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AWESOME
WOMEN

It’s been declared the Year of the Woman for so many years running and it’s
about time we acknowledge what we already know: Women are
challenging paradigms, upending business as usual, and building a new
world order.. This week, to mark the recently passed International Women’s
Day, we are highlighting the achievements of 30 women who we admire
and aspire to be. KONYE NWABOGOR AND FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI
reports...
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I know International Women’s Day was a few days ago but we have decided
to celebrate women from all works of life that we most admire. As far as l am
concerned, just one day in a year is not enough to celebrate the essence,
the beauty, the joy of womanhood. As mothers. As sisters. As wives. As
friends. The pleasure they give, the hearts they console, the wounds they
heal, the nations they build, the homes they run, the children they breed
and nurture, the husbands they care for, the parents they cater for, the
friends they listen to, the businesses they run, the hurdles they scale. Their
resilience. Their loyalty. Their pursuit. The dreams they have. The goals the
set. The obstacles they overcome. They are heroines. And they should be
given accolades and much respect for the various roles they play not to
mention the balls they juggle at the same time. Women are a gift to mankind.
After all, without them we will not be here.
We carefully chose these 30 women because they are pillars of society and are making
a mark in the sands of time. We hope many more women like them will spring up and make Nigerians proud of
their achievements. Being a woman, and a successful one is this society of ours is no easy feat. We still are some
steps behind compared
to our foreign counterparts. But we are getting there slowly and surely. Women have claimed their space in
the arena of success and are not letting go anytime soon. Women are trailblazing their way through and creating
openings for the younger generations to follow. Hard work always pays and a woman if appreciated, can excel
beyond the wildest imagination. Go getters of today are no more seen as ballbreakers but are highly respected for
what they bring to the table. Just as the sky is the limit for any man, so it is
also for the woman...she just needs bigger hands to find a balance with the
many facets of her life.
FASHION DIRECTOR/EXECUTIVE EDITOR
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YOUTUBE HOSTS
NIGERIA’S TOP
CONTENT CREATORS
BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR

Recently, YouTube Nigeria celebrated Valentine’s
Day with the stars - Nigeria’s YouTube stars. Since its
inception in 2005, popular video-sharing platform
YouTube has grown massively and along that growth,
has been the rise and rise of YouTube Creators,
including in Nigeria.
From comedy to cooking, lifestyle to thoughts on
life, Nigeria’s YouTubers showcase their passions and
their talents to millions of devoted watchers every day.
The evening started with passports and stamps
being issued to media, influencers and YouTubers.
Those who engaged the creators in meaningful
conversation received a stamp for their passport
in return. The guests with the most stamps in their
passports at the end of the evening went home with
cool Valentines boxes. Drinks, dancing and dinner
ensured the night was enjoyed by everyone who all
got a box of goodies to take home so they could share
the love a little further.
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BY FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI

CAPSULES

H

ave you heard about “I better pass my
neighbour sin”?
I have, and it’s hilarious, I beg we no get
shame, make we yarn this morning....
First of, I am not trying to justify any
wrongdoing as there are no saints here. We all stumble, we
all fall, many don’t even care as they go for “crash and burn”,
their default position is that it’s their lives and they can
dress it anyway they choose.....
What I often find poignant is the idea that if I am not
doing what you are doing wrong, then you are evil and
I am good, despite the fact that “the log in my eye” is so
destructive that it can flatten a house, your poison may not
be my poison, but all na poison I beg.
We have many in adultery and others insult and deride
them when they are caught, meanwhile those tearing
them down are proficient liars, or for that matter “tiff tiff
jankoriko”, wife beaters, verbal abusers et al, truth be told,
we all “get for hand”, and “put for bodi”, how can we then
stand on a moral high horse trying to make out that we
are the remnant of the “singing saints”..... it is crushingly
irritating.
Our “pseudo holiness” reeks of inanity, because there is no
human being that does not battle something or the other.
The beauty of life is our preparedness to fight to oblivion all
those things that staple us on “evil boulevard “.
There are people who believe that there is no good or bad
as they see life in colours and this suits their narrative. We
must understand that we are a sum total of our individual
experiences, our upbringing determines our outpouring.
Adultery is top of mind for me today because of a
particular incident that caught my attention during the
week and we were all affronted when confronted, forming
indignation, like a friend likes to quote “aruwo ko ni music”
, the noise we make does not deify us, whilst its not cool
to mess with the wife or husband of another, we must be
careful when we throw stones o.
I also mentally banked the fact that we tend to make
more noise when a woman is found in adultery vis a vis
the man, could have sworn that the term was not gender
partial.
Let’s be crystal, if you mess up, consequences will accrue
no doubt, but we all mess up, so enough already....enough
of the verbal backhanders, enough of the criticising. Work
on yourself.
Our agents of socialisation whilst oftentimes the same
teach us different things, “life’s school of hard knocks”
further reinforces but we all learn differently, so there is no
“I better pass my neighbour” in wrong doing.
Sometimes we learn from the mistake of others, and other
times we learn from our mistakes.....worthy of note is the
fact that we are all fallible thus prone to error.
We all err, so calm down and help someone else up from
the miry clay when you find them building a home there so
that one day someone will help you up from your designer
brand of cesspool too.
There is good and bad in everyone, if each one can reach
one, won’t that be something....remember, a little light will
change the colour of darkness, so rather than condemn,
help up the fallen, as that may be you tomorrow.
Life is funny like that, it’s “turn by turn Plc”.
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Colours
of Life
with Koko Kalango

