovia, To be his «p’[cky%hi@g to give him exacj@ what he wants,

25
We' e going Yo work ckga{ns’( him
We' ve going to ﬁﬁﬂ cgams% S’Cm’h(l dnd T'm not giving up %11@ ho«pc %Ha% J can 3& cw@’(hmg 8

‘WCWL% ou% Ojc 111‘111 ﬁvsjf ?:uj( %11&% comes SGCO%CI ‘J ve alwcwly 10&‘7‘%&& S0 muéh f‘YO‘m %1115 CLCLVG%%U‘YQ

ﬂl@‘?‘@ wﬂl ?W Oﬂlm’ WCtyS ij 30% wha% g ‘WCL‘H% Tlps fwcty %7115 is %O% cﬂqﬂﬁ

OF course, wijfh S%cﬂlrl s%an&inj w\'g‘}ﬂ in front of me, and wi’(houjf %’he ﬁnow1eolgc %ha% ’(ha pcoﬁe
were soul—less, all T could do s fall back on talk.

Thcmﬁ 3w, he spoﬁc 3mncl@, wﬂhou% any ’fhoujh’( 9(11@’( we were a@%hmj but «pe«fac’@ in 1115
grasp. We were, %110“.911} 50 wcﬂly he was mmﬂy spcaﬁmg accum’(ely jche fve of Jyou are very
cﬁcﬁwc you ve olonc me a 3«0@% service %oclay, oiving me vaﬂaﬁij not to mention 3ou ve fouml
my enemy fov me,’

7\/&% CL% CLN. g YQS‘PO‘HCIG.& %110 suﬁmss Ojc s«pcaﬁmj wﬁh him 79‘1!.51}1001 zlown 1‘11%0 ‘mj 3u% WC were
hapﬁy %O ?JC Of ass1sjccmce (,4"1101 wha% w1n ‘L}O‘u 010 now %!ha% GUanaﬁt 153%752

O, it T have oreal plans! Wonderful plans! T can Keep the zom?ows fed, I can spwaél my

vampiric offspring all across the land,. ﬁs ’m@ a marvelous thing we ve done. LUﬂw _you we cven
managed To break Viklor's Yes 1o his mother - the brat was cflwcgys a bit too dmﬂ fov his own
3003, Simply wondwful" @ 9(711'5 110 looked at me shwwﬁb, “fﬂ‘ou\gh 9(11{5 may not be jﬂ'lc end of
3wv,,,p1gy—ﬁ3h%inj with Viktor, 7 only have the time to Take on a single appwn’(icc, after all.”

Great 1o have that out in the open, where the others can see my %efmjo%a’(ion, Jts been ‘absolutely
marwvelous” 1o Haw to deal wml a Dwarf concerned T m faﬂinj into darfness all evening,

(E’% ]’l‘lS CO‘MMC%% g smwﬁc& cmci %17)730(1 my Hca& cver plcgymg %110 showmcm fO‘V hi’m H\(;mﬂvc %11&% S
(hy fwmaem is so CO%‘W‘HCQ& g u %C %@1%3 %O 30 Jifﬂ Ui.ﬁ%O’Y 7‘/5% %h&% P’ woumﬂ % mmcljammg
access %O 1115 573(’11%00.& . oY 36%%1%3 some p%%aoﬁ jCO‘Y 111‘?71 %CCW1’L; ﬁini‘nj me %wwc . 0r havmy

5%‘7’@11& a?vscﬂu%cly CO‘HQM%CCCI g was H1S umlwhfnj M’lcz waﬂm\g %0 jfco,ch me an Ojc 1’115 arcancé %fﬂcnj(s
&14’1911% g can wnclws%cmcl ‘Why 5110 S SO ‘WOﬁ"ﬁ"’tGCl G%W% me.

