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...It was a night of celebration for both staff of THISDAY Media Group
and ARISE News Channel’s end of year party. The first of its kind. It truly
was a beautiful evening for all who graced the occasion. Executive
Editor/Style Director, RUTH OSIME reports
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Let me start by saying Happy New Year everyone! We all say the usual things and make the
usual prayers for a better and more fulfilling year ahead. Much as we pray these words come
to pass, we should work towards making it so. We tend to take a lot of things forgranted but
as time goes by, we begin to realize that it is these little things that add up to make our lives
more bearable and as such we should learn to value them more. How we act in times
of crisis, how we handle the challenges we face on a daily basis, how we react when
provoked or things do not go the way we want, how we show compassion to others less
fortunate than us, how we listen or digest words spoken to us, how we treat those who
have less than we do or those who are not of the same ‘status’ as us. How many smiles
we put on people’s faces especially those who cannot reciprocate. How quick we are to
forgive. How difficult it is for us to let go of that grudge cemented in our mind, stubbornly
refusing to shift. How much we have allowed pride to eat away at us regardless of efforts and
overtures made for peace to reign. How we handle any travesty that befalls us.
l am not going to give unsolicited advice just because it is a New Year. l just want to prick at our
conscience and see how well we can answer the various issues aforementioned. All l can say is, even with all
these issues, I’m sure we are all aware of how lucky we are to witness another year. How lucky we are to be hale
and hearty. How lucky we are to be able to dream and set goals for ourselves because we can. l remember a story Pastor Ituah
Ighodalo once told us at a wakekeeping service...He spoke about a man who once bought a pair of new shoes at a store. When
the salesman asked when he would wear the shoes, the man said he was saving them for a special occasion. But he never got to
wear the shoes because he died a few days after. My point...never put till tomorrow what you can do today.
It is a New Year. New beginnings. New lease of life. New hopes. New goals to set. New attitude. New and deeper understanding
of life and it’s intricacies. So rather than make resolutions, see this New Year as another opportunity to rid yourself of the ‘baggage’
you have been carrying so your feet is lighter on the ground so to speak. A new day has commenced. Grab it. Savior it. Enjoy it.
And do not ever take it forgranted. Remember that even though
that man did not live to wear his new shoes, you are living now and can wear
yours! For that alone, thank God and be grateful. Remember, your life is what you
make of it. You are only as happy or sad as you ‘allow’ yourself to be.
Fashion Director/Executive Editor
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We live in a truly evolving era.
Our society is beset with challenges and opportunities.
How we respond will define our future.
At THISDAY Media Group and The ARISE News Channel we are determined to
work with you in turning our challenges into opportunities for a better and
more prosperous society.
As another year rolls by, we salute and celebrate the game changers and the
peacemakers, the innovators and the champions, the disruptors, the warriors
and the troublemakers who use the power of free speech to make us all thrive
and prosper. We celebrate our audiences, our advertisers, and our stakeholders:
we celebrate you.
Nduka Obaigbena
Chairman & Editor-in-Chief
THISDAY Media Group & ARISE News Channel

THE ANCHORS
Reuben Abati and Mercy Ajisafe were on
ground to ensure the THISDAY Media Group
and ARISE News Channel’s end of year ran
smoothly. Between Reuben’s smooth delivery
and Mercy’s witty remarks and confidence on
stage, they both held their audience captive
with their rapport. Mercy, being a true natural
with public speaking took the reins and
flowed effortlessly with her male counterpart
Reuben who is equally a master of the game
when he gets hold of the microphone.
Reuben thanked the guests for coming
and called out a few dignitaries amongst
the crowd, personally thanking them for
taking time out to spend the evening with
the THISDAY Media Group and ARISE News
Channel family. Mercy, an anchor in ARISE,
was also quick to thank her co-anchors for
being major players in its success.
And last but not the least, MD of Arise News
Channel, Ijeoma Nwogwugwu gave the final
vote of thanks and expressed true gratitude
to the friends of the Group Chairman of
THISDAY Media Group and ARISE News
Channel, for still turning up even though the
Chairman himself was indisposed and could
not attend the event.
Their act of solidarity showed the level of
respect these titans and captains of industries
had for the Chairman not to mention the
depth of a relationship he has built with them
for several decades, a fact Nwogwugwu
acknowledged in her speech. She also went
on to thank both members of the THISDAY
Media Group and ARISE News Channel for
their collective effort and hard-work without
which, both organizations will not be where
it is today. She acknowledged the tutelage
of the Chairman and the role he has played
towards ensuring the success of both brands.
She also mentioned the pivotal role he has
played in the growth of every staff’s learning
curve, making them aspire to do better
and be better in whatever role they play in
both organizations. She encouraged their
continuous dedication of the staff and was
proud that even without the larger-than-life
presence of the Chairman, the event was well
attended.

