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In our new column titled ‘The Nigerian Youth and The Other Truth’, by 
Akinnawo Oluwayemi,  the writer quoted Wole Soyinka and I quote: “Awolowo was 

37yrs, Akintola 36yrs, Ahmadu Bello 36yrs, Tafawa Balewa 34yrs, Okotie-Enoch 27yrs 
and Anthony Enahoro 27yrs and they led the struggle for Nigerian Independence 

after the death of Herbert Macaulay. Only Zik Nnamdi Azikwe was 42 at the time”. 
Soyinka goes on to say; “ Why is it that almost all this age bracket today is sleeping 
in 3-seater chairs in their parent’s homes...still collecting money from their parents...
still seeking for jobs and not yet married.” 

So what does this say about the state of the country today compared to 
yester-years? Why have we digressed so much that the boys of today are the 

same age as the men of yesterday? We cannot just sit back and ‘take each day as 
it comes’. The time has come for all, no matter what class or creed to go out and 

make a difference. It makes my heart bleed when l tell my niece about the cost of 
things when l was her age compared to the cost of these same things now at her age. 

Take the cost of even tickets abroad? I was in my 20s when foreign tickets (economy) went 
for as little as N1,000! Now l hear this same ticket goes for nothing less than N800,000! Over 800% increase in just three 
decades. This is just one aspect of the many examples of the maddening inflation today. 

Rome as they say, was not built in a day, and rebuilding is a very tedious and difficult journey to take, but rebuilding 
we must! Our morals, our dashed hopes, our despair should be addressed urgently as we seek someone who can 
commence the journey to regaining our lost glory. 

A step like going to vote regardless of the heat or queue, is a small price to pay for playing a role in determining the 
outcome of our forthcoming elections because we need a leader to see us through this dark tunnel and lead us to the 
light. 

It is for this reason we are featuring the Presidential Challengers of 2019 
for the coveted seat of President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. This is to 
give our readers the opportunity to see these candidates upfront and personal.  

Donald Duke is our third contender so far,  with hopefully more to come.
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 Born in SEPTEMBER 1961, Donald Duke was the Governor of Cross River 
State, Nigeria from 29 May 1999 to 2007. Donald Duke announced that he 
would run for the presidency in the 2007 presidential election, but stepped 
aside in favour of the eventual winner, Umaru Yar’Adua. But in June this year, 
2018, Donald decided to re-enter the political arena and contest for the 
highest seat of the land…President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. He 
spent an afternoon with RUTH OSIME talking about his dreams of moving 
Nigeria forward. 
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Popular business man and happy-
go-lucky Greg Uanseru, recently 
celebrated with family,  friends, and 
business colleagues to mark his 
much anticipated 60th birthday. 
Co-incidentally, Greg shared the 
moment with one of his daughters, 
Michelle, who also marked her 
birthday. 

Lagos was held agog as Greg 
pulled out all the stops to ensure it 
was a day to remember and as usual, 
he dazzled the guests with what can 
be best described as one of Lagos’ 
most elaborate shindigs till date.  
Those who know Greg well know he 
is a man of very large means and also 
a very large heart which reflected in 
the number of guests that turned up. 
Needless to say it was a very classy 
affair and everyone including the 
celebrant himself had a great time! 

We, at Style wish Greg many more 
happy years to come! 
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@ 60!
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Popular hair extensions brand, Darling, re-launched 
their range of fashionable and durable human and 
synthetic hair extensions recently at Intercontinental 
Hotel, Victoria Island, Lagos

The event kicked off earlier in the day with a press 
conference where the brand executives explained 
their vision for Darling in the Nigerian market and how 
they intend to constantly provide women across all 
demographics with fashionable, on-trend and affordable 
hair extensions. With a vast catalogue of hair extension 
styles, including braids, weaves and crochets, the brand 
caters to over 150 million women across the continent.

The press was also introduced to the brand’s new 
campaign, #FindYourBeautiful which the Marketing 
Manager (Nigeria), Ayodele Otujinrin said is all about 
empowering the African woman to find what makes 
her feel her most beautiful, most confident, most herself; 
to match her aspiration as she transitions in her role, her 
change in mood, or even change of preference.

