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BRUIN GREATS
CHECK OUT JUST SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS FROM OUR COVER ATHLETES

LISA FERNANDEZ
Softball (1990-93)
• Considered by many to be the greatest pitcher in the history of the sport
•  Led UCLA to two NCAA Championships (1990 and 1992) and Team 

USA to three Olympic gold medals (1996, 2000 and 2004)
• Finished at UCLA with a career pitching record of 93-7
•  � ree-time Honda Award winner and � rst softball player to win the 

Honda-Broderick Cup (1993)
• U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame member

ANN MEYERS
Basketball (1975-78)
• First woman to receive a full athletic scholarship to UCLA
• Led UCLA to the 1978 AIAW National Championship
•  Became the � rst and only woman to sign a free-agent contract with an 

NBA team (Indiana Pacers)
• Also competed in track & � eld and volleyball at UCLA
• Helped the U.S. to a silver medal at the 1976 Olympic Games

NATALIE WILLIAMS
Volleyball (1989-92), Basketball (1991-94)
• Greatest two-sport women’s athlete in UCLA history
•  First collegiate woman to earn All-America honors in volleyball and 

basketball in the same year
• Back-to-back Honda Award winner for volleyball in 1991 and 1992
• Led UCLA to NCAA Championships in volleyball in 1990 and 1991
•  Helped Team USA to the gold medal in women’s basketball at the 2000 

Olympics

KYLA ROSS
Gymnastics (2017-20)
•  First female gymnast ever to win Olympic, World and NCAA 

championships
• 2012 Olympic gold medalist
• NCAA record-holder with 14 perfect 10s in 2019
• Helped UCLA to the NCAA Team Championship in 2018
•  Four-time NCAA individual champion (vault and � oor in 2019, bars 

and beam in 2017)

JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE
Track & Field (1981-85)
• Six-time Olympic medalist
• Won back-to-back gold medals in the heptathlon in 1988 and 1992
• Gold medalist in the long jump in 1988
• Sports Illustrated’s Top Female Athlete of the 20th century
• Led UCLA to NCAA team titles in 1982 and 1983

MEGAN & NICOLE M� NAMARA
Beach Volleyball (2016-19)
•  Only pair in NCAA history to earn four-straight AVCA All-America honors
• Most victories by a pair in UCLA history (109)
•  UCLA’s No. 1 tandem during both NCAA Championship wins in 2018 

and 2019

COURTNEY MATHEWSON
Water Polo (2005-08)
• Led UCLA to four-time NCAA team titles (2005-08)
•  As a senior in 2008, won the Peter J. Cutino Award as the nation’s top 

player
•  Scored the game-winning goal with one second remaining to defeat USC 

in the 2008 NCAA � nal 
• 2012 Olympic gold medalist with Team USA

LAUREN CHENEY
Soccer (2006-09)
• Two-time Olympic gold medalist (2008 and 2012)
•  Played in two Women’s World Cups (2011 and 2015), helping Team 

USA to the title in 2015
• Still ranks No. 1 at UCLA in both scoring (173 pts) and goals (71)
• 2007 Soccer America National Player of the Year
• Only UCLA player in history to earn four � rst-team All-America honors

BRONTE LAW
Golf (2014-16)
•  2016 ANNIKA Award winner, given to the nation’s top female collegiate 

golfer
• Finished 2016 as the top-ranked collegiate golfer according to Golfweek
• Captured her � rst LPGA title in 2019 at the Pure Silk Championships
• 2014 and 2015 English Women’s Amateur Champion

ANNETTE SALMEEN
Swimming (1993-96)
• 1996 Olympic gold medalist (800m freestyle relay)
• Four-time All-America at UCLA
•  In 1996, became the � rst-ever UCLA women’s swimmer to win an 

NCAA individual title (200m butter� y)
• 1996 UCLA Female Athlete of the Year
• Rhodes Scholar

KERI PHEBUS
Tennis (1993-96)
• First UCLA player to win the NCAA Singles Championship (1995)
•  Also won the NCAA Doubles title in 1995, becoming only the second 

woman in history to win both titles in the same year
•  Honda Award winner and Tennis Magazine National Player of the Year 

in 1995
• Still owns the most singles wins in UCLA history (144)
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THE INSIDER’S VIEW
W E LCO M E  F R O M  T H E  AT H L E T I C  D I R E C TO R

F
or this, the third installment of our year-long Bruin 
Blue Centennial commemoration, we celebrate UCLA’s 
female student-athletes. � e Women’s Issue highlights the 
importance of Title IX, the impact the landmark legislation 

has had on the lives of thousands of female student-athletes, and the 
legacy those athletes have left at UCLA. 

One glance at the cover of this issue is enough to give you goosebumps. 
Just look at all those Bruins who are legitimately considered to be the 
greatest of all time in their sport! We pride ourselves on being a broad-
based program that provides the best possible resources and support for 
all of our 25 teams, 14 of which, currently, are women’s teams. 

Since Title IX passed in 1972 banning discrimination on the basis 
of sex in any educational program or activity that is federally funded, 
UCLA Athletics has proudly embraced the intention behind it. In 1975, 
basketball standout Ann Meyers became our � rst female student-athlete 
to be awarded a full athletic scholarship. Meyers went on to win silver in 
the 1976 Montreal Olympics and later became the only woman to sign 
a contract with a NBA team.

In 1982, Bruin softball and track and � eld teams won our � rst two 
women’s NCAA championships, and our women’s programs haven’t 
stopped winning since. In fact, women’s teams have won 43 of our 
118 NCAA titles, including our landmark 100th, captured by women’s 
water polo in 2007, and our most recent, won by softball last spring. 
A standout on that team, Rachel Garcia, also won the 2019 Honda 
Cup, joining four other Bruins who previously have won the prestigious 
Collegiate Woman Athlete of the Year Award: Lisa Fernandez, Natasha 
Watley, Ann Meyers and Jackie Joyner-Kersee.

Women have provided some of our most exciting, memorable and 
celebration-worthy moments in competition. But UCLA’s female 
athletes have made a di� erence and set themselves apart in many other 
ways, too. From achieving academic and career excellence to using 
their platform to advocate for social causes, Bruins have the most awe-
inspiring stories to tell. 

After leading women’s basketball to its � rst national championship, 
Anita Ortega went on to become the � rst African-American female captain 
for the LAPD. Another women’s basketball alumna, Natalie Nakase, 
became the � rst female assistant coach in the NBA. NCAA champion and 
1996 Olympic swimmer Annette Salmeen went on to study at Oxford 
University as a Rhodes Scholar. Five-time track and � eld Olympian Gail 
Devers overcame Graves’ Disease to win three Olympic gold medals and 
13 World medals. Kim Hamilton, the � rst African-American scholarship 
gymnast at UCLA, became the only gymnast in NCAA history to win 
three consecutive � oor titles, and Kyla Ross (a.k.a. “� e Boss”) was 
the � rst NCAA, World and Olympic gymnastics champion. Teammate 
Madison Kocian achieved that same feat a year later. 