NAOMI CAMPBELL

JIM OVIA

Jim Ovia

The Titan of the Banking Sector

IJEOMA NWOGWUGWU

REUBEN ABATI

MERCY AJISAFE

It is not very often one of Africa’s most powerful men mounts the stage to speak of another.
Jim Ovia, the Chairman and Founder of Zenith Bank did this honour to Nduka Obaigbena,
the Chairman of THISDAY Media Group and ARISE News Channel. He praised Obaigbena for
being the driving force of the Media and a first amongst equals. Having been there from the
onset, Ovia has watched the paper go from strength to strength. He remarked on the hard
work of both organizations, THISDAY Newspapers and Arise TV. He even jokingly enquired
which was the more popular of the two which ilicited some laughter from the audience as
chants of ‘THISDAY’ and ‘ARISE’ hit the air!
Being a successful businessman and owner of one of Nigeria’s biggest banks, Ovia went on
to acknowledge the sweat behind the success of any venture and congratulated the staff
of both organizations for their effort and dedication in keeping them alive and thriving. A
well respected veteran of business, Jim spoke about the need for constant dedication and
foresight in strengthening and growth of any business. He also acknowledged how powerful
the Fashion industry has become in Nigeria courtesy of THISDAY Style and ARISE TV. He
thanked Naomi Campbell and other highly respected dignitaries in the audience for gracing
the event with their presence even when they knew the Chairman, Nduka Obaigbena was
indisposed. He went on to reiterate that they all were there because of the utmost respect
they have for the man himself, and they were glad to show their support because he would
have done the same for them had the roles been reversed.
In his parting shot, Jim wished everyone a propsperous New Year and advised all to do
their utmost best in whatever endeavors or ventures they partake in. He re-emphasized the
benefit of hard-work and dogged determination to succeed in life. With these two qualities,
everyone was guaranteed a chance to become successful.

Naomi Campbell

The Queen of the Catwalk

The world renowned international model and still the Queen of catwalk till date, Naomi
Campbell stunned the audience with her appearance at the THISDAY Media Group and ARISE
News Channel end of year party. Being a good friend of the Chairman, Nduka Obaigbena,
Naomi honoured his invitation to lend support to the event.
In her speech, Campbell spoke highly of Nduka Obaigbena saying he was the pioneer
of putting Africa fashion on the world map. She praised him for his herculean efforts to
make such global imprint in the Fashion industry and expressed her respect for him as a
professional and love for him as a friend. She flew in that night from Ghana for a day just to
ensure she was present here in Nigeria to celebrate this event with him and also those who
work for him.
Naomi looked breathtaking in her beaded Olive green gown and lit up the stage when she
appeared to make her speech. She has always been the cynosure of all eyes because of her
commanding presence and this time was no different. And being a pro, Naomi is used to this
and took it all in her stride as she gracefully walked back to her seat after her lovely speech.
Having been to Nigeria, thrice now, courtesy of the Chairman, Nduka Obaigbena, Naomi
is an inspirational figure to those who have long admired her professionalism and staying
power in the Fashion industry. Till date, after over three decades in the business of modeling,
she remains one of the world’s most popular and famous models. Not only that, she broke
many barriers thereby creating an inroad for many like her to excel in the industry. So to have
her grace another occasion held by the THISDAY family was truly an honour. Needless to
say, she got a resounding ovation from the audience for her speech about her friend, Nduka
Obaigbena. Naomi has fast earned even more respect not just from those who have worked
with her here, but also those who have been opportune to meet her one on one. And she
continues to inspire many because of her journey of success in the cut-throat world of
fashion. We do hope to see more of her as she soars to even greater heights in a world where
her name remains an enigma.