Dealing With

I

Regret

love the storiesy of people’s lives. I like
reading memoires and non-fiction. I
also enjoy interviews because they take
me into the world of others.
A question I hear often in
interviews (especially when the subject is
accomplished) is ‘Do you have any regrets?’
Many times I have heard people respond
that they have no regrets and that if they
were to live their lives all over again they
would not change anything.
I have had cause to ask myself ‘Do you
have any regrets?’ and, unlike the majority
of those in the interviews I followed, I found
myself answering ‘Yes I do’ and I began to
count some – the fact that when my son
was in his final year of primary school he
begged to attend a day secondary school
and I insisted he go to boarding school.
Many years later, I could not help feeling the
struggles he faced settling into boarding
would have been minimized if I had listened
to him and deferred his boarding by a
couple more years. Now that he is much
older, I wish I had prolonged the time he
spent going to school from home. I regret
not heeding my sister’s counsel when, on
holiday in Jamaica, she told me to buy a
video equipment and record my visit to my
maternal family. My mother’s only surviving
brother was 90 when I last went to Jamaica
and I don’t know if I will ever see him again.
I regret not going to Abuja to visit my friend
Barbara in the second week of September
2016. I had had her strongly on my mind
that week and I told my husband ‘I need to
go see Barbara’. Barbara died the following
week. In the late 80s I met Jean, a young
French Engineer at Alliance Francaise. We
hung out there and I used him to practice
my French. I was friendly with him but I
never told him about Jesus. One day I went
to Alliance Francaise as usual, hoping to see
Jean, but on ly to be toldand they told me
he had killed himself. I don’t know about
you but I have regrets.
One day I came across a scripture that
helped me cope with regret: It said God
regretted that ‘God regretted that Hhe
had made Saul king’ (1 Samuel 15:11….). I
heaved a sigh of relief and told myself I was
in good company.
How then do we handle our regrets,
especially when they are over things we
cannot reverse?
Three things have helped me cope. First,
I learn from the past. Even If my children

are now young adults, I pay more attention
to their ‘cries’. When my daughter calls she
usually asks ‘Mmummy can you talk?’ My
response remains ‘sSweetheart I am always
available to talk to you’. Because of my
children I don’t switch my phone off when
I go to bed, except they are home. When
my son says ‘Mummy can we walk down to
the shop and get a drink’ I drop what I am
doing and go with him. I listen beyond their
seeming ordinary requests, what I hear is
. Many times I hear a call for time together
and I try to make myself available to them.
When it comes to recording precious
moments, I thank God for the person who
invented smartphones because they have
helped me captures special memories.
Because of my experience with Barbara,
if someone is on my mind persistently, I
either pray for them, reach out to them, or
I do both. To cope with the devastation of
Jean’s death and the thought at the possible
eternal consequences, I try to tell people
about Jesus when I meet them. I make effort
not to repeat the things that have caused
me regret in the past.
Secondly, I have learnt to forgive myself. If
I have done or said something I should not
have, I acknowledge my mistake, chastise
myself but I also remind myself that I am
human and humans make mistake. I take
the lesson that experience carries but I give
myself a good pat on the back and move on.
Someone labelled regret a wasted emotion
and it can well be that when we dwell there.
Regret can also become toxic if we nurture
it. So let us let go.
Finally, I use the lesson I have learnt to
help someone else. I have found out that
one of the most fulfilling things in life is
meeting other people’s (good) needs.
When I feel discourageddiscouraged, I
find someone to be a blessing to. It may
mean me putting a call through to them,
sending them a gift or paying attention to
them, especially ifs they are apparently less
priviledged. I don’t waste my experiences, I
put them to work.
Now I am realistic about regret. I realise
just like in my past, there are still many
regrets waiting in my future, but I no longer
fear them. <Much as I try to avoid them,
if they do come I actually embrace them ,
process them and use them for my good!
Koko Kalango is author, Colours of Life
devotional. Contact@coloursoflife.org
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biggest
80’s
trend
to your wardrobe
How to add the
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Daring doesn’t even begin to describe the big, bad trends of the
’80s. Whether you’re testing the waters or taking the plunge,
here’s a guide to bringing back the decade of excess!

Neon -

Nothing screams 80s like neon clothing. The
number one tip on how to rock this trend is to
never pair with normal colour tones, as the neon
washes them out and it looks mismatched. Can
neon be for everybody and everywhere? Well,
neon is certainly ageless - if it makes you happy,
then do it! And yes, neon is definitely fit for all
occasions especially if you want to stand out.

