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Thank You Lord for this day. Father even in the meditation of today’s Word I pray Lord that you’d speak to our hearts, 
anoint us afresh this morning, grant us O Lord the anointing which will teach us all things, which will lead us to all truth,  
which break the yoke over our lives of the enemy even as awe surrender ourselves to the authority of Your Word. To that 
end I pray that You’d bless and speak to us and anoint us and prepare us for the coming of the Lord even through the 
preaching of today’s Word. We thank You, we praise You, we give You glory, for in Jesus name we pray. Amen.  
 
One of the things I always try to do for myself many times even if I know a topic, I just go through it again, review it over 
and over again until it becomes a part of me. Reiteration is a part of learning and it is a very good habit to reiterate and 
to look at truth in different context so that it sinks in. The foundations, you know we have been looking at it since the 
inception of our church. Hebrews 6. We know the foundations. There are two parts in the foundation, the first part I put 
it as green, I hope you will be able to see it. We know there is repentance from dead works this is Hebrews 6:1-2. Second 
very important aspect of the foundation is faith towards God. The third aspect is baptisms, that is once we put our trust 
in Jesus, we have repented of our dead works, we surrender our lives and we obey God in the waters of baptism and 
also the fact that God empowers us with His Holy Spirit in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to empower us to be His 
witnesses. So, that also happens, that is also a very foundational, fundamental doctrine, we looked at it. The forth 
doctrine we looked at is the laying on of hands or submitting to spiritual authority so that one day God can impart a 
spiritual gift to you and that you will become a fruitful member in the body of Christ.  
 
See, perfection has two aspects, or rather three aspects; maturity in age where you have come of age and you are able 
to understand the concepts, the principle of the Kingdom of God. You are able to apply the things of the kingdom of 
God, that is maturity that you have grown up to a certain stature, where you understand spiritual truth and you are also 
able to apply it. That is one aspect of perfection. The other aspect of perfection is that you also lead a life which is 
blameless. You are not only mature at a level, you are also blameless in that you are able to round off all the corners in 
your life which are not according to the Word of God. That is the second aspect of perfection which we call as 
completeness. There is nothing lacking in your life in terms of spiritual progress. The third aspect of perfection is that 
you are also able to help others, in that you are able to find your place in the body of Christ and become a part of the 
body. So, when you become a part of the body, you are able to function in unison with the body. You take your place in 
the body of Christ and the gift God has given you, you are able to use that for the edification and for the blessing of 
others.  
 
So, these are the three aspects of perfection; when we talk about perfection, we talk about maturity, we talk about 
completeness and we also talk about taking our place in the body of Christ and being a help to others with the gift God 
has given us. So, the laying on of hands is essentially an impartation of gift for the ministry and it’s only done to those 
people who come under authority and have proven themselves to be consistently coming under authority so that when 
the laying on of hands happens, there is an impartation of a spiritual gift and use that for the edification of the body. The 
other two aspects of the foundation truths, I put it in red just to give it a kind of a contrast for us to understand, is 
resurrection from the dead and eternal judgment. Now, if you look at the first four, all these happen in what, read that 
word, ‘time’. You see that, this is happening in time.  
 

• Repentance from dead works 

• Faith towards God 

• Baptisms 

• Laying on of hands 
 
All these aspects, repentance, faith towards God, baptisms, laying on of hands, all these are connected to time, this side 
of eternity.  
 

TIME 



On the other side is of course eternal judgment and the resurrection from the dead and there is only one Person who 
has risen from the dead and that is the Lord Jesus Christ, all the others who rose from the dead also died, including 
Lazarus and everybody else, except the Lord Jesus Christ who is called the Firstborn from among the dead. That is the 
kind of resurrection that we will be a part of.  

• Resurrection from the Dead 

• Eternal Judgment 
 
 
So, that is going to happen in eternity and there is going to be eternal judgment for the kind of life that we have lived on 
this side of eternity, that is in time. Therefore, how we spend our time determines how we spend our eternity. Do you 
understand?  
 
Now, when we look at time, by the way time has again, in the Bible time has two constructs, two important aspects of 
time. What we call as Kronos and Kairos. We looked at it in several teachings, right? Kronos is chronological time, for 
example, we have fresh in our churches memory because we have sister Tanmaye and Tej getting married, they waited 
for ten years, that was Chronological time and then their moment came, that is the Kairos, where God intervened into 
their situation and changed the entire thing. So, the entire course of their lives changed. How they spend their 
chronological time determines how the kairological time can be redeemed. That is what we call as redeeming the time. 
Remember that verse in Ephesians 5, “Redeeming your time knowing that the days are evil.” So, how you spend on this 
side of eternity determines how you spend, that is how you spend your time, both your chronological time, the day to 
day life and the opportunities that God brings your way.  
 
For example, David was taking care of his father’s sheep and worshipping God in the wilderness. That is how he was 
spending his chronological time and one day the prophet came and intervened. That is the kairological time, and called 
him out. Then he went to the palace, he was faithful in the palace, and also, he was faithful with his father’s sheep, he 
was spending time again doing the will of God. He was spending time and he was working hard and one day again, that 
is how he was spending his chronological time and then one day God intervened through his father, He said, ‘Go and see 
your brothers are in the battle, see what they are doing and take them nice food.’ Jhunnu, how many of you like 
Jhunnu? That’s what the Bible says in Telugu, take Jhunnu, I don’t know what your brothers are doing, he takes nice 
curds and butter and everything and take all these breads some for your brothers and some for the commanders as well. 
So, that was the kairological time. So, he went into the battle field, that was the time when he looked at the 
opportunity, the fortieth day when Goliath comes and challenges Israel. That is how his destiny changes again. So, how 
you spend your time, that is your chronological time will determine how you redeem your kairological time. So, I’m just 
giving you an idea as to what it means. So, this is time and this is eternity’s timelessness. We have no idea what that 
means. It is impossible for us to envisage or even think about what it means to not be in time. So, I mean I understand 
because I studied engineering, so it is impossible for us to even think about it, because we have systems varying with 
time and when we have systems which are invariant, we call them time invariant systems. So, we studied systems which 
vary with time. So, time is a very important aspect in engineering.  
 
I want to tell you why I’m doing this especially this aspect. Two Sundays back we heard the sermon on Hell, ‘What The 
Hell!’ the title of the sermon was that and I was thinking about it and I took my time actually. I wanted to immediately 
teach on that but I took my time, I said you know what, ‘If Jesus preached so much on Hell and that is eternal judgment, 
it is eternal and He loved us so much and because He loved us so much and because He really didn’t want us to be 
spending our time on the other side of eternity without Him, He came. And He said, ‘If you do not believe in Me, the 
danger is, something else is waiting for you.’ Danger. If you read the Gospels, in John 3, Nicodemus comes to Jesus and 
you know Jesus gave him the entire thing upon being born again. And then even in that discourse He says, ‘The Son of 
Man did not come to condemn the world but that the world through Him might be saved for God so loved the world,’ 
and that is 3:16 we know that verse very well and just before 3:16 He gives this Old Testament equivalent of what the 
Cross means. He said, ‘Just as Moses put up the bronze serpent in the wilderness so that everybody who looked upon 
that bronze serpent were saved, so also the Son of Man should be lifted up and He is talking about the death that He is 
going to die on the Cross.  
 