I have been so fortunate to personally witness the unfolding of 
greatness before my very eyes many times during my tenure. � e true 
joy of serving as the steward of this amazing program is to know that 
all of us — coaches, sta�  and friends of the program — have played a 
signi� cant role in transforming lives and helping to develop champions 
in every sense of the word. � ere have been too many incredible student-
athletes to mention them all by name, but here are a handful from the 
last 18 years that I know will ring a bell with many of you: 

•   Noelle Quinn, Nikki Blue and Lisa Willis 
... three outstanding performers on the 
hardwood, each moving on to the WNBA 
and now making their mark in the coaching 
profession.

•    Golfers Ti� any Joh, Charlotte Mayorkas and 
Alison Lee ... what I wouldn’t give to have their 
ability and poise under duress on the links.

•  Gymnastics marvels Onnie Willis, Vanessa 
Zamarripa, Kate Richardson, Sam Peszek, 
Danusia Francis and Peng-Peng Lee ... some 
of the toughest athletes in our program.

•  Lauren Cheney, Sydney Leroux, Abby Dahlkemper and Sam Mewis 
... not only blazing the trail for future women’s soccer greats at 
UCLA, but also winning gold for America on the grandest of all 
stages: the Olympics and World Cup. 

•  Natasha Watley, an incredible shortstop, along with fellow softball 
greats Andrea Duran, Tairia Mims, Keira Goerl, Anjelica Selden, 
Megan Langenfeld, and most recently the Perez sisters — Kylee and 
Briana — and Rachel Garcia.

•  NCAA water polo champions and Olympic gold medalists ... Natalie 
Golda, Kelly Rulon, Courtney Mathewson. 

•  How about the beauty and power of Kim Vanderberg’s butter� y 
stroke in swimming and the grace of  divers Eloise Belanger and 
Maria Polyakova? 

•  In track and � eld, I recall Monique Henderson’s blazing speed; the 
hurdle mastery of Sheena Johnson, Nicole Leach and Turquoise 
� ompson; Rhonda Watkins in the jumps and Chelsea Johnson 
reaching new heights in the pole vault.

•  In tennis, Riza Zalameda, Jennifer Brady and Robin Anderson 
dominated the courts.

•  Karsta Lowe, Nana Meriwether, Rachael Kidder and Nellie Spicer 
continued the great Bruin tradition on the volleyball court. 

•  Rowers Lanea Tuiasosopo and Jasmine English, who won Female 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year in back-to-back years.

•  Nicole and Megan McNamara, a dynamic duo in the sand who 
helped establish UCLA’s beach volleyball program and contributed 
to back-to-back National Championships.
I can go on and on. � is list doesn’t nearly do justice to the many 

wonderful women who have graced the halls of the Morgan Center and 
laid it on the line for their alma mater.

In a recent Centennial story written for UCLA’s Newsroom, 
Cynthia Lee wrote, “UCLA’s creation of a thriving women’s athletics 
program changed campus life, the school’s national reputation and 
most importantly, the lives of thousands of student-athletes and all 
the children who have looked up to them.” I couldn’t have said it 
better myself.

Go Bruins!

Dan

 DAN GUERRERO
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A HEROES’ 
WELCOME
As part of UCLA Athletics’ longstanding effort to 

help veterans in the Los Angeles Area, the BRUIN 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S GOLF TEAMS gathered 

at the nearby Heroes Golf Course on January 20 

to put on a free clinic for local veterans. The day 

began with instruction from UCLA coaches and 

players, followed by a round of course play. Free 

breakfast and lunch was also served. 

INSET: UCLA women’s head coach CARRIE 

FORSYTH (right) provides instruction to one of the 

veterans in attendance. 

(Photos: Jesus Ramirez)
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BATTLE 
FOR L.A.
Junior forward MICHAELA ONYENWERE hit the 

f loor to control a loose ball during UCLA’s 83-59 

victory over crosstown rival USC at Pauley Pavil-

ion presented by Wescom on December 29. Onyenw-

ere f inished the game with 21 points on 9-for-15 

shooting, also adding eight rebounds. The win was 

UCLA’s 12th in a row, tying the 1980-81 squad 

for the most consecutive wins to open a season (12). 

(Photo: Don Liebig/ASUCLA)

9

BRUIN BLUE SPRING 2020@UCLAAthletics /uclaathletics /UCLA.athletics /uclaathletics







12 www.uclabruins.com

BRUIN BLUE SPRING 2020



SPRING 
TIME
Junior diver RUBY NEAVE competes in the 3-meter 

springboard during a home meet against Stanford 

on January 31 at UCLA’s Spieker Aquatics Center. 

Neave posted the Bruins’ top f inish in the event 

with a cumulative score of 298.20. (Photo: Jesus 

Ramirez)     
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
T.O.P. C H O P S 

WHY DID TOP CHOPS INITIALLY DECIDE TO 
STRATEGICALLY PARTNER WITH UCLA ATHLETICS?

When we were approached with the idea of partnering with UCLA 
Athletics and the Rose Bowl Stadium, we saw it as an opportunity to tell 
our story in another region of the country. We also liked the idea of aligning 
our company with an organization involved in collegiate sports. Collegiate 
sporting events are attended by tens of thousands of fans on a weekly basis. 
We viewed this partnership as a way to create brand awareness and to share 
our products with students, athletes and the people of Los Angeles and 
Southern California.

HOW HAS THE PARTNERSHIP WITH UCLA ATHLETICS 
HELPED YOUR BUSINESS? 

We have been able to share our beef jerky with tens of thousands of 
potential customers and gain insight from sampling and guest surveys. 
In addition to creating brand awareness in the Los Angeles and Southern 
California areas, we have increased our sales by 30% with our largest cus-
tomer in the region.

HAS THE PARTNERSHIP ACCOMPLISHED WHAT YOU 
HAD ORIGINALLY HOPED?

Not only have we enjoyed the partnership with UCLA Athletics and 
Lear� eld IMG College, there have been tangible bene� ts realized by T.O.P. 
Chops Beef Jerky. Having the opportunity to showcase and sell our prod-
ucts at the Rose Bowl Stadium, not only provides us with an additional 
revenue stream, it also allows us to capture real-time consumer insight. In 
addition to the aforementioned, we have also strengthened our relationship 
with retailers and distributors in Southern California.

14

BRUIN BLUE SPRING 2020

DUSTY JAQUINS, Co-founder of T.O.P. Chops, pictured here with his wife 

DEBBIE at a Learf ield IMG College hospitality event on New Year’s Day at 

the Rose Bowl Stadium. 



SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
T.O.P. C H O P S 

WHAT DRIVES YOU TO CONTINUING PARTNERING 
YOUR BUSINESS WITH UCLA ATHLETICS?

We believe that by sponsoring UCLA Athletics, we will continue to 
enhance our brand awareness and see continued overall brand growth in 
the region. As we bring on new retail partners, our sponsorship with UCLA 
Athletics and Lear� eld IMG College becomes even more important. 

PLEASE SHARE ONE MEMORABLE MOMENT FROM 
THE PARTNERSHIP?

We enjoyed sharing our product with all of the fans that visited us at the 
UCLA Football Fan Zone, but spending time with the winners of our ticket 
give-away was the most memorable moment. Being able to take part in the 
excitement exhibited by the winners was a lot of fun.

HAS THE DEPTH OF THE UCLA NETWORK 
(SPONSORS/DONORS) ADDED TO TOP CHOPS 
ULTIMATE GOALS?