The re-launch party kicked off after the press 
conference with guests trooping in and enjoying a great 
brand experience including photo and video props, 
music, good food, cocktails and performances. The host, 
Anita Hughes a.k.a Omalicha, held the event together as 
the new Darling was unveiled. 

DARLING HAIR RE-
LAUNCHES IN NIGERIA 

CHUWUEMEKA OKEKE, RUTH MWANGANGI , AYODELE OTUJINRIN, CHITWAN SINGH & PRASHANT CHACKO  

KAYLAH ONIWOBELLA ADELEKE CEEC
ABIMBOLA CRAIG IDIA AISIEN IBIRONKE UGBAJA

MIMI ONALAJA & INI DIMA-OKOJIE

MILDRED EHIGUESE 
(MISS NIGERIA, 2017)

STEPHANIE ILOABACHIE 
(MISS KANEKALON 2018)

TENA GILBERT SOPHIA IKE ONU

OSHUWA IMOYOJULIANA OLAYODEDEKOLA ODEDINA

YEWANDE THORPE

AMIRA IBRAHIM ALFA
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Nigeria is never left behind on global 
trends especially in the entertainment 
sector! The recent highly anticipated 
opening of the Crazy Rich Asians movie 
was preceded by an oriental-themed 
private showing of the movie here in 
Lagos at the IMAX Filmhouse, Lekki 

It was a festive, colourful and elegant 
celebration of achievement, supported 
by Airtel and Courvoisier Cognac. And 
also quite unexpected, for a work night, 
A- list celebrities and newsmakers came 
in numbers to join the fun.

Already number 1 in the US, Crazy Rich 
Asians is commanding rave reviews from 
Nigerian film critics, movie buffs and 
celebrities who attended the screening. 
The movie is officially out in cinemas.

THE EXCLUSIVE 
SCREENING OF 

CRAZY RICH 
ASIANS

OSAS IGHODARO

YEWANDE OSAMEIN

BRIAN OKWARA INK EZE UGOCHI IHEZUE

AYOOLA
FADE OGUNRO

FUNKE BUCKNOR MAWULI GAVOR

MICHELLE DEDE NOWE ISIBOR

EUNICE OMOLE

ADUKECHINONSO ARUBAYI 

ABI KD

BY  KO N Y E  C H E L S E A  N WA B O G O R
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Born in SEPTEMBER 1961, Donald Duke was the Governor of Cross River State, Nigeria from 29 May 
1999 to 2007. Donald received his LLB degree in 1982 from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria - Nigeria, BL 
in Nigerian Law School in 1983, and an LLM in Business Law and Admiralty in 1984 from University of 
Pennsylvania. Whilst he governed Calabar, Duke was given accolades for his contributions to the fields of 
agriculture, urban development, government, environment, information and communication, investment 
drive, and tourism and making Calabar the cleanest city in Nigeria. Donald also initiated the famous 
Calabar Carnival  in 2004 which is now popularly referred to as “Africa’s biggest street party.

Donald Duke announced that he would run for the presidency in the 2007 presidential election, but 
stepped aside in favour of the eventual winner, Umaru Yar’Adua. But in June this year, 2018, Donald 
decided to re-enter the political arena and contest for the highest seat of the land…President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. He spent an afternoon with RUTH OSIME talking about his dreams of moving Nigeria 
forward. 

DONALD DUKE

Some see you as a Vice Presidential candidate 
shopping for the Presidential ticket. What’s your 
take on that impression?

No I’m not.  If I were postulating for the office of 
Vice President, I would have been more active in 
the ranks of the PDP and likely identified with an 
aspirant. No. I’m not looking for a job, I’m rather 
frustrated at our lot as a people, knowing that we 
are better than we currently present ourselves. I 
want to be at the vanguard of the progress of our 
nation.

Why couldn’t you work with Yaradua at the time 
you were offered the role of VP which apparently 
was how your rumored response of “Me? Step 
down for you?” quote came about. 

Yaradua as aspirant did make the offer to me, but 
that did not, I guess, align with the thinking of the 
powers that be at the time. 

Do you have any regrets now since you would 
have become President like Jonathan after his 
demise?  

No. Because it never matured to the point where I 
could say I was in contention.

What’s different about your campaign now that 
makes you believe you stand a better chance 
this time around?

There’s a lot more frustration around.  Our lot has 
definitely deteriorated collectively as a nation.  We 
are a nation in search of credible and performing 
leadership. If my reading of our current situation is 
right, then I stand a chance. 

