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Johnny Dawkins was named UCF’s seventh head men’s basketball coach 
on Mar. 23, 2016 and has had immediate success in his first two seasons 
with the Knights.

Dawkins took over a 12-18 squad that hadn’t finished above .500 since 
2012-13 and led the Knights to a 24-12 record in his first season at the 
helm, the sixth best turnaround in the nation. With just seven scholarship 
players due to transfers and injuries, the Knights earned the fourth seed 
– their highest ever – in the American Athletic Conference Tournament, 
eventually falling to league champion SMU in the semifinals.

A season full of firsts, UCF hosted its first NIT game in 2016-17, defeating 
Colorado for the program’s first ever win in an NIT or NCAA Tournament 
game.  The Knights went on to defeat top seeded Illinois State on the 
road, before coming home to the first ever sell-out crowd at CFE Arena 
and winning 68-58 over Illinois to earn a spot in the NIT Final Four.

Under Dawkins’ leadership, UCF led all of NCAA Division I in defensive 
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field goal percentage in 2016-17, holding opponents to just 36.5 percent 
from the floor.  The Knights were also sixth in the nation, allowing only 
61.2 points per game, and gave up 45 or less points in four games over 
the course of the year.

Dawkins was named a finalist for both the Jim Phelan and Ben Jobe 
National Coach of the Year awards his first season at UCF, but he also 
guided a number of his players to accomplishments along the way.

2016-17 Individual Honors
• Tacko Fall was named The American Defensive Player of the Year, 
Lefty Driesell Defensive All-America, and finalist for Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar Award
•  B.J. Taylor earned Second Team All-Conference honors from The 
American after leading UCF with 17.4 points per game
•  Matt Williams set new UCF records for three-pointers in a career, 
in a season and in a game, before signing a professional contract with 
the Miami Heat

In year two at the helm, Dawkins had to deal with significant injuries 
to his three best players. His son, Aubrey Dawkins, missed the entire 
season with a shoulder injury, B.J. Taylor missed the first half of the 
season, and Tacko Fall missed the second half of the year. Taylor and Fall 
only played one game together.
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Through the injuries, Dawkins led the Knights to a 19-13 record, second 
only to his first season record in the last five years of UCF Basketball. The 
team also had a number of firsts in year two under Dawkins.

Firsts in 2017-18
• First win over UConn at home and first since joining The American
• First win over SMU since joining The American
• First win over Memphis on the road
• First win over a ranked opponent in a true road game, defeating No. 
24 Alabama

And the defense was as good as ever in Dawkins’ second  year coaching 
the Black and Gold.

Defensive Accomplishments in 2017-18
• Held three opponents under 40 points

o Before the season, UCF had only held two opponents to less than 
40 points in 33-year Division I history

• Set new school record, holding SMU to 37 points
• Ranked third in the nation, holding opponents to 61.7 points per 
game
• Ranked 10th in the nation, holding opponents to 40.1 percent from 
the field

In two years, Johnny Dawkins has led UCF to new heights on the 
basketball court, but he has done an even better job with his players in 
the classroom. With Dawkins at the helm, the Knights men’s basketball 
program recorded an average semester team GPA over 3.0 for the first 
time in recorded history. They then did it again, setting a new program 
record with an average semester GPA of 3.03 this spring.
 

Year	 School	 Record	 Pct
2008-09	 Stanford	 20-14	 .588
2009-10	 Stanford	 14-18	 .438
2010-11	 Stanford	 15-16	 .484
2011-12	 Stanford	 26-11	 .703
2012-13	 Stanford	 19-15	 .559
2013-14	 Stanford	 23-13	 .639
2014-15	 Stanford	 24-13	 .649
2015-16	 Stanford	 15-15	 .500
2016-17	 UCF	 24-12	 .667
2017-18	 UCF	 19-13	 .594
Total	 10 Seasons	 199-140	 .587

COACHING RECORD

COACHING HIGHLIGHTS
2008-09	 CBI Semifinals
2011-12	 NIT Champions
2012-13	 NIT Second Round
2013-14	 NCAA Sweet 16
2014-15	 NIT Champions
2015-16	 NIT Semifinals
	 Finalist for Jim Phelan National Coach of the Year
	 Finalist for Ben Jobe National Coach of the Year

STANFORD STINT
Stanford put together four 20-win seasons in Dawkins’ tenure as head 
coach. He is only the second coach in Stanford history with at least four 
20-win seasons. Stanford’s success on the court came against some of 
the toughest schedules in the nation. During the 2015-16 season, the 
Cardinal faced the sixth-most difficult slate in the country. A nation-
leading 17 of Stanford’s 30 games came against RPI Top 50 squads. 
Stanford’s strength of schedule was rated in the top 50 each of the past 
four seasons, including two in the top 20, with an average rank of 27.75.
 
