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Hear the Seventh: Half-Diminished or Fully Diminished?
Listen for the seventh above the given root. All chords are in root position. C4 = middle C.

Cover the upside-down key. Each item starts with the supplied root alone. Scan the QR code below to play each numbered item. Each chord plays
together, upward one note at a time, then together again. These are three presentations of the same chord. In paired items, A plays first; after a
pause, B plays. Each complete item repeats once. Open its “Check yourself” track after answering.

R O U N D  1  ·  C O M P A R E  O N  T H E  S A M E  R O O T

Hear chord A, then chord B. Write each quality: half or full.

1. Root B A: ______   B: ______ 2. Root D A: ______   B: ______

3. Root F A: ______   B: ______ 4. Root B A: ______   B: ______

R O U N D  2  ·  N A M E  T H E  Q U A L I T Y

Six shuffled chords. The root is supplied. Circle one quality per item.

5. Root D half / full 6. Root B half / full

7. Root F half / full 8. Root D half / full

9. Root B half / full 10. Root F half / full

R O U N D  3  ·  T R A C K  T H E  S E V E N T H

Hear A then B on the same root. Circle whether the seventh stays or rises one semitone. The lower three notes stay fixed.

11. Root F stays / rises 1 semitone 12. Root D stays / rises 1 semitone

13. Root E stays / rises 1 semitone 14. Root B stays / rises 1 semitone

Tr y  i t

Bank: half = half-diminished seventh; full = fully diminished seventh. Count semitones above the root: half = 0, 3, 6, 10;
full = 0, 3, 6, 9. Both share the same diminished triad. Hum the top note before replaying.
Listen: scan or visit tissimo.co/worksheets/ear-training-diminished-sevenths
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Answers · A → B; full / half as in the bank; actual sevenths below. C4 = middle C.

1. B: full → half
7th A♭ → A

2. D: half → full
7th C → C♭

3. F: full → half
7th E♭♭ → E♭

4. B: half → full
7th A → A♭

5. D: half
7th C

6. B: full
7th A♭

7. F: full
7th E♭♭

8. D: full
7th C♭

9. B: half
7th A

10. F: half
7th E♭

11. F: half → half
7th E♭ → E♭

stays

12. D: full → half
7th C♭ → C

rises one semitone

13. E: full → half
7th D♭ → D

rises one semitone

14. B: full → full
7th A♭ → A♭

stays


