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UCLA's COACHES AND STAFF

Newly-minted UCLA Athletic Hall of Famer Kelly Inouye-Perez is beginning her 17th season 
as The Shelly Carlin UCLA Head Softball Coach in 2023 and has an overall record of 723-
190-1 (.791) through 16 campaigns. Including her years as an assistant coach (1994-06) 
and player (1989-93), this is Inouye-Perez's 35th consecutive season in Westwood.

Over Inouye-Perez’s 16 seasons as head coach, the Bruins have earned 40 NFCA All-
American awards, 81 All-Region honors and 103 All-Pac-10/12 Team accolades. Four of her 
former student-athletes – Ally Carda, Rachel Garcia, Bubba Nickles and Delaney Spaulding 
– have represented Team USA on the world's biggest stage at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Inouye-Perez, just the third head coach in UCLA softball history, officially took over the reins 
from fellow UCLA Athletic Hall of Famer Sue Enquist on Jan. 1, 2007. Enquist announced 
her retirement as head coach on Sept. 26, 2006.

She is a link to five decades of Bruin softball success, joining the UCLA softball program 
as a freshman in 1989. Inouye-Perez’s time is highlighted by nine NCAA Championships 
and ten Pac-10/12 titles in her previous 34 years, spending five campaigns as a player 
and 13 as an assistant coach. 

In 2022, Inouye-Perez led the Bruins to a seventh straight Women's College World Series 
appearance, the longest active streak in the nation. The Bruins posted a 51-10 record and 
19-5 record in conference play, finishing runner-up behind Arizona State. UCLA opened 
its conference schedule to the tune of a 10-0 record for the best start in program history. 
UCLA's pitching staff was once again the story of the team, leading the conference in every 
statistical category (1.73 earned run average, 292 strikeouts and 21 shutouts). Megan 
Faraimo and Holly Azevedo dazzled with a combined 45-8 record to become the Bruins' 
first pitching duo to each record 20-plus wins in a season in 20 years. Faraimo went on 
to secure Pac-12 Pitcher of the Year honors while Azevedo was named to the All-Pac-12 
First Team. The Bruins' tossed five no-hitters, ranking second nationally, for the program's 
most since 2002. Three of those no-no's were perfect games, all coming within eight days 
of each other in March. Faraimo, Delanie Wisz and Briana Perez each earned NFCA All-
American nods. Wisz had her coming-out season in her final year in Westwood, boating 
the Bruins' best batting average (.405), RBI total (63), home run total (16) and slugging 
percentage (.767). Perez became the first Bruin to win the Pac-12 Defensive Player of the 
Year award and was named to her fourth All-Pac-12 Defensive Team. Joining Azevedo, 
Faraimo, Perez and Wisz with All-Pac-12 accolades were Maya Brady, Savannah Pola and 
Kinsley Washington, who were all named to the Third Team.

Inouye-Perez earned the second Pac-10/12 Conference Coach of the Year award of her 
career after guiding the Bruins to their sixth consecutive Women’s College World Series 
and its 11th Pac-12 Championship in program history with a 47-7 record. The Bruins’ 
pitching staff ranked first in the country with 23 shutouts and a 6.25 strikeout-to-walk 
ration as well as third with a 1.43 ERA. Brady, Wisz, Perez and Rachel Garcia all ranked 
first in the top 10 in the conference in home runs. Garcia was named the NFCA Player of 
the Year as well as the back-to-back winner of both the Collegiate Woman Athlete of the 
Year award and the prestigious Honda Cup. Inouye-Perez’s staff was honored as the 2021 
NFCA Division I West Regional Coaching Staff of the Year. Aaliyah Jordan, Faraimo, Perez, 
Garcia and Brady were all named NFCA All-Americans, tied for the most of any school.

During the 2020 abbreviated season due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Bruins posted a 
25-1 record, with the .962 winning percentage ranking first in the nation. The Bruins were 
voted the No. 1 team in the nation in the final NFCA, USA Softball and D1Softball polls. As 
a team, UCLA was also first in strikeout-to-walk ratio (10.52), second in batting average 
(.368) and earned run average (1.20), fourth in runs per game (7.69), sixth in slugging 
percentage (.594) and tied for ninth in doubles (45). Faraimo led the nation with a 29.80 
strikeout-to-walk ratio, ranked second with 149 strikeouts and was tied for second with 
13 victories, earning Softball America Pitcher of the Year honors. In addition, Brady was 

named Softball America Freshman Player of the Year. (No All-American, All-Region or 
All-Pac-12 awards were given).