And maybe T can gct all that T want out of him, but ﬁfﬂmg Viktor in cold blood o become Strahd’s
apprentice and simply pretend all of this is alvight? T can't do Phat
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"ds a reward, you may have the Felrovich house, Viklor's lab, of course, has already been moved
to Castle Ravenloft ‘fg'hﬂe we're on Hhat Topic, T'd like o invite you o my wedding in four days
time, 7o 3iﬁs are «agw’w&, of course, simﬂy your presence in wa%chinj me wed %11@ 1owly Trena,”

Yeah, that's where Trena is,

‘LU{%’h ’(ha%, S’cm‘hcl left us - epwsuma%ly to prepare for his upcoming nupjw’als, For a few moments,
each of us were stuck in a trance, processing wha’( we'd jus’c hecwél, iao:@ w&chw snaqopec‘l out of
it fivst, %o conﬂm%ula%c us once again and lead us oul, (s a pcw%in\g gws%{on, J asked her who
would lead ﬂle 3uoxr35 now, 110101'%3 fov a few po%m%{al new allies, fc«r response was less ’(Hcm

helpful.
"Don't worry, they' N be dealt with,”

J am, in fcw%, worried about i1,

We wandered m’m’[ess@ for a time, cmly coming back o our senses as we watdhed a zombic Tearing
chunks from a fresh corpse, T'm not sure who said it first, but for once we were in co«mpla%e
agreement with cach other: “we should find Rictavio”, Maybe @t was that he was our only real

al@ in ’(hc ci@, mcgﬂvc it was because we felt bad about using His pe% as %71@ engine of %71@ destruction
of %‘hc ci@, ﬂ%{y%c we_just needed soma%hinj s%migh%fo«wa‘nl 1o focus on,

‘LUHa%ww our veasons, we weve set on our 3001, (s one we vaced back Toward Town sguare, ﬁ{ninj
a fow swcgﬁinj zombies alonj jche way and avoiding %he 1m:9w hordes, 7 Hm’cny remember s%oypinj,
on@ running pas% %hem and killing wijfh Tocwely a ’C’hou\gh%, my magic flowing around me,

gwn%uau% glwinj %h{nﬁs Yo Locate /\/Lonfmycmcl we re—oreinted back toward 9(7142 chuwh, We ﬁn&

no monkey there, but we do ﬁn! barvicaded doors and windows, (4 knock from Morianna terrifies
%'hc pcop% inside, but @yogfhw ?c%vovich opcm& j(he door a crack to sqomﬁ wi%h us, he i%fo*rmccl
us %ha% %hcg were barricading and Praying. We wanted 1o take ’fhem wijﬂl us, we tried our best

to be conwvincing, but %hc;y refused - j(he church was Wc%’fy much jﬂlc safest 1o1acc in %111'5 entive
Labelas—forsaken counj(@, We couldn’? vccﬂ@ arque wml ’chajf one, especially now %ﬁa’( %’h@ haél

%‘ha 7wo’(cc%1'w bones back once more.

3 hopc jfhc;yyw cﬂvﬂgl}ﬂ in %hcw.
gwn%uauy, we decided o leawe %Hcm %ehin& and foﬂow ’(hc monﬁ@ tracks %71@% Emmeral Ha& discovered

cluw'nj our talk, Th@ Ted almost c‘l{wc’@ to ’fhe - now umkfcfno?cc‘l - West _@a%e of Vallaki, ., more
spcciﬁcal@, jfhgy led élivccj(@ to a zombic s’(aml{nj in jﬂle middle of jthe ?a’ﬂb 1eanin3 on a cane,
and wijoinﬁ dirt f«om its jacﬁc’(,

We pauscél fov all of a second %cfow NMorianna burst out a 3vee%in3: fgy @\fc%aw’o,‘ 4

‘he turned to face us in fear, brandishing his cane to reweal a hidden sword, Our conwversation with

hifm was not very useful; it pw%@ much went like ’dp’s:
“What have you done 1o this ci@? K"

“Ueah, sorry about that, We didn't mean i1

“Well mow 7 have to hide from my enema,”

“Ueah, Strahd knows you're heve,”

“No kidding, Thanks for thal, by the way.”

