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A JOYFUL GIVER

 @ 60  FLORENCE

AJIMOBI



 

A cousin of mine recently lost her house to fire. It was gutted to the ground. 
Needless to say it was a harrowing experience but we truly thank God that 

she was lucky enough to escape alive and live to tell the tale unscathed. 
So as usual, with such misfortunes, people rummage through whatever 
items they have and collect things to give. I did the exact same and just 
kept packing stuff that l knew l would probably not miss their absence. 
Before l knew it, l had filled up a Ghana-must-go bag and literally had 
to stuff in as much as the bag could contain without bursting at the 
seams. 

Now, you might wonder what all this is about? Two things...how 
much clothes do we really need and how relevant are they in the scheme 

of things? When compared to much more important things like health and 
life, it pales in comparison. As we get older, we should really learn to attach 

less importance to material things and focus more on spirituality and wellness 
of being. 

When l dropped the stuff off at my cousins, l was impressed by her calm disposition and 
realized yet again that when you have a close shave with death, nothing else matters compared to your 
gratitude to God. We should learn to minimize because how much mileage does one really get for all the 
material things we spend money on? Not just that, how many of the items in our wardrobes do we really 
remember? Some are so long forgotten that it takes seeing something similar on someone else for us to 
remember that we actually have them! 

Bottom line, things should be done in moderation and priorities set straight. In 5 Bags Every Woman Should 
Own, the article reveals how you really can get by with just the five bags as weird as it might sound to some!

If your wardrobe is about to burst, decongest, decongest...decongest!
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BIYI & SOLA

ADESUWA GIWA-OSAGIE

DEMEJI EDWARDS

The inauguration of Governor Dapo 
Abiodun and Deputy Governor, Noimot 
Salaka-Oyedele was held recently at the 
M.K.O Abiola Stadium, amidst their families, 
friends, well wishers and political allies. A 
luncheon was then held at OK Event Center 
while the inauguration ball took place at 
OOPL Event center, Abeokuta.  

At the dinner, a few speeches were made 
and the highlights of the evening was 
not just the scintilating performances by 
Davido, Olamide and King Sunny Ade, it 
was also the couple dance between the 
Governor and his delectable wife. It was 
such a moving moment.

Governor Abiodun went on to thank 
the guests for sharing this special 
moment with him and he assured 
everyone that he will do everything 
within his power to ensure Ogun 
state earns the respect it deserves.

INAUGURATION 
OF DAPO ABIODUN 
AS GOVERNOR OF 

OGUN STATE

NIYI ADEBAYO

DONALD DUKE

BODE & DEPUTY GOVERNOR, NOIMOT 
SALAKO-OYEDELE  OF  OGUN STATE

 OLANREWAJU TEJUOSO & CHIKE OGEAH  SEGUN OLUWAGBOYEGUN

KUNLE MAKINDE

YOMII BADEJO-OKUSANYASEGUN FOWORATONY ANENIH  KOYE EDU & LADI AJOSE-ADEOGUN SAM IWUAJOKU ABISOLA SODIPO-CLARK SENI ADETU MODELE SHARAFA YUSUF & ALI BABA  

ALABA SHONIBARE

OGUN STATE FIRST LADY, BAMIDELE, GOVERNOR DAPO ABIODUN , HON JUSTICE MOSUNMOLA DIPEOLU, DEPUTY GOVERNOR, NOIMOT SALAKO-OYEDELE & 
HER HUSBAND, BODE  