In 2019, Inouye-Perez guided the Bruins to their 13th National Championship and 12th 
NCAA title. The Bruins never trailed at the Women’s College World Series, as Inouye-Perez 
won her 600th career game in the title-clinching victory over Oklahoma. During their 5-0 run 
in Oklahoma City, UCLA led the WCWS field in batting average (.310), earned run average 
(1.84), home runs (12), on base percentage (.392), runs scored (37) and slugging (.574). 
The Bruins also led the entire NCAA Tournament in average (.317), runs (79), slugging 
(.548) and homers (18).

Rachel Garcia was named the Most Outstanding Player of the WCWS and was joined on 
the All-Tournament Team by Aaliyah Jordan, Bubba Nickles and Kinsley Washington. 
Garcia was also selected as the Collegiate Woman Athlete of the Year (Honda Cup), USA 
Softball Collegiate Player of the Year, NFCA National Pitcher of the Year, Softball America 
and ESPNW POY and Pac-12 Conference Player and Pitcher of the Year. Six Bruins earned 
All-American status (Garcia - First Team NFCA and SA, Nickles - First Team SA and Second 
Team NFCA, Briana Perez - First Team SA, Kelli Godin - Second Team SA, Taylor Pack - 
Third Team SA, Megan Faraimo - Third Team SA, Pac-12 Freshman of the Year). Seven 
players were also honored on the All-Region and All-Pac-12 teams.

The Bruins, who had 14 comeback victories, went 56-6 and tied for first in the Pac-12 
Conference (20-4), UCLA’s first league title since 2009. The Bruins finished the season 
ranked second in ERA (1.43), third in average (.339) and strikeout-to-walk ratio (5.52), 
fourth in runs per game (7.03), seventh in on base (.416), eighth in slugging (.547), tied 
for eighth in shutouts (20), 11th in homers (78), 20th in fielding percentage (.974) and 
tied for 20th in doubles (90).

Inouye-Perez and her staff were named the 2019 NFCA National Coaching Staff of the Year, 
the second time in a decade they earned the award (2010), and NFCA Regional Coaching 
Staff of the Year (fifth time).

In 2018, the Bruins again advanced to the WCWS, going 58-7 and placing second in the 
Pac-12 (20-4). The 58 victories, tied for the most in the nation in 2018, were the most 
for a Bruin team since 2001. UCLA won the first 25 games of the season, was the last 
undefeated team in the country and had 14 comeback wins. UCLA finished second in the 
nation in batting (.335), fifth in runs per game (6.32), sixth in slugging (.520), ninth in on base 
percentage (.404), 10th in homers (68), tied for 10th in doubles (88) and 12th in ERA (1.83).

Garcia was named the Honda Sport Award winner for softball, as well as NFCA, USA Softball 
and ESPNW National Player of the Year. Garcia was a First Team NFCA All-American, along 
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with Jordan, while Kylee Perez was named Second Team All-American. Seven Bruins were 
named NFCA All-Region to tie a school record, and six were honored on the All-Pac-12 
Teams, with Garcia earning POY honors and Jordan picking up Freshman of the Year and 
Batting Champion accolades. On Feb. 25, 2018, Inouye-Perez won the 500th game of her 
head coaching career with a victory over Missouri. In the classroom, the 2018 Graduation 
Success Rate was at 100 percent, the sixth-straight season UCLA softball accomplished 
that feat.

In 2017, the Bruins went 48-15 and tied for third in the Pac-12 (16-8). UCLA finished third 
in the nation in homers (78) and doubles (97) and seventh in slugging (.521). Garcia, the 
NFCA National Freshman of the Year, was also an NFCA Second Team All-American, with 
five Bruins earning NFCA All-West Region First Team accolades, as well as All-Pac-12 nods.

In 2016, the Bruins advanced to the WCWS after winning the final two games of the Eugene 
Super Regional to oust Oregon. UCLA went 40-16-1 and placed second in the Pac-12 (16-
5-1). The Bruins led the nation in double plays turned with 45 and also ranked in the Top 
31 in five other categories. Three Bruins earned NFCA All-American honors, with Mysha 
Sataraka and Delaney Spaulding receiving Second Team accolades and Allexis Bennett 
picking up Third Team plaudits. In addition, six players earned All-Region honors and five 
were named to the All-Pac-12 Teams. On Feb. 13, 2016, Inouye-Perez won her 400th 
career game against Wichita State. Inouye-Perez and her staff were named the NFCA West 
Region Coaching Staff of the Year for the third season in a row and fourth time during 
Inouye-Perez’s head coaching tenure (2010).

