
RECOGNIZING
COUNTERFEIT

BILLS
All US paper currency, except the $1 and $2 bills, have security

features. Use these security features and simple steps to
authenticate paper currency. 

Microprinting is featured in several locations on
denominations $5 and higher and can aid in

authentication. These small printed words, which
may require magnification to see, should be clear. 

INFORMATION 
SOURCE
https://www.uscurrency.gov/

THE PAPER

Genuine currency has slightly raised
ink. You should be able to feel the
texture of this ink, especially if you
are holding a new dollar bill. 

THE NOTE
Tilt the note to see the ink in the

numbers on the lower right corner
change color. On the current style of
notes, the color should change from

copper to green.

LOOK INTO THE LIGHT
Hold the note to light to check that the watermark and
security thread are visible from the front and back of
the note. 

• Security threads are in a different location on each
denomination of $5 and higher. 
• Watermarks on the $10, $20, $50, and $100 notes
should match the portrait on the front. 
• The $5 note has numeral 5 watermarks.

CHECK WITH
MAGNIFICATION

FEEL

TILT