The Cardinal basketball program also excelled in the classroom during 
Dawkins’ tenure, earning at least three Pac-12 All-Academic selections 
for five consecutive seasons and producing back-to-back Pac-12 Scholar-
Athlete of the Year recipients (2014, 2015). Stanford also received 
annual national academic recognition, with three players earning 
National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC) Honors Court status 
in 2015. The Cardinal was one of 20 NCAA Division I teams to earn an 
NABC Team Academic Excellence Award last season.
 
In 2012, Dawkins mentored Chasson Randle to become the consummate 
student-athlete. Randle finished that season as Stanford’s all-time 
leading scorer and earned the program’s first Academic All-America First 
Team selection since 2006. Under Dawkins, Stanford recorded back-to-
back perfect Academic Progress Rate scores of 1000 in both the 2012-13 
and 2013-14 reports, the two most recent to be released by the NCAA.
 
Player development was also markedly improved at Stanford under 
Dawkins’ tutelage. Four Cardinal players were selected in the NBA Draft 
following their collegiate careers.
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Dawkins was inducted into the Duke Sports Hall of Fame in September 
1996. His jersey number 24 was retired by the school.
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
A 1986 first-round draft pick (10th overall) by San Antonio, Dawkins 
saw action in nine NBA seasons with the Spurs, Philadelphia 76ers and 
Detroit Pistons. He averaged 11.1 points and 5.5 assists over 541 career 
NBA games.
 
GIVING BACK TO THE GAME
Dawkins has served as a member of the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches Board of Directors since 2012. He also currently 
serves on the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Ethics Coalition, an 
independent committee of current and former coaches, charged 
with promoting ethical conduct through leadership, education and 
mentoring opportunities, while identifying key issues challenging the 
coaching community.

LEARNING FROM A LEGEND
The Washington, D.C. native coached for 10 years under the legendary 
Mike Krzyzewski at Duke. During Dawkins’ decade as a coach at Duke, 
the Blue Devils won a national championship (2001), tallied six ACC 
regular season championships, recorded seven ACC Tournament titles 
and posted a 330-60 record. In four consecutive seasons from 1999-
2002, Duke finished the regular season ranked No. 1 in both national 
polls, a first in college basketball history. Duke reached a No. 1 national 
ranking in seven of the 10 seasons with Dawkins on the coaching staff.
 
While at Duke, he also served as the Player Personnel Director for the 
USA Basketball Senior National Team from 2006-08.
 
DECORATED DUKIE
Following a prolific high school career at Mackin Catholic in 
Washington, D.C., Dawkins made his way to Duke, where he would 
become one of the most decorated players to step foot in Durham, 
North Carolina.

He played for the Blue Devils from 1983-86, earning Consensus All-
America honors twice (1985, 1986). Dawkins was also voted as the 
1986 Naismith National Player of the Year and named a Freshman 
All-American in 1983. During his collegiate career, he helped lead 
Duke to three NCAA Tournament berths, including an NCAA National 
Championship Game appearance in 1986. He was listed as an All-ACC 
honoree in all four seasons as a Blue Devil.
 
Dawkins finished his career as the school’s all-time leading scorer and 
held that honor until 2006 when J.J. Redick surpassed his mark of 2,556 
points. He recorded double-figure point totals in 129-of-133 collegiate 
games. Dawkins led the Blue Devils in scoring all four years, recording 
the fourth-highest season point total in school history with 809 in 1986. 
Dawkins remains Duke’s career record-holder in field goals (1,026) and 
field goals attempted (2,019) while also owning the school’s best single-
season mark for field goals (331) during the 1986 campaign.
 

