MIKE BENJAMIN

BASEBALL / 1986-1987

Benjamin played shortstop for the Sun Devils in 1986 and 1987, earning First Team
All-American and First Team All-Pac-10 honors in 1987. He hit .315 in his ASU
career, including .327 with 18 homers and 55 RBI during the '87 season. Benjamin
also stole 30 bases. helping lead the Sun Devils to Omaha and the College World
Series that year. He was a third round pick of the San Francisco Giants in the 1987
MLB Draft. Benjamin was named to the All-1980's squad for Arizona State Baseball
by the East Valley Tribune as a shortstop. Benjamin played 13 seasons of Major
League Baseball, the first seven of which he spent with the San Francisco Giants. He
made his Major League debut for the Giants on July 7, 1989 and played there through
the 1995 season. He spent 1996 with the Philadelphia Phillies before joining the
Boston Red Sox in 1997. He played two seasons in Boston, playing in the 1998
American League Divisional Series, before finishing his career with the Pittsburgh
Pirates. Following his pro career, Benjamin was a coach for the Chandler National
Little League team that advanced to the Little League World Series in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania. That team featured his son, future Sun Devil baseball player Michael.
Benjamin returned to Arizona State in 2010 as a member of Tim Esmay’s
coaching staff.
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