Punk -

Few subcultures have had as enduring an impact
on fashion as ’80s punk. Recall the pieces that
constituted a means of expression then - leather
biker jackets, studs and spikes, plaid flannel, rock
tees and ripped jeans - and you’ll know they’ve
somehow worked their way to your wardrobe.
How does one incorporate punk into today’s
everyday wear? Embellishments, accessories,
makeup but also iconic elements of punk inspired
fashion, such as tartan, black, fishnet socks and
ripped clothing.

Banking on her...
Give your business a boost with a W Power Loan;
providing ﬁnancial support to for women-owned SMEs.
·
·
·

Discounted Interest Rate
Flexible repayment plan
Loan eligibility after maintaining a new business account
for 30 days only

PowerLoan Call us today to get started.
01-2364875, 2712005-7

Miniskirts

While Mary Quant
popularised
the miniskirt in the
1960s, it was
in the ’80s that they
re-emerged, in
glamorised versions of the original silhouette, but most
notably in the form of the “rah- rah” skirts that took
after cheerleader uniforms. Ever since, there’s barely no
season or label that doesn’t feature some iteration. You
can be vulgar wearing a long skirt and chic wearing
a miniskirt. It’s all about beauty, culture and
personality. A woman today takes care of her
skin and body! Why cover the legs if
they are so beautiful?
8

Sequins

Where would we be without
sequins? Those little disco balls of life
and raucousness that we wear and carry
everywhere. They were a significant element of the go-all-out aesthetic of the ’80s,
personified by the then fashion crowd.
Today this trend is still very much alive
and can be worn with almost
every piece of clothing
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IBUKUN AWOSIKA
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SOLA DAVID BORHA

The Chairman, First Bank of Nigeria,
Ibukun Awosika is the first woman
to take up this position since the
establishment of the bank. Before
her appointment, she was a nonExecutive Director of the Bank. A
multiple-award-winning
entrepreneur, she also doubles as
the founder and CEO of the Chair
Centre Group, which comprises
companies in retail, manufacturing and
security system services.
In addition to this, she sits on the
boards of Cadbury Nigeria Plc., Digital Jewel
Limited and Convention on Business Integrity (CBI).
She was Chairman, FBN Life Assurance Limited, FBN Capital Limited
and Kakawa Discount House Limited. She also served on the board of
Nigerian Sovereign Investment Authority (NSIA).

Sola David-Borha is a tough Nigerian
banker schooled at Atedo Peterside’s
NAL, the first merchant bank in
Nigeria (now Sterling Bank). When
Peterside launched IBTC Chartered
Bank, David-Borha joined
at the start. This, she recalls,
changed everything: “In IBTC,
we actually had women in senior
positions, so we were an outlier to the
industry.”
When IBTC and Standard Bank’s
Stanbic Bank Nigeria merged, the path was
open and she took it all the way to the top. In
2012, she was made CEO, a position she held till
2017. Her success there cleared the way to her current role as Chief
Executive of Africa Regions at the Standard Bank Group in South
Africa. Famed for her dedication to work and high principles, Sola
has also being known to help hard working women in her sector
achieve career growth.

NKIRU OLUMIDE OJO
Half banker, half super woman, Nkiru
Olumide Ojo wears several hats and
what’s even better is that she has made
a success of every one of them. With
almost 20 years experience in Brand
Marketing and Public Relations, Nkiru
who was responsible for launching
the Virgin Brand in Nigeria and in five
other countries, took her expertise in
Reputation and Crisis Communication
to the banking sector where she left an
indelible mark at Stanbic IBTC in her role as
Executive Head Marketing & Communication.
Currently with Standard Bank Group South Africa,
Nkiru also runs the Lighthouse network (a female social development
organization) where she takes out time to mentor young ladies on how
best to climb the career ladder. Did we also mention that she’s a best
selling author?

BOLA ADESOLA

W

ith more than 25 years of
banking experience, Bola
Adesola is the definition of a
veteran banker. Prior to joining
Standard Chartered where she
currently acts as the MD/CEO, she
worked at First Bank Nigeria and
Citibank in Nigeria and Tanzania.
Her deep knowledge of the Nigerian
market, strong client and regulatory
relationships, and broad banking
experience were some of the professional
qualities that made her suitable for this role,
and this continues to drive the strength of the
bank’s operations in Nigeria under her command. Recently, the
United Nations Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, announced her
appointment as a member of the board of the United Nations
Global Compact.