What party are you running under?
I am running under the Social Democratic Party 

(SDP). 

Some might say your campaign is primarily 
more about gaining political relevance than 
vying for the seat. What’s your take on that?

Certainly not. From my prism I consider myself 
opportuned and relevant. I left public office almost 
twelve years back and still enjoy some measure of 
recognition and goodwill.  I’m humbled by that. 

Why should people be better convinced that you 
are the best candidate for this role?

I have a record in public service.  Not all the 
aspirants do. Some have very dodgy records.  Let’s 
give the Nigerian options. A nation of 200 million 

people should not be limited.

We all make mistakes in life. Politicians in 
Nigeria, sometimes find it difficult to admit they 
have made mistakes. If a younger person were 
to ask you what went wrong in governance from 
1960 till date, what will you tell them and what 
promises will you make to reassure them that 
things will improve from where they are today?

We were not and still not fused as a nation 
upon independence. We are still very primordial 
in outlook.  This eventually led to the events that 
metamorphosed into a civil war; the wounds 
have not fully healed.  And while we have had 
some leaders nationalistic in outlook, it is the 
exception rather than the norm. Nation building 
is all about stakeholdership. Nigerians largely see 
the country at best as the land of their birth and 
not as stakeholders, or as our commonwealth. As 
long as the nation does not provide for your needs, 
it’s hardly in reciprocity, going to guarantee the 
people’s patriotism.  

  
Whilst France, Austria, Canada, New Zealand, 
Croatia, Haiti, Albania, Ice land, Greece, Saudi 
Arabia all have young elected leaders and that 
seems to be a growing trend, why is Africa, 
obviously inclusive of Nigeria, seemingly a 
continent for old Leaders? Is it that African 
politics in general does not attract the younger 
generation?

No. Rather, African leaders have not invested in 
the next generation in various sectors, education, 
leadership etc. The setback being that we are not 

equipping the next generation of leaders. This 
has of course led to disillusionment amongst a 
vast crop in that generation. Hopefully, with the 
growing awareness, we in Nigeria could stem the 
slide.

The truth of the matter is that the same recycled 
people (our leaders) and their followers have 
ruled us for over 40 years. This simply means 
that we have recycled the same ideologies, 
philosophies, beliefs, behaviours, initiatives that 
have been repackaged over time. Is there room, 
do you think, for an injection of new ideas about 
the economy, social structure and mobility, 
the role of government, relationships between 
ethnic groups, the meaning of wealth and 
Nigeria’s role in both Africa and the world?

With the growing awareness amongst the 
younger generation, thankfully with access to 
alternative media, there is hope that fresh thinking 
to age-old problems will be advanced. 

We have suffered the same things, made the 
same mistakes and it seems we are going round 
in circles but not moving forward as a nation. 
As a former governor who was once part of the 
government why are we simply running to stand 
still?

You answered this question yourself previously. 
If you recycle the same characters, you also recycle 
their same ideas. Society is dynamic and requires 
the infusion of “fresh blood” to keep it alive. 

Many reading this article are approaching or are 
already in the evening of their lives. That is what 
being 50 – 60 signifies.  If we haven’t figured out 
the solutions for our pressing problems by this 
age, time is now essentially an enemy. With that 
in mind, the significance of the next election 
must weigh on both our minds and more so on 
our collective consciences. What will you do 
to ensure you will be the best custodian of the 
future for the next generation? Let us be clear 
that is a future that not all of us may enjoy but is 
the only future our young people have.

I have had the benefit of being in government 
at an early age. If I succeeded as governor, youth 
played a pivotal role.  I had idealism, energy 
and stamina on my side.  We must, as a policy, 
headhunt, seek, train, expose and opportune the 
younger generation with leadership. That’s the only 
way to guarantee our survival as a nation state. 

Nigerians largely see the country 
at best as the land of their birth 
and not as stakeholders, or as 
our commonwealth. As long 

as the nation does not provide 
for your needs, it’s hardly in 

reciprocity, going to guarantee 
the people’s patriotism.  