In 2015, the Bruins went 51-12, finishing second in the Pac-12 (19-5). The Bruins, who 
led all NCAA Tournament teams in homers during the postseason with 17, were tops in the 
country in batting (.367), second in on base percentage (.467), tied for second in doubles 
(107), fourth in runs scored (7.92) and slugging (.608) and 11th in homers (89). The Bruins 
set single-season school records in average, slugging, on base, runs, RBI and walks. Four 
Bruins were named NFCA All-Americans, with Bennett and Ally Carda earning First Team 
honors and Spaulding and Stephany LaRosa being named Second Team. A school-record 
seven Bruins were named NFCA West All-Region, while seven were honored on the All-
Pac-12 teams, including Carda, the back-to-back Player of the Year.

In 2014, the Bruins recorded the nation’s best winning percentage (.867) with a 52-8 
record. Inouye-Perez picked up her 300th career coaching victory at Hawai’i on Feb. 8. 
The Bruins finished second in the Pac-12 (19-5) and tied for ninth nationally, reaching 
the Super Regional round of the NCAA Tournament. UCLA ranked fourth in the country in 
slugging and ninth in average and homers per game. Carda and LaRosa each earned First 
Team All-American accolades, with Carda also being named a Top Three finalist for the 
USA Softball National Player of the Year Award and Pac-12 Player of the Year. Six Bruins 
were named All-Region and seven were honored on the All-Pac-12 Teams.

The Bruins posted a 40-20 record in 2013, tying for fifth in the Pac-12 with a 10-14 mark 
and reaching the Regional Championship game of the Louisville Regional. B.B. Bates was 
named Second Team NFCA All-American, four were honored on the All-Region squad and 
six earned All-Pac-12 accolades.

In 2012, UCLA went 36-20 and tied for fourth in the Pac-12 with a 12-12 record. Four 
Bruins earned All-American honors, tied for the most for any school in 2012, as LaRosa 
was named First Team, Andrea Harrison and Katie Schroeder Second Team and Samantha 
Camuso Third Team. Seven were named to the All-Pac-12 Team, including Freshman of 
the Year LaRosa, while six were All-Region winners.

In 2011, UCLA recorded a 36-19 mark and tied for sixth in the Pac-10 (9-12). Six Bruins 
were honored on the All-Conference Teams, while Harrison was named First Team All-
Region and All-American. Inouye-Perez earned her 200th career victory on March 11 
against Sacramento State.

Inouye-Perez led the UCLA softball program to its 12th national title and 11th NCAA 
Championship in 2010. The Bruins (50-11) went a perfect 10-0 in the postseason, 
including 5-0 at the Women’s College World Series. UCLA set numerous WCWS records, 
including the most home runs in one tournament with 14. Megan Langenfeld was named 
the Most Outstanding Player of the WCWS, while Camuso and Harrison each earned All-
Tournament honors. Following the season, Inouye-Perez and her staff were honored as 
the NFCA National Coaching Staff of the Year. UCLA set a single-season school record for 
home runs with 108. Langenfeld and GiOnna DiSalvatore were each named to the NFCA 
All-American First Team. The Bruins also had three players named to the All-Region Team 
and eight honored by the Pac-10.

In 2009, she led the Bruins to a Pacific-10 Conference Championship, as UCLA went 
45-11 overall and 16-5 in league play. She was named Pac-10 Coach of the Year and 

earned her 100th career victory on Feb. 22 against Maryland. In 2008, the Bruins went 
51-9 and advanced to the WCWS, finishing second in the Pac-10 with a 17-4 record. In 
her first season at the helm of UCLA in 2007, Inouye-Perez posted a 37-18 overall record 
and a 12-9 Pac-10 mark (T-3rd).

Over Inouye-Perez’s 13 seasons (1994-2006) as an assistant coach, UCLA was 617-150-1 
(.804) and appeared in the NCAA title game seven times, winning the NCAA Championship 
in the 1999, 2003 and 2004 seasons. The Bruins also won three Pac-10 titles during that 
span (1999, 2002, 2006) and in 2004 were named the National Coaching Staff of the 
Year by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA).

