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It’s almost that time of the year again...ARISE FASHION WEEK is actually next weekend. 
This time, it’s being curated by none other but the famous queen of catwalk, ageless 

iconic Naomi Campbell on April 19th-22nd at the Lagos Intercontinental hotel. 
So ensure you attend all days because each one promises to be exciting and 

engaging! We will have panels discussions covering every aspect of the Fashion 
industry. These talks will be held by various titans of industries from both local 
and international panelists who will bring their wealth of  experience to the 
table. It will be a forum to learn from and a guide to explore new opportunities 
based on the advice given. 

But no matter how many times we have done the ARISE shows, the 
frenzied excitement remains the same. So many balls to juggle, so many loose 

ends to tie not to mention dealing with people who come with their own strong 
personalities that sometimes clash with those who work with them. Frayed nerves 

to calm, alongside sleepless nights too many to mention. 
But amidst all these, nothing beats the high of a successful show regardless of the 

backstory. Most members of the ARISE crew have worked together for years so the synergy has been 
long established. And each year the time for another show draws near, we fall in sync because it we are one big family. 

As for our participating designers, all l have to say is, no matter how many hours you have put into your collection, 
no matter how many last minute changes you make, no matter what other challenges you have, no matter what slot 
you are given, you are never 100% ready! There will always be one last thing you want to add. So just do as much as 
you can and ensure the pieces you put forward are a complete translation of your design. Do not, l repeat...do not 
showcase haphazardly sewn outfits because you rushed to finish as many outfits as possible. If you have to show less 
than expected, do so. It is better to have fewer well finished outfits instead of a larger number of ‘rushed’ garments. 

I hope, like last year, some of participating designers get global recognition 
as well! I also want to thank our sponsors, Zenith bank, Martel, Maybeline, 
Darling hair, Circa for playing a role in making the ARISE FASHION WEEK 2019 a 
roaring success!
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World renowned supermodel Naomi Campbell, even after three decades, is 
not just the indisputable ‘queen of catwalk’ she is also a crusader of changing 
the narrative for Africa. So it comes as no surprise, the palpable excitement of 
the ARISE team and Nigeria as a whole, as she curates this year’s ARISE FASHION 
WEEK from April 19-22nd at the Lagos Intercontinental hotel. Needless to say, 
one needs not ask where all roads will lead to this Easter weekend! guest 
correspondent vaLerie aMaDi OgBOnna reports...
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BY FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI

Following the success of it’s Lancôme TeintIdole My Shade My Power 
Campaign in Lagos, Lancôme Paris, the French leader in cosmetics 
continues to forge meaningful relationships with leading ladies in 
Nigeria. In line with its declaring happiness theme for 2019, Lancôme 
gifted 70 game changers with its La Vie Est Belle fragrance to put a 
smile on their faces for International Women’s Day and also treated 
its partners and influencers in Nigeria to a garden-themed Parisian 
brunch at The Tea Room in Lagos, to give them a sneak peek of the La 
Vie Est Belle fragrance. 

guests were welcomed by Parisian Chic styled hostesses true to 
Lancôme standards and brunch kicked off with a welcome address 
from Lancôme Product Manager – New Markets - Suzie Meyer followed 
by a quick masterclass by Head International Make up Artist and Trainer 
- David Coranson Beaudu doing live demonstrations while guests 
were served champagne, exotic cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Retail & 
Education Manager- Hazem Zahrouni then excited the ladies with “The 
Olfactive game” where he challenged the ladies to recognize the scents 
of the various La Vie Est Belle fragrances, as well as guess the La Vie Est 
Belle En Rose scent. After the olfactive game, Hazem invited the ladies 
to design a bouquet of flower of their choice, then colour the bouquet 
with Pink Flower spray paint to explain to the audience the effect of the 
Peony which is the fragrance’s key ingredient. In line with the theme 
of the day, there was also a floral workshop by Florist- Denike Balogun 
who showed the ladies how to put together a bouquet, elongate the 
life span of fresh flowers, and how to preserve their bouquets.

