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Harden named Pac-10 Player of Year
By: Doug Haller - Mar. 9, 2009, The Arizona Republic

James Harden, credited for helping reverse the basketball fortunes at Arizona State, was
named the Pac-10's Player of the Year on Monday as voted by conference coaches.

Harden becomes the third ASU player to earn such an honor, joining Eddie House (2000) and
ke Diogu (2005).

"There are so many great players who came through this conference and set an example,
obviously on the court and off the court,” Harden told reporters after Monday's practice. "It's
just a great accomplishment, a great honor, and just a great feeling to be a part of those
players."

Harden is the third sophomore to win the award, joining California's Jason Kidd in 1994 and
Arizona's Mike Bibby in 1998. "James is a special player, and (this is) a wonderful recognition,"
ASU coach Herb Sendek said.

ASU senior forward Jeff Pendergraph joined Harden on the All-Pac-10 team. Pendergraph
averaged 14.4 points and 8.5 rebounds, shooting 66.5 percent. The first team also included
two players from Arizona: forwards Jordan Hill and Chase Budinger.

"It feels good," Pendergraph said, "and to have James as Player of the Year on my team, too,
that's awesome. To have the dynamic duo recognized, that's pretty cool."

Harden, a 6-foot-5 guard, led the Pac-10 in scoring at 20.8 points per game and shot 50.4
percent from the field. He also averaged 5.4 rebounds, 4.1 assists and 1.7 steals. Since the
1996-97 season, according to STATS LLC, only five other players in the nation have averaged
at least 20 points, five rebounds, four assists and shot better than 50 percent.

The focal point of nearly every defense he faced, Harden posted 20 or more points 16 times
this season, including a career-high 40 against Texas-El Paso in the 76 Classic. He also
dished 10 or more assists three times, including a career-best 11 against UCLA on Feb. 12.

In two seasons, Harden has accumulated 1,229 points, helping ASU post consecutive 20-win
seasons for the first time since 1981.

Harden had considered turning pro last year after one of the better freshman seasons in
school history, one in which he averaged 17.8 points, 5.3 rebounds and a Pac-10-best 2.1
steals. But he returned to help ASU compete for the Pac-10 title and its first NCAA
Tournament bid since 2003.

The Sun Devils (22-8, 11-7 in the Pac-10) didn't win the conference crown, finishing in a tie for
third, but the Sun Devils are considered a lock for the tournament.

They play Arizona on Thursday in the Pac-10 Tournament in Los Angeles.

The Arizona Republic
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Arizona State guard Harden no longer a
secret

By DICK JERARDI
Philadelphia Daily News

jerardd@phillynews.com

JAMES HARDEN showed up unannounced at Artesia High. He would leave as a McDonald's All-
American. This does not happen in Los Angeles, which has open enrollment and wide-open
recruiting of players who just became teenagers.

Why?

"He wasn't good enough to be ranked or for other programs to be recruiting him," said Scott Pera,
Harden's high-school coach and now an assistant at Arizona State, where Harden is a first- team
All-America.

How Harden, a sophomore from Southern California, and Pera, from Hershey, ended up in Tempe
is a classic basketball story. Pera, a 1989 Penn State Harrisburg grad who coached Elizabethtown
College baseball while an undergrad, migrated west to be with his girlfriend-now-wife, Penn grad
Alyssa Deaven. Before he went to LA, Pera coached Ann-ville-Cleona High to the 1999
Pennsylvania Class AA basketball championship.

Pera got himself involved in the LA hoop scene. A friend suggested he apply for the job at
powerhouse Artesia after the school had been beset by a recruiting scandal. The young man from
Hershey, now living with his new wife in Marina Del Rey, applied. And got the job at the perennial
power.

A few years later, Harden walked into the gym.

"l had a lot of kids coming to Artesia,"” Pera said Monday night from Tempe. "His name never came
up. He was nobody special. When he came, | said great. Tryouts are in September."
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A few months later, Pera realized Harden was somebody special.
"He had instincts and basketball 1Q that | had [rarely] seen before," Pera said.