C O V E R C O V E RTHISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8543 Sunday, September 16, 2018

THISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8543 Sunday, September 16, 2018



C O V E R

16

THISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8543 Sunday, September 16, 2018

Increasingly we see women playing a more 
prominent role in governance around the world. 
Would you agree that we will enrich Nigeria 
further by ensuring inclusiveness across the 
board and that gender equality is something to 
be encouraged so that our girls and women feel 
they too are credible reference points for the 
bright future of Nigeria?

Any nation that disenfranchises a section of her 
population for whatever reason has shortchanged 
itself to that extent. The female gender are 
roughly half of our population and women by 
their nature provide stability to the home and 
by extension to the nation. It is incumbent that 
every citizen is equipped to contribute to nation 
building and women MUST certainly not be left 
out. We are not doing them a favour in this regard. 
It is a human right and it is to the overall benefit of 
society. I get angry when we make it seem that it 
is a favour, talking of 30% etc. that’s tokenism. It is 
silly actually. 

What edge do you believe you have over other 
potential candidates?

I possess the vision, the strategy, the will and 
the track record. Most of the others are seeking 
the office on grounds of entitlement. That is why 
they call for zoning and all sorts of contraption 
that would proffer them some unconstitutional 
advantage.  I am running as a Nigerian and not a 
southern or northern Nigerian and by upbringing 
and outlook that is what I am; a Nigerian.

What key lessons did you learn as a governor 
that you believe gives you an added advantage 
in this new role you aspire to?

That except the people you govern assume 
ownership of your policies, they will never be 
enduring, regardless of how lofty they may be.  
Tourism in Cross River has endured, even under 
past checkered leadership, due to the buy in of its 
value by the citizens of the state.

Lastly, what advice or words of inspiration will 

you give the disillusioned youths who do not 
see a bright future for themselves because of 
the state of the nation?

Regardless of how daunting it may be, this is all 
they have got. The youths must not give up. Ours 
is a challenge of poor leadership not poverty in 
endowment. The sooner they get involved in the 
political process of selection the better it will be for 
them. That is the promise of democracy. 

All work and no play make Jack a dull boy 
they say. You are known for your love of jazz 
and apparently a wizard on the saxophone. It 
was rumoured that you once shared a stage 
with former President Clinton with both of 
you playing the saxophone. Are they different 
categories of jazz music and if so, can you 
enlighten us on that?

Wizardry? You are very kind. I love the instrument 
and that’s the first thing to music. You must love 
what play at, even if it is singing.  I never shared a 
stage with President Clinton. It was proposed but 
never materialized. Yes there are all sorts of jazz 
notes including what we now term Afro jazz.  What 
it is all about is harmonizing different strata of 
music. My favorite being modern or contemporary 
jazz. Classicals are nice but not appealing, 

depending on my mood. It’s a factor of old and new 
trends. Old school and the new.  

Who are your favorite jazz artistes?
The likes of David Sanborn, Dan Weiss, Todd 

Clouser, Fourplay. That genre of musicians.  

You also love to ride motorbikes and there is 
a club for riders like you. They collectively go 
on very long rides, out of town and even out of 
Nigeria as a group. Have you ever taken such 
rides?

I’m an exhibition biker, nothing serious. My 
passion does not extend to cross country biking; 
besides, my boss (wife) won’t have any of that. 

There has also been major accidents with this 
hobby which some see as overindulgence and 
too dangerous to indulge in in these shores. 
Some wives/partners apparently are not 
comfortable with the sport but have to grin 
and bear it so to speak. Does Onari fall into that 
category?

As stated, she will have none of it, besides, neither 
will I. The environment is not conducive. Poor 
roads, no support services along the highways, 
I really don’t know how those guys do it.  With a 
sophisticated bike, there are no support services, 
mechanics and all along the roads. I think it’s 
arduous. However, passion does not always allow 
for logic. 

Some victims of accidents with motorbike riding 
have recovered and actually gone back to the 
sport! What is so addictive about this sport that 
goes beyond reason?

I think you will have to direct this question at 
them. Addiction is never a logical attribute.

Can you briefly describe both thrills and which 
you prefer... riding a power bike or blowing your 
saxophone.

Sax any time, gives me more thrill than riding a 
power bike. The thrill of music is indescribable. It 
transports you to places no power bike can. 

The youths must not give up. 
Ours is a challenge of poor 
leadership not poverty in 

endowment. The sooner they get 
involved in the political process 
of selection, the better it will be 
for them. That is the promise of 

democracy. 