LA VIE EST BELLE 
GARDEN PARTY

BY FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI

MIcHELLE DEDENkIRU ADEkoyAFoLAkE cokER

HAzEM zAHRoUNI
boLA bALoGUN

MARy EDoRo & bIsoLA oMoREGHA

wAJE
PowEDE AwUJo

IDIA AIsIEN, bEtty IRAboR & DoDos
kAyLAH oNIwo

EkI oGUNboR
DAVID coRANsoN bEAUDU & sUzIE MEyER

Friends of Corporate Branding 
guru, Meka Olowola, recently 
hosted a reception in honour of his 
wife, Bekeme Olowola, the Chief 
Executive of CSR-in-Action, on her 
appointment to the Board of the 
global Reporting Initiative (gRI) of 
Amsterdam, Netherlands.

The party, which held at their 
residence, was well attended by 
close friends and family members 
from home and abroad, to felicitate 
with the celebrant who shattered 
the glass ceiling by clinching the 
position as the first West African to 
be so appointed on the prestigious 
Board.

CELEBRATING 
BEKEME’S 

NETHERLANDS’ 
APPOINTMENT

ADEboLA wILLIAMs cHARLEs o’tUDoR GoDMAN AkINLAbIoLIsA ADIbUA

sEGUN ADEbUtU oLUMIDE AkPAtA
DEoLA & kINGsLEy JAMEs kENNEDy okoNkwo sUNMI & yoMI AwobokUN oMoboLANLE & VIctoR LANIyAN

PAULINE & yINkA MAyUNGbo

NDIDI NNoLI & osAyI ALILE

tAyo oLowoLA & oDEGUA MboNU 
NEcHI EzEAko kEMI MoRRIs-

sokENU

 MEkA & bEkEME oLowoLA



J u n g L e  F e v e r 

Animal prints might have been 
yesterday’s overdone and not so 
suitable look – but they are definitely 
making a fun and youthful return. 
Always a bold print, iterations of 

animal skins in fashion have been 
around for a long time, conjuring images of 
Madonna and Fran Drescher—glamorous, sexy, 
and grown up!
Usually inserted as a way to visually break the 
consistency of an outfit or to add an attention-
grabbing element to bold looks, the iconic 
print is being appropriated by a wide range of 
designers and fashion lovers alike. 
No longer a draw card for maximalists only, the 
animal print craze is most definitely a trend for 
even the shy.

So how can you pull off the animal print 
without looking like you stepped out of the 80s? 
- Steer clear of heavy fabrics like wool or 

cheap polyesters and opt for silks or light 
cottons, both of which will ensure the 
patterns look current. 

- Opt for cuts that are in line with other 
trending shapes, like mid-length slip skirts 
or dresses, boxy button up T-shirts or 
oversized suits, all of which will ensure the 
piece says fresh. 

- As always with fashion, anything goes, 
so stacking your animal prints might feel 
dangerous, but in days like these, you have 
to do a lot to stand out. Layer one print on 
top of another, or style a leopard top with 
snakeskin pants for a decidedly exotic take 
on the trend.

AnimAl
PRinTTREnDTHE

by koNyE cHELsEA NwAboGoR

AMA GoDsoN

IDIA AIsIEN

LERAto sEUoE

PALEsA

sADE AkINosHo

ALExANDRIAH

DERIN 
oDUGbEsAN-
tHoMAs 
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Why did you decide to become a lawyer?
I grew up in a family of Lawyers. My father of blessed 

memory, was a Lawyer. He wasn’t just a Lawyer; he 
was an amazing Lawyer. Some of my uncles are Senior 
Advocates today. Let’s put it this way, I knew no other 
profession but Law. However, I had the chance to study 
other courses but I had become acquainted with the 
profession and saw it as a calling. Looking back, I believe 
I made the right choice. My instincts did not fail me.

Starting out, what did you expect from a career in 
Law and how fulfilling has it been for you? 

Truthfully, I didn’t care so much. I thought once I 
graduated from Law school, I would be fine. It hasn’t 
been an easy or smooth sailing but on a deeper note, 
it has been an awesome journey and a rewarding 
experience and I won’t trade it for anything. My initial 
plan was not to practice Law; I wanted to work in-
house, maybe in a Bank or with an International Oil 
Company. Thankfully, I was privileged to work in a 
top tier Nigerian commercial Law firm and my time in 
active employment was an eye opening experience for 
me and here we are.

You floated a Law firm Duale, Ovia and alex-
adedipe (DOa) with your partners, how did this 
come about?