Harden was a late bloomer, far from a finished product. But he grew. And he worked. By his junior
year, Artesia, with senior point guard Derek Glasser, now the junior point guard at ASU, was the
state champ.

Harden was no longer a secret. New ASU coach Herb Sendek offered Pera the director of
basketball operations job. He liked Pera; loved Harden.

"The itch was there [to coach in college],” Pera said. "My problem was | didn't want to leave that
team or leave him. | just went to him and said, 'l have an opportunity. If | do it, how would you feel?'
He said, '‘Coach, if you go to a major school, I'll come with you.""

Pera was upfront with Sendek.

"Even when Herb hired me, | told Herb, ‘I'm not holding a gun to his head on that statement.' | said,
'If you're taking me thinking you're getting him, you probably are, but | am not promising you and
I'm not delivering him because I'm not going to hold a gun to a 16-year-old kid's head.' [Harden]
gave me the ultimate compliment when he said that to me."

Artesia won another state title the next year under Pera's assistant. Harden went to ASU.

ASU was a Pacific-10 wasteland when Sendek left North Carolina State 3 years ago. The Sun
Devils were 8-22 in his first season, but Sendek already had made the move that would get ASU
back to the NCAA. He hired Pera, who brought Harden.

Harden is one of America's most versatile players. The 6-5 lefty, with the heavy beard, is a classic
big guard with a power game. He averages 20.8 points, 5.5 rebounds, 4.2 assists and shoots 50.2
percent from the floor. He does not have to score to be effective. He understands the game.

"He was somebody who clearly stood out and distinguished himself every time you watched him
play in high school,” Sendek said Monday night from Tempe.

Nothing has changed in college. Harden, just 19, sort of got lost in last year's Pac-10 freshman
hype for UCLA's Kevin Love and USC's O.J. Mayo. Harden was every bit as effective for a team
that just missed the 2008 NCAAs.

ASU was always going to be in this tournament. Friday afternoon in Miami, the Sun Devils play
Temple.

The Pennsylvania guys, Pera and Sendek (from Pittsburgh), will be coaching against the
Pennsylvania school with a tradition that goes back decades. And they will bring the young star
from California with them.

"He's so easy to like and get along with," Sendek said. "He has a great sense of humor. He's easy
to smile and quick to laugh, treats everybody with dignity and respect.”

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Arizona+...8_Arizona_State_guard_Harden_no_longer_a_secret.html&partnerID=167786 Page 2 of 4



Arizona State guard Harden no longer a secret 4/21/09 2:27 PM

And he lives in Tempe.
"It's really nice out here today," Harden said yesterday afternoon. "And all the ladies are out.”
And there is some NCAA Tournament basketball to be played.

"That's an experience that not everyone gets to have," Harden said. "That was the most important
thing, just to be part of it. This is the stage that gets you ready for the next level. With all the
attention that the NCAA Tournament gets, with all the TV time and all the great players in the
tournament, it's great to be a part of it."

This could be a small window for this team and its star. The NBA beckons.

"That's my overall goal, to play in the NBA," Harden said. "If | have the talent, I'll definitely take the
jump. That's the overall goal right now - just to play basketball, which I've been doing for a long
time and is something | love."

Why not, Harden figures, "get paid for it?"
Pera will be right there for that decision.

"Right now, we are going to let him finish the year," Pera said. "We'll sit down and lay out all his
options to him . . . Let's face it. If everybody tells me he's a top-eight pick, you know the answer."

Whether Harden stays or goes, Sendek understands what he means now and could mean in the
future.

"We're not where we are without him," Sendek said. "He's helped establish some credibility. He
has, in many ways, made it OK for really good players to come to Arizona State."

Sendek is one of America's most innovative coaches. He fits what he does to the personnel he
has. He used many of the Princeton concepts at NC State, concepts he needed to compete in the
ACC.

"We're not running the same offense, we're not playing the same defense," Sendek said. "l very
much have tailored a great deal of what we do to James."