ETERNITY 



Now, you should imagine this, I mean Derek Prince in one of his teachings, like Pastor was talking about the Cross, I 
heard Derek Prince so many times about the Cross and every time I listen to it, I get something new. He gives this very 
beautiful illustration of this bronze serpent. He talks about a picture in the London museum about this wilderness altar. 
And in that picture, all the people have been bitten by snakes now, fiery serpents have come and have bitten these 
people. Many people are dying and they come to Moses and they say, ‘Moses, Moses, do something about it,’ and 
Moses gives them a solution and everybody who looks upon the bronze serpent is healed. So, in that picture he says, 
‘There is a mother who is holding a baby in her hand, both of them have been bitten by a snake now and the mother she 
looks at the bronze serpent and she’s saved, she’s healed and she’s trying her level best to turn the face of the baby to 
look at the bronze serpent and you know how babies are, she says please my baby look, please look or you’re going to 
die.’  
 
That taught me a very important lesson, every time I can only change myself. When I listen to a sermon on Hell, I cannot 
say, ‘I have been a teacher and a preacher of the Word of God for such a long time, therefore I’m safe.’ No, I can’t say 
that first, I have to take that Word seriously and it has to convict my own soul first and then I have to implore with 
others like Paul says, like ambassadors of Christ we implore on Christ behalf be reconciled to Him. Now, it is ultimately 
your choice whether you really believe in Hell or not for you to turn towards the bronze altar and be saved. I mean think 
about holding a baby, ‘See baby, see,’ try it, try to make the baby look at something, but her mother is helpless, she has 
to make the baby see. So, that teaches a very important lesson. You can save yourself only, in other words, save yourself 
meaning, you can believe for yourself only and live a life and your life can convict others but they have to make a choice. 
It’s a tyranny of free will.  
 
So, how do we escape this, is the question that I was asking? And so what I do is that I read through the Gospels. So 
today I titled the meditation, ‘Redeem Your Time, Escape Hell.’ It is very important. Redeem your time and escape Hell 
because this is a very, very important lesson. The most loving thing that Jesus could preach on was preaching on Hell. 
Gehenna, hades, different words which is used, Sheol which is also the realm of the dead. You need to understand that 
judgment is forever and can never be revoked. There is no retake exam. All retakes can be done only on this side of 
eternity, that’s it. O God is the God of n-chances, where? Here, where? In time. Not there, He gives several chances and 
opportunities but all in time and if we do not make use of all make use of those opportunities and grab them with both 
of our hands, we will perish. It doesn’t matter you are a believer, unbeliever, you’ve been in church for such a long time 
and if you do not take these lessons seriously and walk with God, you will perish.  
 
So, today I just want to highlight a few attributes as to whenever Jesus preaches on Hell, he makes something very 
important, He asks for an attitude. So, if I have to escape Hell, I have to ask myself, ‘Lord do I have this attitude?’ That’s 
all, okay. So, let us look at few attitudes this morning, let’s read from Scripture. First Scripture, first attribute, humble  
yourself and repent. First, it starts from there. That’s the first, if you want to escape Hell, what do you do? Humble 
yourself and repent. Let’s read this, this is not my saying, let us go only through Scripture, let me be a liar and Jesus be 
true and therefore I’m going to speak so much from the Gospels this morning. Luke 10 
 
Luke 10:8-11 
8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets 
and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
God has come near.’ 
 
When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. This is something which all people who are called 
to ministry have to practice. Eat what is offered to you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, the kingdom of God 
has come near to you but when you enter a town and you are not welcomed go into the street and say even the dust of 
your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you yet be sure of this, the Kingdom of God has come near you. It has 
come near you. It has come near you, you have not entered into the Kingdom but in order to enter into the Kingdom, 
what should you do? Look at this, next verse. I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom. So, where is 
Sodom right now? In Hell. So you have to escape Hell. So, I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than 
for that town, woe to you Chorazin, woe to you Bethsaida, for if the miracle that were performed in you had been 
performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes and the next verse 



says, But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be 
lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.  
 
What is Hades? The realm of the dead, ultimately death and hades will be put into the lake of fire. So, the one attribute 
He says is, humble yourself and repent. How do we humble ourselves? Receive the Word of God with meekness. Don’t 
get offended at the Word. Failure to humble ourselves and God allow situations into our lives to humble us. If you were 
listening to the revelation series on Friday, one of the things that God asks us to humble ourselves, if we do not humble 
ourselves, He will humiliate us. It is very difficult. Arthur Katz he was a very famous evangelist and a Bible teacher. There 
was this Jewish lady who came to him who is an atheist, she heard of the testimony of this man who was a former 
atheist but she had a very bad disease, I think she was suffering from cancer or something, so she came to him and she 
said, ‘I heard about your testimony and I heard about your God’ etc. and she was looking for an answer for some prayer 
from him. You know what, he looked at her and he said ‘this is what the Lord gave me at that moment,’ he looked at 
that woman and he said, ‘How strong your Jewish pride is that it takes a suffering of this proportion to humble you.’ I 
mean I was listening to that and I was like which man of God will speak like this? How strong your Jewish pride is that it 
takes a suffering of this proportion to humble you that you will come to your knees and come to Jesus? Till now you 
were saying no, no I don’t want to come to Jesus.  
 
Naaman was an accomplished guy with all the accolades. Who gave all the victories to Naaman? The Lord gave, what 
does it take to humble such a man? Leprosy. Sometimes God allows situations into our lives to humble us. Look at the 
pride of this called Jonah. God says, ‘Go to Nineveh.’ ‘I will not go to Nineveh.’ Where is he now? On the way to Tarshish, 
goes to the deepmost part, I mean he takes the lower most deck, somebody told me they were going on a cruise ship 
now, very soon they will be travelling in a cruise ship, they are going on a cruise, it’s the Atlantic cruise they are going.  
So, they booked their hotel rooms on the cruise ship, what they do is, they take the lower most deck first, all the lower 
most decks get filled up first. You know why? Because you experience less seasickness in the lower most deck but even 
as you go higher you get dizzy. You should understand it is not easy to be in the sea, it is not so romantic when you see 
these cruise ships because I’m not joking. I was on a cruise ship for about two hours from San Francisco Bay area to 
Golden gate bridge one round like this. We had a banquet, it was a conference banquet. So, I was super excited, I 
entered into the ship, the moment I sat down, it started wobbling, I began to feel disoriented, already I was disoriented, 
I started to feel seasick. I mean it’s such a slow-moving ship. So, Jonah said, ‘I don’t want to be seasick, I will go to the 
lowest deck and fall asleep, I will not vomit.’  
 
It is interesting, he does not want to vomit, ultimately the whale vomits him out. It is strange. So, he is there down and 
there’s a storm, everybody is crying out to their own gods, Jonah is fast asleep and he is like I want to sleep, I don’t care . 
He knows it, that sleep is not a normal sleep. And then one guy has to come and say, ‘What do you mean you sleeper? 
Call upon your God.’ He says, ‘I don’t have to call upon my God. The reason for this storm is me. Thrown me down, I am 
not going to go to Nineveh.’ So, one natural submarine comes, that’s what we call as a whale, natural submarine 
because otherwise if you don’t have any other submarine under pressure, you will die. It takes you where? To the 
depths of the ocean and from there on which day? The third day. What calamity that the Lord has to allow into our lives 
to humble us, so that we will come to our senses and we lay aside our prejudices and say, ‘Lord here I am I surrender’?  
 
