POST GAME QUOTES
UCF U5. ARIZONA STATE

’ JAN. 27, 2826 / ADDITON FINANCIAL RRENA / ORLANDO, FLA.

On rallying back to get the win:

I'm just really proud of our guys. They beat a very good basketball team tonight. I've seen Bobby’s teams over the years
and know how well they play and how skilled they are. 'm proud of our effort, especially down the stretch. We found a
way and had to dig deep, which we’ve done a number of times this year. This group believes that as long as there’s time
on the clock, they have a chance. They just keep fighting, and they did that again tonight.

On facing adversity:

Like | said, I'm just really proud of them. They have a will to win. When you keep competing, you can find a way. You're
not going to shoot the hall well every night, and | try to instill that in our guys every season. The question becomes: is
that going to be your excuse, or are you going to find another way to win? Tonight was a perfect example. We didn’t
shoot it as well as we have for much of the season, so we had to find another way. I'm glad these guys believe in our
system enough to dig deep and do that.

On every game in Big 12 being a dogfight:

It definitely helps that they’re qutsy. They keep competing until the final second ticks off. You have to have that in this
league because there are so many good teams. If you don’t fight, you can get knocked back any night. The ability to
compete and keep fighting is critical, and our guys do that. Because of it, they always give themselves a chance.

On offensive flow late in game:

| thought we finished strong, which is what we had to do. We kept believing there was enough time on the clock to
come back, and we were able to do that. I'm really proud because they beat a very good team. Their point guard is
outstanding—he makes so many things happen, whether it’s scoring or assisting. They have great size inside with [Mas-
samba] Diop at 7-1, who’s skilled, can block shots, and hit jumpers. They also have shooters on the perimeter. It’s a very
talented team, and this league is challenging every night. I've followed them since the preseason and knew it would be

On shots not falling early but maing them when it really mattered:

I'm really proud of those guys. They had the confidence to step up and take those shots in big moments. We practice
those situations every day, and I've seen them make those shots countless times in practice. Our team has confidence
in them when they get those looks, and they’re confident in themselves—that’s what it takes. | thought both of them
made huge plays down the stretch. It also speaks to our unselfishness, because their teammates moved the ball and
trusted them in those moments. Someone had to make those passes, and that connection is a big part of who we are.

Wy | 2



POST GAME QUOTES
UCF U5. ARIZONA STATE

’ JAN. 27, 2826 / ADDITON FINANCIAL RRENA / ORLANDO, FLA.

On what it took to come back and get the win:

Just fight adversity. We preach every day before a game, there’s gonna be some ups and downs in the game, you have
to fight adversity, and stay together. That’s what we did, and we came back.

On team’s identity:

That’s our identity, rebounding. Hunting, that’s what we’re doing, hunting. Hunting every rebound, hunting every ball,
hunting every loose ball.

On crunch time comeback:

That was a crunch time game. It’s like that in practice too. Gold against black, one team might be up, the other team
that’s down might come back and win. We practice hard every day, we work on it every day, so when game time comes,
this is a reqular thing.

On Coach Dawkins’ defensive mindset:

Like coach always says, defense wins championships. So we just all locked in and did what coach told us to do, and got
the stop.

On three-point shooting:

Like coach always says, just keep shooting your bullets. We work on it every day. Just stay confident, just keep shooting.
He always tells me, just keep shooting, when it matters, that’s when you’re gonna make it, so just be confident and be
ready.
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