Friday afternoon, anybody with a TV in Philadelphia and anybody with a computer anywhere will
get to see James Harden's game on display against the Owils. It will be well worth the time. *

Find this article at:
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/sports/20090318_Arizona_State_guard_Harden_no_longer_a_secret.html
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A Traveling

Buddy

Act

Chance encounters brought together two players and a coach at
Artesia High. They followed one another to Arizona State, where
star guard James Harden once again is vital to their title hopes

BY LUKE WINN
Photograph by John W. McDonough

HE FOURTH-FLOOR view of Tempe Town Lake
would be splendid, but the shades are drawn be-
cause the glare from the descending desert sun
makes Ping-Pong impossible. This glassy tower on
the road snaking behind Arizona State’s landmark
“A” Mountain is no dorm—if the architecture doesn’t
give it away, the sign advertising luxury condos will—and inside it looks
as if these college kids are crashing an investment banker’s bachelor
pad. But the resident of the two-bedroom unit is actually junior com-
munications major Derek Glasser, the Sun Devils’ starting point guard

and son of premium jeans magnate Michael
Glasser, Derek’s volleying with sophomore
shooting guard Ty Abbott as friends look
on, heckling them.

To accommodate the table, several mod-
ern couches have been haphazardly pushed
aside, and near one of them leans a large TV
whose flat screen was broken by a flying
Nintendo Wiimote. A giant Sharp Aquos has
gone up in its place, and sophomore guard
James Harden, an All-America candidate
who leads the Pac-10 in scoring and is 10th
in the nation, has fixed his gaze on the big
screen as he plays Mario Kart, expertly steer-
ing Mario clear of a virtual abyss. He would

live with Glasser, his old run-
ning mate from Artesia High
near Los Angeles, but the rent
required to avoid violating the
NCAA’s “extra benefits” rule
'would be astronomical. Instead,
he teams with Glasser in the Arizona State
backeourt, and together they’re steering the
Sun Devils toward their first NCAA tourna-
ment appeararnce in six years.

ARDEN ARRIVED at Arizona
State in 2007 as a McDonald’s All-
American, but he was overshad-
owed by, among others, two fellow freshmen

who went to L.A. instead of
leaving it: USC’s O.]. Mayo
and UCLA’s Kevin Love.
This season, with Mayo
and Love in the NBA, the
6'5", 218-pound Harden
was averaging 23.4 points
through Sunday, and the
Sun Devils (12-2,1-lin the
Pac-10) were ranked 20th in
the latest AP poll. “Arizona
State was terrible,” he says
of the program that has
not produced a top 5 NBA
pick since Byron Scott was
chosen fourth by the San
Diego Clippers in 1983, “but
I wanted to go somewhere
that was different.”

Harden is, by nature, unorthodox: Left-
handed and bearded, he wears a number
13 jersey and a baggy T-shirt underneath.
He’s a bull moose of a wing player who can

GUARD DUTY With backcourt mate Glasser
(12) feeding him, Harden was averaging a
Pac-10 best 23.4 points through Sunday.
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Rival recruiters told Harden that his skills would be wasted in the methodical offense
Sendek used in his first season at ASU, when the Sun Devils had little scoring punch.

“When I heard he ran the Princeton offense, I kind of paused,” Harden said. “I was
like, Oh, I don’t want to run that.”

Pera chuckled at the memory.

“Two years ago, James didn’t know the Princeton offense from the man in the
moon,” Pera said. “All I told him was, ‘It’s a recruiting ploy, James. This is why
they’re telling you this. If you come here, I'm telling you what’s going to happen. You
have to trust me. What would the benefit be of bringing you here to not exploit your
talents?’

Harden signed with the Sun Devils. He was an unlikely catch for ASU, which has landed only five McDonald’s All-
Americans.

Harden said he was lured by the chance to help build something, so he passed on the opportunity to follow Artesia
High products Ed and Charles O’Bannon to UCLA.

“That’s how I've been raised, to take on the challenge and experience different things, to not always take the easy
way,” Harden said. “Create my own path.”

Harden made another outside-the-box decision when he spurned the NBA last summer after averaging 17.8 points
per game as a freshman and earning a spot on the All-Pac-10 first team.