WITH ONARI

THISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8543 Sunday, September 16, 2018



S T Y L E  &  D E S I G N S T Y L E  &  D E S I G NTHISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8543 Sunday, September 16, 2018

THISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8543 Sunday, September 16, 2018

Growing up, I had hair so long, flowing halfway 
down my back.  Lo and behold, one day, I suddenly 
realised that my hair could not come together to make 
a ponytail. I was completely disheartened. I was only 24 
and I was suffering from hair loss.  

My hair had been a huge part of my physical identity 
and I had always paid some level of attention to it. I 
could not figure out what may have possibly caused 
this seeming misfortune. Based on the age old 
tale that the more you cut your hair the more it 
grows, I cut my hair, crossed my fingers and 
hoped for the best that it would grow.

And grow it did.
I knew this because every so often I 

would get a relaxer touch up at the point 
of new growth.

As if by serendipity, one night, I thought 
to myself “Hang on, this makes no sense. 
My hair is growing but it’s not getting any 
longer!!! How can something be growing 
but not be getting any longer?” So I did a 
google search and that’s when I stumbled into 
the insightful world of healthy hair care. 

I stayed up for hours that night. What was this new 
knowledge and where had it been hiding all my life? 
That night I read about the unique pattern in which 
African hair grows, I read about shampoo types and 
how to use them, I read about deep conditioning 
treatments and the ways in which they help 
various hair issues, I read about heat, 
about chemicals and their effects 
on hair, I read about daily hair care 
routines for length retention, I 
read about reading labels and 
ingredients to purchase the 
right hair products, I read about 
healthy hair care methods. I just 
kept reading. There and then I 
decided to start my healthy hair 
journey.

My goal was restoring my hair 
to mid-back length. In six months, I 
bought over fifty hair products. I guess I 
became somewhat obsessed with this new 
found interest. On my trips abroad I was like a 
kid in a candy store as I approached the hair product 
aisle in stores. Over time, I streamlined my product 
use and set myself on a clear and strategic hair growth 
regimen. My hair thrived better than ever before. 
Everyone around me started asking questions. People 
would call me to ask for advice before they washed 
their hair. Some friends would go ahead and ask me to 
accompany them on their salon visits. 

At this point I realised that beyond hair styling, 
women in our society had a deep need for healthy hair 
care. There was a missing education on the African 
woman’s hair type which had become glaring with the 
alarmingly increased cases of extreme hair loss and 
damage. If we did not take charge of our hair now, we 
would soon have no hair to fix our luscious extensions 
on. I resolved to bring that “new” knowledge out in the 
open. I wanted women to understand and believe that 
African hair was not difficult to manage - it was special. 
It was different and therefore had to be cared for 
differently. Indeed, there was hope for our edges!

I envisioned a safe space where women could work 
through their hair loss and scalp issues in the most 

comfortable and convenient way for their lifestyle. 
To achieve this goal I knew I had to improve my 

knowledge beyond what google  and books had to 
offer because hair comes in a multitude of types and 
textures. I quit my job in legal practice and proceeded 
to pursue a Certification in Trichology (The scientific 

study of hair and scalp) in New York 
and a diploma in African hair 

care in London. 
In June 2014, I 
launched Tresses 

by K. Vera-Cruz – 
my Trichology 
Consulting 
practice and in 
October 2015 
we launched 
our Healthy 
Hair Treatment 

focused 

studio. 
There is a 

misconception that for us 
to achieve healthy hair we 

have to do many tedious, 
strenuous, time consuming 

things to it. Not so.  At Tresses 
we pride ourselves in a fuss-free 

approach. A healthy hair journey 
is about taking the time to understand 

your hair, accepting it like you would any other 
part of your body and caring for it according to its 
unique pattern. It’s about rocking gorgeous hair styles 
while ensuring we still have edges aka front hair when 
we are done. It’s about evolving our personal style 
hand in hand with head to toe confidence. Knowing 
that what we have underneath our turbans and hats  is 
presentable so we are never caught in the middle of a 
quick (wig-less) supermarket errand looking wild and 
out.

Since inception, we have consulted with over 700 
women and carried out over 2000 treatments. With hair, 
you have to be age and lifestyle conscious.  At Tresses 
no two women undergo the same treatment course or 
use the same product. 