Sickness - to humble you, failure - to humble you, success to others to whom you thought do not deserve - to humble 
you. I’m not joking. My colleague, I mean my class mate in my Bachelors, that fellow used to ask me hundred questions, 
I was OU third rank, Osmania University, and this fellow used to be like ‘Vijay can you tell me this,’ and he finished Ph.D. 
five years ahead of me and he became the associate professor of a top school in Canada and I was still scrapping through 
my Ph.D. and he said ‘Vijay, do you want an admission in my lab?’ What was I doing? I was a busboy in a restaurant. You 
know what a bus boy is right? These are all euphemisms to illustrate a resume. Bus boy means cleaning the plates, 
taking the plates, putting it in the sink. That is humble pie, so that you can be kicked out of Canada and come and fall in 
GTC. So, God will allow failures which are colossal in your life to humble us, so, what do you do? Humble yourself and 
repent. It is difficult for Jonah to repent, like Pastor was talking about the efficient church to repent is very difficult and 
the Corinthian church to repent is very easy, for Nineveh to repent is very easy, for Jonah to repent very difficult. So, the 
more religious you become and the more you are used of God, it will become more difficult for you to repent unless and 
until you and until you continue in the attitude of humility. God was telling me, let not your preaching and your teaching 
and all the sermons that you preach give you an aura that you are different from the others, no. So, what does Jonah 



do? He goes to Nineveh and look at what the Ninevites do, he was not expecting them to repent. Look at what it says, 
this is the NIV translation.  
 
Jonah 3:3-9 
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days to go 
through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put 
on sackcloth. 
6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself 
with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king 
and his nobles: 
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and animals 
be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 
Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 
 
Jonah obeyed God after a lot of dealing, this is not easy obeying. Don’t obey God like this, after a lot of dealing, breaking  
your bones and finally in ICU you said, ‘Lord I obey,’ what is the use, after that you don’t have any life to live for God 
now. Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days to 
go through it. Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overthrown.” I think he was very happy to preach that message because he was not expecting them to repent. The 
problem is, for Jonah, not for God, Ninevites believed God, I like that word ‘believed God’ and what did they do? They 
proclaimed a fast. What do you do while fasting? You humble yourself. So, in order to escape Hell, one of the things that 
you often do is humble yourself through fasting. From the greatest to the least they put on sackcloth. When Jonah’s 
warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth 
and sat down in the dust. This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do 
not let people or animals, even the dog is not going to eat herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 
8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Look at the urgency. Let 
them give up their evil ways and their violence. Who knows. I’m telling you honestly, no guarantee because repentance 
is a gift from God. So, don’t say one day I will repent for sure, just before I’m going to die, I’m going to repent. It is not 
going to happen.  
 
Humble yourself, make it a practice, regularly, fasting, seeking the face of God and saying, ‘Lord I humble myself.’ How 
do you know that you are humble? It doesn’t matter who says something to you, you take it for whatever it’s worth, see 
if it applies to you and say, ‘Lord, if this is true in my life, I want to change, I want to humble myself.’ That’s the first 
thing, start from there if you want to escape Hell, be humble because Hell is full of proud people. Look at the rich man, 
“Can you ask Lazarus to go please,” from there also he is king, even in Hell he is king. Can you ask Lazarus, what, he’s a 
Jonny on the spot or what? Can you ask him to bring, can you ask him to go? If somebody goes from the dead my 
brothers will not come. You see, Hell is full of bitter, proud, egotistic, narcissist, full, I mean they will have eternal chains 
I’m told.  I don’t know how you imagine that, eternal chains. Pastor was talking about Hell, whether we will be looking at 
Hell all eternity. Derek Prince actually talks about it, he says, ‘I believe we will be able to see Hell all eternity because 
God will always leave a witness as to what is going to happen to people who rebel against His authority and you will 
thank God that although you were a rebel, He humbled Himself and took your place and on the Cross, your old man, 
that rebel, that incorrigible fellow, what happened to him? He was put to death.’  
 
So, attribute number one, say that humble yourself and repent every time you receive the Word. So, how do we do that, 
be slow to speak, quick to hear, slow to get angry because the anger of man will not produce the righteousness of God, 
therefore laying aside all malice and filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness receive with meekness the engrafted Word 
which is able to save your souls and don’t just be hearers of the Word but be doers also otherwise you will deceive 
yourself. That is the first thing.  
 
Attribute number two, this is Jesus’ Word, don’t be upset with me, I’m just going to read only the Gospels. Attribute 
number two, here and there I’m going to pepper it with Old Covenant because it is always good not to forget the Old 
Covenant. Attribute number two, be radical with sin and never take it lightly. When you read that, this is an honorable 



estate, this should not be enter into lightly or unadvisedly but reverently, discretely and in the fear of God. What is that? 
Marriage. So, there should not be any lightness towards sin because it took the Son of Man who is God Himself to be 
crucified on the Cross. So, sin was so serious. So, our attitude toward sin will actually tell us how serious we are about 
our salvation and redemption because he who is born of God the Bible says in 1 John 3 will not go on sinning because 
His seed remains in him, he cannot go on sinning. So, don’t take sin lightly, be radical. How do we do it? We go to the 
root of every problem and pluck it out. This is what it says in Jeremiah 1:10 as to how radical we should be with sin. 
Jeremiah 1:10 
 
Jeremiah 1:10 
10 See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull down, to destroy and to 
throw down, to build and to plant.” 
 
See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms. Everybody say root out, number one, count it. Pull 
down, destroy, throw, build, plant. How many negatives? Four. How many positives? Two. Two to one, pulling out, 
destroying all these things is two. In other words God will have to go to the root of the issue and to pluck it out from 
there. So, what is causing this? For example, why am I sinning in the same area over and over again? Is it because I am in 
an addiction cycle, am I addicted, do I have the spirit of alcoholism, or do I have the spirit of lust or there is the spirit of 
pornography, do I need deliverance? You need to ask those questions if you are serious about it. Somebody said, 
deliverance is for the desperate but I just kind of paraphrased it, I say deliverance is to the humble. Like the Canaanite 
woman, ‘You call me anything, as long as I get my deliverance. I don’t mind.’ Understand this, be radical with sin. Look at 
what it says the false prophets do.  
 
Jeremiah 8:11 
11For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of My people slightly, saying, Peace, peace!’ when there is no peace. 
 
For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of My people how, slightly saying what, peace, peace, when there is 
absolutely no peace. That guy has not dealt with the problem. For example a person comes and say Pastor I’m having a 
financial problem in my life, please pray for me for my financial breakthrough and Pastor will say, ‘Okay I will pray for 
your financial breakthrough, but I want to ask you these questions, do you pay your tithe first thing, do you owe any 
man anything second thing, do you pay your taxes third thing, are you honest with money fourth thing?’ ‘Pastor fifth 
one,’ what is that? ‘None of the above.’ Fail. You will never get your breakthrough. No shortcuts, God will not take you 
through the short cuts, if you try a short cut you will lose time. Understand this. Matthew 5, how radical one has to be 
with sin and the connection with Hell. This is Jesus’ own words Matthew 5 and how radical we have to be with sin. Verse 
27 
 
Matthew 5:27-30 
27“You have heard that it was said to those of old, You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever 
looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to 
sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your 
whole body to be cast into Hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more 
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into Hell. 
 