Yes, although I believe there is a lot more I we can do together. We are 

only 6 months into our agreement, but after evaluating those � rst months, 
there is no doubt we will accomplish our goals.

IF ANOTHER COMPANY WAS CONSIDERING 
BECOMING A SPONSOR OF UCLA ATHLETICS, WHAT 
WOULD YOU TELL THEM?

Working with the team at UCLA and Lear� eld IMG College has been 
a great experience. � eir team is easy to work with and very professional. 
Understanding their business better than the client, they o� er suggestions 
to make our activation a better fan experience. We are looking forward to 
working with them for years to come.

T.O.P. CHOPS is the Off icial Beef Jerky of UCLA Athletics and can be found 

at UCLA Football games in the fan zone and in concession stands.

15
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J udith Holland was 35 years old and working in the Sacramento State athletic department 
on June 23, 1972, when the earth shifted beneath her feet.

Valorie Kondos was nine and a ballet dancer, unaware that her future would be altered 
forever that day.

Ann Meyers was about to be a high school junior, already one of the best women’s basketball players in 
the country, and Sue Enquist was going into her sophomore year at San Clemente High School the day 
Title IX was signed into legislation by Richard Nixon, altering the sports landscape forever.

Unlike some who would only grow to learn the e� ects of Title IX in time, Enquist felt her whole 
world change.

“I grew up playing with boys my whole life; you had to just tag along. It suddenly hit us — girls can 
play boys’ sports now,” she said. “It wasn’t that women’s sports would get equal access, it was you could 
play on the boys’ teams. My � rst intro to Title IX was, ‘Are you telling me I can try out for baseball at 
San Clemente High?’ And that’s how I got to UCLA. I played baseball. Six weeks before I’m packed to 
go to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and I get a call from UCLA asking if I would consider coming for a 
visit. I had no idea about UCLA. All I knew was I loved watching them play football.

“I walked on campus, and I saw a woman playing basketball. I’d never seen a female athlete that 
athletic. I thought, ‘I want to go to school there, and I want to hang out with her. Out there on the court 
was Ann Meyers Drysdale, who is my dearest friend to this day.”

� is is a story about how Title IX changed UCLA forever, and how UCLA changed the course of 
women’s athletics.

���
� e number that Holland remembers is $283,000.
� at’s what it took to launch UCLA’s women’s athletic department, and women’s sports in general, 

into the stratosphere. Just $283,000. To put that number in perspective, it’s worth noting that some 
Olympic sports coaches make that in a year these days.

And it had taken some time to get there, even. � is was 1974, two years after the passing of Title IX. 
� e men, Holland said, were slow to win over.

“� ere were a lot of objections,” Holland remembers. “Most of the people at the NCAA thought it 
was the end of men’s sports as they knew it. Because of that, they fought it tooth and nail. It was a real 

TRAILBLAZERS

Thanks to some amazing individuals, UCLA was 
at the forefront of the Title IX movement.

17

byJON GOLD

Left: Women’s Athletics Director JUDITH HOLLAND ( far left) greets former President Gerald Ford (center) 

during his visit to UCLA in 1978. Three years earlier, President Ford signed Title IX regulations, which 

included the provision prohibiting sex discrimination in athletics and established a three-year window for 

educational institutions to comply. 
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TRAILBLAZERS
THANKS TO SOME AMAZING INDIVIDUALS, UCLA WAS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE TITLE IX MOVEMENT.

tough time for women. You could see on the horizon something good was 
there, but not a lot of action.”

Enquist said there was never an outward bias toward women athletes, 
but, she said, “You knew you were second class. You didn’t have media 
coverage, you didn’t have shared or equal facilities, no promotion. It was 
a blind bias, and that’s the worst kind of bias. People in positions of power 
don’t realize they’re the reason for discrimination. � ey don’t see it.”

Fortunately on the playing � elds of the UCLA campus, at the athlete 
level, the tea leaves were already clear.

“Even though women’s sports didn’t have all the administrative support, 
the people — the boys, the men, the women — had so much respect for 
each other,” Enquist said. “At the athlete level, there was a built-in respect. 
We made it here, and we’re at the best school with the best athletes. It didn’t 
matter if we were going to watch women’s tennis or men’s golf — there was 
a tremendous amount of respect.”

Gradually, it trickled up.
In Westwood, attitudes were changing, and, Holland said, “� at’s one of 

the reasons I wanted to go to there.”
“UCLA was at the forefront,” she said. “� e exception was UCLA. 

� ey did embrace it. � ey did action. A lot of people just talked about 
it. UCLA moved right ahead, and that’s why I was hired. � ey formed an 
entire department separate from the men. � e athletics director at the time, 

J.D. Morgan, was behind women’s sports. To this day, I don’t think he gets 
enough credit.”

In 1974, anticipating the enforcement of Title IX, chancellor Charles 
Young created a separate women’s athletic department at the university, and 
Holland was given less than $300,000 to cover everything: coaches’ salaries, 
athletic scholarships, uniforms, transportation, food, everything.

Back then, $283K was a nice chunk of money. But times were lean.
“When I entered UCLA as a freshman, we wore the men’s track team 

practice t-shirts as our game uniforms,” Enquist remembers. “On the inside 
of my shirt was ‘WB,’ and I knew they were used. WB? WB was Willie 
Banks! I thought I’d died and gone to heaven. I’m wearing Willie Banks, 
man, the greatest triple jumper of all time.”

Enquist laughed as she recalls the softball team driving itself to games 
her freshman and sophomore seasons. � ere was not enough money for 
buses. � e team practiced on intramural � elds, carving time after soccer and 
before ultimate Frisbee.

Holland learned how to stretch a buck and how to sell a vision. She 
worked her hardest on coaching salaries, convincing greats of their game 
to work for pennies on the dollar. � e pitch? Get in on the ground � oor.

“I hired Sharron Backus as our softball coach right away,” Holland said. 
“I paid her $3,000 the � rst year, and she used all that money for gas. She 
had to drive from Anaheim, and she never complained that much. She had 

18

Flagged by head coach SHARRON BACKUS ( far left) and assistant coach SUE ENQUIST ( far right), the 1984 UCLA SOFTBALL TEAM captured its second 

NCAA Championship in three years. The Bruins had also won the inagural NCAA Championship in softball in 1982.
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to race to practice and home and do it all the next day.”
Two years later, Holland was able to bring in her � rst full-time head 

coach, Cal State Fullerton women’s basketball coach Billie Moore. Moore 
won an AIAW (Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women) 
national championship in her � rst season, and Holland was emboldened.

“We just kept adding one or two each year,” she said. “� e registration fee 
committee, where we were funded, fought like heck to not have full-time 
coaches. � ey didn’t want salaries along with bene� ts. I knew we needed 
stability in our program, and to get that we needed coaches who were good 
and who would stay.”

Soon enough, the UCLA women’s athletics department was thriving, 
unrivaled by any in the nation.

� ere were AIAW national titles for outdoor track and � eld (1975, ’77), 
badminton (1977), soccer (1980), softball (1978) and tennis (1981). And 
when the NCAA began o� ering women’s national championships and fully 
supported women’s athletics in 1982, UCLA was ready to capitalize.