“Our bad dlso he's marrying Trena,”
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yGCJb %110,% maﬁcs sense, SHG S %110 4’61%0@’?’%&%10% Ojc 1115 10‘729 105% 101/6/. SO %ha% was ‘PY@%@ much
Yound o happen.”

“Wow, we did not know Hat. Can we help you out at alld”

7\/6,3094 ve CIO‘H@ 0%01&311 you ve WWW& M/Gt‘yﬂl‘l%ﬁ cmci g ve 105% G’L’C*y aclvan’(ctge Ehacl %w ‘J
’VWGCI %O CIlSa‘P‘PGOﬁ'

WM%, (10@5 %7115 mecm:you ﬁnow How %0 1@&‘7/0 @m’ovia?”

"6, of course not. But T do have some places within Barovia that T can g0.” he sighed a bit here
and pushecl Ficcolo Toward us, “yo«u there, druid, take Piccolo, he won'1 be safe wi%’h me,”

“Can we help you fioht Strahd?”

“Fioht Strahd? T'm not ﬁjh’(mﬂ him, T'm running from him! If he finds me, Tm dead Look, 7
need 1o leave, 7 mwlﬂ be in ouch if I can manage it safely. Try not fo make things even worse

whﬂe T m gone.

7 may have summarized what e said a bit, but the Tone was there, Aormally T'd take offence to
being spoﬁcn 1o so w&c@, bt well, I can? say we don'? deserve it

w&h ’(Ha%, hc &{SCL‘P‘PGGWGCI, So fmuch foaf 9(11@% cﬂb,
Spcaﬁin_q of allies, though, we decided to head Toward the Vallaki camep,
We eaded out To e Vistani camp, Hoping Prat they hadn't been attacked by the wndead army

:rhcy CI ?J(ZC’VL movre %hcm fwcnc@y %0 us, mcg%e we CO‘U(ICI cven convince %Hefm %0 %aﬁe U‘P arms cgams%
5%«@115“ g% WW(LC(I %G nice %O Haw SOMeone on our S’lclé jCO‘Y once.,

The Vallaki Camp's parfg

The Vistani were partying, celebrating “our success in Vallaki”.
“:ﬁow@, %ha% was our 30@1," . 51:911061 back, T m 3@%%in3 Yired of hcwi@ 1o lic to pw%@ fmuch cveryome

we come CLC‘YOSS;j'US% SO jflhdﬂu (10‘1'1’% ﬁnow iﬂ’l@y‘?’c our enemies,

&‘P CWG‘H%‘L; %he 61]15%&111 11&4/0 alwctys ?JCC‘TL S‘LL‘P O‘Y%O’YS Of S%ﬂ’a Cl we cven 30% a 1115%043 10550‘}’1 O‘u%
Ojc jﬂlc (JCCJ ap?m’mﬂy, Yyear's CL‘H& ‘L}CCWS CL (o} g%‘?‘a Cl QCI ICCI an cwmy %O CQ‘P%‘WY@ %1115 CO‘U‘H%‘Y 7;0

Vod fellen n T 41T, Bt He Victant hod saved hrm, corning Hhem pretly mud) clernal g
%w %ha% h(? S CL(H—PO‘W(Z’YJCU(L %110 @Uts%am are move %hcm Hafmo_y %0 CO‘H%‘I%UG S@Y‘V‘l%ﬁ Him in C%CHCWLQC

fov spca'cﬂ favowrs

:ﬁuﬁc ‘P’YO%W:%%O‘H fwm CLTL Ojc S%ﬂ’a’h& S (2‘1/11 Q‘P‘PM’G%%@ %11@ AUw%am are CO‘M‘PIC%&U safc ffrom o.n Ojc
S%‘?’CLHCI S SCHC‘TYWS, fvom o,u Ojc %110 ZO“M(IJWS} fvom vapwes, fvom \9110‘1&@ fvom ZPTC%@ muih cver y%hmj
forritle about this country