I have taught seminars and master classes on the 
more technical aspects of hair growth however 
through this platform, I will share real life experiences 
and thoughts with you in the hopes that you gain 
clarity and confidence in the nature and possibilities of 
your beautiful, elegant head of African hair. 

DOES 
INTEGRITY 
HAVE A 
FACE?

The journey home was long and exhausting. A 
warm meal and a good nights rest were utmost on 
my mind as I walked through the front door, glad 
to be home once again. My heart sank as I entered 
the kitchen to find evidence that I hadn’t been 
expected home that day for nothing was available, 
ready to eat and we were all too tired to even 
attempt cooking. Eating out was an option but 
the effort to leave home was too much a chore so 
home delivery became the choice of the moment. 
A quick call to Domino’s Pizza seemed to resolve 
the conundrum and I lay back on the living room 
settee awaiting my soon coming meal.

The door bell rang and I opened it to find a 
smartly dressed delivery man with a large warm 
box presenting me with my order with a smile 
but everything suddenly went wrong when 
on opening the box it was evident that what I 
got wasn’t what I ordered. Quick as a flash, the 
young man apologizes and informs me that the 
company policy requires them to replace the order 
immediately then goes ahead to further say they 
would also have to leave the wrongly delivered 
order with the customer. Impressed I went in 
and handed the box of fresh pizza to a visiting 
couple to enjoy. They had hardly settled into 
the meal when the door bell rang again and the 
same delivery man informs me that his supervisor 
instructed him to bring back the pizza or the 
money. With slices of pizza already downed, I paid 
but settled in my heart that the company was 
one where double speak rules and integrity was 
lacking.

The Almighty God who created the heavens 
and the earth and all that is within it, forbade us 
to swear either by heaven or by earth or anything 
within them but rather urged us to keep our yea 
yea and our nay nay. It was His desire at creation 
that man would live together in spirit and in truth 
until deception and lying found its way into the 
hearts of men. So it was with genuine surprise that 
I received a call the next day from the manager 
of the Domino outlet apologizing for how the 
episode was handled. She insisted on sending a 
fresh order to me in a show of goodwill and an 
expression of service to their customers. As the 
new order was being delivered, my sense of inner 
balance was restored again for in a country were 
integrity is a scarce resource, I had pleasantly 
discovered it had a face.

Is your word your bond?
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Allow me to tell you this, being a youth in Nigeria in 
this present age and time is undoubtedly one of the 
most trying, frustrating and traumatising experience in 
the world. 

The penury, subjugation, joblessness and political 
abyss into which we have been thrown overtime by a 
cluster of factors makes it almost utopic to visualise an 
existence devoid of these ills or foolhardy to aspire for 
greater or better opportunities.

The perennial plight of the Nigerian youth is 
exacerbated by the nonchalance and insensitivity of 
government at all levels. This is regardless of some 
of the lacklustre effort in the past and present by 
the government to cut some ice with the youth 
by creating a space for popular and energetic 
participation in the political, social and economic 
affairs of the nation.

Renowned playwright and avid social commentator, 
Professor Wole Soyinka once put forward some posers 
that I find deeply troubling, reflective and sad. In a 
passionate missive, the professor painted the picture 
of the misery and pathetic existence of a Nigerian 
youth in current times juxtaposed and contrasted 
with what obtained years ago in the life of this same 
country - Nigeria.

He said and I quote,
“Awolowo was 37 years, Akintola 36, 

Ahmadu Bello 36, Balewa 34, Okotie-Eboh 
27, and Anthony Enahoro 27 and they led the 
struggle for Nigeria independence after the 
death of Macaulay. Only Zik (Nnamdi Azikwe) 
was 42 at the time”. 

“In 1966, the first military coup was led by 
Kaduna Nzeogwu who was 29 years and 
countered by M. Muhammed 28, T. Danjuma 
28, I. Babangida 25, J. Garba 23, S. Abacha 23, 
and M. Yar’adua 23 and brought into power 
Yakubu Gowon 32. Ojukwu 33, Obasanjo 29 
and Buhari 24! Most of the military governors 
who governed the states under the successive 
military regimes were under 30 years”. 