That’s an interesting question. Let’s say the full story 
will be in my memories. On a serious note, I met two 
great minds; we had the passion for service delivery 
and the profession, we had an alignment of vision and 
position on many things (not all things) but overtly, we 
are a good blend. In a few months of discussions and 
meetings, I knew we had a spark and we were destined 
for great things.

What are your individual strengths that makes the 
team a formidable one?  

I must mention that I have been blessed with 
impactful hands on experience and unique 
opportunities to cut my teeth in the legal field in my 
early days before the start of DOA and this has made 
all the difference. My early days with Paul Usoro & 

Co. and Aluko & Oyebode gave me the opportunity 
to have a deep and meaningful understanding of 
how to successfully own and run a firm. Interestingly, 
one of my former bosses became my mentor. These 
experiences shaped my view and afforded me critical 
skills that I use today. My desire and aspiration (also 
shared by my partners) to build an institution has also 
been a fundamental drive.

In a short time, we have gained a concrete (albeit 
still growing) clientele and recognition from a 
national stance. I must also say that my partners 
have contributed to me being able to hone my skills. 
Together, we are building an empire.  

What has been the biggest case your firm has 
handled and what impact did it have on the firm?

Every case/matter is just as important; each matter/
transaction has its peculiarities. Just when I think we 
have struck gold (with the best transaction), others 
trickle in. It has been an exciting journey and one that 
is helping place the firm as the one to watch on the 
local and global scene. We could not have asked for 
anything else.

Being young Lawyers, have you ever been in a 
position where a company has hesitated to give 
you a job based on your ages and experience?

Of course, and it can be quite disappointing but we 
bounce back, we do our research and examine the 
issues surrounding the circumstance. We surpass every 
milestone set out for ourselves. At some point these 
companies start to appreciate that it is not always 
about the length of time but the depth of experience. 
That is what DOA offers.

Having said that, we have had our fair share of such 
moments and I don’t think it’s over in that journey. 
We have taken them in our stride and have managed 
to convince the clients or moved on to other matters 
without being downcast. I will say one of the reasons 
this has happened is as a result of our boldness and 
grit to take on big bites. We do not have the years of 
experience in comparison with older firms but we are 
never deterred in our choice and thirst for all types of 

transactions. 
We will keep 

taking big bites.

What will you say 
differentiates your firm from others?

We are a rapidly growing; fast paced and highly 
determined group of young lawyers-DOA has a bunch 
of young and vibrant professionals. We have shown 
that good services can be provided outside the “big” 
firms. We have demonstrated character and attitude 
that gives comfort to the clients. I believe to us every 
client is primary, regardless of the pocket size and the 
company’s net worth.

as Lawyers, which sector will you say you are 
most comfortable with and why?

We have demonstrated great strength in many areas 
of practice including Banking and Finance, Private 
Equity, M & A, Dispute Resolution and T.M.T. In these 
areas, we have been recognised both locally and 
internationally. However, one particular area we have 
shown intent character and far reaching expertise has 
been TMT – be it marketech, fintech, agritech, media, 
etc. One of the reasons why I am quite happy with the 
work we are doing is the opportunity we provide to 
the start-ups and entrepreneurs and also blue-chip 
companies – enabling them to do what they do, build 
products and applications, solve problems, etc. 

 Their passion sometimes clouds their thoughts and 
they forget the need for legal and regulatory input. We 
are really proud of the work we are doing in this space.

What achievement are you most proud of?
My greatest professional achievement has been this 

institution we have set up and I am co-nurturing and 
guarding jealously. DOA has truly been my greatest 
professional achievement in this regard.

What advice would you give to students trying to 
enter the legal professional today?
I will like to answer this question in two folds.

I. For students trying to study Law, I will say if you 
feel strongly about it and you want it, go for it. Law is 
one of the most important ingredients of the society. 
However, they need to study hard and stay focused 
and dedicated. The years may appear long, stay true, it 
will pay off.