Lucky ' daftora,
(ﬂs fmmum %g-qcm a clw'nﬁmj COM‘PC%1%10% once qgam %0 (hdfp 10050% %hCM’ %O‘Ylj‘uCS/ we asﬁc& a fcw

more gues’fwns we ﬁna1@ hacl a Jlamc 1o ask aboul " a vamzpwc named (drasimus’ , bt ﬂl“’ Hacl
no 1dea w’ha’( we meant, Thgy divected us Yo ‘Madam Hva' - jf'hc oldest 111!1%3 Vistani - in j(hc
Barovian Vistani camep when we wgucs%& to spcaﬁ w%h ﬂlc wisest person in Thc coun’w_y Th oy
mfo«rmccl us %’hajf ’(H@ Hap«pi@ worked fov S%cﬂld %cu running c%fpccil%w"ns %cqoml jflhc borders -
’fhou\gh 9(71@ could only leave wﬁh 1115 spcac& permission ~ and %aﬁm\g care of 31s%as%cfu1 clements
of soaie@ at Iacl;y ‘Wi’ccdhwys vcgucs’(
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Tha who% %11171 1Gﬂ me f@@l‘l%ﬂ a 1)‘1% 511‘111 ?m% a’( 10@5% we 30% some hO‘V‘SQS OU% Ojc %he (J@C& &repa«ren’d
Strahd od Lawished Fhom il oifts in elobration of our wictory and Bhey had miore Hhan enoush
110‘?’505 %0 spcwc one fOﬂ" @CLCH Ojc Us, g% (n hél‘? Uus run O,‘ch.} in jCCZCW somcwha% jCCLS%GY; CL% 16@5%

&S fﬁmm@wa clvcmﬁ, ?%CWNL‘H%CL S%@@& ‘Wi%h 110‘?’ cmcl a‘w1%j ‘W@‘n% Oﬁ/’ on h‘ls own, gmmwd cmcl g

ICWWW& ouy ‘H@%% Mmoves — a’( %1115 O‘H’l% g %111‘11.& we wnolws%aml @Mh O%h@‘)’ ‘P’YO%@ wcn %1%7{@4’ Of

us was olﬁ’wjﬁ ‘W‘l%h wha% hacl ha‘P‘PG%(ZCI we ’VWGCLZ& %0 ﬁnow ‘how %O pu% an (Z‘HCI %O %1115 W¢ ckgweol
%0 SG% ou% %0 %110 w1ZCWCIS Ojc ﬂﬂmc wmaw:y CL% ﬁ’?’s% Chd%c@/, 5044’6111%\9 fOﬁ" %110 ﬁ%O‘uﬂMbG 7”’0‘7‘(1150(1 %0

us in G@rabelle's epfro«pheiy
In Wer first prophecy, that is. T Told you T'd get to this, didn'Y T2

We haal jus’( spo’(’ceol glw{nj Havin\g a conversation wml a Dusk i‘ﬂf and were about o _Join him
when Grabella peaﬁe& hw Hccul out f@rom %é}p'nol a wagon and 3es%uwdl us over 1o 'hw

WHa% &0301& ﬁnow a%ou% %Laﬂam gva 5116 asﬁeﬂ us, 30%%11’13 1‘7114’?1@:11&%@@ %O %11@ <POWL% g% CIOGS% %
ma’(%w o 100ﬁ S%TCLHCI %vwgh%gw 11@4’0 ‘Wiﬂl some 701@% f@ maﬁeyw ‘m@@% %110 woif-—%ouchccl j@
ﬁfnows jO‘LW M%lO'VLS %CfOTC 0’1/@%30‘11« &0 _ﬁow, 30u asﬁz ﬂﬂaﬂam gva %cus 111‘711 5110 s a 1"5331“/

a ‘PYO‘P%@% 11ﬁ0 me, omcl 5110 S w@ much on 5%4’0313 S SHSIAZ U haj(@ 111‘71’1} %110‘1{911} since h@ ﬁ@G‘PS %11@
501.&1—1055 %YCUP’PG& 1104"0

WC re in a 3@‘?’?11—7310}716} %’YOXP‘P@CI n a ‘POCﬁG% clmwnswn Of Sjﬁ’cﬂl& s CIO‘man :/7\/(:05% Of %110 4/1116&900%
hCW‘C are hcwcng cen wcﬂ ‘PCO‘PlG/, since %11@4’0 aren % enoujh SO‘LJS %O 30 a:rowncl gjus% wcm% %O S¢e
hifm alcfcajw& SO %1105@ SO‘UL:IS can move on.