“I was still a young kid who wasn’t ready for that next level,” said Harden, who won’t say if this will be his last
season. “The next level, it’s all basketball. You’re watched on what you do. It’s a business. I wasn’t ready for that. I
was still young, I was still growing.”

The Sun Devils are growing too—thanks to their reluctant superstar.

The year before Harden arrived, Arizona State went 8-22 and lost a school-record 15 consecutive games. In his
freshman year, the Sun Devils went 21-13, missed the NCAAs by a whisker and reached the third round of the NIT.

“From the time he committed and then signed, and all the way through this conversation today, he’s given us
tremendous exposure,” Sendek said this week. “He’s improved our credibility. He’s helped promote our program in
ways that would have been difficult to accomplish otherwise.”
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Harden brings big-time feel to ASU

By: Paola Boivin - Nov. 15, 2008, The Arizona Republic
For those of us who genuflect at the greatness that is John Wooden, who equate Mecca with a 65-
team field and a One Shining Moment soundtrack, Friday night at Wells Fargo Arena felt . . .

different.

It felt like the start of something special. It felt like a real college game with a bona fide superstar and
some good old-fashioned atmosphere. If that doesn't sound like bountiful riches, then you don't

appreciate how long it's been since those forces converged in Tempe.

Arizona State wasn't brilliant Friday night against Mississippi Valley State but it was promising. The
Sun Devils revealed a team much further along in its season opening game than any ASU team in

recent memory. It hinted of a team that - gasp, dare we say it - could contend for the Pac-10 title.

This is what you couldn't ignore during the 80-64 victory. ASU needs to do something special this

season because the brilliance that is James Harden will be NBA-bound when it's done.

Sometime during the off-season, Harden morphed from a gifted freshman to a big-time college player.
He revealed not only more endurance but more leadership. And it's clear all that work on his midrange

game and right hand paid off.

More impressive than his 24 points, were his career-high 10 assists. He's a superstar who still

embraces passing the ball.

Harden set the tone from the start Friday, scoring the first basket on a feed from Ty Abbott. He
contributed to the second with an on-target pass to senior forward Jeff Pendergraph. They pointed to
each other afterward and nodded heads, a "this is what we need to do to succeed this season”

acknowledgement.
Then came a no-look pass to Rihards Kuksiks, who sank it from outside, and several dunks.

It wasn't just Harden. The team looked more refined. Jamelle McMillan played with more confidence,

Abbott with more poise and Kuksiks with more knowledge.
The Sun Devils will face many teams tougher than the Delta Devils but the visitors shouldn't be

dismissed either. They are an athletic bunch with three starters returning from a group that played in

the NCAA Tournament's first round last season.
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Is an ASU program finally going to live up to the hype?

This group was ranked (15th) in the Associated Press preseason polt for the first time since the 1991-
92 season. It's the second highest ranking in school history.

"It makes you feel somewhat bigger than being picked dead last in the conference or saying you have

nothing to lose every single time you go out and play," McMillan said.

No one knows that better than Pendergraph. He lived through the half-empty arenas, through the team

that went 8-22, through the utter lack of respect from the rest of the Pac-10 Conference.

During the process, he worked on his game and steadily improved each season. He earned the
respect of his team by his accountability. He always made himself available after games to explain the

team's struggles, never once letting the program's difficulties interfere with his development.

Coach Herb Sendek has longed praised the player's value to the team's steadiness in the face of
adversity. The coach, too, deserves credit. He never let this group get too high or too low while

perpetually tweaking the team to his liking.

The effort raised questions about this team's potential. Could it challenge for the Pac-10 title? Advance
to the NCAA Tournament? Based on what the Sun Devils demonstrated Friday night at Wells Fargo

Arena, those thoughts don't sound so farfetched anymore.

This team still has its skeptics, as it should. The programs at this school have done their share of

heart-breaking, of being living and breathing examples of overhype and underachievement.
Harden won't let that happen. You should have seen him Friday, waving his arms at the crowd and

smiling at every baby step the Sun Devils made. Although the arena still had empty seats in the upper
level, it felt different.

Everything about the evening felt different.

The Arizona Republic
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James Harden could have feft ASU for the NBA fast year, but he stayed so he could mature as a person and player.