TECH
It’s been declared the Year of the Woman for so many years running and it’s
about time we acknowledge what we already know: Women are
challenging paradigms, upending business as usual, and building a new
world order.
At Style, we make it our mission to celebrate women’s triumphs at every
opportunity we have, but this week, to mark the recently passed International
Women’s Day, we are highlighting the achievements of
30 women who we admire and aspire to be.
These women are disrupting billion-dollar industries, founding billion-dollar
companies, taking them public, and of course, running
them. They are changing the stories we tell, and how we tell them and giving a
voice to their fellow less privileged women. These women have made their mark
in the industries they represent and are continuing to
work hard to pave the way for others to follow in their footsteps.
Whether they began their career as an executive assistants, or start-up
entrepreneurs, they are successful “Boss Lady’s” who are currently dominating
the industry as CEOs, VP’s and senior level executives
while also maintaining a work life balance.
We promise by the time you finish reading, you’ll feel inspired, empowered,
and ready to join them as they continue to shake up the status quo.
14

FUNKE OPEKE

T

he idea of running a 7,000-kilometre
undersea high capacity cable
submarine from Portugal to Lagos,
Nigeria seemed unachievable, too
ambitious and maybe utterly ridiculous
but Funke Opeke had a vision and she
was willing to give her all to make it
happen.
After 20 years working in U.S. telecoms,
she returned home to Nigeria and
commenced correcting the country’s
connectivity problems. The former Verizon
executive joined public telecoms company NITEL
and learned satellites were just part of the problem.
So in 2008, she turned her engineer’s eye towards the ocean, raised
$240 million in funding and laid 4,400 miles of fibre optic cable from
Nigeria to Portugal. Today, Nigeria’s Internet presence, once associated
mostly with scams, is now a growing space for international business
opportunities. It’s a change for which Funke is often credited. In 2018,
she was listed in Forbes as one of the World’s top 50 women in Tech.

OMOBOLAJI
JOHNSON

O

mobola Johnson is a Senior
Partner at TLcom Capital, a
venture capital firm focused on
investments in technology-enabled
companies in sub-Saharan Africa.
Before joining TLcom, Omobola
was the Minister of Communication
Technology, from 2011 to 2015,
focusing on the launch and execution
of the National Broadband Plan, and
the support of the Nigerian technology
industry. Before serving in the Nigerian
government, she worked with global management
consulting firm, Accenture for over 25 years including five years
as Country Managing Director, working with companies in a
variety of industries, transforming them into more competitive
and dynamic organisations.

15
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MEDIA

MO ABUDU
Mo Abudu’s career speaks for itself.
A successful Entrepreneur, Media
Personality, Talk Show Host,
TV producer, former Human
Resource Consultant and founder
of Ebony Life TV.
She has been described by
Forbes as “Africa’s most successful
woman’ and by CNN as the
“African Oprah.”
For almost 20 years she has been
a trailblazer, thought leader, advocate
and mentor - continuing to push new
boundaries in media and entertainment. And
that’s what has made her an obvious choice for the numerous
awards and accolades she has received over the years.

UCHE PEDRO
Uche Pedro is an award-winning
blogger, writer, social media expert
and entrepreneur who is the
founder of BellaNaija, an online
entertainment, fashion and lifestyle
magazine.
What started out as a hobby for
Uche has turned out to be a Billion
Naira business today.
At a time when not a lot of people
were interested in blogging or online
magazines, and the social media craze was
not in existence, Uche birth Bella Naija and has
been
able to stay relevant and consistently gain followership
till date, despite the fact that information has become really cheap,
thanks to social media.
Uche has won several awards,including Future Awards, Creative
Industries Awards and Kids choice award. She has also been featured on
Oprah Winfrey’s show, ‘Beauty around the world’.
Uche continues to break boundaries while staying a true role model.

LINDA IKEJI
Not your typical grass to grace story,
Linda Ikeji has often been
referred to as Africa’s number one
blogger. She forayed into the digital
space at a time when Nigerians had
limited access to the Internet space
purely as a hobby. Ten years down
the line she has turned that hobby
into a million dollar digital media
company adding an online TV station
to her media empire. Sure, she’s not
perfect - but
this deft media woman who is forever
reinventing her space has mesmerized and energized
the younger generation trying to make a living in the fast paced digital
world and has also inspired girls everywhere to dream big.

16
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IJEOMA
NWOGWUGWU
Ijeoma Nwogwugwu shuns the
spotlight but her success in the print
media space which has led her to
becoming the most successful female
journalist in the country can’t help but
push her to the front of it.
Arguably the most hard working
media woman, Ijeoma Nwogogwu who
held sway for over 11 years as Editor of
the three titles under the THISDAY stable,
is currently the pioneer Managing Director
of ARISE News Channel Africa where she again is
using her magic wand, dedication and
hard work to turnaround the success and growth of the company
in the short while she has been there. It is her strategic talent and
outstanding leadership quality that has kept her and still continues to
keep her ahead of the game.

TOYOSI OGUNSEYE
When Toyosi Ogunseye became the
first female editor in the 40-year history
of Punch Newspaper, a lot of people
questioned this appointment using her
age as an excuse. Several years later
she has proved naysayers wrong by
earning her stripes as one of the best
investigative journalists in the country.
Currently the BBC Head of West Africa,
Toyosi who has over 15 years of experience
in this space manages BBC Afrique, Hausa,
Igbo, Pidgin and Yoruba.
A board member of the World Editors Forum,
she has received several recognitions and won over 30
awards. Worthy of note is the CNN MultiChoice African Journalist of
the Year Award and the Presidential Precinct Inaugural Young Leader
Award, 2016, United States which she received alongside Secretary
Madeline Albright.

