
         Sun Devil Beach Volleyball Notes

 2023 Sun Devil Beach VB Schedule 
All matches listed in Arizona Time

Date Opponent TV Time/Result
Cactus Classic

Feb. 24 Oregon.............................................................................................................W, 4-1
 Boise State .................................................................................................... L, 3-2
Feb. 25 Colorado Mesa ............................................................................................W, 4-1
 UTEP ...............................................................................................................W, 5-0

Pac-12 South Tournament (at UCLA)
Mar. 4 Utah* .................................................................................................................W, 4-1
 at UCLA* .........................................................................................................L, 5-0
Mar. 5 Stanford* ........................................................................................................ L, 3-2

Canyon Classic
Mar. 17 Pepperdine ..................................................................................................... L, 4-1
Mar. 18 UC Davis ........................................................................................................W, 3-2
 at Grand Canyon ........................................................................................L, 5-0

Gamecock Grand Slam
Mar. 25 Georgia State ...............................................................................................L, 5-0
 at South Carolina ......................................................................................... L, 4-1
Mar. 26 Houston Christian .....................................................................................W, 3-2
 Tampa .......................................................................................................canceled

Mar. 29 Arizona ....................................................................................2:30 p.m.

Pac-12 North Tournament (at Stanford)
Apr. 7 Oregon* ..............................................................................................................TBD
 USC* ....................................................................................................................TBD
Apr. 8 Washington* .....................................................................................................TBD

Home Tournament
Apr. 14 Utah* ............................................................................................ 10 a.m.
 Grand Canyon ..............................................................................4 p.m.
Apr. 15 Arizona Christian ...................................................................... 10 a.m.
 Park University (AZ) ...................................................................4 p.m.

Apr. 21 at Arizona ......................................................................................................... 2 p.m.

Apr. 26-28 Pac-12 Championship ..................................................................................TBD

* - indicates Pac-12 Conference contest
Home games in BOLD
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Team Overviews

Dual Overviews

Previous Lineup
1) Lexi Sweeney & Kylie Wickley
2) Kendall Whitmarsh & Ivey Weber
3) Taryn Ames & Sarah Waters
4) Adriana Nieves Papaleo & Carys Thomas
5) Jensen Kaelin & Kaitlyn Winkelman

vs. No. 18 Arizona
Tempe, Ariz.
March 29
ASU Live Stream
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Last Time Out
The Sand Devils are coming 
off of a rainy weekend at the 
Gamecock Grand Slam at 
South Carolina. The team 
went 1-2, picking up a win 
against Houston Christian. 
Junior Kate Fitzgerald and 
sophomore Rylie Kael were 
the lone duo to get a win over 
a ranked-team pair. They beat 
No. 16 South Carolina’s No. 5 
pair in straight sets.

Opponent Outlook
Arizona (12-3, 2-2 Pac-12)
• The Wildcats have just 

three losses so far this 
season, two of which 
were to ranked opponents.
They have one ranked win: 
beating No. 17 Pepperdine 
on the road, 3-2.

• Arizona has won its last 
four duals, sweeping its 
opponents at the SFA 
Invitational last Friday. 

• Last season, the Sun 
Devils and Wildcats split 
the regular season series, 
with each team winning 
at home. ASU also upset 
Arizona at the 2022 Pac-12 
Championships.

New Faces
Freshmen Adriana Nieves 
Papaleo and Carys Thomas 
made their collegiate debut 
on opening weekend, going 
a perfect 4-0 against their 
opponents. They currently 
lead the team in wins, holding 
a 8-5 record, tied with Taryn 
Ames and Sarah Waters for 
the best record.

Record Watch
Senior Sarah Waters broke 
into the top 10 for career wins 
in program history at ASU. She 

currently has 37, five behind 
Oluoma Okaro in ninth. Senior 
Lexi Sweeney is right behind 
Waters with 35 at No. 11, tied 
with junioir Taryn Ames. Junior 
Kate Fitzgerald is tied for No. 
14 with 28 wins.

2023 Schedule Outlook 
Throughout the season the 
team is scheduled to play nine 
teams ranked in the AVCA 
Coaches Preseason Poll, 
seven of which they play in the 
month of March. This includes 
playing the reigning Pac-
12 and national champions 
USC during the Pac-12 North 
Tournament on April 7. ASU is 
receiving votes in the poll.