“It wasn’t until I came to UCLA in 1982 and was hired by Dr. Holland, 
that I started hearing all the talk about how she was the godmother of Title 
IX,” Kondos Field said. “I was like what the heck was Title IX? Having been 
there so long, I started seeing how she really empowered female coaches and 
hired female coaches. She was such a champion for female student-athletes.”

UCLA had been at the forefront of women’s athletics at the beginning in 
the 1970s, and was at the top for its rise in the early 1980s.

But then cable television came along, and things really changed.
���

For UCLA women’s athletics — and women’s athletics as a whole — to 
really take o� , it needed to think outside the box.

Holland spearheaded the NCAA’s mainstream acceptance of women’s 
sports, then pushed for expanded television exposure.

“One of the things we had to do was get out of ourselves,” Holland said. 
“We’d been so isolated for so long. People took it as a way of life that we 
should be separate. We had to get out of that.”

UCLA and women’s sports found a willing partner in ESPN, the budding 
all-sports network from far away in Bristol, Conn. Unlike the major 
networks that were able to o� er the big bucks to the NFL and the NBA, 
ESPN turned to the NCAA to � ll its endless hours of live programming.

“It was really in the 1980s when ESPN decided to make the commitment 
to women’s sports,” Holland said. “� ey went from a tape delay of the 
championships to live, and from live to eventually going deep into the 
tournament. � at was the tipping point from the sports perspective. In 1982 
they became a leader for us. We’re celebrating that success now. For decades 
they were losing money covering it. � ey knew they had something powerful.”

It wasn’t always easy.
“I was chair of the women’s basketball committee in the NCAA for � ve 

years, and that’s a sport that really took o� ,” Holland said. “We had a lot of 
meetings with ESPN and they weren’t quite so eager. We had to kind of hold 
their feet to the � re sometimes just to do the simple things. One of the big 
arguments we had was they never gave us airtime before the championships. 
‘Next weekend, coming up.’ How hard is that to do? Plugs. To let people 
know we’re going to be on. It took a long time for that to happen.”

� e tide turned in 1990 with the hiring of Carol Sti�  at ESPN. Says 
Holland, “ESPN started to fully embrace women’s athletics once they 

hired women.”
“For us, the pivotal time was when we acquired our NCAA package,” 

Sti�  said. “We became the exclusive home of the women’s basketball 
tournament, and with that deal came the softball championship, women’s 
soccer, along with the College World Series, wrestling, swimming and 
diving. We acquired 21 championships that year. But the big one was the 
women’s basketball tournament.”

Prior to that year, the most ESPN had televised was four women’s 
basketball games, and CBS laid claim to the national semi� nals and the 
championship game. � ere wasn’t even a day of rest in between.

For ESPN, it was just as much an act of trust from the NCAA.
“� at committee had to make a decision, leave network TV or take a 

leap of faith with this cable company,” Sti�  said. “� at � rst year, we went 
from seven total games, four on ESPN and three on CBS to I believe it was 
24 national games, with a day of rest. � ank goodness for people like Judie 
Holland to roll the dice with us.”

It was a Monday night in 2001 when college softball had its moment.
And it’s all thanks to Roger Clemens.

The f irst woman to earn an athletic scholarship at UCLA, ANN MEYERS led 

the Bruins to the AIAW National Championship in 1978, defeating Mary-

land, 90-74 at Pauley Pavilion. She was subsequently named the winner of the 

Honda Sports Award as outstanding women’s college basketball player of the 

year, as well as the Broderick Cup for outstanding woman athlete of the year 

that same season.
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TRAILBLAZERS
THANKS TO SOME AMAZING INDIVIDUALS, UCLA WAS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE TITLE IX MOVEMENT.

Monday, May 28, 2001, the Yankees went into a rain delay with their 
star pitcher on the mound, delaying the start of the Women’s College World 
Series championship game between UCLA and Arizona, arguably the two 
best programs in college softball history.

Minutes went by, then hours.
Sti�  faced a dilemma. Major League Baseball rules dictated that ESPN 

was mandated to stick with its marquee baseball matchup until the game 
was called by the umpire. Sti�  knew the time was running out. She called 
the NCAA.

“Go ahead and play, crown the winner, we’ll record it and play it on 
prime time on ESPN,” she told the sport’s governing body. “I said trust me, 
it’s going to be prime time, Monday night, everyone home from the holiday, 
you’re gonna rate well. And it did, o�  the charts.”

� e Bruins lost that day, 1-0, to Jennie Finch and the Wildcats. UCLA 
might not have come out on top, but the sport of softball won. Women’s 
athletics won big.

“� at gave me the ammunition to give to our programing department,” 
Sti�  said. “I showed them the number — and it was an impressive number 
— and it gave us a chance to add more games. � e number was historic, and 
from that number, we added a preseason kicko� .”

���
So where does UCLA — and where does the world — go from here?
Less than 300,000 girls participated in high school sports in 1971, 

the year before Title IX became law. By 2002, that number was 
3,000,000. In 2017-18, according to the National Federation of State 
High School Associations, a record 3,415,306 girls participated in high 
school athletics.

Nearing the 50th anniversary, women’s athletics is more popular than 
ever. College women’s basketball stars are cultural icons. Softball stars adorn 
magazine covers. Gymnasts end up on Ellen.

When Bruin gymnast Katelyn Ohashi went viral with her � oor routine in 
2019, Sti�  remembers the buzz in the ESPN o�  ces.

“� at video went viral — who didn’t see that? — and all of a sudden, 
we’re getting calls from higher-ups, let’s upgrade gymnastics. Can we get 
more UCLA gymnastics on?’”

Added Kondos Field: “It’s really rewarding and it is quite humbling, but 
as I told Katelyn as soon as that went viral: � e most important part of life 
is to be prepared for your moment, to be ready for this platform. She had 
to be able to speak on the importance of sports and athletics for all humans, 
men and women. She had to share how UCLA was a leader in women’s 
athletics and talked about how UCLA is a champion of women in sports.”

It’s been almost � ve decades, but it’s still true.
Looking back at the beginnings, Holland laughs. � ere were battles. Yes, 

there were. But it was worth it. For women’s sports, and for UCLA.
“What I’ve learned about life so far is if it’s worth having, it’s not going 

to be easy,” she said.
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KATELYN OHASHI (left) and VALORIE KONDOS FIELD celebrate during a meet against Stanford on March 10, 2019, at Pauley Pavilion. (Photo: Katharine 

Lotze/Getty Images)
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DIFFERENCE MAKERS
STUDENT-ATHLETES LIA FOSTER, TAYLOR JOHNSON AND JENAVEE PERES SERVE AS AN INSPIRATION TO MANY.

U
CLA students are known for their diverse interests, broad 
accomplishments and packed schedules, and for Bruin 
student-athletes, that is no di� erent.

For three such UCLA women’s sports stars, their passions 
o�  the � eld of play are just as important as their impact on it.

Growing up in Hawai'i, junior 
swimmer Lia Foster always felt 
the strong connection between 
nature and humans. As a child, 

she learned about Hawaiian culture 
and history, as well as her own. She 
learned that her grandparents were 
involved with agriculture and fought 

for farmers and indigenous rights.
“I grew up with them nurturing the idea of an environmental relation-

ship,” Foster said. “We’re not supposed to dominate nature.”
Hawaiians have a phrase for this: Aloha '�ina, m�lama '�ina. To love the 

land, protect the land. Also central in this belief is that humans and nature 
are interconnected, and one cannot survive without the other.