DAVID WALLACE/THE ARIZONA REPUSLIC

Goal: NCAA Tournament

. By Doug Haller
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

" ¢’s not supposed to be here.

H Not after last year, when he

led the Arizona State basket-

ball team in scoring and the Pac-10.in

steals. The trend says such a player

cashes in. He enters the 'NBA draft.
- James Harden stayed.

Everyone demands an explana-
tion, which Harden finds puzzling.
‘Truth is, he just didn’t think he was
ready, which means last season’s

youngest Pac-10 player made a deci-
sion that required maturity beyond
his years.

1 dido’t ask around; I just asked
myself” Harden said. “You can only
pe truthful with yourself. m not say-
ing I don’t have the talent to go to the
NBA, but there are a lot of things you
need along with talent. I just thought
I needed to come back to mature as a
person and a player.”

Harden’s return has ASU poised
fora breakout season its fans haven’t
experienced in years. Entering this

weel’s 76 Classic in Anaheim, the
No. 14 Sun Devils. are 3-0 behind
theit preseason All-American. Har-
- den, asophomore guard averaging 25
points and 6.7 rebounds, already has
career highs in points and assists, and
it appears he’s just getting started. -
* Credit his. determination. Assist-
ant coach Lamont Smith, who joined
the program in May, noticed that
Harden was the last player remain-
ing on the court, shooting with kids,

during a summer camp. Sopho-
more guard Jamelle McMillan
once entered Wells Fargo Aréna
at night to get in extra shooting,
only to find Harden, who has a
key, there. -

“James has a strong desire t
want to be ,good,” said ASU as-
sistant coach Scott Pera, who
coached Harden at Artesia
High in Lakewood, Calif. “For
him, what’s interesting is he
didn’t walk in (to high school)
athletic. He wasn’t jumping
around the gym, running a 4.4.
He didn’t rely on athletic ability
back themn. He relied on funda-
mentals.”

Harden played varsity as a
freshman. His - confidence
soared after nailing a 3-pointer
at the buzzer to win a game in a
holiday tournament, but he re-
mained unselfish. He led the
team in charges taken his fresh-
man and sophomore seasons.
The next year, in a game against
Brook and Robin Lopez, both
future NBA first-round draft
picks, Harden took four.

By then, college recruiters
had taken notice of his skills, no

one more than Washington:

coach Lorenzo Romar.
“Each time (I saw him) I

. thought, You'll become an in-

stant contender (if) this kid
joins your team, ” Romar said.
“He knew how to play with the
ball and without the ball. It was
almost like he was a puppet
master. He just fixes the game
the way he wants it to be fixed.
And he doesn’t make it too obvi-
ous that he’s in control.”
Losing Harden to. ASU “was

one of the top two or three dis- -

appointments in recruiting that
I've ever dealt with as a head
coach or as an assistant coach,”

 Romar said.

Even Harden acknowledges
that his decision to attend ASU
took time to .grasp. At the
McDonald’s High School All-
American game, he recalls
looking at teammates, thinking,
“You have guys who are going to
the North . Carolinas, the
UConns, then you have James
Harden, Arizona State,” a team
that had won only eight games
the previous year.

“But this was a chance for me
to come into a Pac-10 program
and try to do something,” he
said. '

He surprised himself last
year. Harden counted on con-
tributing, but not so much so
soon. He scored 22 points in'his
second game, starting a. string
in which he reached double fig-
ures in 17 of 18 games.

Pera made sure Harden un-
derstood the significance. In his
ASU office, he kept a printout of
the nation’s top nine freshmen.
Each week Pera had a team
manager update the statistics of
each player in 11 categories.

“I just wanted to make sure
James knew where he stood
among all those guys,” Pera
said. “You have to remember, as
good as he’s been, when he first
arrived he wasn’t getting much
national attention..”

By season’s end, Harden
ranked first only in steals, but
he was the only player among
the nine not to rank lower than
sixth in any category.