Thm’@ sa ?)OO.& ou %0001 %O S@Gﬁ OU% a% %he W1zm’cls Ojc wwtc ‘Wi%C‘ty 50 10‘119 as 30‘1# 1101& %ha%
11%%16 pwce Ojc S%wﬁhcl § 73&5% HG’CWL % haw ’Madam E’UCL S(ZG:}/OMY CLC%’lO‘YlS = 11@ can % haw am:yone

SCWL} UOUT CLC%’lO‘HS Uou %605‘1 %O 30% %110,% ﬁﬁ’s% %0 hmrc omcu chcmcc Of mcmcuwwnj wﬂhoujf h‘lS ﬁnowieclqe

(ﬂm?ﬁcna ??11%.&0& a fcw %1‘11105 aﬁm’ %11&% SCTCW(Z& U‘P Ehw @CS in CO‘HCG‘H%‘YQ%O%J cmcl %110% %U’YS%
1%%0 a j(wmcc %O GICIM/’CW' a SGCO%CI ‘PYO‘PHG@ %110 WOI:)C %ouchccl has 30%0 %O TCSOI‘VG hw ‘PCLS% 8110
G’GCOVC‘YC& ’PYG%@ CCLS‘II:y fyom %1115 one - cmc’{ cen c%ﬂamecl %hajf 5710 Ll CIO‘HC 1% on ‘PMWPOSG

g;’uc P‘YOPHCC%CS wfﬂ CO%fUSC ﬂéaﬂam gva § 51911% UO‘U haw S(ZfVCﬁ"Cd 1101”"5 whew SHC wxn %C
CO‘W‘F&G%&Z@ U‘HC&)IC %O 104’00112(30%&, g suﬂjcs%yw maﬁc %110 mos’t Of %110 %WYW 5%4’@71&31 ‘Wﬂl %0%160 %HC

hole in her Wechc%wns, thouoh, He'll know T'm involved, 7 need to leave this place, but T have
faith in gyou,

Tsn'T Mhat nice, she has faﬂh in us, Despite the fact that we'd found and lost our sccond ally

in as many hours, 7 couldn’t help but fcd somcwha’( optimistic about the whole thing. We've
trapped in a demi—planc, under control by a vampire that wants nothing more than a world
full of suffering... but we can foht back. %]’(71 enough power, we can defeat him and unvavel this
entive ﬁcma We can sawe, ., cveryone, Tha% sa pw%@ jrea% %710“,911%

g%ccy% for the part about how the “wolf—ouched has gone to vesolve her past’, Tt took us a bit of
scarching, but awnjfuany we realized: Rinnacia and JNlorianna had slifppczl away with their horses,

ﬂ@’d %G%%GY 110736 ﬁl@ 10:& jCCW a aamn 3003 reason,

We me% UfP W‘l%h glwmg Ct’ml :Hl@ %117‘00 Ojc us %W“LCCl %0 chCicIC whaj( %0 ClO/. sa@; %ﬁ;ﬁy %CCCL’USC we CWL;
hcwcny maﬁc uvp our mm&s Wc ‘TLCC&C& %0 30 aﬂw %hc %ooﬁ %O remain hiMC% fﬁ’O‘m 1115 ‘pOWCﬂ’S}

731&% wz’(hou% jﬂle j’H’lS we ‘WO‘ULZI 1‘[0‘1/0 an cven more (113%1&% %M’YIC 1“](: %1104"0 were a@ O%%@C’LGS in our

wcty a% %110 wmcm = cmcl ‘WC re ’P‘YC%% sure %hCTC ‘Wiu %C, since j(ha% seems %O %0 hO‘W %1115 CO‘U‘H%@