HELEN PREST AJAYI & DEBBIE OGHENE

BOLA ODUKALEFOLAKE 
OSHINOWO

GRACE OSIME OYINKA BADEJO- 
OKUSANYA

BOLA AYENI

GOVERNOR’S MOTHER, 
MRS ABIODUN 

 OLUSEGUN OSOBA  DERIN OSOBA  ADETUTU & TAYO AYENI  OBA KEHINDE GBADEWOLE 
OLUGBENLE, OLU OF ILARO  

AIGBOJE AIG 
IMOUKHUEDE 

OYE ODUKALE

 TUNJI ALAPINI GOVERNOR DAPO & FIRST LADY, 
BAMIDELE ABIODUN OF OGUN STATE

P H O T O S  B Y  K U N L E  O G U N F U Y I



TOYIN PINHEIRO, AYO SUBAIR, FUNLOLA OKUNOWO, TUNDE AYENI

DAYO BENJAMIN-LANIYI

MUDASHIRU 
AJAYI OBASA 

OSINOWO SIKIRU 
ADEBAYO

RAZAQ ISA

KIKE AYENI

TOKUNBO OGUNBANJO

KING SUNNY ADE

 SANUSI DAGGASH 

OLAMILEKAN ADEOLA 

BOLU AKIN-OLUGBADE MR & MRS YOMI SONUGA

MR & MRS ODEBIYI AKINREMI 

SEGUN & YETUNDE SEBANJO SONNY KUKU  SIMON CONWAY-
JARRETT 

KEMI SOKENU
OLAMIDE SADE AFILAKA

 MASTER ABIODUN

DAVIDOBOLA OLUWAGBOYEGUN



Lagos, Nigeria – Leading global payments technology company and 
UEFA Champions League sponsor, Mastercard, hosted partners, sports 
legends and other celebrities at an exclusive viewing of the televised UEFA 
Champions League final match between Liverpool and Tottenham.

On the 1st of June, over 500 Mastercard partners gathered at the Eko 
Hotel and Suites to watch Liverpool win the cup in the final match of the 
season. Also present to enjoy the live football action were Nigeria’s soccer 
greats Kanu Nwankwo and Augustine ‘Jay Jay’ Okocha.

Commenting on Mastercard’s decision to host a viewing event, Omoke 
Adebanjo, Area Business Head at Mastercard West Africa said: “We 
organized this viewing event as a way for us to directly engage with our 
customers, connect them to their passion for football and share in the 
experience of witnessing priceless moments with them. We also wanted 
to provide football lovers in Nigeria with a chance to get closer to some of 
the icons of the game who joined us today. Watching the finals with our 
partners in Nigeria has been a fun and rewarding event.”

Guests were also entertained with music by Kiss Daniel performing hit 
songs such as Woju and his latest single, 4Dayz.

Former Nigeria Super Eagles Captain, Kanu Nwankwo, whilst 
commenting on the game, said it was “a much fought-for win, but there 
can only be one winner at the end of the day. I believe that each team 
presented its best side but Liverpool had the play today”.

Mastercard has been a sponsor of the UEFA Champions League since 
1994.

MASTERCARD HOSTS 
PARTNERS FOR EXCLUSIVE 

VIEWING OF THE UEFA 
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL

BOLA ASIRU, KANU NWANKWO, BEATRICE CORNACCHIA, AUGUSTINE “JAY JAY” OKOCHA &YOSOLA ATERE OLUSOLA OLAKANMI & SOLA OKEOWO

  

 

JULIUS AGWU

CHIOMA NWANKWO

JIMMYMURPHY IJEMBAKIZZ DANIEL

 TOJU EGBEBI

 BOLANLE OLUKANNI 

BY  KO N Y E  C H E L S E A  N WA B O G O R
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Mixing prints without looking like 

a hot mess can be a bit tricky - these 

fashionable street style stars show how 

to do it the right way.

TRENDTOTRY

MIXING 

PRINTS

ALERO

TEMI OTEDOLA

TOYOSI

INIDIMA OKOJIE

STELLA UZO

JENNIFER OSEH

Be eclectic 
- When compared 
to donning more 
muted, neutral 
pieces, wearing 
prints will 
undoubtedly 
make you 
stand out – 
even more 
so when 
you’re mixing 
different prints 
together. Hence, 
embrace the chance 
to be slightly weird 
and go out of your 
comfort zone. 
Dare to combine 
everything 
together in one 
outfit, such 
as stripes, 
herringbone 
patterns, 
leopard 
print and 
even fishnet 
stockings.

Go all 
out
Fashion is meant to 
be fun, so be confident 
enough to throw all the 
rules out of the window 
if that’s what you want. 
A print top with a printed 
shirt with tons of standout 
accessories? We say yes.

Pick a 
predominant 
colour- One way 
to make a multi-print 
look appear more 
cohesive is to have a 
single colour family 
tie the whole outfit 
together.

Play with 
contrast 
For an 
unexpected 
look that will 
turn heads, pair 
prints that would 
usually not go 
together. Stripes 
and animal prints 
are a perfect 
example.

Think of 
the shape 
Another trick 
to look put-
together when 
combining 
prints is to 
think in terms 
of geometric 
shapes. For 
example, stripes 
will tend to go 
well with stripes. 
And so do other 
shapes. 