“To be honest, I really wasn’t
surprised,” said Mayo, who left

- USC after his freshman season

and became the NBAs third
overall pick. “All summer prior
to our freshman ‘season, we
worked out in LA togetheér. We
were really hanging tight,
working out really hard. James
is going to keep getting better.
The sky’s the limit for him.”
Harden averaged 17.8 points
and became the fifth freshman
in history to lead the Pac-10 in
steals. Everyone seemed to be
amazed but him. '
“He is so unselfish, he is so
team-centered, you couldn’t
ask for a guy with his talent

quotient to be better in those
areas,” ASU coach Herb Sendek
said.

Harden, 19, describes himself
as “just kind of a smooth guy.”
On the court, he always seems
to know what's coming, Off the

-court, however, that demeanor

can work against him. His
mother, Monja, wasn’t too
pleased to find out her son was
going to be on the cover of
Sports Illustrated the day be-
fore it hit newsstands.

“He called me as I was on my
way home from work,” she said.
“He said, ‘Mom, I’'m going to be
on the cover of Sports Illus-
trated’ 1 said, ‘What?!” He had
taken that photo like a month
before, so he had known for a
long time. For whatever reason,
he just decided not to tell me.”

Perhaps Harden does this to
stay grounded. To keep distrac-
tions at a minimum. He knows
what’s at stake this season. Ev-
eryone is watching him. Every-

_one is looking for limitations —

His right hand! His midrange
game! — because that's’ what
happens to the country’s best

-players. They’re dissected.

To Harden, none of that mat-
ters. He came to ASU to help re-
vive the program, to help the
Sun Devils contend for a Pac-10
title and return to the NCAA
Tournament, where they
haven’t been in five seasons.

«I don’t want to be one of
those guys who just leave col-
lege, go to the NBA and never
get to experience the tourna-
ment,” Harden said. “The NBA
is always going to be there. Just
to get to the tournament would
be a dream come true. That’s
what we're trying to do here.”
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. excuses. | have a year under my;
. belt. It's time to just execute and.

5 MINUTES WITH ...
JAMES HARDEN

Guard James Harden gave the

Sun Devils a boost when he de-
cided to hold off on the NBA an¢
return for his sophomore sea-

. son. Harden averaged 17.8
_points, 5.3 rebounds and 2.2
steals last season.

Question: How hard was your
decision to stay in school?
Az "l just knew | wasn't going t
be ready. The NBA is such a bi
jump. The guys are grown men
was just 18 yearsold. 1told ;
Coach (Herb Sendek) early th

1 was going to come back for my;
sophomore year, just to work o
a couple things and mature as a¥§
person as well.”

Q: How do all these expecta-
tions change your approach? ...
A: “We just have to be ready td@g
g0 every single game. We can't >
be this sleeper team anymore. ¥
People know who we are now.
They're going to want to beat
this so-called ranked team.”

Q: What was your focus in the
off-season? g
A: “My weak hand, my right
hand, my mid-range game. Be=*
ing able to play long periods of
time without getting that tired. 1
Improving my conditioning.” .~

B

ra_ i1

R

",L

Q: Was conditioning a proble !
last season? b
A: “Yeah, playing so many min-

- utes in a college-basketball

game, the court's bigger than

~ high school. It was just the

whole experience of getting
used to it, But now there are no’}

play basketball.”

Q: What kind of leader will yoiga
be? .
A: "I've never been the vocal
type. 1 just always go out and doz
Like last year, | was still trying tg
find the whole college-basket- i
ball thing as a freshman. But th@
year |'ve been through it, so | -3
know what to expect. ... Jeff v%
Pendergraph's the one that yells}
and screams. I'm just right be-
hind him, (saying,) 'Yeah,

yeah. "

— Doug Hall@ji

NOVEMBER 12, 2008
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Greg Hansen : Harden will be a big task for Cats

Opinion by Greg Hansen
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Arizona's Mysterious Mr. X, publicity-shy strategist Mike Dunlap, will draw the obligatory X's and O's on a grease
board today and explain how the X's are to stop the O's.

The Wildcats will be the X's; there will be many of them. They will trap, harass, surround and out-number the
single O on the board. That will be Arizona State's James Harden.

In the Pac-10, James Harden is the Big O.