E N T E R TA I N M E N T

TIWA SAVAGE
Tiwatope Savage, better known by her
stage name Tiwa Savage, is a Nigerian
singer, songwriter, performer and
actress. She currently has a songwriting
deal with Sony/ATV Music Publishing.
Savage signed a recording contract
with MavinRecords in 2012. Tiwa
is one artist that has stayed on top
of her game, with so many awards
and recognitions both locally and
internationally. Ties has remained the
Queen in the Nigerian Music industry, with
her electric stage performance and amazing
sense of style. For an industry that is so unforgiving
of flaws or shortcomings Tiwa has maintained her stand and shows no
signs of taking a back seat anytime soon. She works tirelessly to churn
out hits after hits and remains very relevant amongst the A-listers in her
industry. She is a living testimony that hard work truly pays. The Mother
of one is undeniably still one of the most celebrated artistes in Africa.

COVER

POLITICS AND GOVERNACE

NGOZI OKONJOIWEALA
Okonjo-Iweala is the first woman
that was both Finance and Foreign
Minister of Nigeria. She served two
terms as Finance Minister of Nigeria
under the leadership of President
Olusegun Obasanjo and President
Goodluck Jonathan respectively.
An economist and international
development expert, she sits on the
Boards of Standard Chartered Bank,
Twitter, Global Alliance for Vaccines
and Immunization (GAVI), and the African
Risk Capacity (ARC). Okonjo-Iweala spent a 25year career at the World Bank as a development economist, rising
through the ranks to the No. 2 position of Managing Director. She
was named by Fortune magazine as one of the 50 greatest world
leaders in 2015, and by Forbes for five consecutive years as one of the
100 most powerful women in the world. In 2014, Dr Okonjo-Iweala
was recognized by Time magazine as one of the world’s 100 most
influential people. What is most endearing about her is her humility
even with such outstanding success and robust career.

OBIANGELI
EZEKWESILI
When you hear the name Oby
Ezekwesili, ‘Bring Back Our Girls’
springs to mind because she used
her advocacy group to draw
attention from all over the world to
this very sensitive issue, and actually
made progress.
She was a co-founder of
Transparency International, serving
as one of the pioneer directors of the
global anti-corruption body based in Berlin
Germany. She also served as Federal Minister of
Solid
Minerals and then as Federal Minister of Education during
the second-term presidency of Olusegun Obasanjo. Since then, she has
also served as the Vice-President of the World Bank’s Africa division. In the
course of service in Nigeria, she earned the name “Madam Due Process’
for her outstanding work in sanitizing public procurement or contracting
at the Federal level.
Recently, she was a presidential candidate, a very prominent one, under
the ACPN in the just concluded elections. One thing she is most admired
for is her tenacity and dogged determination to make a difference in the
lives of her fellow citizens.
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AMINA MOHAMMED
Ms. Amina Jane Mohammed is the
current deputy secretary General of the
United Nations and a former Minister of
Environment of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria from November 2015 to
December 2016, where she steered
the country’s efforts on climate action,
protecting the natural environment and
conserving resources for sustainable
development.
Prior to this, she served as Special
Adviser to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
on Post-2015 Development Planning, where
she was instrumental in bringing about the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Before joining the UN, Ms. Mohammed worked for three successive
administrations in Nigeria, serving as Special Advisor on the
Millennium Development Goals, providing advice on issues including
poverty, public sector reform and sustainable development, and
coordinating programmes worth $1 billion annually for MDG-related
interventions.

JUMOKE ODUWOLE
Jumoke is the Senior Special Assistant to
the Nigerian President on Industry, Trade
& Investment to help shape economic
development. Prior to this, she was
elected member of the University of
Lagos Senate. She has occupied several
other legal/ consulting/volunteering
roles; to date, Jumoke has three
directorship appointments and five
fellowships.
Her interest in youth developmentrelated issues led her to the co-founding of
an NGO called “No Limit” with the purpose of
inspiring and imparting leadership values in Nigerian
youths. Not deterred by the hindrances and frustrations the youths
are subjected to, Jumoke has created a platform where their voices
can be heard and more importantly, listened to with solutions
provided to add value to their existence.

E N T E R TA I N M E N T

GENEVIEVE NNAJI
With over 20 years in the movie
industry, Genevieve still looks the
same, never aging almost like she had
turned the clock back. Genevieve has
pushed boundaries in the movie
industry and has won so many
awards including the Africa Movie
Academy Award in 2005 for Best
actress in a leading role, making her the
first Nigeria. actress to win the award.
Genevieve was also honored as a member
of the Order of the Nigerian Republic by the
Nigerian government for her contribution to
Nollywood. Genevieve has continued to set the pace for
others to follow. The Nollywood actress recently became Nollywood’s
first billionaire with Netflix buying off her movie ‘Lion Heart’.