Home Slate
The Sand Devils will host a 
total of five matches at home 
this season. The first home 
match will happen against 
Arizona on March 29. The 
other four home matches 
will occur during the home 
tournament on the weekend of 
April 14-15.

Last Season
Last season marked the 
inaugural opening of the Sun 
Devil Beach Volleyball facility. 
The Sand Devils hosted nine 
matches last year, including 
a ranked win over in-state 
rival Arizona. The Sand Devils 
ended the season with a 
record of 17-15, with a 5-6 
record in Pac-12 play. 

National Rankings

AVCA Coaches Poll
Week 4

Rank Team Record
1. TCU 16-0
2. USC* 13-1
3. UCLA* 18-1
4. Florida State 16-2
5. LSU 13-4
6. GCU 12-4
7. LMU 12-1
9. California* 12-3
10. Stanford* 11-6
11. Georgia State 10-7
12. Long Beach State 8-8
13. Washington* 7-6
14. FAU 9-7
15. FIU 7-6
16. South Carolina 11-7
17. Stetson 9-7
18. Pepperdine 8-3
19. Arizona* 10-3
20. Tulane 11-5

Others receiving votes: FGCU (16), 
Coastal Carolina (7) Arizona State 
(4), Cal Poly (3), Boise State (2)

Italicized indicates 2022 opponents
*Pac-12 opponents
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Location .......................................... Tempe, Ariz.
Founded .......................................................... 1885
Enrollment ...............................................140,759
Nickname ...........................................Sun Devils
School Colors ................... Maroon and Gold
Affiliation ..................................NCAA Division I
Conference ............................................... Pac-12
Facility ..............Sun Devil Beach VB Facility
Facility Capacity ......................................10,734
President ..............................Dr. Michael Crow
Vice President of Athletics ......Ray Anderson
Faculty Representative .. Christina Wombacher
Head Athletic Trainer ............. Ken McCarty
Sr. Associate AD ..................Graham Rossini
Athletic Dept. Phone ........... 480-965-4382
Ticket Office Phone ............ 480-727-0000

Arena ..Sun Devil Beach Volleyball Facility
Conference ............................................... Pac-12
All-Time Record ....................... 103-116 (.469)
2022 Final Rank.............................................. RV
First year of beach volleyball ...............2014
NCAA appearances/Last .................... 0/N/A
All-Americans ...................................................... 0

Head Coach .................................Brad Keenan
Alma mater ..............................Pepperdine ‘03
Years at ASU ........................ Seventh season
Assistant Coach ............................Paul Araiza
Volunteer Assistant Coach .....Connor Boyles

Record ..............................................................17-15
Pac-12 Record ................................................. 5-6
Final ranking ..................................................... RV

Pac-12 All-Tournament Team .......Cierra Flood
......................................................... Lexi Sweeney
Pac-12 Academic Honor Roll ..................... 12

Letterwinners Returning/Lost .............. 14/7
Newcomers ...........................................................5

Beach VB Contact .............Kimberlie Haner
Cell ...............................................503-758-9698
Email ........................................khaner@asu.edu
Director .....................................Doug Tammaro
Office...........................................480-965-6592
Email ................................... tammaro@asu.edu