Foster has responded to that calling, and taken her passion to UCLA.
Last year, Foster brought her concerns to UCLA Director of Student-

Athlete Development Ric Coy, hoping to initiate change. � ose initial 
conversations blossomed into the Bruin Environmental Leadership Team 
(B.E.L.T.) initiative, aiming at making UCLA Athletics more sustainable.

In UCLA, Foster found a willing partner, and in her teammates, open ears.
“To be on this team, it’s really important for everyone to share their own 

culture and identity,” said Foster, who competes in the 100 Fly, 200 Fly and 
200 IM for the Bruins’ swim team. “UCLA and the swim team have been 
very accepting of that side of me. Education is key in this environmental 
issue. � ere is ignorance, but people do want to help and do care. I think the 
biggest thing UCLA has given me is this platform to spread this message.”

She started in her own locker room, helping change attitudes and 
behaviors.

First, they banned one-use drinking cups at practice. A small change, 
but one that has drastically reduced waste. At the UCLA Fueling Station, 
which provides pre-workout and mid-day healthy snacks in the school’s 
Athletic Performance Center, the team has decreased plastic and single-use 
items, and Foster is looking for even more ways for her own team to reduce 
its footprint.

“As an athlete, our schedule is completely full, and we think we need 
everything instantly,” Foster said. “A lot of waste that is generated is because 
our lifestyles are on-the-go. But it’s easier to change the kind of waste we’re 
leaving. We’re not trying to eliminate waste, but really just change the stu�  
we use every day. One of my dreams is to change individual habits and 
build awareness.”

She has bigger dreams, too.
“My biggest, biggest goal — and I get really excited talking about this 

— I want to use our platform to pair up with other schools and push them 
to create better, more sustainable gear,” she said. “Change the packaging, 
change the gear. Every piece of gear we get is given in a small plastic bag. 
From a bra to shorts, pants. It just seems so wasteful to me. I want to pair 
up with other schools, get their athletes on board and send the message that 
we want better, we need better, and you can do better.”

Foster is hoping to follow her time at UCLA with a career in environ-
mental justice, which she believes is tied in with other forms of justice. 
Perhaps law school to start.

“Classes I’ve taken here have completely opened my mind,” said Foster, 
who majors in geography and environmental studies and minors in envi-
ronmental systems and society. “UCLA as a school is really good about 
taking action, and I’ve learned that everything is interrelated. In a perfect 
world, I’d love to reimagine how water is used in Hawai’i, because UCLA 
has given me this education that ties everything together.”
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byJON GOLD

LIA FOSTER
Women’s Swimming | Junior

In addition to performing in the pool and in the classroom, swimmer LIA 

FOSTER is focused on making UCLA Athletics — and its partners — more 

sustainable. (Photo: UCLA Athletics)
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A random phone call from Lisa 
Fernandez in November changed 
Jenavee Peres’ life.

� e former slugging superstar 
for San Diego State had moved on 
from softball after giving birth to a 
beautiful baby boy in the summer of 
2018. Her cleats were already hung 

up on the shelf, her bat tucked away in a closet somewhere, her focus now 
entirely on providing and caring for her young son, Levi.

As much as she missed softball, and as much as she still felt like she had 
gas left in the tank, Peres was settling into a nice little routine.

She had, she says, “her � rst big girl job,” working in dispatch for a secu-
rity company — her long-term goal is to work as a 911 dispatcher — and 
softball was becoming just a part of her past, not the de� ning characteristic 
of her present.

� en Fernandez called and asked Peres if she wanted to join the Bruins 
as a grad transfer.

“I was actually really hesitant,” Peres said. “I’d moved on to my next 
stage. Did I want to make myself uncomfortable again, go back to school, 
put on hold what I wanted to do with my life? It took me two weeks to 
decide. I had a chance to be a Bruin, to get my master’s degree, to play soft-
ball one more time, to get to � nish what I started so long ago.”

Finally, she thought, “How can I pass this up?”
She remembers her � rst walk into the team room.
“I was honestly a little starstruck,” she said.
After taking 18 months o�  of softball, she was a little rusty. But this is 

no typical grad transfer: She owns SDSU records for batting average (.409), 
on base percentage (.466) and slugging percentage (.743) and ranks third 
in Aztec history in runs batted in (131), fourth in home runs (34), sixth in 
runs scored (112) and eighth in total bases (298). But the former Mountain 
West Conference Player of the Year — the � rst SDSU player to earn NFCA 
Second Team All-American honors (2017) — said she’s found a new home 
with the Bruins.

“It’s an indescribable feeling,” said Peres, on being asked to join a team 
as loaded as UCLA’s. “I asked myself, ‘Why would they want me? I haven’t 
played in a year and a half.’ Wait, if they want me, they see something in 
me. I know I have it in me. My 18 months o� , I got lost in being a mom; I 
kind of became only Levi’s mom, not Jenavee. � em seeing it in me lit this 
� re in me. I’m for dang sure going to be productive in any shape or form 
— bullpen catcher, pinch hitter, designated hitter, starting catcher — no 
matter the role, I’m going to be my best. I know they see it in me, and I 
know my experience brings something to the team.”

Once she realized what she could add to the Bruins, Peres was in.
And UCLA? � e Bruins were already waiting for her.
“� ey’ve brought us both in with open arms,” she said. “I couldn’t be 

more thankful for how understanding they’ve been, knowing I’m a mom 

� rst. Something coaches instill in me every day, our team mantra, even, is 
family, school, softball.”

Having a rambunctious — and active — little boy in the locker room 
could be a rallying point for these Bruins. Peres’ teammates are already 
vying for his a� ection. She gives her teammates fruit snacks to get on Levi’s 
good side.

“Everyone totally loves Levi,” Peres said. “I brought him to practice only 
once so far, and team managers helped watch him. Our athletic training 
sta�  was in on it, too. Coaches were like, you do what you need to on the 
� eld, and we’ll handle him in here. � em helping me separate being a mom 
and a player, I couldn’t be any more thankful. � ey haven’t experienced 
anyone with a child, and we’re all going through it together.”

With a little help from her softball family, JENAVEE PERES is able to balance 

a rigourous academic and athletic schedule while also being a mother to her son 

Levi. (Photo: Jenavee Peres)
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DIFFERENCE MAKERS
STUDENT-ATHLETES LIA FOSTER, TAYLOR JOHNSON AND JENAVEE PERES SERVE AS AN INSPIRATION TO MANY.

No matter how much they may 
love their teammates, no matter 
how much they may trust their 
coaches, sometimes the most 

important conversation a UCLA 
student-athlete can have is with 
someone from another sport.

UCLA tennis player Taylor 
Johnson knows this well, and when she discovered that one of her childhood 
friends had started an organization on the Columbia University campus 
dedicated to female athlete cohesiveness, she realized she wanted to bring 
that to the Bruins.

Last year, Johnson started the FAST chapter at UCLA — Female Athletes 
Stand Together — in order to empower, connect and support student 
female-athletes on her own campus. � e broader goal? Help spread the idea 
to campuses nationwide.