COLLEGIATE CAREER
1982-86	 Duke University
1985-86	 Naismith National Player of the Year
	 Consensus First Team All-America
	 First Team All-ACC
	 NCAA East Regional MVP
	 ACC Tournament MVP
	 Duke Team MVP
	 Duke Co-Captain
1984-85	 Consensus First Team All-America
	 First Team All-ACC
	 Duke Team MVP
1983-84	 Second Team All-ACC
	 Duke Team MVP
1982-83	 Freshman All-America
	 Second Team All-ACC
	 Duke Team MVP
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KEVINNORRIS
assistant coach | third season | miami, 1998

2016-present	 UCF	 Assistant Coach
2013-16	 USC	 Assistant Coach
2011-13	 Florida Gulf Coast	 Assistant Coach
2010-11	 UNC Wilmington	 Assistant Coach
2008-10	 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi	 Assistant Coach
2007-08	 Tallahassee CC	 Assistant Coach

COACHING EXPERIENCEKevin Norris joined the UCF men’s basketball 
coaching staff in March of 2016 as an assistant 
coach under head coach Johnny Dawkins.

The Knights went 24-12 in his first season on staff, 
recording the sixth best turnaround in the nation. 

With just seven scholarship players due to transfers and injuries, the Knights 
earned the fourth seed – their highest ever – in the American Athletic Conference 
Tournament, eventually falling to league champion SMU in the semifinals.

A season full of firsts, UCF hosted its first NIT game in 2016-17, defeating 
Colorado for the program’s first ever win in an NIT or NCAA Tournament game.  
The Knights went on to defeat top seeded Illinois State on the road, before 
coming home to the first ever sell-out crowd at CFE Arena and winning 68-58 
over Illinois to earn a spot in the NIT Final Four.

UCF led all of NCAA Division I in defensive field goal percentage in 2016-17, 
holding opponents to just 36.5 percent from the floor.  The Knights were also 
sixth in the nation, allowing only 61.2 points per game, and gave up 45 or less 
points in four games over the course of the year.

In year two on staff, the Knights had to deal with significant injuries to  three 
of their best players. Aubrey Dawkins missed the entire season with a shoulder 
injury, B.J. Taylor missed the first half of the season, and Tacko Fall missed the 
second half of the year. Taylor and Fall only played one game together.

Through the injuries, the Knights finished with a 19-13 record, second only to the 
previous season record in the last five years of UCF Basketball. The team also had 
a number of firsts in year two, including their first win on the road at Memphis 
and their first road win over a ranked opponent.

And the defense was as good as ever, holding three opponents under 40 points, 
setting a new program record by holding SMU to just 37 points, and ranking third 
in the nation with a scoring defense of 61.7 points per game.

A former point guard himself, the UCF backcourt has excelled in Norris’s two 
seasons with the Knights. B.J. Taylor led the Knights with 17.4 points and 3.5 
assists per game in 2016-17 and 15.9 points and 3.2 assists per game in 2017-
18. He earned Second Team All-Conference honors from The American. Matt 
Williams finished his career with every single UCF three-point shooting record, 
converting 126 threes in 2016-17, the second most in the nation.

Norris came to UCF after a three-year stint as an assistant coach at the University 
of Southern California. During the 2015-16 season, he helped lead the Trojans to 
the NCAA Tournament and the program’s first 20-win season since 2009.

Prior to his tenure in Los Angeles, he served as an assistant at Florida Gulf Coast 
for two seasons. In 2013, Norris helped guide the program to its first NCAA 
Tournament berth in school history and one of the most historic tournament runs 
in NCAA history. The 15th-seeded Eagles shocked the nation upsetting No. 2-seed 
Georgetown and No. 7-seed San Diego State to become the first 15-seed to reach 

the Sweet Sixteen. FGCU’s “Cinderella Story” ended in the Sweet Sixteen with a 
loss to No. 3-seed Florida.

Norris began his coaching career at Tallahassee Community College in 2007-08, 
then spent two seasons (2009-10) as an assistant coach at Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi. He then assisted Buzz Peterson at UNC Wilmington during the 2010-11 
season.