II. For persons seeking a career in Law, I will start by 
saying you should not be afraid to fail. If you fall, get up 
and move on. In truth, that is all life is about. Surround 
yourself with a good network of people. I believe 
having a mentor is a good idea to achieving a great 
deal of success and importantly, don’t be swayed by 
money. The knowledge is priceless.

adeleke alex adedipe is one of the Partners at 
duale, ovia and alex adedipe (doa). a bespoke 
full-service commercial law firm with expertise in 
areas including but not limited to admiralty and 
shipping, aviation, Banking and Finance, Company 
secretarial, Capital Market, energy and natural Resources, 
Government Relations, intellectual Property, litigation and 
dispute Resolution, Telecommunication, Media and Technology, 
Taxation, Real estate and Construction and more. adeleke’s audacity to 
establish a law firm with his partners has placed the young lawyers on the list 
of ones to watch in the legal industry. he shares with Funke BaBs-kuFeji his 
journey into the legal profession, his passion for law and challenges facing young 
lawyers and more.
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if the term “co-ords” isn’t in your fashion 
lexicon, insert a new entry, pronto. 
shorthand for a co-ordinated look, a 

matching two-piece could be just the touch 
of polish your wardrobe is lacking. 

by  koNyE cHELsEA NwAboGoR

Experiment with 
sizes. You can usually 
buy the components 
separately so you may 
take a smaller top 
than a bottom – either 
way, you should 
find it easier to 
get a perfect fit 
overall than 
with a single 
piece outfit.

Choose colours and 
textures carefully. Often a 
co-ord set ends up costing 
more than a one-piece. If 
the pieces only really work 
together as opposed to 
separately too, you’re not 
getting the full benefits

A shirt and matching skirt is 
a clever way to maximize the 

“dressed-up” feeling of a dress 
with something that doesn’t 
feel either uptight nor prissy. 

The co-ord is more 
versatile than the tailored 

office or cocktail dress, 
more functional than 
jumpsuits, potentially 
less corporate than a 

trouser suit – and a way 
to introduce prints and 

bright colours without the 
long-term commitment to 

a head-to-toe look.

stELLA Uzo

sAMy Jo VALENtINE
yUkI AkINosHo

yUkI AkINosHo

CO-OrDSTHE LOOK

8 9

S T Y L E  &  d E S i g n S T Y L E  &  d E S i g nTHISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8753 Sunday, April 14, 2019

THISDAY Style  
Vol. 22, No. 8753 Sunday, April 14, 2019



TRUTH & REASON

VICTORIA ISLAND, LAGOS, NIGERIA





she needs no introduction and is a household name all over the world. she is an icon to many both young 
and old because she cuts across to all ages and gender. naomi Campbell started her modeling career more 
than three decades ago at the tender age of 16. at the time, models of colour were rarely seen gracing 
the catwalks or magazines. But naomi entered that world and literally broke the ceiling! she opened the 
doors for many like her to be recognized for their worth. never one to back down regardless of challenges, 
naomi has gone on to not only remain
the indisputable queen of catwalk, she is  also a crusader of changing the african narrative apart from 
her yearly philanthropic Fashion for Relief, where she raises millions for various charities, naomi has 
taken on the mantle of promoting the talents within africa and forcing the world to give the creative 
industry their well earned space on the global stage. naomi is not one to just talk the talk, she also walks 
the walk! she is a member and global ambassador of Gucci’s Changemakers Program, a fellowship and 
scholarship funds designed to support industry change and promote diversity. This is the first of its kind 
from a luxury brand and the program will be brought to four schools in Cape Town, nairobi, Lagos, and 
accra. Playing a significant role in providing this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the lucky african 
recipients is another feather on naomi’s cap.  
so it comes as no surprise, the palpable excitement of the aRise team and nigeria as a whole as she 
curates this year’s aRise FasHiOn Week from april 19-22nd at the Lagos intercontinental hotel. needless 
to say, one needs not ask where all roads will lead to this easter weekend! Guest correspondent VALERIE 
AMADI OGBONNA reports..

You have been a hugely successful model who 
has worked for an incredible 30 plus years so far 
in what is a tough ‘cut throat’ business. in fact, 
you are celebrating 33 years in fashion today. 
Congratulations!! how have you managed to stay 
on top for so long?

 You have been a hugely successful model who has 
worked for an incredible 30 plus years so far in what is 
a tough ‘cut throat’ business. In fact, you are celebrating 
33 years in fashion today. Congratulations!! How have 
you managed to stay on top for so long?

I’ve been so lucky to have had the support 
throughout my career from my mother Valerie. She 
truly allowed me to dream my own dream, speak my 
truth and go for what I wanted.  I actually wanted to be 
a dancer and danced since I was three years old, but 
through dance, I was discovered as a model.  