NAOMI CAMPBELL

SUNMI SMART-COLE

MODELE SHARAFA YUSUF

DOROTHY & MOFE ATAKE

CHIEDU EBIE

WAHEED OLAGUNJU
RUTH OSIME & IJEOMA NWOGWUGWU

KOLA KAREEM & VALERIE MORRIS

AIGBOJE & OFOWE IMOUKHUEDE

BIRSMARK REWANE

END OF YEAR
PARTY FOR THISDAY
MEDIA GROUP
& ARISE NEWS
CHANNEL
It was a night of celebration as both staff
of THISDAY Media Group and ARISE News
Channel came together to celebrate their
end of year party. This was the first time the
two organizations will come together as one
family to celebrate. As usual, there was a lot of
anticipation and excitement as the Chairman
of both organizations, Nduka Obaigbena, sent
a text to all members of staff inviting them to
this wonderful occasion. Many of them turned
up in their Sunday best looking glamourous
and dressed to the hilt. Also in attendance
were ‘Friends of the House’, high calibered
dignitaries who stayed on even after they
found out the Chairman was unfortunately
indisposed and could not attend the event.
They stood like pillars of support all evening
and stayed till the very end. Speeches were
made by Naomi Campbell and Jim Ovia
respectively. The event was compered by
Reuben Abati, a former News Anchor at ARISE
and Mercy Ajisafe, also an Anchor at ARISE. The
Managing Director, Ijeoma Nwogwugwu also
gave a vote of thanks to the guests and friends
who graced the occasion and also the staff who
have worked hard to ensure the quality of the
work in both organizations remain admirable.
The evening ended with the famous homeboy,
Wizkid. He got everyone on their feet dancing
and made the occasion even more memorable
for those who attended it.
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DUDU
BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR

Womenswear label, Vonne
couture has unveiled its latest
collection named ‘Dudu’which means black in Yoruba
language.
The creative director, Yvonne
Nwosu who poses as her
own model for the lookbook
expressed that ‘Dudu’ was
inspired by the ‘African Woman’
who is an embodiment of
strength and beauty; with
all that she is burdened with
doesn’t lose her femininity and
sense of pride”.
Featuring black sheer fabric,
thigh-high slits, nicely detailed
appliques, accessorised with
the gele head wrap, the Dudu
collection represent the brand’s
very chic and edgy aesthetic.

WIZKID

The Ultimate Entertainer
After all the speeches were made, food eaten, drinks drank, the best
moment was saved for the last! The eighth wonder of the world,
our very own homeboy who has now become a superstar of global
status, the much awaited Wizkid turned up to do what he knows
best...get everyone on their feet and turn the venue ablaze with
his famous hits! All the poised women of just a few hours before,
dressed in their Sunday best, threw caution to the wind as they let
their hair down and gyrated to the wizardry of Wizkid’s catching
lyrics. Everyone knew every song word for word as they sang the
choruses gleefully. They all left their seats, both women and men
alike and rushed to the front of the stage to get as close to the star
as much as possible. On one hand was their phones, recording the
moment.
Needless to say, it was most certainly a fun night and Wizkid did
not fail to cause the frenzy of excitement he is famously known for.
For our all guests that came, we thank you. For all our staff that
came, we thank you too. For all the performers, the speakers and
everyone that made this day, (forgive the pun), we also thank you.
We look forward to hosting the same event next year but for now, we
at the Style Team wish you all A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The Best Colour Trends for 2019
As well as keeping abreast with fashion and style, it is important to know what
Some shades might be a tad too subtle or too strong for your taste, but such colours
and again and become less predictable. Who knows what lies ahead of you this yea
but also

All shades
of pink
Pink is a vibrant colour
that always fights for its
place amongst the top
three. Depending on your
character, they come in
varying shades. Subtle
women prefer the paler
shades while the more
outspoken women prefer
the darker more vibrant
shades like Fuschia.

Lilian Afegbai

bonang

Dakore akande

colours will take the centre stage in 2019. After that, you can then think of style, fit and texture.
might just surprise you, if you get out of your comfort zone. No harm in stepping out of the box now
r in the style stakes? And for the designers themselves, it might not just be the array of colours here
how they are combined.

Alternative
Burgundy

Bellowing
orange

More subtle than Red,
Burgundy is not a colour
everyone likes. It is
also not a colour that
suits everyone either.
Burgundy is quite a fussy
colour and if not cut,
designed to sit right, it
can be most unflattering.
But if well made and well
fit, it truly compliments
the wearer and stands
out.