Norris was a standout point guard at Miami, where he played for then-
Hurricanes’ coach Leonard Hamilton. He was a four-year letterwinner (1995-98) 
and the only player ever to lead Miami in assists for four straight seasons. Norris 
still holds the UM record for career steals (208), sits second in career assists 
(493) and ranks fourth in career starts (108). During his senior season in 1998, 
he helped lead the Hurricanes to their first NCAA Tournament berth since 1960. 
Norris was also listed on the BIG EAST All-Rookie Team as a freshman.

Following his collegiate career, Norris played professionally overseas in Italy, 
France and the Czech Republic, as well as in the American Basketball Association 
(ABA) with the Calgary Drillers.
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ROBBIELAING
assistant coach | third season | troy, 1982

2016-present	 UCF	 Assistant Coach
2014-16	 Florida Atlantic	 Assistant Coach
2003-13	 Campbell	 Head Coach
2000-03	 Kansas State	 Assistant Coach
1999-00	 Southern Mississippi	 Assistant Coach
1996-99	 Jones County CC	 Head Coach
1994-96	 Auburn	 Assistant Coach
1993-94	 Clemson	 Assistant Coach
1987-93	 Georgia Southern	 Assistant Coach
1986-87	 Western Kentucky	 Assistant Coach
1984-86	 Georgia Southern	 Assistant Coach
1982-84	 Troy	 Assistant Coach
1981-82	 Montgomery Academy	 Head Coach

COACHING EXPERIENCERobbie Laing was named an assistant coach for UCF 
Men’s Basketball in April of 2016 under head coach 
Johnny Dawkins.

The Knights went 24-12 in his first season on staff, 
recording the sixth best turnaround in the nation. 

With just seven scholarship players due to transfers and injuries, the Knights 
earned the fourth seed – their highest ever – in the American Athletic Conference 
Tournament, eventually falling to league champion SMU in the semifinals.

A season full of firsts, UCF hosted its first NIT game in 2016-17, defeating 
Colorado for the program’s first ever win in an NIT or NCAA Tournament game.  
The Knights went on to defeat top seeded Illinois State on the road, before 
coming home to the first ever sell-out crowd at CFE Arena and winning 68-58 
over Illinois to earn a spot in the NIT Final Four.

UCF led all of NCAA Division I in defensive field goal percentage in 2016-17, 
holding opponents to just 36.5 percent from the floor.  The Knights were also 
sixth in the nation, allowing only 61.2 points per game, and gave up 45 or less 
points in four games over the course of the year.

In year two on staff, the Knights had to deal with significant injuries to  three 
of their best players. Aubrey Dawkins missed the entire season with a shoulder 
injury, B.J. Taylor missed the first half of the season, and Tacko Fall missed the 
second half of the year. Taylor and Fall only played one game together.

Through the injuries, the Knights finished with a 19-13 record, second only to the 
previous season record in the last five years of UCF Basketball. The team also had 
a number of firsts in year two, including their first win on the road at Memphis 
and their first road win over a ranked opponent.

And the defense was as good as ever, holding three opponents under 40 points, 
setting a new program record by holding SMU to just 37 points, and ranking third 
in the nation with a scoring defense of 61.7 points per game.

From 2003-13 Laing was the head coach at Campbell University in Buies Creek, 
North Carolina, for 10 seasons. Laing’s most successful season came in 2009-10 
when he guided the Camels to an Atlantic Sun Conference regular season title, 
winning a school record 19 games. He was tabbed the league’s Coach of the Year 
that season along with being recognized as the District 3 Coach of the Year by 
the National Basketball Coaches Association. The following season, Laing and 
the Camels were ranked in the mid-major college top-25 poll for the first time in 
school history.

During his career, Laing has been an assistant coach at a number of Division I 
programs, including Florida Atlantic (2014-16), Kansas State (2000-03), Southern 
Mississippi (1999-00), Auburn (1994-96), Clemson (1993-94), Georgia Southern 
(1984-86, 1987-93), Western Kentucky (1986-87) and Troy (1982-84).

He got his first collegiate head coaching job in 1996 at Jones Junior College in 
Ellisville, Mississippi, where he spent three seasons at the helm.

Laing graduated from Lakeside High School in Eufaula, Alabama, where he was 
a standout in basketball and football. Following high school, he went to play 
football at Vanderbilt for one season.