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at 
a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. He’s already done it. And then it goes on 
to say therefore,If your right eye what should you do causes you to sin or stumble. Other translations will use the word 
stumble, what should you do?Pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your 
members perish, than for your whole body to be cast where? Into Hell. These are not my words; this word is again 
Gehenna again. So, if you are not serious about it, about dealing with sin especially in the day and age when we have 
people get addicted to pornography when they are like what five years old, six years old, seven years old, twelve years 
old are addicted to pornography these days now, they are addicted and nobody told them about it. They are twenty-
four by seven on their gadgets and you think you have something called as kid lock and you think your kids are not 
smart? They are smarter than you. They have access to things that you cannot even imagine. I mean Solomon had access 
to nine hundred women but he had to go to every woman. Nowadays, you can be in a chatroom, one individual in a 



virtual chatroom with hundred women. What is it going to do to your soul? It is going to fragment your soul because the 
Bible says he who is joined with a harlot is one flesh with her. She is going to take away one part of you because he who 
commits adultery sins against his own body the Bible says. So, what do you do? You be radical. I’m struggling with this 
area, so what do you do, what are you doing about it? How do you keep yourself busy from morning till evening or you 
are whiling away your time doing nothing? Very important, men have to work. Like Pastor was saying yesterday, men 
will die early if they don’t work. I was like stunned, I said, wow, that is true. I was going a lot of health videos these days 
and one doctor said, “Sitting is the new smoking, if you keep on sitting and have no physical activity, you will die early of  
cancer because nowadays men we don’t do physical work, our works are desk jobs. So be radical because it is a question 
of Heaven and Hell. So, I can tell you all this and Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:27 
 
1 Corinthians 9:27 
27But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become 
disqualified. 
 
He says, after having preached to others I myself will be a castaway if I do not beat my body and beat it into subjection, 
making yourself accountable. Until Sam got married, he made me his accountability partner, I used to get his history 
every time. I mean think about it, are you serious about it? You have to talk about these things because children, I mean, 
I’m talking about young men and women, they cannot look at another woman without objectifying her, boy and girls, 
boys these days, the kind of clothing that they have. I was visiting one of my relative’s home, I don’t want to mention 
the names. One of his nieces came to visit him that day, that girl was wearing a top with two holes on the shoulder here 
and here and my co brother he looked at it and said, what is that? Did it tear over there? No, uncle it is new fashion. 
What, to expose your body is new fashion. I was in IIIT for eight years, every year the T-shirts become tighter and the 
skirts become shorter. It is unbelievable how we have objectified this generation. Their eyes are full of adultery the Bible 
says in 2 Peter 3.  
 
So, what do we do? You have to deal with it with an iron fist. I’m telling you, if you don’t deal with this, like Balak was 
very scared of Israel. Israel was winning battle after battle, they came to the shores of Moab now, they are in the 
outskirts of Moab, Balak is like scared now. He says, ‘You know what, I can’t do anything with these people, the only way 
I can win this war is if I do some kind of witchcraft against them.’ So, he hires Balaam, he says, ‘Balaam, Balaam, please 
Balaam, do one thing, curse this people for me.’ So, Balaam is trying every vantage point, sacrifice on one vantage point, 
second vantage point, third vantage point, fourth vantage point. Nothing is happening. You know what He says, “I don’t 
see any iniquity in Jacob.” So, there is no divination, there is no sorcery, there is no witchcraft that can happen against 
God’s people as long as you are in Christ. But what happens? Every man is deceived or rather driven away, when he is 
driven by his own lust and he is enticed. So, he says, you know what, I’ve been looking from all these vantage points, one 
of the things I know, these children of Israel, their men are full of lust. Do one thing, send your Midianite women and let 
them do a choreography, automatically, the curse of God will come upon them. This is the teaching of Balaam. Look at 
what it says in Numbers 25 
 
Numbers 25:1-2  
1Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They 
invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods.  
 
Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. They invited 
the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate, you know this eating business and bow down to their gods. 
I just wrote this down. The table from which you eat determines your attitude towards sin, the false prophets during 
Ahab’s time ate from Jezebel’s table. God was the one who fed Elijah, two meals at Cherith, one meal in Zarephath and 
he was been fed by God. Now, he’s become solid in his spirit. So, what does he do when he brings down fire from 
heaven? He takes the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, takes the knife and slaughters them. Did you know that? I 
mean can you imagine the kind of strength that man had. Everybody is watching, look man no hands. So, the people ate. 
So, I was thinking the diet that was prescribed for John the Baptist was locust and honey. How many of you say when 
you see a locust looks very tempting and tasty? If you want to dip you want to dip with honey. Our man Stanley, he 
makes some beautiful nice dips, think about those dips and those chicken nuggets that you have, and you dip and eat. 
Locusts dip is honey, fried locusts nice dipped in honey. I got my protein, I got my carbs. What do you need? Protein and 



carbs. I don’t know from where he got the fiber? I think it was in the locusts. I don’t know, I’m not sure because locusts 
eat grass, so maybe from there he got his fiber. The Bible say, the Word of the Lord circumvented all these people and 
came to John the Baptist where? In the wilderness and what did he tell? He went and confronted the sin of everybody. 
He told everybody irrespective of your social status, or your religious status; you are normal people, you generation of 
vipers. That is Luke 3. You are Pharisees and Sadducees, you generation of vipers. He goes to the political class and he 
says, Herod, it is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife. You see, prophets they dealt with sin vigorously. So, 
what happens in Numbers 25? These people have gone, they have committed adultery with the Midianite women and 
they are bringing this plague in to the camp and who comes? Psalm 106 
 
Psalm 106:28-31 
28 They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices made to the dead.29 Thus they provoked Him to anger 
with their deeds, and the plague broke out among them.30 Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague 
was stopped.31 And that was accounted to him for righteousness to all generations forevermore. 
 
They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices made to the dead.Thus, they provoked Him to anger with 
their deeds, and the plague broke out among them. Then Phinehas stood up. Moses and all were weeping, they didn’t 
know what to do. Phinehas is like, what are you doing. He took the spear and he dealt with the sin. That is what I call 
radical dealing with sin, cannot excuse it. If somebody says, you know what, this is what I see in you and you say, ‘Lord, I 
don’t want excuses.’ I see sloppiness in you, say, ‘Lord I don’t want to excuse sloppiness.’ I see in discipline in you, I say, 
‘Lord I don’t want to excuse indiscipline.’ I see wasting of time in you, ‘Lord I want to deal with this radically.’ 
Understand this, because eternity is at stake. Daniel one thing he said, that food is going to determine my choices. So 
what do I need? I will eat only vegetables. Vegetables are good enough for me.  
 
Proverbs 23:1-3 
1When you sit to dine with a ruler, note well what is before you, 2 and put a knife to your throat if you are given to 
gluttony. 3 Do not crave his delicacies, for that food is deceptive. 
 
The horse leech has twin daughters. What are the names of the daughters? Give me! Give me! In other words they never 
say, ‘It is enough’. Think about it. In our culture as well, we like to serve a heap full of rice like a mountain, and then we 
serve the curry and say, ‘Don’t give me gravy. Only meat. Lots of meat.’ And then another mountain of rice. I mean, for 
us, we have three meals a day. And we also supplement with what we call as snacks. We should have regular snacks. Our 
whole life is what to eat, what to cook for the next meal.  
 
In my grandmother’s home (I am not saying that you should not eat healthy and all, but) they are very particular as to 
what to eat on a particular day. ‘Today the fish market is closed! What are we going to eat?’  I am like, ‘Okay? What is 
the big deal?’ they are so worried, ‘What are we going to eat?’ it is a program for them every day in the morning. When 
mothers get up in the morning their entire life is cooking and cooking and cooking. (My mother is not here so I can take 
some liberty). My mom said recently, ‘Vijay, whenever you come to my home, please cook and come. I am tired of 
cooking now. I have cooked and cooked and cooked and cooked for you guys.’ My father also is very particular about his 
tiffins and breakfast and everything. Rotis, Idly, dosa with chutney, and that too the chutney has to be in a particular 
texture; the proportion of the coconut has to be more and putnalu (pulses) has to be less. If the ration is gone he will 
just make a comment and that comment is enough for women. He just has to say, ‘Why is it different today?’ the wife, 
‘What happened to my food?!’ immediately that comes out from the wives, ‘Who is this man that dares…’   
 
So understand this. I told you right? It is like cows having grass. That fellow in the morning he takes the dry hay and puts 
it in the trough. So what does the cow do? Eat all that hay. Then he releases the cow and they go to the fields, acres and 
acres of land they will eat. Come back home in the evening and the fellow will serve them dry hay again. The whole day 
they eat and the cow says, ‘Now I am full. Now whatever I have eaten I will bring it out and continue eating.’ We are like 
that, people given over to appetites. We never say that it is enough. You may not relate to food these days but Data? GB 
and GB data you are consuming. 
 