 To be here working more than ever, 33 years later, is 
a blessing that I’m honoured to receive. It’s been a long 
and colourful journey far of which I’m proud of and I 
own and have grown from every part of it. 

I’m passionate about the things I care about and I go 
hard for the things I believe in. It’s the passion that I have 
and determination to not take ‘no’ for an answer that 
keeps me going.

You have such a love for africa, particularly nigeria. 
Why is that?

I’ve been coming to Africa since 1993 and I was 
blessed to have a close friendship and granddaughter/
grandfather relationship with the late great President 
Nelson Mandela. It didn’t really sink in what he was 
teaching me in my 20’s, whilst he was guiding me 
through work which I now know it to be called 
philanthropy. He showed me that it is what you give 
back in life that is the true measure of a person.

When he passed away in 2013, it became clear to me 
that what I’m supposed to do at this stage in my career 
is lend my help and voice wherever I can, particular for 
my people to put this Continent on the map where it 
should be. 

Africa should have access to all the things that the rest 
of world has access to right here, on its own soil. Some 
of the greatest most intelligent and inspiring people I 
have met have been from Africa.

My first trip to Nigeria was in 2008 for the Arise 
Fashion Week. It was a very short trip so when I returned 
to Nigeria, I was determined to spend more time and 
really explore Lagos. What I love most about Lagos is 
the spirit of it’s people. Everyone from all walks of life 
seems to have this zeal to hustle and work hard and no 
matter their situation, there is this ‘can do’ attitude which 
I find so inspiring. Like most cities in the world, there are 
improvements to be made but I always feel safe here, 
and a great time. I want more people to see not only 
Nigeria but Africa as a destination stop.

You speak about wanting to change the ‘narrative’ of 
africa. Can you share more on this?

Participating at the 2018 Arise Fashion Week was a 
very significant time for me because it really opened my 
mind seeing that the narrative of Africa has to change 
and be re-written. Africa is a Continent rich in history 
and culture and it deserves to be a vacation destination. 
A stop for fashion, art, music and architecture. Africa is 
the future. I want the world to know that Africa is not a 
trend, should not be ignored and is here to stay.

We are incredibly excited to learn that ariSe Fashion 
Week have partnered with you this year! Tell us 
more about that and what we can expect?

Yes! I’ll be curating this years edition of Arise Fashion 
Week which is a total honour. 

There will be panels, workshops, presentations, 
special guests and of course three days of fashion shows 
showcasing the best in African fashion. It will be full on 
and jam-packed, but I’m thoroughly looking forward to 
it!

 a number of luxury fashion brands have faced 
huge criticism for racial insensitivity particularly 
offending the black community. italian fashion 
house gucci recently suffered huge public backlash 
from a ‘blackface’ jumper it produced. how did you 
feel about that?

I heard about what happened and I saw Francois-
Henri Pinault who put me in touch with Marco Bizzarri 
(President & CEO, Gucci) to discuss what happened. 
Whilst I understand the outrage, l look at it like this - it 
was a mistake and I believe that there is a silver lining 
through this mistake and there’s a huge blessing. Gucci 
had already started a diversity initiative through Colin 
Kaepernick but that incident propelled it forward 
and great things have come out of this. Gucci have 

announced ‘Changemakers’ Program of which I’m a 
member and Global Ambassador. The Changemakers 
Program is a fellowship and scholarship fund designed 
to support industry change and promote diversity 
and inclusion. The program will come to four schools 
in Africa which include Nairobi, Cape Town, Accra and 
right here in Lagos, Nigeria. I’m pleased to have been 
part of the bigger picture to push this program forward 
in Africa. This will benefit young African designers to 
develop and learn skills under the Gucci umbrella to 
assist them long term.

it’s well documented that you shared a very special 
20 year relationship and bond with the late great 
nelson Mandela. he even called you his honourary 
granddaughter. how has your relationship 
impacted the work you do in africa?

I don’t think I’ll ever meet someone like President 
Nelson Mandela again in my lifetime. He taught me to 
be my authentic self and to speak my truth and that’s 
the way I’ve tried to live my life. Through him, I learned 
that not everyone is going to like me, but I’m going to 
stay true to whatever I commit myself to supporting. 
More than ever, in my life now, I want to do the work 
that he told me I could do but I didn’t understand at the 
time.

how would you like to be remembered at the end of 
the day?