He then transferred to North West Florida State to play basketball. The squad 
posted a 22-11 record only to see OWJC drop the program, sending Laing to 
Seminole State Community College, where he garnered All-America honors. 
Laing then transferred to Troy where he earned a degree in biology and physical 
education in 1982. The following year, Laing went to Georgia Southern to earn 
his Master’s degree in physical education.

He and his wife, Dana are parents of five children: Ansley, Christian, Earl, 
Madison and Nathan, who played at UCF from 2016-18.
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VINCETAYLOR
assistant coach | second season | duke, 1982

2017-present	 UCF	 Assistant Coach
2013-16	 Texas Tech	 Assistant Coach
2007-13	 Minnesota	 Assistant Coach
2005-07	 Minnesota Timberwolves	 Assistant Coach
1999-05	 Louisville	 Assistant Coach
1998	 Wyoming	 Assistant Coach
1997-98	 Pittsburgh	 Assistant Coach

COACHING EXPERIENCEUCF men’s basketball head coach Johnny Dawkins 
announced the hiring of Vince Taylor as an 
assistant coach for the Knights in May of 2017. 
Taylor is a veteran assistant coach, who has worked 
at both the collegiate ranks and in the NBA. He 
also played professionally for 13 seasons after a 

standout career at Duke.

In his first year on the staff, the Knights dealt with significant injuries to  three 
of their best players. Aubrey Dawkins missed the entire season with a shoulder 
injury, B.J. Taylor missed the first half of the season, and Tacko Fall missed the 
second half of the year. Taylor and Fall only played one game together.

Through the injuries, the Knights finished with a 19-13 record, second only to the 
previous season record in the last five years of UCF Basketball. The team also had 
a number of firsts, including their first win on the road at Memphis and their first 
road win over a ranked opponent.

And the defense was as good as ever, holding three opponents under 40 points, 
setting a new program record by holding SMU to just 37 points, and ranking third 
in the nation with a scoring defense of 61.7 points per game.

Prior to UCF, Taylor was most recently an assistant coach at Texas Tech under 
then head coach Tubby Smith. Working with the Red Raider big men, Taylor 
helped the Texas Tech frontcourt increase its scoring, rebounding and blocked 
shots from 2013 to 2016.  He was instrumental in the recruiting success for the 
Red Raiders. The Hoop Scoop, a national recruiting service, listed Taylor on their 
Top 60 Assistant Coaches at No. 35.
 
From 2007 to 2013, Taylor was an assistant coach at Minnesota, helping the 
Golden Gophers secure 10 Top 150 recruits over the six-year span. An excellent 
teacher and on-court coach, he helped with opponent scouting as well as other 
assigned duties at Minnesota.
 
Prior to his stint with the Gophers, Taylor spent the 2005-06 and 2006-07 seasons 
with the Minnesota
Timberwolves of the NBA. With the Timberwolves, Taylor was responsible for 
player development and scouting opponents.
 
Taylor spent seven seasons as an assistant at the University of Louisville, four 
under Rick Pitino and three under Denny Crum. While with the Louisville 
program, Taylor earned the reputation as one of the nation’s top recruiters.
 
He helped the Cardinals land a top-five recruiting class in 2001 under Pitino 
that included McDonald’s All-American Carlos Hurt. Taylor was also heavily 
responsible for the recruitment of Reece Gaines to Louisville. Gaines was a four-
year starter and was named third team All-America as a senior. Gaines was the 
15th pick of the 2003 NBA Entry Draft. In 2005, Louisville returned to the Final 
Four with many of Taylor’s recruits, including Francisco Garcia. Garcia was then 
selected as the 23rd pick in the 2005 Draft by Sacramento.

Before joining the Louisville staff in 1998, Taylor was an assistant coach at the 
University of Pittsburgh (1997-98) and briefly at the University of Wyoming 
(1998).

Before Taylor began his coaching career, he spent 13 seasons playing professional 

basketball in Europe, including the last two as a player/assistant coach in the 
Belgian professional league. Additionally, he averaged 3.1 points, 1.2 rebounds 
and 1.3 assists per game with the New York Knicks in 1982-83 after being 
selected by the team in the second round (33rd overall) of the 1982 NBA 
Draft. Taylor was traded to the Indiana Pacers in 1983-84 before beginning 
his European career in 1984, initially in Italy (1984-86), then moving to France 
(1986-92) and finishing his career in Belgium (1992-97).
 