Proverbs 5:3-8 
3 For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey, and her mouth is smoother than oil; 4 But in the end she is bitter as 
wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 5 Her feet go down to death, her steps lay hold of hell. 6 Lest you 
ponder her path of life— Her ways are unstable; You do not know them. 7 Therefore hear me now, my children, (I just 
want to hear the tone of the voice with which God is speaking to His children. “Do not go down that path, please!” if you 
can hear the Spirit behind the letter) and do not depart from the words of my mouth. 8 Remove your way far from her, 
(Run away! Flee temptation) and do not go near the door of her house, 
9 Lest you give your honor to others, and your years to the cruel one; (What is happening? You are wasting the time and 
not preparing for eternity. Your years are gone.) 10 Lest aliens be filled with your wealth, and your labors go to the 
house of a foreigner; 11 And you mourn at last, when your flesh and your body are consumed, 
12 And say: “How I have hated instruction, and my heart despised correction! 
 
Be like Phinehas, deal with sin. Don’t be like Saul, don’t tolerate Agag. I mean think about it, he tolerates Agag and calls 
Agag. You know what Agag has? He has got smoke on his face now. ‘Oh,’ he says, ‘this time has passed. Nothing is going 
to happen to me.’ Not with Samuel. I mean you don’t deal with Agag, your descendants have to deal with Agag later on.  
Mordecai tells Esther, ‘Esther, what is wrong with you? You are staying in the palace and eating three meals a day and 
you are becoming a little insensitive to what is happening to other. Your sharpness is gone; you are losing your spiritual 
edge. What is wrong with you?’  
 
So attribute no. 2 – deal with sin severely. Offer the instruments of your body as instruments of righteousness. 
Attributes 

1. Humble yourself and repent 
2. Deal with sin severely. And if anybody points out your sin kiss their feet, because they have saved your soul from 

hell.  
3. Practice the fear of the Lord.    

All these are in connection with hell – how do I escape hell. My entire motive is that. That is my motive, I don’t know 
about yours, but my motive is, ‘Lord, I don’t want to reach hell.’ If you want to go you can go.  
 
Matthew 10:27-28 
27 “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. 28 And do 
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell.   
 
And therefore what should you practice? Practice the fear of God and do not be subject to the fear of man. Why? The 
fear of man brings a snare, a trap. What will others think? So how do you know that you have the fear of God?  
 
Proverbs 16:6 
6 In mercy and truth atonement is provided for iniquity; (I love that; it is just not in mercy, and it is just not in truth. It is 
both) and by the fear of the Lord one departs from evil.  
 
This is what I do, every time I get a new truth from the Bible I read through the Gospels or read through the New 
Testament with that new truth that I learnt. It is not a new truth per se but it is new for me. And when I go through with 
that in mind it makes so much of sense to me. So many things make sense to me now. Every salt should be seasoned 
with fire. In other words, if your salt should not lose its savor what should God do? If He has to increase savor He has to 
send fire. I was thinking about it and I was like, ‘Boy! That is the reason why God sends fiery trials so that you have more 
salt in your system.’    
 
6 In mercy and truth atonement is provided for iniquity; and who provides that atonement? Jesus Christ on the Cross He 
brings these two together; the uncompromising standards of God and the unfailing love of God. And unstoppable force, 
an immovable object, they come together. Where? On the Cross. And by the fear of the Lord one departs from evil. Do 
you have the fear of God? Natural man does not have the fear of God. To escape hell, have the fear of God. Look at 
another verse before we try to understand this a little more, 
 



This is when all the lightening and the thunder are happening and the people say, ‘Let not God speak to us. Moses, only 
you speak.’ Etc, 
Exodus 20:20 
20 And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so 
that you may not sin.” 
 
It is not that you will not sin, but that you may not sin. In other words, believers don’t have to sin. You need to 
understand that – you don’t have to sin. Couple more verses from Proverbs, so many things that we can look at, 
 
Proverbs 3:7-8 
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, and strength to 
your bones. 
KJV will use the words ‘health to your naval and marrow to your bones.’ 
 
Naval is that center part of your body from where rivers of living water are supposed to flow. And marrow is that part of 
your body from which life has to be generated; new blood is generated in your marrow. Life is generated from your 
marrow and livings waters go from your naval. So if you have a healthy naval and life flowing through your body, what 
do you do? Do not be wise in your own eyes. ‘This is what I think’ did you enquire of the Lord?  
 
God was talking to me, I was thinking about so many options, ‘I want to do this, I want to do this, I want to do that.’ One 
thing when I was walking down the street the Lord told me, “Did you ask of Me? Did you enquire of Me? What do you 
want to do with your children? Did you ask of Me?” I was planning, ‘This is what I want to do with my elder one. This is 
what I want for my second one and this for the third one. These are my plans.’ “Did you ask of Me?” I was like, ‘No Lord, 
I am planning Lord.’ “Plan? Plan, plan, plan. You will be worried and that worry can be seen by your wife.” ‘Why are you 
so concerned?’ ‘I am planning.’ ‘What are you planning?’ 
 
Think! I mean I was stunned when we were studying the three stages of the spiritual walk - the baby stage, the young 
man and the father stage. What is the one thing about the father? What was the lesson that we learnt from there? That 
God is the Alpha and the Omega of every decision of yours. That is what He told Peter, ‘Peter, when you were young you 
went wherever you wanted to go. You did whatever you wanted to do and whatever you liked you did. But now when 
you are going to grow older you will go to places where you don’t want to go, to people whom you don’t like and do the 
things that you don’t like to do.’  
 
The fear of the Lord; don’t be wise in your own eyes. Think about it! What we do with our children, what we do with our 
spouses, what we do with our careers and our finances, our decisions that we make on a day-to-day basis do we factor 
in God? Or do we just do it by intuition? Born to failure. That is what Abraham and Sarah intuited; ‘My intuition tells me 
that God has restrained me.’ and they created an Ishmael. 
 
Proverbs 8:13 
13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse mouth I hate. 
 
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. That word ‘hate’ is very, very, descriptive. It is like when you walk through a Sulabh 
complex (where human excreta are recycled) how do you feel? Disgust. That is what he is talking about. The disgust, you 
should have that kind of aversion towards it. It is very descriptive. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. What is evil? Pride, 
arrogance. What brings arrogance? Currency. Pride, arrogance and evil way and the forward mouth.  
Now think about it, currency brings arrogance. You put a dollar and a 10 rupees note, which one will you choose? 1 
dollar. Understand this, you have to hate evil. That is the reason why the Bible says – He loved righteousness and He 
hated iniquity. And therefore how did He pray?  
 
Hebrews 5:7-8 
7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to 
Him who was able to save Him from death, (why? because if He sins He will also die and there will be no redemption for 



man, both for Himself and for man) and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He 
learned obedience by the things which He suffered.   
 
You know what? Your prayers tell us, whenever you pray we know whether this man or this woman fears God or not.  
I am telling you, your prayer if it is coming from the depths of your heart, your prayer is a window to your soul and it will  
tell us whether you really fear Him or not. It has to be learnt, it has to be taught.  
 