QUICK FACTS

TEAM INFORMATION

COACHING STAFF

2022 RECAP

2022 TROPHY CASE

TEAM INFORMATION

MEDIA RELATIONS

#  Name Height Year Hometown (High School/Last School)
0 Kendall Whitmarsh 5-9 Fr. San Diego, Calif. (Torrey Pines HS)
1   Anya Pemberton 6-0 So. Kelowna, BC, Canada (Kelowna Secondary)
2 Lillie Seymour 6-0 So. Ocean, N.C. (Croatan HS)
3 Carys Thomas 5-11 Fr. Southlake, Texas (Carroll HS)
4   Katie Blomberg 5-11 So. Dallas, Texas (Bishop Lynch HS)
5   Lexi Sweeney 5-11 Sr. Phoenix, Ariz. (Arcadia HS)
6   Ivey Weber 5-9 Jr. Georgetown, Texas (Georgetown HS)
7 Ava Lewison-German 5-9 Fr. San Diego, Calif. (Patrick Henry HS)
8   Kate Fitzgerald 5-11 Jr. Scottsdale, Ariz. (Chaparral HS)
9   Rylie Kael 5-10 So. Brentwood, Tenn. (Brentwood HS)
10  Kylie Wickley 5-10 So. San Antonio, Texas (Alamo Heights HS)
11  Shane Burleson 5-10 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Martin HS)
12 MayaMay Brown 5-9 Fr. Andover, Kan. (Andover HS)
13  Kaitlyn Winkelman 5-10 So. Lone Tree, Colo. (Valor Christian HS)
17  Sarah Waters 5-10 Sr. Chatsworth, Calif. (Notre Dame HS)
23  Maria Kowal 5-10 Sr. Vienna, Va. (James Madison HS)
25  Jensen Kaelin 5-10 Jr. Lake Oswego, Ore. (Lake Oswego HS)
28  Taryn Ames 5-8 Jr. Phoenix, Ariz. (Desert Vista HS)
31 Adriana Nieves Papaleo 5-7 Fr. Caguas, Puerto Rico (Colegio Católico Notre Dame)

Taryn Ames (TAIR-in aims)

Katie Blomberg (BLAHM-berg)

Rylie Kael (like kale)

Jensen Kaelin (KAY-lin)

Maria Kowal (muh-REE-uh KOH-wall)

Ava Lewison-German (like the language)

Adriana Nieves Papaleo (AH-dree-aw-     

             nuh nee-AY-vays pa-PA-lay-oh)

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

ROSTER

By Class
Freshman ................................ 5
Sophomore............................. 6
Junior ........................................ 4
Senior ........................................ 4

By Geography
Arizona ..................................... 3
California ................................. 3
Colorado ................................... 1
Kansas ....................................... 1
North Carolina ....................... 1
Oregon ...................................... 1
Tennessee ............................... 1
Texas ......................................... 5
Virginia ....................................... 1

Canada ...................................... 1
Puerto Rico ............................. 1

ROSTER BREAKDOWN

Anya Pemberton (ANN-yuh)

Ivey Weber (WEB-er)

Paul Arazia (uh-RYE-zuh) 

Returning Letterwinners
Taryn Ames
Katie Blomberg
Shane Burleson
Kate Fitzgerald
Rylie Kael
Jensen Kaelin
Maria Kowal
Anya Pemberton
Lillie Seymour
Lexi Sweeney
Sarah Waters
Ivey Weber
Kylie Wickley
Kaitlyn Winkelman
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LAST TIME THE SUN DEVILS...

Beat a top-20 team 3/8/22 vs. #13 Arizona (H) 
Beat a top-10 team .........4/25/19 vs. #10 Cal (N)

Won 5-0 .......................2/25/23 vs. UTEP (N)
Won 4-1 ..............................3/4/23 vs. Utah (N)
Won 3-2 .... 3/26/23 vs. Houston Christian (N)
Lost 2-3 ...........2/24/23 vs. Boise State (N)
Lost 1-4 ......3/25/23 at South Carolina (A)
Lost 0-5 .....3/25/23 vs. Georgia State (N)

ASU’S RECORD WHEN...
OVERALL                                                                                                                                              
Home 0-0                          
Away 0-3                              
Neutral 6-4             
                                                   
BY DAY                                         
Sunday 1-1 
Monday 0-0
Tuesday 0-0 
Wednesday 0-0 
Thursday 0-0
Friday 1-2   
Saturday 4-4

PAIRS RECORDS

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS

                                                                                                   
BY MONTH                           
February 3-1
March 3-6
April 0-0

OPPONENTS                      
Ranked 0-6
Unranked 6-1
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MATCH-BY-MATCH
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BRAD KEENAN
Head Coach

Record at ASU .............................. 67-72
Hometown ...................Fullerton, Calif.
Education ............................Pepperdine
Bachelor’s ...........................Accounting

YEAR W L %

2017 16 16 .500
2018 11 20 .355
2019 21 14 .600
2020 4 6 .667
2021 10 12 .455
2022 17 15 .531
2023 5 5 .500
TOTAL 84 88 .488

• Hired as the eighth head coach on May 13, 2016
• Has three wins over ranked opponents (3 in 2019)
• Led ASU to its winningest season in program history in 2019, finishing 

the season ranked No. 20. The team did not lose to a single unranked 
team in 2019.