As a girl who lived a very blessed life. One who lived 
her truth, learned from her mistakes, and ultimately one 
that fought for equality of her people.

Finally, despite ageing gracefully, you’ve retained 
the youth and glamour of your teenage years. What 
the secret?

Drink water and try to mind business! (Laughter)
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i’m passionate about the 
things i care about and i go 
hard for the things i believe 

in. it’s the passion that i have 
and determination to not 

take ‘no’ for an answer that 
keeps me going.

   NAOMI  

CAMPBELL 
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Participating at the 2018 arise 
Fashion Week was a very significant 
time for me because it really opened 
my mind seeing that the narrative 
of africa has to change and be re-

written. africa is a Continent rich in 
history and culture and it deserves to 
be a vacation destination. a stop for 
fashion, art, music and architecture. 
africa is the future. i want the world 
to know that africa is not a trend, 

should not be ignored and is here to 
stay.

NAoMI wItH cHILDREN oF tHE AMoyo PERFoRMING ARts FoUNDAtIoN, cAPE towN

NAoMI wItH tHE PREsIDENt oF GUccI, MARco bIzzARI 
(cHEckERED sUIt)

NAoMI wItH tHE yoUNG GIRLs oF MARIAM Rc HIGH scHooL, cAPE towN
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There may be fifty shades of grey and 
hundred hues of red, and we can sing 
endless tunes on blues. But, in the end, 
we all go back to black. Call it cliché or 
boring, but the look is just perfect. A 
simple all-black look just works so well, 

it’s effortless, sleek, and will always be 
in style. Black is elegant and chic, 

slimming and looks good on 
all skin tones. Black, however, 
can also be one-dimensional 
and boring, and while it 
may seem easy to dress in all 

black, there are a few rules to 
keep in mind.

BlACKiS BEAUTiFUl
PERFECT! 

rules For Wearing blacK
1.  Vary the fabrics and textures. Nothing looks dowdier 
than an all-black outfit that is all cotton... 
2.  On the fabric note, make sure the fabric selection is 
season appropriate. 
3.   When spotting and all black outfit, fit becomes even 
more important. Take advantage of the fact that black 
is slimming and wear the clothes be more fitted and 
flattering.
4.  Add interest with accessories. Bold, colorful 
accessories become the statement piece of your outfit. 
5.  Make your outfit more dressy or casual with the simple 
change of lipstick. This can go from day (with a light pink 
lip stain) to-night (with a bold, deep red lip) seamlessly.

all Black 
Jumpsuit for 

all Sizes 
It camouflages 
magically and 

shrinks ALL bumps. 
It is a colour that 

does justice to all 
sizes but if you feel 

over-conscious 
about spoting a 

jumpsuit, the look 
will surprise you. 

Choose a style and 
cut that accentuates 

your body shape.

Black Shorts 
with WhiTe 

ShOeS
Breaking the all-
black silhouette 
with little details 

makes it fun.Tight 
shorts, statement 

accessory, and 
white shoes all 
fall into place 

perfectly. Trust me, 
this is a foolproof 
way to style your 

blackoutfit.

Black Slip 
party Dress
Slip dresses have 
been around for 
a while now, and 
it looks like they 
are here to stay. 
They are incredibly 
stylish and a casual 
alternative to 
bodycon dresses 
for the day or an 
informal setting. 
Black ankle strap, 
and a clutch are just 
perfect for that no 
fuss party look.

all Black 
Causal 
Outfit 
A black is a 
colour worth 
spotting any day 
of the week. It’s 
effortless and easy 
to work with, and 
the results are 
always drool-
worthy. If you 
want to spruce it 
up a little, you can 
pair with a pair of 
heels to make it 
dressy and chic.

all Black 
To Work 

From your 
desk to a date, 

an all-black 
ensemble 
makes for 
incredibly 

stylish attire.

Black 
monochrome 

With a Splash of 
Color 

Nothing justifies 
monochrome the 

way black does. It is 
straightforward and easy 

to put together. Black 
works perfectly when 

you want to be minimal 
and understated. A 

simple detail handbag 
can blend well to add an 

exciting splash of color 
to your black outfit.

Black Leggings 
Outfit 
Black leggings, an 
oversized black 
statement top paired 
with a necklace makes 
for an easy breezy look. 