FUNKE AKINDELE
BELLO
Popularly called Jenifa, Funke is an
actress, producer and writer, and has
been in the industry from as far back
as 1998 Her most popular role which
catapulted her into superstar status is
her lead role in her series, ‘Jenifas diary’.
So popular is it that it is rated as one of
the funniest comedies in Nollywood. It
comes as no surprise that she is rated as
one of most respected actresses of her time,
for both Yoruba and English movies. Needless to
say, she has so many endorsements. Most inspiring is
Funke’s tenacity which she is most admired for.
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H E A LT H

BUKKY GEORGE
With over 25 years’ experience in the
retail Health & Beauty industry, Bukky
George is a pro and a force to reckon
with. She is the Founder and CEO of
award winning HealthPlus Limited,
Nigeria’s first Integrative Pharmacy
and the fastest growing pharmacy
chain in West Africa and CasaBella
Int’l Limited a one-stop store for
grooming and beauty solutions for
men and women.
Bukky is a registered pharmacist with the
Pharmacists Council of Nigeria and belongs
to some other professional bodies including, the
General Pharmaceutical Council UK and the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain. She also holds an MBA from the Lagos
Business School.
Over the past 18 years, her HealthPlus pharmacies have grown to
76 branches with over 750 employees. She aspires for HealthPlus
to be the Boots Pharmacy of Nigeria and is determined to raise the
standards in healthcare in Nigeria. Not a small feat by any standards.

CLARE OMATSEYE
Clare Omatseye, is the Founder and
Managing Director of the International
Award winning company, JNC
International Limited (JNCI) and the
current President of the Healthcare
Federation of Nigeria. She is also
the Vice President of the West Africa
Healthcare Federation and pioneer
President of the Healthcare Federation
of Nigeria (HFN), a non-profit advocacy
group that brings all stakeholders in
the Nigerian private health sector under
one umbrella with the aim of influencing
healthcare policy and practices in Nigeria.
Her leading Turnkey Medical Equipment Solutions company JNCI,
was founded 12-years ago and exclusively represents 16 Global Medical
Equipment practitioners. Her vast experience has influenced policies
on Public-Private Partnerships as well as Incentives for Private Sector
Investments in the Nigerian Health sector. Clare is passionate about
improving the quality and contributions of the Healthcare industry, so
continues to offer her time to activities that promote the improvement
of Healthcare Standards as well as Universal Health coverage (UHC) in
Nigeria

STELLA OKOLI
Pharmacist, Founder and Chief
Executive Officer of Emzor
Pharmaceutical Company, Stella Okoli
is a formidable force in the health
care sector in Nigeria. She started her
company EmzorPharmaceutical first
as a retail store but has since grown
it into a multi-billion Naija company
that has remarkably grown to not just
have footprints in Nigeria alone but in
Liberia and Sierra Leone as well. Ensor
Pharmaceutical industry Limited has over
70 lines of products to its name, of which some
are pain relievers, multivitamins tablets and Syrups.
With many awards such Member of the Order of the Niger (MON) and
Officer of the Order of the Niger (OON)
Stella is not only a successful businesswoman, she is a
philanthropist, and constantly lends a hand to the less privilege and
gives scholarships to secondary and tertiary institution students who
excel academically.

FOLA OLAOYE
Vehemently one of the avid advocates
for better health care in Nigeria, Fola
Laoye is a name that rings many bells
when mentioned. She is the founder
and director of Health Markets
Africa, an advisory and investment
company in Nigeria, which has made
remarkable strides in the health
sector in Nigeria today. She also was
director for West Africa investments at
the Investment Fund for Health in Africa
(IFHA) and the CEO and then chairperson
of Hygeia Group Nigeria, promoters of Hygeia
HMO and Lagoon Hospitals. Fola is also a trustee of the
Harvard Business School Alumni in Nigeria and a member of the Young
Presidents Organization, Lagos Chapter with many achievements and
awards like the 2013 Harvard Business School Africa Business Club
Leadership Excellence Award. Fola is one of Nigeria’s leading ladies who
can’t be ignored.
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JOSEPHINEODUMAKIN
Odumakin travels courageously where
men fear to tread. She remains consistent
without minding the hazards to her
person in a society where critical
voices are loathed by unjust system
and rewards the crook and punishes
the just. Detained 17 times, all for her
resolve to be the voice of the voiceless,
Josephine “Joe” ObiajuluOkei-Odumakin
is a Nigerian women’s rights activist and
the president of “Women Arise for Change
Initiative” and the”Campaign for Democracy”.
She has received several awards at the national
and international levels too numerous to mention. The
American Women of International Understanding (AWIU) also presented
her a certificate of recognition for her exemplary humanitarian efforts
and her dedication in furthering human rights and dignity of women in
Nigeria.