Orange is a colour
synonymous with
playfulness. This shade
has its own rightful
place in the style stakes.
Of course, the brighter
in colour, the more
impactful the design.
Some might prefer more
subtle shades like Coral,
but Orange is a colour
that stands out especially
when worn during the
day.
marii Pazz

edaowo

lisa Folawiyo

Jennie Jenkins

Olar

Popping red

Tropical
yellow

It is supposed to connote
danger but the only
thing Red does is raise
the temperature! Many a
time, when worn, it adds
megawatt sex appeal to
the wearer. ‘The Lady in
Red’ song was coined for
this sole purpose. Daring
with no apologies.

Yellow has been a feature
on the runways for the
past couple of seasons,
and it’s showing no signs
of going anywhere! This
time around, it’s a tropic
mustardy shade that pairs
well with other hues.

Ozinna Anumundu
chi

Cynthia
mimi onalaja
Toke Makinwa

Sade

Stella uzo

Bunmi George
Veronica Odeku
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Deep Olive green
Rich and dark enough to be worn as a
neutral in the same way as Navy, this Olive
Green hue would be the perfect pairing for
some of the brighter shades in aa designers’
colour palette.

Ultra Violet
Violet is not as
common as other
colours but rears it’s
head now and again
to show it is still very
relevant in the scheme
of things. They do not
fight for strength of
place in the pecking
order of preference
amongst fashionistas,
but are known to have
an element of surprise
when they emerge in
any design.
Alberta Ferretti paired
his purples with
burgundy, showing
just how stylish purple
could look teamed with
burgundy boots from
the top shoe trends for
fall.

Mesmerizing
Sea-green
Teal is always beautiful Green.
Subtle but still eye-catching.
And, designers have proved it
is equally stunning by giving
the shade a darker, more
muted feel.
Stephanie
Coker

Jackie appiah

Toke Makinwa

ABBY KOLA DAISI

Sharon ooja

mimi onalaja
Ronke Bamisedun

Rita Dominic

Tolu Demuren

tessa thompson

The Best Neutral Trends for 2019
Headturning blue
While Navy Blue is a
traditional choice for the
conservative, the biggest
colour surprise is the
brighter Blue. For those
who think the Navy is a
tad too dull, this lighter
shade of Blue is most
welcome to them.
chioma

Tolu demuren

ini Dinma Okoli

Sultry Navy
blue
Another neutral which
is perfect for any
season, Navy is the ideal
alternative to Black. Many
women embrace Black
as their ‘comfort’ zone
but Navy Blue does the
same trick but with more
stylish.

kahlana brown

Bonang

mimi onalaja

joselyn Dumas
sai sankoh
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The Best Neutral Trends for 2019

Safe Black
Of course, Black is
never out of style, it is,
and remains, the most
dominant colour till date
and is showing no signs
of leaving the No 1 slot.
Because of its slimming
effect, it is always the goto colour as it hides many
flaws and compliments
all shapes and sizes. It is
a very forgiving colour
hence its popularity.

Solid
Metallics
Fashion has gone all
futuristic with this
texture and, while many
designers might be
outlandish because of the
dictates of the fabric, it is
a lot more sexy if draped
on women making
them look like they have
metallic liquid poured on
them.

chioma

Toke Makinwa

joselyn Dumas

Ozinna Anumundu
Chimamanda
Adichie

Mimi Onalaja

Abi Kola Daisi

lisa Folawiyo

Eku Edewor
genevieve nnaji

Earthy
Brown
Many designers like a
toasty, orangey brown
which is the perfect
shade. But, whatever
shade you like, it feels
natural because of its
tones of nature. Whether
you dress it up or play it
down, Brown can play
whatever game you
choose. It is flexible like
that.
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Safe beige

Moody
Gray

Shaniqua

Sade

Toke Makinwa

This is a colour many
women shy away from
because they believe
it is an aging colour.
They do not feel it
flatters as well as
other colours but the
truth is, it depends
solely on the wearer
and the style of the
outfit not to mention
the shade. It might
not be an appropriate
colour for evening
wear but it is superb
for office wear and
crisply cut designs.
In fact, in sometimes,
connotes power!

Crystal Kasper , Palesa

Beige is a neutral
which is truly timeless.
You can never go
wrong with this colour
that is even safer than
Black but without the
aura of mystery that
Black has. It is as safe
as the ‘take-hometo-mummy’ date. No
surprises. But always
reliable. A down to
earth colour.

Idia Aisien
Lisa Folawiyo
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