Black in 
different 
textures
Don’t be afraid 
to play with 
textures, like 
wearing a 
black leather 
or velvet all 
black outfit. 
You an also mix 
and match the 
texture in the 
case of a two-
piece outfit.

Classic 
all Black 
ensemble
Surprise yourself and 
everyone else with 
how much black you 
can add to your outfit. 
While at it, go with all 
classic pieces. You can 
throw on a black wide 
leg pant and matching 
blouse, put on a black 
hat, and style it all with 
a midi bag. Add shoes 
of your choice and 
spin the look any way 
you want.
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CHIC  WAYS 

by FUNkE bAbs-kUFEJI & IsIoMA UsIADE

If there’s any versatile staple out there, it’s sneakers. 

You can dress them up with (a dress), make them 

super athleisure (with joggers), or even go right in-

between for business casual. If you can’t tell, you can 

basically wear them with ANYTHING. However, they 

can go from cute to too comfy real quick. So, here are 

chicways to elevate the look of your favorite trainers.

TO
 

SNEAKERS
YOUR

ARIyIkE owoLAGbA

cHIc AMA

DANNIELA okEkE

sAMyJo VALENtINE
zINA ANUMUDU

AIcHAtA

wANNEkA NkUMA 
DoRIs

With 
leggings 

anD a vintage 
jacKet: When in doubt, 

wear leggings. They are your 
best options after jeans to 
pair your sneakers with, 

throw in a vintage jacket 
to finish the look.

With 
a croP toP 

anD jeans: Okay, 
most times you can get away 

with the skinny jeans and t-shirt 
look with sneakers but a more 
chic look is mum jeans paired with 
a crop top and a colourful pair 

of sneakers just like SAMYJO 
VALENTINE. The look is 

street style chic!

Panel 
Pants: Panel 

Pants are definitely 
a fun and stylish way 
to dress up your 

sneakers

With 
a Flirty 

Dress: One would 
expect to pair a flirty dress 
with a pair of heels but 
sneakers as just as good to. 
The look is comfy while still 

looking sexy and 
feminine

With 
a Pattern 

toP: Need we say more, 
a shirt is nice to pair with your 

sneakers but a fruity shirt like 
Zina’s is twice as nice and paired 

with sneakers just as 
colourful, this look is 
definitely a win and 

one to adopt.

With 
short 

Dress: This 
is the epitome of 

“cool girl” style in my 
book. Pairing a flirty 
dress with basic black 
sneakers while still 
looking entirely put 
together. It couldn’t 

get much better. 

With 
Denim 

short: This look 
is casual-meets-boho-

meets-sporty. There’s 
nothing like a pair of 

denim shorts paired with 
a graphic polo and white 
sneakers these can go 

from a day at the beach 
to any other occasion 

real quick.
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by koNyE cHELsEA NwAboGoR

ThE NEw 
IT BAG
THe CHrISTIAN DIor 
Book ToTe BAG 

Besides the recent comeback success of the 
Dior Saddle Bag(all the way from 2001 under 
the creative direction of John Galliano), the 
Christian Dior fashion house also has a possible 
mainstay bag from their SS18 collection – the 
gorgeous, modern Book Tote Bag. Although 
it might look like a casual canvas bag for 
first glance, this understated, yet luxurious 
monogrammed design has been the fashion 
world’s new favourite, with celebrities and 
influencers truly showing the versatility of the 
Tote Bag. 

The bag made its first debut on the runways 
during the spring/Summer 18 shows alongside 
straight cut jeans and black and white striped 
tops. The bag has instantly became popular 
and was named Dior’s new possible mainstay 
bag. The Book Tote comes in various colour 
combinations and patterns (such as the classic 
monograms in red and green, the multicolor 
print and the black leather version), and because 
of the size of the bag, there are endless options for 
limited edition and seasonal pieces.

Some people might argue that the bag looks too 
simple for the price point, but the comfortable 
design and spacious interior mixed with the 
detailed monogram work of the bag make the 
two ends of luxury and practicality meet. The 
Book Tote is the perfect everyday and travel bag 
that will store your essentials for a weekend 
getaway (or just for one of those long days), while 
providing the same high quality as other luxury 
travel bags. It’s not a surprise it has quickly 
become an influencer-favourite. 
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