Pair with 
basics 
To avoid going 
overboard with 
the print mixing, 
it’s easier to start 
out with just one 
print in a look, 
such as leopard 
and plaid. Keep 
the rest of the 
outfit simple 
and neutral with 
basics, like a plain 
white tee or a 
black skirt.
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Florence Ajimobi, immediate former First Lady of Oyo state is full of radiance as she embraces her 
60th year on earth. What she’s passionate about is the improvement and quality of lives of vulnerable 
groups especially women and children. Her goal is ensuring the less privileged are empowered 
for financial independence. In pursuit of these worthy objectives, Florence berthed and nurtured 
relevant organizations and institutions to lend credence to these noble causes, which include the 
award winning ABC Foundation which provides  easy access to basic medical care. She recently 
turned 60 and FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI sat in awe of the beautiful wife mother and grandmother, who 
didn’t look a day older than 40 to talk about her life growing up in Ibadan, her passion for the less 
privilege and more.

        FLORENCE 

AJIMOBI

You look absolutely Fabulous at 60, is there 
anything you do to look this way?

My look is absolutely God’s grace nothing 
more. He is the foundation upon which all my 
existence is built so anything you see in me is just 
a reflection of His goodness. 

You were born and breed in Ibadan; what fond 
memories do you have of your childhood?

Ibadan to me is my home because God had 
bestowed all the good things of life to me in this 
ancient city. I had my education here, got my first 
job here and then my greatest gift, which is my 
husband, Senator Abiola Ajimobi is also from here, 
so to me, Ibadan is everything. 

As a First Lady, what was a typical day like for 
you?

My day always and still starts with inviting 
God into my affairs through prayer, followed 
by attending to my hygiene and getting my 
husband ready for the day starting with his food 
to his appearance. I then scan through the dailies 
once I settle down, treat mails that come in and 
depending on the urgency; I attend to the task 
of the office of the wife of the Governor or my 
business. And later in the day, l retire back to the 
kitchen to prepare a meal for my husband when 
gets back home from work.

You are an entrepreneur with chains of 
departmental stores, how are you able to 
balance all aspects of your life, projects, 
business and family?

Like I said earlier it is the grace of God because 
combining all the roles is not an easy task most 
especially maintaining the homework balance, as 
they are all demanding. But with God’s backing 
and strong will together with dedication and hard 
work, I am able to manage all successfully without 
anyone lagging behind.

You have berthed many organisations and 
institutions of which the award winning ABC 
Foundation stands out, tell us how and why 
you established this organization and what you 
have been able to achieve with it?

When my husband assumed office as then 
Governor of Oyo state, I went round some health 
facilities in the state and noticed that there weren’t 
enough to care for women and children who are 
the most vulnerable in the society. So l decided 
to do something to alleviate this problem, as I’ve 
always been passionate about issue of health care, 
which has been a long time ambition for me. To 
the glory of God, through the Foundation, we have 
been able to detect early cases of cancer that is 
the foremost killer in women and in some cases, 
men. With early detection the chances of survival 
increases. Therefore God has used the Foundation 
to save so many lives from this killer disease.

Do you intended to continue running this 
Foundation now your husband is out of office 
and if yes, what are your plans to improve on it?

Yes the Foundation is a non Governmental 

Organization that is totally independent from 
government, and still remains so. In fact, the 
Governor’s exit from office will afford me the 
opportunity to dedicate more time to the 
Foundation and to make it better than it is right 
now. There is a plan to expand it so that it can offer 
more services to the people.

As an advocate of women and children, what 
more do you think the government can do 
to make sure more children go to school and 
increase their level of education?

I think the government at all levels should create 
a more conducive environment both for learning 
and teaching in all schools. This will motivate both 
teachers and students because when students 
easily access all that is needed to learn in a nice 
environment, learning will be fun and when 
things needed to aid teaching are also available to 
teachers, they would leave no stone unturned to 
put in their best to teach.

To commemorate your 60th birthday you wrote 
a book titled ‘’My Life Like a Rainbow’’ made 
you decide to write this book and what is it 
about?

“My Life as a Rainbow” is a book that reflects 
who Florence Ajimobi really is. It was written 
to let people know me better and to reflect 
on all the lessons I’ve learnt in life right from 
my childhood till date. It is written without 
embellishment. It is my true past and present 
recorded in the book. 

Who is your target audience for this book? 
Everybody should read it. There are different life 

lessons to be learnt from it.