Proverbs 2:1-5 
1My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, 2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, 
and apply your heart to understanding; 3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, 
4 If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, 
and find the knowledge of God.  
 
Fear of the Lord is a huge thing. But one aspect I want to leave with you is that it is connected to hell. Have the fear of 
the Lord. The natural man has no fear of the Lord. And the Bible says, both the thieves on the Cross, one guy is reviling 
Jesus and the other guy is saying, ‘Don’t you fear God? We are almost near the portals of hell, close to the portals of 
hell.’ Two fellows have been given one opportunity in time, one Kairos moment in their lives, equal opportunity. One 
guy said, ‘Lord, remember me.’ and do you know what Jesus said? “Today you shall be with Me in paradise.” That is 
lottery, in one day. One guy went to hell and one guy chose the fear of the Lord. He said, ‘Don’t you fear God? Master, 
please remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.’ With that his destiny changed. One moment in his life, the 
fear of God kept him out of hell.  
Understand this.  
Attribute no.4     

• Don’t be a stumbling block to the weaker brother 
 
Now again you are talking about hell, right? I am studying this and I am studying this for myself. Why is this important? 
Why am I studying this? It is because I want to stay out of hell. So what are the attributes and the attitudes that I need 
to practice? What do I need to ensure that is part of my character so that I will not be a part of that eternal judgment 
which is irrevocable?  
 
Matthew 18:6-9 
6 “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were 
hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of offenses! 
For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! What are these offenses? To become a 
stumbling block to the little children.  
So what should you do? In order not to be a stumbling block what should you do? Jesus gives the answer in the very 
next verse. 
8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or 
maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to 
sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to 
be cast into hell fire. 
 
This is in context of being a stumbling block to a weaker brother. Now I will give you an example. One example from my 
own life. Way back in 2009 Christopher Nolan made a movie, a series called the ‘Dark Night’ series of the Batman. And 
those were the most depressing movies. Very disturbing, depressing movies and those days I was not a pastor, 
thankfully. I was not a worship leader. So I went to IMAX with my wife those days we didn’t have children so we used to 
just take off for night outs. That is the beauty of not having children, now we don’t have all those privileges. So we were 
there in the Dark Night movie and we watched the whole movie and I was so depressed after the movie, I was so 
shocked. I saw the movie and I was like, ‘Oh my goodness. This is a crazy movie man. And we just walked out and one 
brother just looked at me and he said, (I am just paraphrasing) ‘Brother Vijay, hallelujah.’ Just imagine, ‘Hallelujah 
brother,’ in IMAX. Where are you? In IMAX. What are you doing? ‘Hallelujah brother! Praise the Lord brother! How are 
you brother?’ Can you even come to terms with it? You can’t. It is very difficult to vomit out ‘Hallelujah’ in IMAX for sure.  
 



I was thinking about it – worship leader and Dark Night. What a combination! What are we supposed to do? Come on a 
Sunday morning and lead worship, ‘Come on brother! Exalt the name of the Lord! Praise Him.’ And then you are coming 
out of the movie theatre depressed. What are you? You are a stumbling block, you took your feet and your hands and 
your eyes to the movie and that brother will say, ‘If the worship leader of GTC can watch Dark Night. Then I have the 
license.’  
 
You wouldn’t believe it, I was in Wonderla. In the swimming pool and all kinds of people dancing to all kinds of music. I 
went into the water I was nicely swimming and I bumped into somebody and the fellow got up and he said, ‘Hello 
pastor. How are you?’ I was like, ‘Oh! Where did I see you?’ ‘Pastor, Warangal, you came for our youth meeting.’ Thank 
God the music had already stopped and I was only taking a dive. Think about it, what would have happened if I was in 
any other place? You sanction it. You become a stumbling block. You will embolden somebody else’s compromise. It 
may not affect you but it has affected the weaker brother. Parents, by making a decision not to watch movies, you do 
not know what kind of a shield you are placing around your children.  
 
Why? It is because for Christ these little ones are very precious. And if you cause one of these to stumble you will go to 
hell. So what do I do? God has given me three precious children in my life, may I never be a stumbling block to them. If 
they look at me they should say, ‘With all the frailties and the failures of my dad one thing is for sure – he loves Jesus. He 
fears God. He honors God. He loves Church. He loves the Word. One thing cannot be taken away from him.’ 
I should be able to look into the eyes of my children, when they grow up and say, ‘By any chance, in my life, was I a 
stumbling block to you? Did I make any decision which dishonored God, before you?’ 
 
The Bible says that children are very precious and their angels have continuous access to God. So when I make decisions 
for anybody I get tensed. I have some students in my school, if I make a decision for them it eats me up, because I know 
that souls have been entrusted into my hands. Because I am a pastor they will trust me more, saying, ‘Okay, pastor said.’ 
Etc, etc, etc. be very careful, do not be a stumbling block. So if you have to give up movies, give up. Throw that stupid 
box out. Cut it out.  
 
I always tell children in the youth meeting, I say, ‘You know what? Jesus says that whenever you eat something you have 
to pray. If you say, ‘Lord I thank You Father for this food. I receive it with thanks giving.’ So when you pray it is sanctif ied 
and it is made holy and when you eat it, it nourishes you. You have to do that with food and whatever comes into your 
mind. Let’s say you go to a movie theatre. You sit with your popcorn and your pepsi, ‘Lord, I thank You Lord for this 
movie. Bless this movie and sanctify it in the name of Jesus.’ Can you ever say that? Suddenly one Ganesha (Hindu idol) 
will come on the screen. You can’t say it. 
 
I was listening to a podcast which Brother John sent, a 2 and half hour podcast. That was one of the most powerful 
podcast I’ve heard in a long time. Boy! He talks about how radical we have to be with sin. You can’t take these things 
lightly. There is a generation which is at stake. If we take these things lightly we go to hell and we take our children also 
to hell. Our decisions, my dear brothers, will impact the lives of our children. Let me tell you something, Lot took his 
entire household into Sodom and only Lot escaped. Everybody else is gone. Only Lot remained and everybody else was 
gone. Madam Lot became a pillar of salt, Lot escaped but his children are gone; they created a Moab and an Amon. They 
are gone. And the Bible says, ‘Moab is My washbasin, I spit upon it.’ So what does the Bible say?  
 
1 Corinthians 8:9-10 
9 But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. 10 For if anyone sees 
you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat 
those things offered to idols? 
 
For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating at IMAX, all idols right, even at IMAX? Rebel Star. Power star, Mega 
star, super star. Everybody is a star over there. I will tell you something, do you know who is a really star? The stars are 
the pastors to lead the church, who are in the hands of God; the seven stars.  They are the stars. Not all these stars. They 
are all fake. They have no convictions in their lives. They will do all the social work and have 30 women in their lives. 
They are diverse at will.  
 



1 Corinthians 10:23 
23All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify. 
 
Only those things that build and edify the other brother is what is needed in my life and also for the others. That is the 
lesson that I have learnt. I do not know about you. If I have to escape hell let me never become a stumbling block to a 
weaker brother, in speech and in action.  
 
John 17:17-19 
 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 
world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 
 
So what are the four things that we’ve learnt? The four attributes: 

1. Humble yourself and repent 
2. Be radical with sin and never take it lightly 
3. Practice the fear of God 
4. Don’t be a stumbling block for the weaker brother 

And the next one is, 
5. Attitude towards an irritable brother 

 
Close your eyes and think ‘irritable person’, the first person that comes into your mind is the irritable brother. I mean we 
are talking about irritable brother and hell; I am talking about how to escape hell. My point here is this, understand – 
hell, how to escape hell. 
 