As diagrammed by Mr. X, the scheme will appear to be a work of genius. It will sound good. It will look good. All of
those X's against one O. Brilliant.

But it will not work.

Whenever James Harden needs to get from Point A to Point B tonight, he will get there. The X's will scatter and the
O will find daylight — and probably draw a foul in the process.

It does not matter that Jim Livengood is paying the Mysterious Mr. X $375,000 to do nothing more than draw X's
and O's. It does not matter that tonight's game is a career challenge for Dunlap; the opportunity to create a hybrid
defense to stop James Harden, even though UCLA's defensive master, Ben Howland, and a slew of Final Four-tested
players could not do so.

In 30 seasons of Pac-10 basketball, James Harden is one of the three most difficult defensive matchups to step on
the McKale Center court.

There was UCLA'S 6-foot-10-inch shooting machine, Don MacLean, who could not be guarded effectively by anyone
in an Arizona uniform, not even by those Wildcats who wound up NBA multimillionaires.

There was Oregon State's 6-11 human layup, Steve Johnson, who waited patiently near the basket as two of Ralph
Miller's Pac-10 champion screening machines worked backdoor cuts and put on passing clinics so well that Johnson
shot .746 percent from the field in 1981-82.

Now comes Harden, who is a bull of a young man, 6-5 and maybe 225 pounds, a mixture of Khalid Reeves' full-
speed-ahead strength and Chris Mills' size, versatility and go-to-the-hole instincts. The only thing Harden lacks is
Sean Elliott's breakaway first step.

"Harden actually seems to seek contact; he plays better that way," says Tucson attorney Mike Redhair, a Sun
Devils starting point guard from 1986 to 1990. "He's got a mean streak, a tough streak. He'll jump into you, leading
with a shoulder or an elbow. Sometimes, he's unstoppable.”

The four Sun Devils who start opposite Harden are willing role players, rooks and pawns to Harden's king. One of
them, senior center Jeff Pendergraph, possibly has a future playing overseas pro basketball. The others are Joe the
Plumber.

"He reminds me a lot of (ex-Sun Devil and NBA star) Lionel Hollins," says Tucson real estate executive Joe Nehls,

http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/printDS/276830 Page 1 of 2
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an Arizona All-Pac-10 guard in 1980. "They're both big shooting guards, lefties, aggressive guys who go to the
basket."

Over the last 25 years, ASU has just three NCAA tournament teams. All of those, and several others, had superior
personnel to this Sun Devils team. Yet because Harden is so dynamic, and coach Herb Sendek is so effective at
getting the most out of limited resources, this ASU team has the look of one that could play on to the Sweet 16.

Much of that can be seen in Harden's 149 free throws. That's 54 more than Arizona's Jordan Hill, who seems to get
fouled every time he touches the ball. That's a lot of easy points.

It's possible that Harden will shoot more than 300 free throws this year. Only one man in Pac-10 history, ex-Sun
Devil center Ike Diogu (311), has done so. Stanford's marvelous Adam Keefe, who seemed to be shooting free
throws all night, never topped 267 in a season.

Harden isn't infallible. He scored a mere four points against USC's Daniel Hackett a week ago. It wasn't unlike
Arizona's Jerryd Bayless, who was limited to eight points by Hackett a year ago.

Alas, Arizona doesn't have a Daniel Hackett to guard Harden tonight.

"Harden presents a real predicament for Arizona's coaches," says Nehls. "If you put a big guy on him, he'll go
around him. If you put a smaller guy out there, he'll post him up. Arizona doesn't have anyone to match up with
him."

A year ago in Tempe, Harden scored 22 points in the second half, including an overtime-forcing drive to the bucket
when everyone in the gym knew he was going to get the ball and drive to the basket.

The O's beat all the X's that night 64-59.
Now it's Arizona's move again.

Contact columnist Greg Hansen at ghansen@azstarnet.com or 573-4362.

All content copyright © 1999-2009 AzStarNet, Arizona Daily Star and its wire services and suppliers and
may not be republished without permission. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution, or
retransmission of any of the contents of this service without the expressed written consent of Arizona Daily
Star or AzStarNet is prohibited.
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