Having been the wife of a politician and active 
in politics, will you some day, consider running 
for a political post?

I’m not a politician, I just happen to be a wife to 
one. As a dutiful wife, it is normal for me to support 
my husband in all he does that is why you see me 
being active in politics but running for political 
office in the future is not in my agenda for now.

It’s fine not to want to get involved in politics, 
but do you think more women should get 
involved in politics in Nigeria regardless of 
how discouraging it might seem from the 
outside?

Yes I would encourage more women to run for 
political office or even get involved in politics 
because l think women are better administrators.  

God designed women to be compassionate and 
passionate and the one thing I must not forget 
is the ability to multi task. So when we are at the 
helms of affairs we can do better than men and 
effect positive changes in our society.

 Turning 60 is a major milestone and you must 
have experience life lessons, what advice do 
you have for the younger generation who are 
new mothers who want to look just as good 
and stay as long as you have in their marriage?

My advice for younger women is that they 
should be faithful, dutiful to their family, be 
hardworking and most especially be spiritual. 
God in all you do is the secret to attain success in 
whatever endeavor you may venture into.

What about you will people be surprised to 
know?

There is nothing surprising about me as 
everything about my life has been penned down 
in my book we mentioned earlier. 

 Do you have a personal style?
 I like to be comfortable; you will always find me 

in comfortable clothing. 

Any advice for young women who want to be 
entrepreneurs?

Any woman that wants to go into business 
should be determined and hardworking because 
it may not be easy at first but with determination 
and hard work, everything else will fall into place.

I’m not a politician, I just 
happen to be a wife to one. As 
a dutiful wife, it is normal for 
me to support my husband in 
all he does that is why you see 
me being active in politics but 
running for political office in 

the future is not in my agenda 
for now.
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BY FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI 

“Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them all”....
Don’t get it twisted, surely it can’t be you when you house bitterness 

as if she is the love of your life and you violently hug the darkness by 
squeezing the light out of her.

You check out every aspect of yourself but you still can’t see the grime 
dancing in your oil. Sadness on wheels, skiing on frozen tears, a heart 
buried in the sandy earth.

You have friends who live in penury whilst you count your millions 
whistling , you then buy yourself a chair in the house of God, hmmmm, 
look in the mirror again, what do you see, your manipulative spend will 
never buy you a space in heaven as the currency for purchase is wrong, 
try kindness.

You have a wife that you don’t touch, meanwhile you have several 
legs out there doing “open and close” for you daily, so unfair Mister...... 
without “kicking” it up a notch you are also mentally, emotionally and 
physically abusive and your mirror shows you a good man? Get with 
the programme dude, your brain is flashing red. Give yourself a verbal 
backhander to straighten up, you are delusional.

Mirror mirror on the wall, who is the dirtiest of them all, oops, just 
you...

You have a husband that you daily hen peck, nagging the life out 
of his tired spirit whilst opening your jewel to every fisher of gem you 
can find offering maggots as bait, enh yes maggots, that is the deposit 
for your troubles, look in that mirror again, what do you see, muck in 
multiplicity, sludge in harvest.

Mirror mirror on the wall, who is the “slimiest” of them all, emmm, just 
you.....

You claim that you and God are best friends but when asked to spell 
love you spell LV, you spell Rolls Royce, you spell PJ, your many toys 
a passport to “lala “ then you cross your legs piously with a pseudo 
redeeming grin declaring yourself God’s present day Abraham ...

Mirror mirror on the wall, who is the vainest of them all, oops, just 
you...

You kill, you maim, you destroy and strut around daily claiming you 
model a role, pray, tell, which role is this.....danger diabolic in the garb 
of a circus clown, check out your damage history, restless and wounded 
spirits walking the earth looking for you, these bleeding souls are crying 
out for vengeance. Run, see if you can hide.

Mirror mirror on the wall, who is the messiest of them all, emmm, just 
you....

You employ the poor in pocket and spirit and treat them like trash, 
riding roughshod over them at every given opportunity, let us not 
pussyfoot around issues, check your mirror, the picture that pops up is 
that of an ogre, your conscience is seared and your spirit has fangs, slap 
me already, my cheeks are forming welts, your name is mean(ella) and 
cruel(la), own it, you are it, and the mirror cracked from side to side at 
the image of your atrocities.

