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UCF HEAD COACH JOHNNY DAWKINS
Opening Statement:
“Well, I think it was great for our guys to get back out there. It’s been a long time between our last game, around eight 
days. And I thought it was really good for our guys to play against a team like Towson. Pat [Towson HC] does a great job 
with his group. They’ve had a lot of success over the years under his tutelage. And I feel like the guys really responded 
well. I thought we came out the first half. It may have been the most complete first half we’ve had this year. And that’s
something that we need to be able to see so we can build doing it. So it’s good to see how our guys responded with the 
time off and playing again a very good basketball team.”

On Fulks’ growth at the point guard position:
“He’s a good leader for us. And he’s learning to be the leader that we want. Because again, he’s had three or four 
different coaches, and now I’m requiring him to do some things that some other coaches haven’t required. But he has all 
the attributes, because he has a really good feel for the game. He has a good understanding. He watches a ton of tape, 
he always wants to learn and get better. It’s just a function of him just continuing to grow and develop his career, but 
he has that type of mind, it’s just getting him to understand what we want. And so he’s going through the process and 
picking those things things up, and that takes a little time, but I tell you, he’s getting better because he cares. He gets 
better, every practice and every game, because he cares about wanting to pick it up and wanting to do the best we can 
for our team.”

On making trips to the free throw line:
“I was happy about the physicality, especially in the the first half. I thought the second half we weren’t as physical, and 
I said, they probably had a lot to do with that on their end. But overall, I was happy with that. That’s something that we 
want to bring out. We want our identity to be on the defensive end. Toughness and physicality, it’s part of how you
have to defend. And I thought our guys did bring some of that throughout the game.”

On the development of his bigs:
“...I think that John [Bol] and Jeremy [Foumena], and Elijah [Hulsewe] as well, even though he doesn’t play as much, 
but I think all three of those guys have been getting better. I think having this experience, getting these minutes in the 
preseason has been very good for them. We thought it would be because we felt they all had a lot of talent. It was just a 
function of getting them out there, getting them comfortable. They have to learn from some of their mistakes out there 
because the game is different from practice...And I think you can see them getting better and improving game by game. 
And they’re still nowhere near where I think they can be for us. It’s just a function of just getting out there, gaining some 
confidence, understanding what we want from them and they’ll continue to improve.”



UCF GUARD THEMUS FULKS
On his chemistry with Stillwell:
“I feel like we’re fitting pretty good. We played on the same team last year, so we played a certain type of way. Now 
we’re starting to continue to play how we play together, with chemistry, but also we got good teammates as well, so 
it’s also factoring in the team. We’re just trying to get better each week, so we just continue to look at film, keep getting 
better and just keep elevating for conference.”

On Kugel’s presence outside of offense:
“He’s been great with trying to focus in on the defensive end, taking on the challenge, trying to guard on some of the 
premier players. Everybody knows what Riley [Kugel] can do offensively...But Riley’s more about winning and losing 
than his individual performance. And I think he had six points today, but he was one of the happiest guys in the locker 
room because he played good defense and we got the win.”

UCF GUARD JAMICHAEL STILLWELL
On staying dominant to start the second half:
“Well in the locker room, Coach said he wasn’t satisfied. He knew they weren’t gonna give up, so he just said, we got to 
lock in and keep that in our mind. We just established that, coming out for the second.”

On what the team mindset has been:
“We are just trying to go 1-0, every game. Every game is another opportunity, and we just focus on the defensive side 
for kills, when you get eight kills, and it’s like 97% you’re gonna win the game.”

On the team’s confidence level:
“I feel like we’ve gained a lot. I feel like we can do some big things with this team. I feel like we are going to do some 
big things with this team.”
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On having another long break between games:
“I think that we came out the way we came out today because we were excited to play someone else. We were just 
going at it in practice, and Coach is doing a great job keeping us humble, making us focus on getting better each and 
every day... But practice is practice. I feel like we went through a lot this weekend and it got us ready for this
game, and we played really good.”