“FAST is a cool way for all of us to just come together and talk about our 
dreams and our struggles,” Johnson said. “We’re all kind of on a similar boat. 
I’m seeing a lot of friendships forming, and a lot more support toward each 

other. Women’s sports used to be very competitive with one another. At our 
last meeting, I saw people talking to each other who they’d never met before.”

On a campus like UCLA’s, where athletes across the board are the cream 
of the crop, who better to empathize with the tremendous highs and lows 
of being a Bruin athlete?

“It’s really important to have other people on campus to talk to,” she said. 
“You’re with your teammates all the time, and even though I’m fortunate to 
be on a great team and we’re all close, it’s nice to go outside of your team, 
as well. It’s nice to talk about other things than just your sport. We’re all 
going through the same thing here. We all have a sense of what’s happening 
in each other’s lives.”

As of the winter, the organization has had just two meetings. But at 
the last meeting, FASTgiving, nearly 60 female student-athletes attended. 
Another meeting was planned for February as of publication. Johnson 
said the goal of the organization is to put on events, to work with other 
organizations on campus and to spread a message of inclusion.

On other campuses where most teams are not expected to be in 
contention for national championships every year, perhaps the message 
would be di� erent. At UCLA, essentially an athletic incubator for the top 
talent in the world at their respective � elds, the pressures and stresses of 
college life are almost universal.

“It’s amazing everything UCLA has done in women’s athletics,” Johnson 
said. “It’s such a great environment to be in. We’re constantly surrounded 
by people who are striving to be better. We’re all going after one same goal.”
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After seeing how other schools have fostered cross-sport relationships among their female student-athletes, tennis player TAYLOR JOHNSON embarked on a mission 

to bring that type of attitude to UCLA. (Photo: Jesus Ramirez)
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Only a true freshman, women’s water polo standout Abbi Hill 
is already one of the top players in the country, leading UCLA, 
and the entire MPSF Conference, in scoring through the early part 
of the 2020 season. If the last name sounds familiar it’s because 
she’s actually the third member of her family to play water polo at 
UCLA, following All-American sisters Sami and Kodi.  

YOU’RE THE THIRD MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY TO 
PLAY WATER POLO FOR UCLA. THERE MUST BE 
SOME ATHLETIC GENES IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD. 
Well, both of my parents played sports in college. My mom played 
basketball at BYU. My dad played football for two years at Fresno 
State and then transferred to BYU-Hawai’i and played basketball there. 
My brother, Deacon, plays football and is committed to Wisconsin as a 
quarterback. And obviously my two sisters, Sami and Kodi, played water 
polo here. I’d say sports was de� nitely a big part of my life growing up. 

WITH SO MANY HIGH-LEVEL ATHLETES UNDER 
ONE ROOF, WAS THERE ANY SORT OF SIBLING 
RIVALRY?
I wouldn’t say so. I think (all the siblings) are pretty supportive of each 
other. There is also a pretty big age gap between my two older sisters and 
my brother and me. So it wasn’t like we ever really played sports together. 
I think maybe one alumni game is the most I’ve ever played water polo 
with my sisters.  

WITH YOUR TWO OLDER SISTERS HAVING 
PLAYED HERE, WAS IT JUST A FOREGONE 
CONCLUSION YOU WERE GOING TO COME TO 
UCLA? 
I looked at four other schools actually. Other people thought it was just 
automatic that I was going to come here, but I personally never thought 
that. In the end I looked at the other o� ers and just decided that UCLA 
was the best � t for me. Obviously I grew up coming here and I knew a 
lot about the school, but it was an individual decision and not something 
predetermined because of my sisters.  

ANY INTERESTS OUTSIDE OF WATER POLO?
It’s hard because water polo takes up such a huge part of my life. I feel 
like I’m really close with my family and my friends so I think I focus a 
lot on just being able to hang out with them. But the reality is, it’s mostly 
just water polo. 

ABBI
HILL

ALL IN THE FAMILY

a Q&A with

4

YOU’RE ONLY A TRUE FRESHMAN, BUT HAVE YOU LOOKED 
AT ANY SPECIFIC AREAS OF STUDY THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO PURSUE?
I really like working with kids so I’m somewhat leaning toward teaching. I’m also 
interested in psychology, so if the education thing doesn’t work out, I think I’ll major in 
psych and then try to go to grad school.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS AS FAR AS WATER POLO IS 
CONCERNED?
Obviously everyone wants to play in the Olympics. I won’t get to go this year, but I think 
a long-term goal could be going in 2024. It’s great timing for me because I will have just 
graduated and I won’t have to worry about missing any school. Hopefully I’m invited.

WHAT’S GREAT ABOUT THIS CURRENT TEAM?
Even though we are really young, we are very driven. We have tremendous focus and a ton of 
potential. But even though we still have room to grow, we are in a great place to make a run 
to win it this year. I’m really excited about it.
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR
FIVE UPCOMING EVENTS TO ATTEND
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W O M E N ’S  T E N N I S 

VS . U S C

If the early part of the 

season is any indication, head coach Stella 

Sampras Webster and the Bruin women’s 

tennis team will be one of the top teams 

vying for the title when the NCAA 

Championships come around in May. 

UCLA � nished second at the USTA/ITA 

National Team Indoor Championships, 

beating previously No. 1 ranked Stanford 

along the way. Before the NCAAs, 

however, the Bruins will need to get past 

crosstown rival USC on April 17 at the 

Los Angeles Tennis Center.

TIME: 1:30 P.M.

TICKET INFO: FREE 

W O M E N ’S  WAT E R P O L O 

VS . S TA N F O R D

� e top two teams in the nation during the early part of the season, the 

Bruins and Cardinal will battle it out at UCLA’s Spieker Aquatics Center 

on April 4 in what is always a crucial MPSF matchup. � e 2020 Bruins are 

paced by true freshman utility player Abbi Hill, who has already led both 

UCLA and the conference in scoring. Hill is continuing in a long line of 

Bruin greats, as she is the younger sister of former UCLA women’s water polo 

All-Americans Sami and Kodi. 

TIME: 1 P.M. |  TICKET INFO: FREE

N C A A GY M N A ST I C S 

R E G I O N A L S

UCLA will host the NCAA Los Angeles 

Regional in Pauley Pavilion April 

2-4 with two NCAA Championship 

team berths on the line. � e regional 

competition begins with a � rst-round 

matchup on April 2 at 3 p.m. between 

the eighth and ninth seeds. � e winner 

will advance to the second round, which 

takes place on Apr. 3 with two sessions, 

at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. � e top two 

teams from each second round session 

will advance to the Regional Final on 

Apr. 4 at 7 p.m. and will battle it out 

for a Top 2 � nish and advancement to the NCAA 

Championships. 

TIMES: APRIL 2 -  3 P.M. /  APRIL 3 -  1 & 7 P.M. 

/  APRIL 4 -  7 P.M.

TICKET INFO: ALL SESSION: $50-95; 

SINGLE-SESSION: $15-30

B A S E B A L L 

VS . U S C

Crosstown rivals UCLA and USC met on the baseball diamond four times in 2019, with the Bruins winning 

three of those four contests. � e two teams will square o�  again for the � rst game of a three-game series on Friday, 

May 21 at Jackie Robinson Stadium. If UCLA can come anywhere close to duplicating the type of season it had 

a year ago, the Bruins should be tought to beat in 2002. UCLA is coming o�  a 2019 season that ranks among 

the most successful in program history, as the school tallied a school-record 52 wins, had its highest winning 

percentage since 1924 (.828), was selected as the No. 1 national seed in the NCAA tournament.