Celebrate yourself, you’ve lost the plot and dropped the ball, whatever 
happened to empathy, try and soak it in sympathy for the hurting and 
grow your soul, you may just find a way back to what truly counts.

Many are dying everyday whilst we shrug our shoulders worshipping at 
the altar of self; lipstick and diamonds, aftershave and wrist watches, what 
is wrong with us? who stole our hearts and replaced them with stones?

Mirror mirror on the wall, who is the most puerile of them all, surely 
just you.....

Remember we are all “pilgrims in progress, like a flower we bloom and 
then later fade away”, we are all passing through and destination is not 
earth, it is imperative that we live a life that is worthy of emulation not 
because of self adulation but because of self preservation.

Mirror mirror on the wall, who amongst all truly cares, oops, not you....
The beauty within needs a reset, trouble it till it syncs with your 

Creator.
Reflect, Reset, Redirect. It is time to do it differently with posterity and 

eternity in focus.

CAPSULES
Alero Adollo
aleroadollo@yahoo.com

Colours 
of Life

The frenzy of our modern existence 
with its individualism, materialism and 
hedonism, is threatening virtues and 
drying up the milk of human kindness 
in most of us. Another casualty of our 
times is what the Bible describes as 
characteristic of the last days when 

‘…people will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, without love, unforgiving, 
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, 
not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God…’ 

(2 Timothy 3:2-5)
Love is key because it is at the centre 

of man’s walk with God. It is described as 
the summary of all the commandments 
and the greatest one. When we talk of 
the ‘last days’, we tend to focus on more 
apparent signs like ‘wars and rumours of 
wars’, unusual occurrences in the cosmos 
and of course the anti-Christ. Yet a 
landmark of the last days is a lack of love.

Before we begin sniffing around for 
where love is lacking we must ask ‘What 
is love?’ God is love. And the proof that 
we know God and walk in this love 
is in our obedience to Him. The ‘Love 
Chapter’ (1 Corinthians 13) spells out the 
components of love: patience, kindness, 
forgiveness, truth, hope, perseverance 
and so on. Practically, God expects 
us to demonstrate our love for Him 
through our relationship with people.  
That was the point Jesus made when 
he talked about reckoning at the end 
of time. He said God will ask why we 
did not show Him love when He was 
hungry, thirsty, homeless, naked, sick or 
in prison. Surprised, we would enquire 
as to when we saw Him hungry, thirsty, 
homeless, naked, sick or in prison. He 
then explained that heaven measures 
our love for God by our love for others 
(Matthew 25:34-40).

If our faith is expressed by our 
heightened frequency in church 
attendance and our intolerance of the 
‘infidel’ then we have veered far away 
from God’s measure of spirituality. 
We cannot wield a Bible in one hand 
without using the other hand to 
mend the broken lives around us. One 
of the most powerful ways to show 
appreciation to God is to be sensitive 
and responsive to the needs of others. 
And this comes with its own measure of 
inconvenience.

Take priorities for instance. Someone 
said our cheque book and our diary are 

indicators of our priorities. A decision to 
live a life devoted to Christ will reflect on 
how we spend our money and our time 
It will tell on our wardrobe, our appetite, 
our travel plans, our party schedule, the 
company we keep and our lifestyle in 
general. This new life calls for constant 
self-evaluation, self-control and self-
denial.

I once read a narrative of a woman 
who was expecting the Lord for diner. 
That evening she took extra pain to 
clean up her home and prepare an 
elaborate meal. It happened to be a 
cold day and she made a quick dash 
downtown to pick up some fresh bread 
and hot chocolate for Him. On the way 
back an old woman begged for some of 
the food in her hand. She had gone past 
the beggar when she realised she could 
spare some. She went back, gave bread 
to the woman and continued on her 
way. A few yards on a haggard looking 
fellow approached her for a drink and 
she handed him some hot chocolate. 
Just by her house she met yet another 
man who asked for a covering to shield 
him from the harsh weather. Since this 
woman was almost home and she had 
other coats anyway, she took off the one 
she was wearing, handed it to the man 
and dashed indoors!

She was glad that, despite the 
disruptions along her way, she managed 
to make it back on time. Then she 
waited. When the moment came that 
she expected the Lord to walk through 
the door, He did not appear. Rather, she 
heard His voice. God told her He enjoyed 
His visit. He thanked His hostess for the 
bread, the hot chocolate and the coat.