Matthew 5:21-22 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of 
the judgment.’ (Not yet hell fire, okay. Hell-fire is a very interesting place, very interesting things are mentioned about 
hell-fire.) 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause (by the way the words ‘without a 
cause’ does not appear  in the NIV translation, NASB, ESV translations do not have the words ‘without a cause’. That is a 
little more dangerous I feel, that means you can’t be angry at all) shall be in danger of the judgment. (Anger without a 
cause is equal to murder). And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. (the word for 
council is Sanhedrin and raca means ‘empty headed’ meaning brainless fellow. So if you call a brother brainless fellow 
you will be in danger of the Sanhedrin. Not here, but there are 70 elders in Heaven. I don’t know, some Sanhedrin there. 
The heavenly Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court of all supreme courts) But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ (moron) shall be in 
danger of hell fire.  
 
Now whom do we say this to? Our brothers, irritable brothers. Honestly when we think about somebody, irritable 
brother means the person who gets on to your nerves. You would say, ‘Lord, I wish that if this person was not there in 
our church it would have been fantastic, but he is there. He irritates you to the core. That is the reason why, you know 
what cleanses us is the water of the Word. The Old Testament, do you know what the cleansing Word? It was the water 
in the bronze laver. Bronze talks about judgment. The other elements that were used to cleanse people, are the water 
with which the ashes of the red heifer were mixed. What do the ashes of the red heifer represent? It is the judgment 
upon Jesus Christ on the Cross. For example, forgive your brothers, (that is water) and just as God in Christ Jesus forgave 
you, (that is ash).  
 
Did you understand the difference between water and ash? Husbands love your wives, (that is water). Just as Christ 
Himself loved His Church and gave Himself for her (that is ash). You see that? Employees submit to your employers even 
to the people who are irritating just as Christ also suffered wrongfully. That is the ash. So the water is mixed with ash, 
that is the cleansing agent. So love your brothers. In other words forgiveness and giving your brother another chance 
has to be a part of your life. My goodness! So difficult, isn’t it? To live with a gentile is easier than to live with a brother. 
To have a gentile employee is much easier than to have a brother who is an employee. Because they will test you and 
you have to love them, you have to overlook their faults. You cannot call them raca. In other words, ‘Doesn’t he have 
brains?’ how many times have we said that? The moment you say that you are in danger of counsel. My goodness! 
 



You see the standards in the New Testament? You call him a ‘fool’ in other words a moron. What are you in danger of? 
Hell fire. So what do you do?  
 
Romans 12:17-21 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends 
on you, live peaceably with all men. Pursue peace with all men, the Bible says, in Hebrews 12, pursue peace with all 
men and holiness without which no one will see God. Holiness towards God and pursue peace with men. 
19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay,” says the Lord. 
But we do not want God to repay. We want to repay it ourselves. If you try to repay it will not be an appropriate 
repayment. God will do it, don’t worry, in His own time.  
20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of 
fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
Why? Remember it is in absolute self interest - I want to escape hell. That is the attribute no.5  
Look at Job, his wife was irritating him. So what did he say?  
 
Job 2:9-10 
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 
10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall 
we not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
 
He didn’t say, ‘You are a fool.’ No. he said, ‘You are speaking like a foolish woman.’ ‘You are a brilliant lady. What’s up 
with you?’ Think like that, okay.  
 
So it is not easy, but if you want to escape hell you have to work on it. Which is easier? The irritable brother or going to 
hell? Let me tell you something, that brother is not going to be removed from your life. Mark my words – your attitude 
has to change. Do you understand? It could be a brother or a sister. You can cry, ‘Lord, please take him/her out.’ That 
person is going to be there and he/she will be there until you learn your lesson. And then you will suddenly begin to love 
him with your heart and then God will take him out or move him to another place. So learn the lessons – love your 
brothers and sisters who are irritable.  
 
Attribute no.6 

• Don’t be apathetic to the needs of a poor brother 
 
Why? So that you can escape hell.  
Luke 16:19-23 
19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. Fared 
sumptuously (means what? He ate nicely, in other words his kitchen was next to where Lazarus was sitting.) 20 But there 
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  
Every day the rich man walked passed his gate and he did not even regard t hat poor brother. He had no feeling at all. He 
hardened his heart. So what happened to him? Where did he end up? Does it say that the rich man committed adultery? 
No. Does it say that the rich man stole? No. Does it say that the rich man lied? No. What did he not do? He did not care 
about Lazarus. That is the reason why Jesus says, ‘When you invite people to your house, don’t invite your relatives who 
are very rich, because when you invite them they will invite you back for a better meal. Invite those people who cannot 
invite you back.  
22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
Why was he tormented? I believe this with all my heart that he never regarded the low estate of Lazarus. It was below 
his dignity.  
 
 



Ezekiel 16:49 
49 Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of 
idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 
 
That is it. Homosexuality and everything else was the outward manifestations of this inward malady. So don’t become 
tight-fisted. When you see a need, respond. Pray. Give. Give and it shall be given unto you, for sure.  
 
Matthew 25:41-46 
41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels: What did these guys not do? 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these 
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
So what happened to them? They were sent into everlasting fire which was prepared for the devil and his fallen angels. 
Now this is attribute no.6 – do not despise the poor brother. Ask the Lord, ‘Lord, let me never, ever be insensitive to the 
needs of the poor.’  
 
Attribute 7: 

• Reject false doctrine 
 
This is important. This is not from Jesus, this is from Apostle Paul, the inspired Apostle.  
Galatians 1:6-9 
6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different 
gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even 
if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him 
be accursed.  
Do you know what the word ‘accursed’ means? ‘Let him go to hell,’ in other words. Anathema; eternally condemned. 
Just in case you forgot, he says in the next verse, 
9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, 
let him be accursed.  
 
There are two teachers in my home who teach math. My wife and Vijay. I tell my wife, ‘Don’t teach.’ Not because she is 
not good at it, but I do not want to confuse my children. Let them have one teach. I know the struggles when I was a 
student, so I can already preempt all the struggles of my children, each of one them and I can with those things in mind. 
Let me give you an example. One of my children, she was struggling with multiplication. Everything for her is fingers. So I 
was wondering, how do I teach her the multiplication? I was not able to get through. It is a very important concept. 
Addition, subtraction, you’ve got through that. And then multiplication and division, if you have got all these four you 
are done in life. So you have to learn it well. So I was struggling to get through to her. One of the things that people say 
is, ‘Let them memorize tables.’ I was like, ‘No, no, no, it doesn’t work that way.’  
 
So what did I do? I took that child and said, ‘Okay fine, you like using your fingers. So call each finger ‘2’.’ The moment I  
said, ‘Call each finger ‘2’’ her eyes lit up, because every time she likes to use her fingers. So she started naming them, 
the first finger was ‘2’ the next finger she counted it as ‘4’ and then ‘6’ that is 2 times 3 equals 6, the fourth finger was  ‘8’ 
and last finger was ‘10’. So you’ve got your multiplication. You want to learn 3? Get your fingers out, and call each finger 
‘3’. The moment I introduced that method it just came like a song. So I said, you know what, ‘Do not interfere in  the 
mathematics of my children,’ because I want to teach them right.  
 