As Founder-President of Wellbeing
Foundation Africa (WBFA), Mrs Toyin
Saraki is a Nigerian philanthropist
with two decades of advocacy
covering maternal, newborn
and child health, gender-based
discrimination and violence,
improving education, socioeconomic empowerment and
community livelihoods in Africa. She
also launched a successful social media
campaign through Wellbeing Foundation
Africa in 2012 called #MaternalMonday to raise
awareness on key issues in maternal, newborn and
child health in Africa.
She contributed largely to the establishment of the Lifestream Charity
in 1993 and is a global advocate of the UN’s Every Woman Every Child
campaign. Toyin is on the board of the Global Foundation for the Elimination
of Domestic Violence and the board of the Africa Justice Foundation.
Toyin Saraki is the Newborn Champion for Save the Children Nigeria
and is the inaugural Global Goodwill Ambassador to the International
Confederation of Midwives, she is also Special Adviser to the
Independent Advisory Group (IAG) of the World Health Organization’s
(WHO) Regional Office for Africa (AFRO) .
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BOLA TINUBU
Indisputably influential, Bola Tinubu
isn’t just a wife of a billionaire, she is a
successful corporate lawyer, in her
own right and her philanthropic
interest has impacted several
lives in NIgeria. A strong child
advocate, Bola has developed a
passion in helping sexually abused
children and in pursuit of this noble
quest, she established the first free
children’s helpline in Nigeria – Cece Yara
Foundation. The foundation helps in the
prevention of child sexual abuse in Nigeria,
and has Child Advocacy Centre with
a state-of-the-art Forensic Suite for children who have experienced
sexual abuse.This great initiative has earned Bola the recognition
of being named among BBC’s 100 Women of 2018 – the list which
celebrates 100 inspiring and influential women ranging from age 15 to
94 from around the world including leaders, trailblazers and everyday
heroes from over 60 countries.

KEMI DASILVA-IBRU
Kemi Dasilva – Ibru is a strong advocate
of gender equality and is widely known
for her unmitigated passion for
women’s rights, which has shaped her
life and has led to her establishing
the Women at Risk International
Foundation WARIF. A specialist
Obstetrician and Gynecologist with
a medical back-ground that extends
to Public Health, Kemi dedicates
her time to working closely with nongovernment organizations and related
agencies in addressing the prevailing issues
of gender based violence, rape and trafficking of
young girls and women in communities throughout Lagos, by offering
free medical support and counseling which is a laudable cause in our
society where women and girls are constantly being abused. Kemi
believes that it is everyone’s primary social responsibility, to ensure that
globally, all young girls and women live in a society free of rape and
sexual violence.

ARTS AND CRAFT

TY BELLO

NIKE DAVIES
OKUNDAYE
From her first solo exhibition at the
Goethe Institute in Lagos in 1968,
Nike has grown to become one of the
major names on the international art
circuit. She was brought up amidst
the traditional weaving and dying
practice in her native village of Ogidi
in Western Nigeria. Her artistic skills
were nurtured by her parents and great
grandmother, who were musicians and
craftspeople specialising in the area of cloth
weaving, adire making, indigo dying and leather.
Her life
in Oshogbo which is recognised as one of the major centers
for art and culture in Nigeria, was were she received her informal
training in Indigo and Adire.
Nike has used her international success to launch a cultural revival
in Nigeria. She is the founder and director of four art centers, one of
which is the largest art gallery in West Africa comprising of over 7,000
artworks.

SOCIAL REFORMS

TOYIN SARAKI
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Nigerian singer, songwriter,
photographer and philanthropist Toyin
Sokefun –Bello fondly known as TY is
one of Nigeria’s most recognized artist
who came to public attention in 2000
as a member of the music Group
Kush. TY has also built a reputation
as one of Nigeria’s foremost
photographers as her creativity and
capturing of images is second to none.
Her evocative portraits never fail to
arouse strong emotions making her one
of the most applauded and keenly sought
after portrait photographers in the country. Indeed
she has the unique distinction of having photographed three sitting
Nigerian Presidents. TY deploys the same creative gift to produce
engaging yet timeless music. TY’s songs and her photography–which
has been exhibited in Nigeria and around the world- have earned
awards both at home and abroad.

LIFESTYLE

IFEYINWA
IGHODALO

A certified accountant , Ifeyinwa
Ighodalo ditched her certificate to
pursue a career in interiors and till
date she has not once regretted that
action . Her passion and love for this
path helped grow Design Options
which she co-founded in 1987, and
established the brand as the preferred
choice and one-stop shop for furniture
and interior design in Nigeria.Ifeyinwa
possesses a strong continuous improvement
culture and always strives to deliver exacting
quality. Her special skills which include, Coordination
and Facilitation, Customer Relationship Management and Project
Management are currently being channeled into her new venture DO.II.
In addition to the 2012 Best Residential Designer Award, Ifeyinwa has
been honored with the St Moritz Style Woman of the year Award 2004.
She is also the proud recipient of the prestigious International Women
Entrepreneurial Challenge (IWEC) 2010 Award, a global initiative
supported by the US Department of State.