A standout guard at Duke University, Taylor earned All-Atlantic Coast Conference 
and honorable mention All-America honors as a senior (1981-82) by averaging 
20.3 points per game, a number that led the ACC. During Taylor’s collegiate 
career, the Blue Devils won the 1979 ACC regular season championship and 
advanced to the NCAA Tournament twice (1979 and 1980) and National 
Invitational Tournament once (1981). Taylor, who scored 1,455 career collegiate 
points, finished his career as one of the top 10 scorers in Duke history. He once 
held the school record by playing in 120 consecutive games.
 
A 1982 graduate of Duke with a bachelor’s degree in economics, Taylor was 
named to the President’s List at Duke his senior year. That honor is awarded 
to only five percent of the student body, and is based on contributions to the 
university and academic achievements.
 
Taylor prepped at Tates Creek High School, where he was a McDonald’s High 
School All-American as a senior in 1978, while averaging 29.3 points and 11 
rebounds per game. A native of Lexington, Ky., Taylor has two children: son, 
Brendan and daughter, Maya.



17

KELVINJOHNSON
director of player development

second season
richmond, 1985

Kelvin Johnson joined the UCF coaching staff in 
June of 2017 as the program’s Director of Player 
Development.
 
Johnson, who grew up in the Washington D.C. 

area, played against Dawkins in youth and high school basketball. Johnson was 
a standout at DeMatha High School before moving on to play collegiately at 
Richmond.
 
A four-year starter and two-time captain of the Spiders, Johnson was an integral 
member of Richmond’s first ever postseason team that appeared in the 1982 
NIT, and the school’s first NCAA Tournament team, defeating Auburn in the first 
round in 1984.
 
Johnson, a fifth round pick of the Indiana Pacers in the 1985 NBA Draft, was 
inducted into the Richmond Athletics Hall of Fame in the Class of 2008-09.

JIMMYDREW
director of operations

 third season
depaul, 2011

Jimmy Drew was named to the UCF men’s 
basketball staff as Director of Basketball 
Operations in April of 2016.

Drew came to Orlando after serving as the head 
prep coach for Victory Rock Prep in Sarasota, Florida from 2014-15. During his 
one-year stint, he led the program to a 25-7 record with a pair of wins over top-
5 nationally ranked teams.

Prior to his stint at Victory Rock Prep, he was the head assistant coach at 
Kentucky Wesleyan College in Owensboro, Kentucky. With the Panthers, Drew 
led all scouting and recruiting and aided the program in reaching a Top-10 
ranking in the NCAA Division II poll.

The Chicago, Illinois, native got his start in coaching at DePaul University where 
he served as a graduate manager, helping with individual workouts, scouting 
opponents and on-campus recruiting visits.

Drew played collegiately at Southeast Missouri State (2006-08) for two season 
before transferring to DePaul for his final two seasons (2009-11). During 
his senior season, he started 17-of-31 games, averaging 6.4 points and 3.3 
rebounds.

JAYCOBAMMERMAN
video coordinator

 third season
flagler, 2013

Jaycob Ammerman has worked with the UCF 
men’s basketball program since the 2014-15 
season.  He was named the Knights’ Video 
Coordinator in April of 2016 after spending the 
previous two years as a graduate assistant.

The New Castle, Ind., native received his undergraduate degree from Flagler 
in 2013 in sports management, while also serving as a team manager for the 
men’s basketball program for four seasons. Following graduation, he spent one 
season as an assistant coach at Flagler under UCF’s all-time leading scorer Bo 
Clark.

ALEXPARR
director of sports performance 

third season
maryland, 2006

Alex Parr joined the Knights in 2016 as the 
Director of Sports Performance for Olympic 
Sports. 

Parr spent the last three years at Old Dominion 
where he was the Associate Director of Sports Performance, working with 
men’s basketball, men’s and women’s tennis and men’s and women’s golf. With 
the Monarchs, he was responsible for designing comprehensive and sport-
specific programs, which focused on strength, flexibility, balance, agility and 
conditioning, as well as nutrition consultation.