As we hurry through life, we shouldn’t 
be too busy to pay attention to the 
needs around us. We must not get so 
caught up in our everyday routine and 
goals that we miss the cries for help. 
Depression is on the rise in our society 
and many suicide notes indicate that 
the victims felt alone and without hope. 
It seems that many of those who take 
their lives do not necessarily want to die. 
Rather, they do not see any reason to 
continue with life the way it was. 

Let’s be sensitive to others. Someone 
may need a listening ear, a word of 
encouragement, a kind gesture, a 
helping hand, a prayer, love or a loaf 
of bread. Do not trample over people 
in a bid to reach your destination on 
time. You never can tell; that person 
you brushed aside may have been God, 
hungry.

GOD IS HUNGRY
with Koko Kalango

IMMIGRATION THROUGH INVESTMENT

BECOME A U.S. CITIZEN
THROUGH  A  REAL  ESTATE  INVESTMENT

Houston EB5 gives investors around the world the 

opportunity to invest in ground breaking real estate 

projects in Texas through the EB-5 Visa Program to 

receive Permanent Residency ‘Green Card’ in the United 

States. By Obtaining your Permanent Residency you are 

eligible to become a U.S. Citizen. The EB-5 Visa Program 

is administered by the United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS).

Houston EB5 has a 100% success rate on 
Green Card approvals and return of capital 
to investors. 

+234 8099001100

houstoneb5@3invest.co

3INVEST

Houston EB5   |   HoustonEB5.com  

2506 W. Main Street, Suite 500 Houston, Texas 77098 

info@HoustonEB5.com   |   +1 281.565.1067 
This advertisement is intended for general information purposes only. This does not represent on offer 
or solicitation to buy or sell any security. Investments are available to only qualified investors via a 
confidential offering memorandum.

Houston EB5’s current project, The Allen, features a luxurious hotel and 

condominiums, retail space and office buildings in the city of Houston

This project will create 2,271 new jobs, 50% more jobs than required

$500,000 USD minimum EB-5 investment

Simple and safe investor exit through the sale or refinance of the project 4 TOWERS AND 1 MID-RISE PAVILION
170 PREMIER HOTEL ROOMS

99 LUXURY CONDOS      
17 PENTHOUSES
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How did you end up in your current role as Quality 
Assurance Executive of Circa Non Pareil? 

I’ve been in the media and the service industry for 
over a decade. I’ve earned my stripes as a manager, a 
brand rep, which is how my current boss found me. And 
I know it’s my past and present work that has earned 
me my position at Circa. 

What does this role involve exactly?
Well as an executive brand for the upper class, Circa 

Non Pareil has the burden of maintaining a certain fine 
standard of service for our clients. As a quality assurance 
executive, it is my job to ensure that all things to do 
with the brand and the services we provide meet our 
high standards in order to please our esteemed clients. 
I’m tasked with ascertaining the current standard and 
constantly raising it so we remain one step ahead of our 
competitors. 

Tell us a bit about Circa Non Pareil? 
Circa Non Pareil is a combination of luxury, modern 

and minimalist ambience coupled with fine dining, 
lounge and bar services that give our clients a relaxed, 
executive experience. We are bent on providing a 
luxurious experience to all who come through our 
gates. 

When it comes to hospitality and lifestyle, the Lekki 
environs is a bit saturated, what makes Circa Non 
Pareil stand out?

Our style of service is what makes us unique. We 
offer the perfect blend of elite dining and a modern 
relaxation environment located by the ocean where 
our customers can take in the view from the multi-level 
space. We also have the restaurant, which is set on the 
ground floor; Circa Prive is a contemporary restaurant 
that specializes in fusion cuisine. The modern setting 
of the restaurant, offers our guests a high-end dining 
experience with a tranquil demure. Carefully curated 
ingredients have been combined to create the one-of-a-
kind meals found on our menu.

 There also is a terrace, which is accessible through the 
walkway, lined by the water fountain. The terrace is right 
by the ocean and guests get to experience outdoor 
dining. It is intended to be a relaxing space with views of 
the serene ocean. 

Our lounge is tucked in the middle floor of the multi 
level building; the lounge provides a nearly complete 
view of its surroundings. Guests can take in the view 
and enjoy the cozy atmosphere, while sipping on Circa’s 
signature cocktails prepared by our mixologist

 Lastly, the rooftop which has a view of Admiralty way, 
the Lekki - Ikoyi link bridge and the Atlantic ocean, is 
the most popular spot at Circa. It offers a grill and bar 

with Circa’s signature cocktails and top shelf liquors. 
Depending on the night, guests enjoy different genres 
of music from a DJ or live band.