RENI FOLAWIYO
Nigerian businesswoman Reni Folawiyo
is the founder of Alara, a concept store
in the heart of Victoria Island, Lagos
that seeks to redefine luxury fashion
for Nigerians. Meaning “wondrous
performer” in Yoruba, Alara is rapidly
becoming a fashion destination for
Nigerians and westerners alike. It offers
a mix of fashion, art and design in a
similar style to famous concept stores like
Paris’ Colette, London’s Dover Street Market
and Milan’s 10 CorsoComo. It stocks a range
of western designers including Stella McCartney
,Dries Van Noten , Marni and Valentino. Alongside this,
Folawiyo looks to champion Nigerian design, stocking the work of Maki
Oh, Lanre Da Silva Ajayi and Tiffany Amber. Alara has become a beacon
for other fashion retailers and a centre for gravity for global luxury brands
already beginning to cluster around the nascent fashion district in Lagos.
Prior to the store opening Nigerians had tended to shop abroad for
luxury purchases but Reni needed something iconic that would “Change
our city, change the way we see ourselves and also change the way the
world sees us.”
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The micro ba
g trend

CULT GAIA

BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR

MULBERRY

CHICHI

JENNIFER OSEH

ANGEL OBASI

DANSE LENTE
YUZEFI
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We have officially
entered 2019, and
the micro bag trend
isn’t going anywhere.
Occupying the sweet
spot between an
evening clutch and
an utilitarian
shoulder sling,
these itsy-bitsy
- if somewhat
impractical - bags have outlived
their longevity from mere runway
eccentricities to occupy a cozy spot in the
coveted closets of the best-dressed ladies.
Slung over the shoulders or held daintily
with a three-fingered grip, micro purses
have found a fan in a versatile array of
wardrobe options.
Truth be told, it isn’t quite hard to see
why fashion lovers are leaving behind the
carryalls in favour of these dinky bags.
When distilled down to the bare basics of
MILK (money, ID, lipstick and keys), you
might just find yourself re-evaluating
the clutter that your handbag ferries
around every day. And
what better ways to
opt for a bout of
self-introspection
than with a tiny
bag that wouldn’t
have looked
out of place in
your childhood
dollhouse?
And more
importantly,
STAUD
when your
phone rings, you
can locate it fast
enough to retrieve
your call. Does
anyone recall receiving a phone call
and sometimes you can’t retrieve it fast
enough with all the clutter in you giantsized bag and the call eventually stops? A
pet-peeve we are sure most women hate!
Not to mention the bag itself weighing a
ton and you find yourself dropping it at
every opportunity because your shoulder
or arms ache from the weight? We have
all been there, done that - it’s time for a
less cumbersome bag and the micro bags
sure do the trick and they are certainly
nice substitutes!

LISA FOLAWIYO

CHLOE

VERONICA ODEKA

GUCCI
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5

DIY
CARE

SCRUBS
FOR
GLOWING
SKIN

IDIA AISIEN

Banana – Pick one
banana from the
pantry and
mash it with a
proportionate
amount of
sugar granules
and a few
drops of your
go-to essential oil.
(We like lavender
for soothing and
Frankincense for softening.) After mixing the
ingredients sufficiently, rub the concoction
gently over your skin and rinse off with
lukewarm water.
Honey- Given its status as a natural
humectant, honey is
a no-brainer for
locking in your
skin’s hydration
during the drier
months on
the calendar.
Mix two parts
of honey and
almond oil each
with one spoon
of ground oats and
apply it on your face. Let
the
concoction seep into your facial skin for five
minutes, and wash it off.
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The loss of moisture in dry weather
can leave your skin with a dull tinge no
amount of concealers and highlighters
can mask. But the good news is that help
is just a few short steps away - in your
kitchen to be precise! If you’d like to avoid
using chemicals on your skin for a while,
channel the wisdom of our ancestor with
these DIY facial scrubs, which will help
slough off the dead skin cells to give you a
supple radiant glow.
BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR
Coffee- Add a spoonful of
glycerin to a spoonful of
coffee grounds, and apply
the combination on your
face to get rid of dead
skin cells instantly. Not
only does the glycerin act
as a magnet for attracting
moisture in the skin, it
can signal your superficial
skin cells to mature more
rapidly too. Glycerin is able to
pull moisture from the surface in
humid environments and put it back into skin cells,
and is also able to stop water from evaporating from
the surface—leaving your skin feeling fresh, cool and
toned.

Aloe Vera - The reigning
superstar of the
skincare aisle, aloe
vera is well worth
its weight in gold
when it comes
to hydrating
parched skin. If
you’re looking to
go au natural with
this ingredient in
your beauty regimen,
combine one tablespoon of
aloe vera gel with an equal amount of olive oil
and three spoons of sugar. Massage the scrub
gently onto your face and rinse off with cold
water.
Papaya - The alpha
hydroxyl acid in
papayas help weed
out dead skin
cells to leave you
with baby soft
skin. Take a few
slices of diced
papaya and whip
them in the blender
with one tablespoon
of honey and granulated
sugar. Scrub this mixture on your face in
gentle circular motions, and follow up with a
moisturiser to lock in the hydration.