Prior to his time at ODU, Parr also made stops at Miami and George 
Washington. He was an Assistant Director of Strength and Conditioning for 
the Hurricanes from 2011-2013, working specifically with women’s basketball 
and swimming & diving. From 2008-11, he was GWU’s main strength and 
conditioning coach with oversight over all 22 programs.

The Montgomery Village, Maryland, native is a certified strength and 
conditioning specialist through the National Strength and Conditioning 
Association. He is also a Level One Sports Performance Coach through United 
State Weightlifting, along with a Performance Enhancement Specialist through 
the National Academy of Sports Medicine. Parr is additionally a specialist in 
sports nutrition through the International Sports Sciences Association and is an 
active isolated stretching specialist.

Parr graduated from Maryland in 2006 with a degree in finance. He then went 
to George Washington to earn his Master’s in Exercise Science in 2008.



UCF MEN’S BASKETBALL

18 2018-19 MEDIA GUIDE

KARENDELCARPIO
assistant director of operations

third season
bethany, 2014

Karen Del Carpio was named to the UCF men’s 
basketball program staff in the role of Assistant 
Director of Basketball Operations in April of 2016, 
following two seasons in the same role for the 
Knights’ women’s program.

She graduated with her bachelor’s degree in business administration from 
Bethany College (Kansas) where she served as a captain and an all-conference 
honorable mention for the women’s basketball team.

In addition to suiting up for the women’s team from 2012-14, the Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., native assisted Bethany’s men’s basketball team as a manager 
in her spare time. She performed a variety of tasks and roles with the Swedes, 
including assisting with the team’s daily operations, academic monitoring and 
success of student-athletes in the classroom and editing athletic publications.

Before attending Bethany College, Del Carpio played basketball for Southeast 
Community College (Nebraska) from 2010-12. She led her team to conference 
and regional championships as well as its first appearance at the national 
championships.

JARRETTSCHWEIM
sports medicine

 fifth season
florida, 2006

Jarrett Schweim joined the Knights as an athletic 
trainer in April of 2014.

Schweim joins the Knights after one year at an 
Associate Athletic Trainer at Georgia. While with 

the Bulldogs, he worked exclusively with the men’s basketball program. Prior 
to that Schweim spent three years as an Assistant Athletic Trainer at Florida, 
working directly with the Gator football program.

Prior to his most recent time at Florida, Schweim served three years -- the first 
two as a Graduate Assistant and the latter as a full-time Assistant Trainer in 
the athletics program at Ohio State. He worked primarily with the Buckeyes’ 
football and men’s tennis teams.

A native of St. Augustine, Fla., Schweim is a 2006 graduate of the University 
of Florida, with a degree in Athletic Training. He earned his Master’s degree in 
Allied Health Management from Ohio State in 2009.

Upon graduating from Florida, Schweim served a one-year internship as an 
Intern Athletic Trainer with the Gators’ men’s basketball team. During that time, 
the Gators went on to win the NCAA championship.

JOHNWHITFORD
associate director of equipment 

16th season
manchester, 1995

John Whitford is in his 14th year at UCF as the 
associate director of equipment operations. He 
oversees equipment and supplies for several of 
UCF’s programs.

A 1995 graduate of Manchester College in Indiana, he served as the school’s 
head basketball manager from 1991-95 and was also a member of the golf 
squad from 1993-94. Whitford later served as an assistant golf coach at his alma 
mater in 1995.

Prior to UCF, he worked as ana assistant equipment manager at Ferris State 
from 1998-03, where he handled the school’s football duties.

DERICKBROWN
assistant director, academics

second season
pfeiffer, 2007

Derick Brown joined UCF in fall 2012 as a strategic 
tutor and then intern with the Football program. 
He also worked as a Learning Specialist and 
Academic Advisor for the Women’s Track & Field/
Cross Country program, before starting as an 

Assistant Director working with the men’s basketball program this summer.

Prior to UCF, Brown spent five years at the University of Arkansas as graduate 
assistant working primarily with the Men’s Basketball program. Brown earned 
Academic All-Conference accolades while playing basketball at Pfeiffer 
University in North Carolina. He completed his master’s degree in Recreation 
and Sports Management at the University of Arkansas in 2009. 