“Also, the brief democratic dispensation 
which interjected the military interregnums 
also saw some Senators and members of 
the House of Representatives, in particular 
populated by persons under 30! Under 
30’s were also not in short supply with 
appointments- we have examples of M.T. Mbu 
who became Nigeria’s Foreign Affairs Minister 
at 23 and Pat Utomi who became a federal 
Adviser at 27 and so on and so forth.”

Professor Soyinka went on to ask some salient 
questions thus:

“why is it that almost all this age bracket 
is today still sleeping in 3-seater chairs in 
their parents’ homes? Why is it that this age 
bracket is today still collecting pocket money 
from their parents? Why is it that this age 
bracket is today still seeking for jobs and not 
yet married? Why is this age bracket today 
no longer qualified to even be leaders of 
youth wings of political parties? Why is it that 
this age bracket is so docile? Why is this age 

bracket today incapable of feeding itself? Why 
is it that this age bracket is today barred from 
even aspiring to certain political offices? Why is 
it that this age bracket is today incapacitated, 
unwilling, unable and incapable of asking 
questions?”

These are questions that should provoke deep 
reflections in the minds of all. I cannot claim to have 
all the answers myself but I have spent a great deal of 
time in thought, trying to ascertain what the remote 
and immediate cause for the impecunious, indolent 
and subjugated youths we see all over the streets 
of urban and rural areas, toiling menially, earning 
meagerly and living dejectedly is.

Pre-independence Nigerian youths were reputed for 
their bravery, diligence, pro-activism and a sense of 
brotherhood. These ebullient predecessors were able 
to carve a niche for themselves because they refused 
to be overwhelmed by the trying circumstances of 
their time and took the proverbial bull by the horn.

So what gave? What explains the dynamics of 
change which has seen the aluta spirits of youths 
cowered and seemingly defeated? The answers are 
manifold and vexatious. I wish to simply highlight 
some of them.

The dynamics include systemic or institutional fiasco, 
political exclusionism, low standard of education and 
a truncated unionism. There is also the wave of the 
erosion of core moral values, the lack of much need 
exposure and political education and so much more.

The stark historical truth is that over the years there 
has been an impoverishment of youths in terms 
of opportunities and ideas. These act, suspiciously 
deliberate, are surreptitiously carried out with the 
active collaboration of some youths who are sell-outs 
and on the curve to a short-cut to the future. There 
are seldom youth-centred programmes and even 
with the few, old men are still assigned the portfolio 
of managing them. This is why it would seem okay for 
a youth minister in our Nigeria to be non-youth and 
most irritating thing to a youth concept in character 
and thoughts.

But despite the overwhelming statistics to the 
contrary, despite the rot in our educational sector 
and the economy, stories still abound of Nigerian 

youths who have somehow managed to make their 
mark in certain spheres. This is a testimony to the 
potentials of the Nigerian youth when presented with 
an opportunity. It would be tantamount to erroneous 
deduction that Nigerian youths are incapable of 
stirring growth and development.

It is about time that the youths of this time and age 
rose to the challenge and refuse to accept hand-outs 
or less than merited. As our experiences show, the 
political arena provides us with an opportunity to join 
the fray in making hay for the future. We must strive to 
make inputs to challenge the status quo, the ills. The 
country is caught in the throes of a recession brought 
upon it, or better put, excarbated by a government 
whose one and only popularity is hedged on the 
precedents of its principal.

It is important for us to realise and hold to heart 
the important truth that we must create our own 
opportunities and not wait on the same class of 
people perpetuating our continuous subjugation to 
feed us crumbs. The age of political and economic 
activism is now and it must resonate with the body of 
youths nation-wide.

As I keep reiterating, we have eminent on us a new 
opportunity. As the country continues to undergo 
knocks and economic quackery, it is important for us 
to begin now to prepare to correct the ills and mistake 
made at the previous polls. We must galvanise around 
men of unblemished records with the right political 
and economic acumen for office, visionary and 
imaginative. We must identify and do away with the 
political crooks who have the gift of the gab and those 
with the curse of the purse who entice us with sweet 
words and manifestos and on election days ensnare 
us with tokens from their criminal purse to hand our 
future and mandate to them.