I remember when I was a kid, when I was a kid, I was preparing an essay. The teacher was dictating the notes and I 
wrote something in my book, something like, ‘The little dog do’. I remember it so well, my memory is so good. And I was 
memorizing, ‘The little dog do……..’ my dad was listening to what I was reading and he said, ‘Vijay, what is that you are 



reading? It doesn’t make sense.’ I said, ‘My teacher thought me like that. So it shall be written and so it shall be done.’ 
He said, ‘No, no, no. I am going to rephrase the whole thing.’ He rephrase the whole thing and he made me memorize 
the new sentence that he rephrased for me. So what happened? I go to the exam and I wrote ‘The little dog do…’ and 
my dad hit his head.  
 
So you see, if you do not learn right the first time it is gone. So when you are building concepts with children, even if it 
looks very, very, simple build it right the first time. I am just giving you an example of Math because Math is an exact 
science. Similarly, the Gospel, you cannot change the Word of God. The foundations are absolutely important, because it 
is a matter of Heaven or Hell. So it has to be right when you are taught the first time. I have seen people from different, 
different backgrounds. You come with a prejudice and it is difficult to take away the false doctrine because all those 
things have to be wiped out clean first, and then the new thing0s have to be taught. But if you are taught right the first 
time how easy the foundation is. Slowly you can build up.  
 
So I thank God that in my life I had some of the best mentors when I was growing up. As a young believer I had Shibu, I 
had Sunder Manohar, and I had Joseph John. Three professors who knew their Word and who taught us right when we 
were growing up as young believers in the Lord. I am telling you, this is so important. If you do not teach them right the 
first time. You might say, this is so simple, this is so easy. Yes thank God it is so easy, but as long as it is right it is okay. 
Later on the complexities can be added. But fundamentals and the foundations have to be taught right. Because it is a 
matter of Heaven or Hell.  
 
Ezekiel 3:17-18 
17 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give 
them warning from Me: 18 When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ (if you eat of this tree you shall surely die. It 
is the same word) and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life 
(from what? From everlasting hell), that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your 
hand.   
 
There is a beautiful illustration in the ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ there is a character called, ‘Faithful’. Now Faithful is running his 
race and Christian is behind him. Christian cries out to Faithful and he says, ‘Hey stop! Stop! What is your name?’ he 
says, ‘My name is Faithful.’ ‘Please stop running. I want to join you.’ You know what Faithful say? ‘Don’t stop me. The 
avenger of blood is behind me.’ Do you know what that means? He says, ‘I want to be a faithful witness to the Gospel.’ 
The analogy is that – I want to be a faithful witness to the Gospel. If I am not a faithful witness to the Truth people’s 
blood will be upon my hands and the avenger of blood is behind me.’  
 
Ezekiel 3:19-20 
 19 Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his 
iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 
20 “Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before 
him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has 
done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand. 
 
So in every church there are two kinds of people; the wicked people who are not saved and the righteous people. The 
righteous people have to be continually exhorted and the wicked people have to be warned. And both are the 
responsibility of the teacher. Otherwise your blood is upon my hands. That is exactly why Paul says, in Acts 20, ‘I taught 
you everything, the full counsel of God. Therefore nobody’s blood is upon my hands.’  
 
So reject false doctrine. Let us recap the seven attributes once again. 
 

1. Humble yourself and repent 
2. Be radical with sin and never take it lightly 
3. Practice the fear of the Lord and inculcate it and run away from sin 
4. Don’t be a stumbling block to the weaker brother 
5. Attitude towards an irritable brother 



6. Don’t be apathetic to the needs of the poor 
7. Reject false doctrine 

 
These seven attributes are to keep you out of Hell.  
 
1 Peter 4:1-3 
1Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in 
the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather 
for the will of God. (I am already in my 40s now, I do not want to mess up the rest of my life. Every decision I make I take 
it very seriously now. I calculate all the pros and all the cons, because there is only one life and I want to finish my race.) 
3 For you have spent enough (what does the horse-leech not say? ‘Enough’ so what do we say? ‘It is enough’; enough of 
spending time on stupid things, useless things; on things that take away our time, our money, our resources and our 
lives. The enemy comes to steal, to kill and to destroy) time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 
 
We have spent enough. So what do we do now, the rest of the time? We live for the will of God.  
So let us recap once more, the seven attributes: 

1. Humble yourself and repent (that is how it starts. It is a cycle. It is an algorithm. I like today’s devotion. What 
a beautiful Word that was! Think about it. I was like Wow! I was trying to memorize it but then I forgot. It 
says – Success is the result of cumulative impact of disciplined behavior repeated over time. It is the 
disciplined behavior repeated over time.) 

2. Be radical with sin that you have been confronted with and never take it lightly 
3. Practice the fear of the Lord and inculcate it and run away from sin 
4. Don’t be a stumbling block to the weaker brother 
5. Attitude towards an irritable brother 
6. Don’t be apathetic to the needs of the poor 
7. Reject false doctrine 

 
You will be safe. You will make it to the other side of eternity safe. Redeem your time brothers and sisters. Young 
brothers and sisters, be knee observers, don’t take opportunities lightly. Don’t take warnings lightly because we have 
heard so many times that if you are not growing in love you are growing cold. If you are not softening your heart your 
heart is getting hardened. Therefore, the Bible says, today if you have heard His voice do not harden your heart. Do not 
procrastinate. If you have to throw out certain things throw them out. If you have to make radical decisions for your 
children make those decisions because ultimately whatever decisions that you make if it takes your children away from 
God it is not worth it in the light of eternity and you will be responsible. Take these warnings seriously.  
 
We thank God and we thank Christ for preaching to us on Hell. He preached on Hell the most because He literally 
experienced on the Cross that separation from His Father and He cried out, “My God! My God! Why have You forsaken 
Me?” The wrath of God was poured upon His life and He became sin for us so that we may be made righteous with the 
righteousness of God, that through the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ that we have passed from under the curse into the 
blessing of Abraham, whom the Lord blessed with all things the Promise of the Spirit. This morning we do not take 
opportunities lightly. We don’t take things that have been spoken to us over a period of time lightly.   
 
All the decisions that we have made over a period of time will impact us, not only in this life but in eternity. And if we 
have made wrong choices let us repent of them and forsake them. Let us put them away. Ask God for mercy, ask God for 
the wisdom to make the right choices, the correct choices.  
 
Shall we pray? 
 
Closing prayer: 
Lord, this morning we surrender ourselves. Thank You Lord, You have spoken to us about Hell. More than Heaven, 
through Your Son, You have spoken to us more about Hell and how to escape Hell, even through Your Gospels. May we 
take all Your warnings seriously. Thank You Father, that the Son of Man did not come to condemn the world but that the 



world through Him might be saved. Your Word says, O Lord, this is the condemnation that Light came into the world but 
men loved darkness rather than Light. This morning I pray Lord that we will not be lovers of darkness, but we will be 
lovers of Truth. You spoke about Hell because You loved us more, more than anybody else. And I pray Father, that the 
teachings that we have heard over the years will sink in, it will impact our lives and our decisions, it will become a part of 
us. So that Lord, we will redeem every opportunity that You give to us on this side of eternity and prepare ourselves for 
Your coming. To that end I pray that You would bless all of us. Enable us to be sober, enable us to be vigilant, knowing 
that our adversary the devil is prowling like a roaring lion seeking for someone to devour. Enable us to resist, standing 
firm in faith. That is the promise that You have given to us this year, O Lord – Repent! Revive! Resist!  
 
I pray Lord Jesus that even as we walk in repentance that You would revive us and You will grant us the strength to resist 
every onslaught of the evil ones over our lives. I thank You Father once again for this day. We praise You, we worship 
You, we give You all the glory, for in Jesus’ mighty name we pray. Amen.  
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit rest and abide with 
each one of us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
God bless you.  