What strategies have you employed in attracting the 
sort of clientele you want? 

That’s a trade secret, but among other things, the 
menu is inspired from different countries’ specialties and 
appeals to a diverse clientele. Our service and ambience 
has so far spoken volumes on our behalf. We have hired 
the best people available, training, motivating and 
encouraging them thereby retaining the friendliest 
most efficient staff possible. Our management team 
is comprised of individuals whose backgrounds 
confirms our customers will surely have the best Circa 
Experiences at all times.

 You recently launched the Circa Prive, how’s that 
going? 

Circa Prive was a big project for us, and we are excited 
to see that people are enjoying their experiences here. 
The positive feedback has been overwhelming and we 
are working towards maintaining that standard and 
improving on it. It has been an amazing journey so 
far. And it only promises to get better; this is what our 
projections are telling us.

 The uber minimalist ambience of Circa Prive gives 
a somewhat exclusive vibe. Was this a conscious 
decision and why?

In today’s world minimalism is the new luxury. Less is 
more. And that’s what we were going for with our decor. 
My personality is very sophisticated and absolutely 

connects with the encampment. Every successful 
business must adapt to and improve its environment; 
this is what makes Circa dynamic, and game changing.

In a world where lifestyle brands are rapidly moving 
towards pleasing the consumer, how has Circa Non 
Pareil been able to stick to its own rules. 

It’s a digital world, things change quickly without 
regard for whether we are ready or not. This goes for 
customer needs as well. There’s so much exposure so 
trends are constantly metamorphosing. It is a constant 
learning, unlearning, adapting, shifting, and innovating 
process. This is Circa Non Pareil, we have our rules and 
we stick by them, but never to the detriment of our 
clients needs. 

How has the Circa Non Pareil brand employed the 
power of social media with the aim of promoting its 
visibility?

We use social media to show a glimpse of the Circa 
Non Pareil lifestyle. Just tease people enough to want 
to come in and experience Circa for themselves. To tell 
you our exact strategy would be to level the playing 
field. This is business. But social media is integral to our 
business ecosystem and strategy. You can follow our 
instagrampage @circanonpareil and have a feel of the 
circa experience

On a general note, what are your observations on 
the hospitality and lifestyle industry in Lagos ?

There are so many choices, so many places emerging 
and joining the old ones. This is good because it 
makes the industry competitive. And competition can 
only improve one’s business. One must constantly 
audit services in order to make sure you’re ahead of 
competitors. So in terms of business, it’s booming 
and that is not only good for business owners but for 
customers as well. However its important to point out 
that service generally does need improvement, and 
maintaining the original standard which was introduced 
to customers from day one should be priority and 
Circa Non Pareil management takes that very seriously. 
I don’t think it’s just in Lagos to be honest, in the sub 
region, we do have a problem with customer service 
and employee training, and solving this would greatly 
improve our standing on a global scale. 

Where do you see the Circa Non Pareil brand in the 
next five years?

Where we are right now, is just a building block for 
the future. We will be the best lounge, restaurant, and 
rooftop bar in Africa for the upper middle class and 
the 1%. As I usually say, the opportunities at Circa are 
unending and we are on the journey to truly being 
parallel to none other!

Minutes with

DZIFA 
GRAY

Bars come and go in Lagos. Best can change to worst and back again 
between happy hours. A bad place can have a good night, and a good 
place can have a bad night, and most will have both over the course 
of a weekend. The qualities that make a place a can’t-miss for you 
might add up to a can’t-stand for your doppelgänger. And once you’ve 
been here long enough, your hard-won favourite will close or simply 
change, and you’ll need to find a new personal best. Regardless of this, 
there’s one new comer who has shown the ability to stand the test of 
time – Circa Non Pareil! Still in its infancy, the out-of-this-world yet 
minimalist ambience makes you always want to go back for another 
experience. 

In this interview with KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR, Dzifa Gray 
tells us why Circa Non Pareil is the number one rave of the moment.