Let 2019 occur with a certain difference. It is not 
enough to be participants from the side-lines or 
commentators. We must bring back the audacity 
of the past, we must restore equal measures and 
opportunities in our political process as much as 
practicable. It takes heart, it takes perseverance. It 
takes the un-learning of previous negative notions 
that it cannot be done to the adoption of the YES WE 
CAN spirit. Youths must now stop being a means to the 
ends of other class of persons.
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OTHER TRUTH
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FrillsandRuffles 
Whether it’s a casual frill or full-blown frou frou, ruffles and frills are a key trend right now and also one of 
the easiest to wear. If you’re thinking that ruffles sound more sartorially suited to  a seven year old, we can 
assure you that they can be chic, directional, mature and playful, depending on the way you wear them. 

BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR

Whether you 
opt for a bold 
ruffle-front dress 
worn with jeans 
as seen above, 
a frilled off-the-
shoulder top, or a 
delicately layered 
feminine dress, 
there’s a ruffled 
look for everyone.

The great thing about ruffles 
is that the trend looks great 
on every body type. Women 
sometimes avoid them out 
of fear of adding volume, 
but there’s no need to worry 
about that issue with this 
dress! The cascading ruffle is 
inherently flattering because 
it all comes together at the 
waist, creating an automatic 
hourglass figure.

You can work 
frills into your 
wardrobe, no 
matter what your 
everyday style is. 
If your style is a 
bit edgier, this red 
pants achieves 
that modern 
vibe with just the 
right amount of 
flounce.

If you’re 
into super 
trendy 
pieces, 
you can’t 
get much 
trendier 
than this 
pink shift 
dress!

If you’re just 
looking for 
a way to 
participate 
in the trend 
without 
going 
overboard, 
you can try 
a subtler 
ruffle trim .

ARAMIDE

FRANCESCA

BUBU OGISI

RITA DOMINIC

IDIA AISIEN

TREND 
TO TRY
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DRY SKIN: As anyone who 
has ever applied powder 

foundation to dehydrated 
skin can attest, creamy, 

moisturizing 
formulas feel 

so much better 
on drier skin types. A tinted moisturizer like 

EVE LOM RADIANCE PERFECTED TINTED 
MOISTURIZER SPF 15, is ideal, as it adds an 

extra layer of moisture, while offering sheer 
coverage that won’t emphasize flakes or uneven texture. 

Multi use cream concealers like HOURGLASS HIDDEN 
CORRECTIVE CONCEALER or VINCHY CORRECTIVE 

FOUNDATION won’t cling to dry patches and can be 
used to cover blemishes and dark sports, as well as other 

imperfections.

SENSITIVE SKIN: Ingredients are the most 
important variable to consider when choosing 

makeup for sensitive skin, as many widely available 
products contain irritants like synthetic fragrance. 
The fewer ingredients the better. CHANEL SERUM 

FOUNDATION is formulated without parabens, 
sulfates, fragrance, phthalates or triclosan and   is 
infused with nourishing argan oil to balance the 

skin. NAKED SKIN CREASELESS CONCEALER is excellent   
for all skin types, but its skin soothing properties make it 

especially suited to reactive complexions.

COMBINATION SKIN: Makeup suitable for combination 
skin is all about balance. You want to look for something that 

will both absorb excess oil and fend off dryness. A BB cream like 
MAC FACE & BODY FOUNDATION can benefit combination types 

because its nourishing properties regulate oil production while 
also hydrating the skin. The WEIGHTLESS NARS CONCEALER is 

perfect for combination skin because it goes on creamy but has a 
light, almost powdery feeling once applied.

OILY SKIN: Like combination skin, oily skin types also need 
balance, Look for fine concealer like BOBBI BROWN OIL FREE 

FOUNDATION, they work to absorb oil without drying 
which can send oil production into 

overdrive. INFALLIBLE 24HRS MATTE 
SHINE PROOF FOUNDATION performs 

exactly as it claims, coating skin 
in medium coverage with a semi 

matte finish that minimizes the 
look of pores and appears 

soft focus rather that dry and 
chalky. Also try a long wearing 
matte concealer like RADIANT 

CREAMY NARS for coverage 
that will stay put.

BEST CONCEALER 
AND FOUNDATION 

FOR EVERY SKIN TYPE
Your skin type determines how you care for your 

skin, so why choose your makeup any differently? 
Using the right base products can mean the 

difference between a face that holds up all day 
and concealer sliding off your face by noon. Keep 

these tips in mind next time you hit a make up 
shop to take the guesswork out of finding the 

right products for you.
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