‘WO‘YﬁS &CCO‘VCL‘H& %O glwmg, CUCT@{ @usﬁ glf ho.jfcs B%Yahcl CUHCI ﬂl@ %O%‘h ﬁnow whcvc 1115 ‘POWC‘Y
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source is and are willing to bring us to it - we sew’ously considered %ee(lininj it sjtmfg‘h’c %Hwe, but

we e yye’(@ sure %He Jefemcs ’(hew would owfrwhelm us, Betler To be imwisible 1o 5%4*@71&, frst

(ﬂ(ﬁw far too 10%3 spen% arquing, we decided 1o haa& frst for NMorianna and Kinnacia and %hen
hea& o jﬂle winery imme&ia’(a@ %hewaﬂe% We 34’@%03 some lhwses and a wagon fmm j('he Vistani
and set of, only pausing to let glwifnj inform his new Elven friend (we have an ally that ‘hasrn'%
left us yet! T'm so happy) Pat we'd reburn soom,

(s we Haa& toward j(he wolwes den, T can'? 11@170 but wonder; did we make %Hc 4’1’971% decision,
9oing Wmﬁj after a Dwarf and a_human that had just abandoned us without a word vather than
take our chcmces wijch a smaller oroup at ’che wine@?

Well, T'm not sure we can trust %Hefm not to run off again, but ﬂl‘fﬁ‘f scem hapﬁﬁy 1o he(lp us find
Strahd's book, at least

We travelled Toward the gemeral arca we Anew the wolf den %o be; at first, we Yhouoht we'd have
to scarch carefully to find 1, but i Wrns oul ’(’h@ marked their cave with a giant stone wolf head.
Subtle, these werewolves,

(s we app«roachacl 9(11@ cave, we %@om to make out a few figures: Rinnacia and Morianna oulside

’the cave and an old man and a _young woman wﬁhin %11@ cave, surrounded ?iy wolwes, The woman

CICW%GCI %O‘WCWCI movicmna, as 13(: %O a%%acﬁ, %u% S%O‘P‘P@Cl a fOO% awcty, We COUI&%’% maﬁe O‘U% ‘mOS% O."f

jf’hc conversation from how far away we stood, but as far as 7 understand i ’ﬂle woman was ’(110

new a’l?o’ha o %71@ werewolves now %Ha% we'd, uh, 30%%@% vid of ’(he previous one,

Morianna asked her why %710 Werewolves “aMacked ’(Ha% house %ha% n@%%", which 7 assume means
J missed some context there, and was Told that “he told them 1o &ill everyone, but spare the ‘91'4'1".
Gnd %hajr now “he has somc%’hin»g precious of mine, so we can' act cg;cu'ns% Strahd”, Tha’( was
iy frst chue s To Tho contomds by T wayy Sounds like Strahd ‘sent The weratsolives Bo attach
NMoviannas family? T wonder why he would so that

AMorianna ofcw& our 110110 in w%w'w{nj wha%ww pwc{ous %Hinj %Ha a(lpha was wfcwinj 1o in

exchange for the werewolwes’ hcbp in fiohting S’cmhcl The c&pha scemed %o have %en%a’ciwly agreed,

but on@ if We can rescuc hm’ mate “@mil” fwom g%mhcl's &unjeon,

ycahj we 11 hcwe to break into B%mhbl’s castle once _jus%l to 30% 11@170 %waﬁinj into 111'5 castle,
4, ha%c %711'5 <p1ace,

Anyway, the werewolf (who Morianna veferred to as "Salika") gave Morianna a whistle To
{ﬁcnj({fy us to Amil and sent us on our way, We ushew& ’fh@m back 1o our wagon, told %Hcm
about (drabelle’s latest woﬁle@, and are now vi&inj onward To j(‘he Wizard of Wines winery,
:Ecw's 710101'919 %His gocs smooﬂf@,