TIME: 6 P.M.

TICKET INFO: GENERAL ADMISSION - $10 

PA C -1 2  B E A C H 

V O L L E Y B A L L 

C H A M P I O N S H I P S

Some of the best beach volleyball teams in the nation will descend 

on UCLA in late April, as for the � rst time ever, UCLA will be 

the host site for the Pac-12 Championships, set to take place from 

April 23-25 at Mapes Beach. Since the NCAA became the govern-

ing body of beach volleyball in 2016, all four NCAA Champion-

ships have been won by Pac-12 teams (USC in 2016 and 2017; 

UCLA in 2018 and 2019). After starting the year ranked No. 1 

nationally, you can bet that the two-time defending NCAA Cham-

pion Bruins will be in title contention again in 2020. 

TIME: TBA| TICKET INFO: FREE

APRIL

2-4

APRIL

4

APRIL

17

APRIL

23-25

MAY

21
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Gary and Barb Kovacic are passionately committed 
to supporting UCLA and Bruin student-athletes 
through the Wooden Athletic Fund. Gary, a 1973 UCLA 
graduate who earned his BA in history, is a partner 
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�L�Q�J���H�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���G�R�P�D�L�Q���O�D�Z���D�W���W�K�H���O�D�Z���²�U�P���R�I��
Sullivan, Workman & Dee, LLP. Barb, a 1974 UCLA 
grad, earned her BA in psychology, and is the owner 
�R�I���3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�����/�/�&�����*�D�U�\���D�Q�G���%�D�U�E��
met while living in Dykstra Hall and have continued 
their strong connection to their alma mater. Barb was 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�O�\���W�K�H���²�U�V�W���I�H�P�D�O�H���X�V�K�H�U���L�Q���3�D�X�O�H�\���3�D�Y�L�O�L�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U��
�E�H�L�Q�J���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���S�H�D�Q�X�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�V����
Gary, also a Pauley Pavilion usher, had some exciting 
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to create great Bruin memories by attending games and 
other UCLA events. 
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“We support both UCLA academic and athletic 
programs, but athletics play a special role at 

UCLA. Our programs are obviously entertaining 
and a source of school pride. They also help 

maintain UCLA’s reputation as an exceptional 
institution that focuses on the whole student-

athlete. Anything associated with Coach 
John Wooden is worth supporting.”

Gary and Barb Kovacic are passionately committed 

through the Wooden Athletic Fund. Gary, a 1973 UCLA 

grad, earned her BA in psychology, and is the owner 
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I
t is di�  cult to fathom today, but there was a time, in the ludicrously 
recent past, when women’s collegiate athletics were separate — 
but far from equal — from men’s. Male student-athletes received 
scholarships; female student-athletes did not. Male student-athletes 

had full-time coaches and budgets for uniforms, travel and the like; female 
student-athletes did not. Being a female student-athlete was being a second-
class citizen of the highest order. It was a tough time for women in all 
aspects of life then; athletics being but one.

� e NCAA governed men’s collegiate athletics since 1906; there was no 
national governing body for women’s collegiate athletics until 1966 when the 
Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (CIAW) was formed. 
� is was replaced in 1971 by the Association for Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women (AIAW.) But the following year, 1972, proved monumental for 
women’s collegiate athletics when Title IX was passed.

Title IX, signed into law by President Nixon, was enacted as a 
follow-up to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Passed to end 
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin in the 
areas of employment and public accommodation, this Act did not prohibit 
sex discrimination against persons employed at educational institutions. 
Hence, the addition of Title IX.

In 1975, while Title IX and its implementation was still in its infancy, 
a young athletics administrator from Sacramento State was hired to be 
UCLA’s Director of Women’s Intercollegiate Athletics. Dr. Judith Holland 
came to UCLA with a PhD in Higher Education, specializing in Women’s 
Athletics Administration, and with an extensive background in coaching 
and administration. At the time, no one foresaw how much Dr. Holland’s 
vision would elevate women’s athletics and how it would help put UCLA at 
the forefront of equality for women’s athletics.

Originally from Illinois, Holland moved with her family at the age of 
eight to southern California. Growing up she played softball, basketball, 
volleyball and anything the neighborhood kids played. But at that time 
women were not considered athletes like men; after all, women were not 
supposed to sweat; it wasn’t “ladylike.” 

Holland received her BA and Master’s degrees from Sacramento State, 
where she later lectured, coached and became Director for Women’s 
Athletics. When Holland began her 20-year tenure at UCLA Athletics in 
1975, she had � rst-hand knowledge of the culture of the times with regard 
to women’s sports, and knew there needed to be change to achieve any kind 
of equality between the two programs.

“Title IX went into e� ect immediately when it was passed in 1972,” said 
Holland. “But you have to understand the culture at the time. Athletics 
was all men; women coming in was a threat to many of them. Fortunately, 
[Athletics Director] J.D. Morgan was very supportive. But I still had to pick 
my battles.”

Now, some 48 years later, equality among male and female student-
athletes is taken in stride. But up until this time, there was barely any budget 
for women’s athletics, so that meant no money for scholarships, coaches or 
anything else. Teams had to eke out a way to travel to away games. At its 
most basic, there wasn’t even an o�  ce for women’s athletics, or at least not 
one that was traditional in any sense of the word. 

“We — the women’s athletics administration — were in a green trailer on 
the grass down the slope from the Women’s Gym (now the Glorya Kaufman 
Dance Building) on campus,” recalled Holland. “It was a double-wide trailer, 
which didn’t bother me because it was OUR place. It housed me, all of my 
coaches, and we � t in a few chairs where the student-athletes could sit.”

When Holland entered the picture, her goal was to have UCLA’s 
women’s program be as successful as the men’s. But this would take 
� ghting many uphill battles. � e budget she was given to work with 
was $283,000, and that was for everything: coaches, scholarships, travel, 
equipment, uniforms. One wonders how anyone could turn this number 
into a winning collegiate athletics program. But Holland had the foresight 
to devise a successful strategy.

“We put most of our money into scholarships, because without 
them, athletes wouldn’t choose to play for UCLA,” said Holland. “With 
scholarships being o� ered, recruiting would be easier for the coaches.”

With the bulk of the undersized budget going towards scholarships, 
coaches had to be hired on a part-time basis, so Holland had to � gure out a 
way to “sell” UCLA to recruit great coaches to come to Westwood.

“I had to sell them on the UCLA name and the ‘magic of the Blue and 
Gold,’ and on Coach Wooden’s unprecedented success. People wanted to be at 
UCLA but they all had to make sacri� ces to do it. Being part-time meant they 
wouldn’t receive the pay or bene� ts that came with being a full-time coach.”

One of Holland’s assets that put her head and shoulders above others in 
senior administrative positions was her ability to judge good character, but 
even moreso, to spot a successful coach. Sharon Backus (softball), Billie 
Moore (basketball), Bill Zaima (tennis) and Andy Banachowski (volleyball) 
were among those she hired immediately who added championships and 
many accolades to their resumes at UCLA. 