• Previously coached at Concordia University with the men’s volleyball 
team in 2015. 

• Also served as a volunteer assistant coach with the USA Women’s 
National Team, Balboa Bay Volleyball Club, Surf City Volleyball Club and 
with the Fountain Valley High School Varsity Volleyball program.

• Made his professional beach volleyball debut in 2006, and has since 
earned 25 top-three finishes on the Association of Volleyball Profes-
sionals (AVP) tour.  He was named the 2006 Rookie of the Year, and 
earned Most Improved Player accolades in 2007. In 2014 he was rec-
ognized as the AVP’s Best Server. He also spent seven years with the 
Fédération Internationale de Volleyball (FIVB), from 2009-15.

• Keenan was a four-time AVCA All-American and two-time National 
Player of the Year at Pepperdine, where he was a middle blocker from 
2000-03. He finished his career as the record holder in blocks and ser-
vice aces and earned his Bachelor of Science in Accounting. In 2014, 
Keenan was inducted into the Pepperdine Hall of Fame.

PAUL ARAIZA
Assistant Coach
Hometown ..............San Diego
Education ... San Diego State

• He came to ASU after a season with Cal’s 
beach volleyball team as the volunteer assis-
tant coach.

• Prior to his time with the Bears, he was part 
of the UC Berkeley beach volleyball coach-
ing staff and spent time working with various 
top beach volleyball clubs in California.

• He also coached indoor volleyball teams at 
the high school level, winning three state 
championships in four years at Cathedral 
Catholic High School with the women’s team 
and then moved to the men’s indoor team to 
win two CIF titles.

• He also won a state title in his first season 
with Point Loma High School’s indoor wom-
en’s team.

• Competed on the AVP Tour from 2005-18, 
recording three top-10 finishes in his career. 
His best finish was seventh place in 2016 at 
the Seattle Open. 

• He played on San Diego State’s club team, 
where he was selected to the all-tournament 
team in both 2004 and 2005. 

CONNOR BOYLES
Volunteer Assistant Coach
Hometown ..... Chandler, Ariz.
Education .................. Mesa CC
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SARAH WATERS
#17 · 5-10 · Sr.

Chatsworth, Calif.

LEXI SWEENEY
#5 · 5-11 · Sr.

Phoenix, Ariz. 

JENSEN KAELIN
#25 · 5-10 · Jr.

Lake Oswego, Ore.

MARIA KOWAL
#23 · 5-10 · Sr.

Vienna, Va.

SHANE BURLESON
#11 · 5-10 · Sr.

Arlington, Texas

KENDALL WHITMARSH
#0 · 5-9 · Fr.
San Diego 

TARYN AMES
#28 · 5-8 · Jr.
Phoenix, Ariz.

KATE FITZGERALD
#8 · 5-11 · Jr.

Scottsdale, Ariz.

KATIE BLOMBERG
#4 ·  5-11 · So.
Dallas, Texas

RYLIE KAEL
#9 · 5-10 · So.

Brentwood, Tenn.

ANYA PEMBERTON
#1 · 6-0 · So.

Kelowna, BC, Canada

LILLIE SEYMOUR
#2 · 6-0 · So.
Ocean, N.C.

KYLIE WICKLEY
#10 · 5-10 · So.

San Antonio, Texas

KAITLYN WINKELMAN
#13 · 5-10 · So.

Lone Tree, Colo.

BRAD KEENAN
Head Coach

Fullerton, Calif.

IVEY WEBER
#6 · 5-9 · Jr.

Georgetown, Texas 

CARYS THOMAS
#3 · 5-11 · Fr.

Southlake, Texas 

AVA LEWISON-GERMAN
#7 · 5-9 · Fr.
San Diego

ADRIANA NIEVES PAPALEO
#31 · 5-7 · Fr.

Caguas, Puerto Rico

MAYAMAY BROWN
#12 ·  5-9 · Fr.
Andover, Kan.