My personality is very 
sophisticated and 

absolutely connects with the 
encampment. Every successful 
business must adapt to and 

improve its environment; this 
is what makes Circa dynamic, 

and game changing.
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DRESS CODE 
The Smart casual is one of the most common yet 

confusing dress codes. Its ambiguous nature makes 
it problematic when selecting an outfit. Here’s a list 
of guidelines on what you should be wearing and 
how to style them. Before starting to plan any outfit 
you should always consider these three things:

Where is the event held? If you haven’t been, look 
up the venue. You can judge a lot by its décor.

The demographic of attendees - who will be there?
Lastly, ask yourself whether what you’re wearing 

would be appropriate for another dress code. 
For example, if it is bordering on ‘cocktail’, then 
reconsider.

Casual

BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR
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Even the most bag-crazy among us 

has to admit it: there’s a limit to just 

how many we need. Unless you’re 

lucky enough to rule over major 

closet square footage, space is an 

issue, and stripping down to what 

you really need will feel refreshing. 

Well, we have done the work for you 

putting into consideration work, 

social, and travel obligations, and 

have settled on the only five styles 

you’ll ever need.

bags   
every 

woman 
should 

own

5
BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR

PALESA MAHBALA

GIVENCHY

PRADA
YUZEFI

BOTTEGA VENDETTA

JIMMY CHOO

SAINT 
LAURENT

CELINE

GUCCI

MULBERRY

GUCCI

CHRISTIAN 
LOUBOUTIN

HEREU

STAUD

NANA ADDO

TOSIN ADEGBITE
OG OKONKWO

ONO BELLO

The Crossbody 
bag
For weekends and off-duty 
events, it’s a treat to store 
the workbag in favour of 
something lighter. The 
crossbody style is perfect, 
and whether worn over the 
shoulder or across the trunk, 
it leaves hands blissfully free 
for more important things.

The everyday bag
The most basic building 
block of your bag collection 
should be a simple style 
smart enough for work but 
chic enough to make your 
most fashionable friend 
grin with approval. Before 
investing in one, consider 
your daily load, and make 
sure you pick a style that can 
accommodate it. 

The day Purse
Don’t fall prey to the 
trap of thinking a clutch 
only means pint-size 
and formal, acceptable 
only as an evening 
accompaniment to a 
cocktail dress. These 
days, clutches come 
large and ready to 
accommodate a wallet, 
a phone, a Kindle, and 
even a slim pair of flats. 

The evening 
CluTCh
There’s something 
undeniably off about 
trying to carry a big bag 
when you’re dressed to 
the nines. Pick a simple 
box style that fits only 
the necessities, and use 
it as an accent to any 
after-dark look.

The ToTe
The most practical 
style of handbag 
should be a roomy 
tote. The open-top 
shape comes in 
handy more than 
you’d think, from 
tagging along to 
the office every 
now and then to 
doubling as the 
smartest carry-on 
ever. 
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Giambattista 
Valli Drama 
to H&M 
Fast-fashion retailer H&M has teamed up with 
couturier Giambattista Valli for a collaborative release 
filled with lots of dreamy, extravagant tulle. Valli a 
master of the art of excess, known for his delectably 
over-the-top, jaw-dropping designs that have been worn 
by many A-listers created a collection of glamorous 
dresses with H&M which he debuted at Cannes 
amfARGala. The limited-edition designs were worn 
by  Kendall Jenner, Chiara Ferragni, Chris Lee and 
more. This  collab also marks Valli’sfirst foray into 
menswear.

The exclusive ‘pre-drop’ is now available in select 
stores and online while the full collection is slated 
for release on 7 November 2019. 

BY FUNKE BABS-KUFEJI  

DOUBLE  
DELIGHT  

Love ‘it or hate ‘it, the colour Yellow is here to 
stay which seems to be the exact message Ozinna 

Anumudu and Chioma Ikokwu are trying to send 
with this A line kneel length dress by Nigerian 

label LADY BIBA. Playing it safe, both fashionistas 
styled the piece in the most basic way possible.

        from the
Runway
  Real lifeto

MAI ATAFO  RED LACE DRESS

TEMI OTEDOLA

OJY OKPE

OZINNA ANUMUDU

CHIOMA IKOKWU

BY KONYE CHELSEA NWABOGOR
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Unlimited

GLO DAILY DATA SPLASH
EVERYDAY IS A GOOD DAY

Dial                  to subscribe777#
 

*

NATIONWIDE COVERAGE    FASTEST SPEED    BEST VALUE

YOUR NO.1 4G NETWORK 

Valid for 1 day.

DATA IS

OXYGEN
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