“I had my faults and my blind spots, but I was very good at judging 
people’s character. I was an involved athletics director. I lived where they 
lived,” said Holland. “I would travel with my teams because I don’t think 
you can know what a team is dealing with until you’re there. But I did take 
tons of criticism over hiring one [coach] in particular.”

“When I was asked by Dr. Holland to be the new head coach of UCLA 
Gymnastics, I reminded her that I didn’t know the � rst thing about 
gymnastics,” explains former UCLA Gymnastics Head Coach, 7-time 
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JUDITH HOLLAND (left) following UCLA’s win at the 1984 NCAA 

Championships in Pauley Pavilion.
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NCAA Champion and Pac-12 Gymnastics Coach of the Century, Valorie 
Kondos Field. “She explained that she had observed how I was � rm but 
compassionate with the student-athletes, and she trusted I’d � gure the rest 
out. Dr. Holland’s ability to see past the X’s and O’s is part of her genius in 
hiring coaches to lead the sports she oversaw.”

Around the time Holland was hired at UCLA, one of its premier women 
student-athletes, Ann Meyers [Drysdale], was o� ered a full basketball 
scholarship. She was the � rst female to receive a full ride at UCLA, and 
besides playing phenomenal basketball, she also ran track and played 
volleyball. But when Meyers needed rest and decided not to play volleyball 
one quarter, it was Holland who came to her rescue.

“I played for USA Basketball every summer, so at the start of my last year 
at UCLA, my knees were bad and I needed a break,” said Meyers Drysdale. 
“Dr. Holland was very blunt and said if I didn’t play sports, I wasn’t going to 
be on scholarship. I was panicked because I wanted to graduate but couldn’t 
a� ord it. But she was the one who fought for me to stay with a scholarship 
and made it happen. I did get my diploma from UCLA, which was very 
important to me.

“When Dr. Holland came in, we quickly saw her work ethic and what 
she wanted to achieve,” Meyers Drysdale continued. “She really changed 
not only women’s sports at UCLA, but women’s sports everywhere. She had 
to be tough. I’m sure she rubbed a lot of people the wrong way, especially 
since they weren’t used to dealing with women who knew what they wanted 
and were that strong.”

When Meyers was a senior in 1978, UCLA’s women’s basketball team 
was getting ready for the � nal tournament. Still governed by the AIAW 
where Holland served as President, there was no Final Four for women, 
only for the men. So instead of having 32 teams compete in the same 
venue as they’d done in years prior, Holland worked to not only get the � rst 
Women’s Final Four to happen, but to get the � nals to be played in Pauley 
Pavilion at UCLA. 

“� e NCAA only relented to allowing us to use the copyrighted name 
‘Final Four’ by calling it the ‘Women’s Final Four.’ I think this � nal game 
was the turning point for women’s athletics at UCLA,” said Holland. 

“We won the championship in my senior year, and I know that Dr. 
Holland worked to get the Final Four at UCLA,” said Meyers Drysdale. 
“We had the biggest crowd — almost 10,000 people — in attendance for 
that game, and it put us on the map. Dr. Holland had great vision; it just 
seemed she was able to see what basketball and other women’s sports could 
bring to the table.” 

In 1977 the AIAW passed legislation to limit female student-athletes 
on scholarship to only tuition and fees, where men’s scholarships include 
housing, tutoring and books. Holland had for years been involved in the 
AIAW but felt the time was right to turn elsewhere.

“In 1978 we started talking about merging the men’s and women’s 
departments,” said Holland. “� e AIAW felt they were in competition with 
the NCAA, but I felt that withdrawing from the AIAW and signing up with 
the NCAA was the way to go for UCLA and women in sports. Times were 
changing, and my responsibility was to UCLA, and I felt that the NCAA 
was the next step for women’s sports. Fortunately, [then Chancellor] Chuck 
Young saw the writing on the wall and knew we needed to provide for 
women athletes. Like J.D., he was always supportive.”

So Holland and Chancellor Young attended the 1981 NCAA convention in 
Washington, D.C., where the legislation to begin o� ering the same programs 
for women as for men at � rst didn’t pass. When it failed to pass during the 
initial vote, Holland took to politicking in the halls of the convention arena 
to sway voters who had abstained. It passed on the second vote 137-117, and 
from then on, the rules were to be the same for men and women, including 
counting championships for women just like for the men. 

After this legislation passed, UCLA was again at the forefront of 
collegiate athletics and made the next step to combine the men’s program 
and the women’s program into one “UCLA Department of Intercollegiate 
Athletics.” After J.D. Morgan’s retirement, Bob Fischer took the reins as 
Athletics Director, but failing health forced his retirement after two years. 
Holland applied to become AD, but UCLA hired Pete Dalis. Since it was 
now all one department, Holland was made the Senior Associate Athletics 
Director and Senior Women’s Administrator. Disappointed over not being 
chosen for the Athletics Director position, she simply forged ahead, working 
hard on running the women’s side of UCLA Athletics.  

During Holland’s tenure, UCLA won the national combined program 
award ten times and � nished no lower than second in the award’s 17-year 
history. She was the impetus behind UCLA hosting more NCAA and Regional 
Championship events than any other university. Laboring for female athletes 
beyond UCLA, she co-founded and served as chair of the Honda Cup awards 
program that honors the nation’s top female collegiate athlete each year. 
Without her contributions, UCLA might not be able to boast 43 women’s 
NCAA national titles, three Honda Cup winners, and countless conference 
championships and All-Americans. During her tenure, Bruin women’s teams 
won 21 total championships with 13 NCAA and 8 AIAW titles. 

“She was never about accolades,” said Meyers Drysdale. “She doesn’t 
want the recognition; to her she was just doing her job. She was tough; 
none of us knew it but she was always in our corner, � ghting for us. And 
there was a respect factor too. I think that having Dr. Holland at UCLA not 
only changed the course of women’s sports at UCLA, but for all women.”

However, in 1995, Holland endured criticism for scholarship aid 
violations that led to forfeiting UCLA Softball’s championship. � is led 
her to leave Athletics and work on projects for UCLA’s Student A� airs 
Department for the next ten years until her retirement from UCLA in 2006.

“UCLA Athletics would not be what it is today if not for passionate 
and inspiring leaders like Dr. Judie Holland,” said Christina Rivera, UCLA 
Athletics’ current Senior Associate Athletic Director/Senior Women’s 
Administrator. “She laid the foundation for the commitment to advancing 
women’s sports — and women’s opportunities in sport — that has become 
a de� ning value of our department. She also paved the way for women like 
me seeking senior leadership roles within collegiate athletics. Personally, I 
feel both a tremendous amount of gratitude to walk in her footsteps and a 
sense of responsibility to further the mission.”

Now retired, Holland has become a world traveler and volunteers at her 
church as well as at several programs for the homeless. Her contributions to 
the world of women’s collegiate athletics still resonate today.

“My goal was that I wanted the women’s program to be as successful as 
the men’s. And to do that we had to climb a high mountain because we 
weren’t starting o�  on even footing. I look back at my time at UCLA, with 
all of its highs and lows, and think of it as a really wonderful part of my life.”
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UCLA Intercollegiate Athletics
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Box 951639, 175 Morgan Center
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