Inouye-Perez’s primary responsibility as an assistant coach was guiding the Bruin pitchers 
and catchers, a list which includes many of the most honored and recognizable names in 
collegiate softball. Behind the dish, where Inouye-Perez also starred as a three-time All-
Pac-10 honoree during her playing days at UCLA, she helped mold and influence arguably 
the best catcher in the history of USA Softball in Stacey Nuveman. Under Inouye-Perez’s 
tutelage, Nuveman became a three-time Pac-10 Player of the Year, four-time, First Team 
All-American and the NCAA’s all-time single-season and career home run leader.

Among the other pitching highlights accomplished by the Bruins over her 13 years as an 
assistant included at least one All-American award earned by a UCLA pitcher in 12 of 
those campaigns, including Pac-10 Pitchers of the Year Courtney Dale (1999) and Keira 
Goerl (2003), DeeDee Weiman, four-time Olympian Tanya Harding and two-time Olympian 
Amanda Freed.

In addition, nearly every UCLA pitching record has been set during the time Inouye-Perez 
has overseen the Bruin battery and the top five pitchers on UCLA’s career wins list, Goerl, 
Selden, Carda, Freed and B’Ann Burns, were coached by her.

As a player, Inouye-Perez was an exceptionally strong fielder behind the dish for the Bruins. 
She made her mark immediately as a collegiate player, earning First Team All-Pac-10 as a 
true freshman and Second Team as a sophomore, leading the Bruins to the 1989 and 1990 
NCAA Championships before receiving a medical redshirt in 1991 due to shoulder surgery.

She came back strong in 1992, picking up Second Team All-Pac-10 honors as the Bruins 
once again won the national championship and finished with a 54-2 record, the fewest losses 
in a season in program history. Inouye-Perez also was named to the 1992 All-Women’s 
College World Series Team, going 5-for-12 (.417) with four RBI during WCWS play. She 
wrapped up her career as a fifth-year senior in 1993 with an NCAA runner-up finish. 
Impressively, Inouye-Perez did not commit a single fielding error during her final two seasons.

Among the UCLA pitchers during her five seasons as a player were Lisa Longaker and Lisa 
Fernandez, both of whom were named to the NCAA’s 25th Anniversary All-WCWS Team. 
During her UCLA career, Inouye-Perez played in 22 Women’s College World Series games, 
a mark that is tied for third-best in UCLA history behind only Lisa Fernandez and Kristy 
Howard (23). Inouye-Perez graduated from UCLA in 1993 with a B.A. in psychology and 
earned her master’s degree in physical education from Azusa Pacific University in 2004.

Prior to college, Inouye-Perez was one of the top players during her ASA days, winning four 
national championships, with the Panthers (1984, ‘85 and ‘89) and the Raiders (1986). 
She also competed on an international level in Japan in 1985 and in Peru in 1987 (Pan 
American Qualifier) and followed her collegiate career with time playing on the NPF Pro Tour.

Inouye-Perez and her husband, Gerardo Perez, currently reside in Cerritos. Along with 
Kelly’s exploits on the diamond, Gerardo competed as a catcher/DH for Cerritos College from 
1988-90 and helped lead the Falcons to the 1989 Junior College National Championship. 
After a stellar career at Cerritos, he went on to compete at Loyola Marymount, earning 
First Team All-West Coast Conference honors his junior and senior seasons. He currently 
teaches health and coaches baseball at Gahr High School in Cerritos. The couple has 
two children, Michael (23), a former standout on the UCLA baseball team, and Kylie (18). 
Michael, or “Mikey”, drafted in Round 15 of the 2021 MLB Draft with the 459th pick by 
the Minnesota Twins organization, remains in their farm system.
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Kelly Inouye-Perez's Year-by-Year Head Coaching Record
UCLA	 Overall	 Conf.	 Finish	 Postseason
2007	 47-18	 12-9	 t-3rd	 1-2 (t-17th, Regionals)
2008	 51-9	 17-4	 2nd	 6-2 (t-5th, WCWS)
2009	 45-11	 16-5	 1st	 4-2 (t-9th, Super Regionals)
2010	 50-11	 14-7	 2nd	 10-0 (National Champions)
2011	 36-19	 9-12	 t-6th	 3-2 (t-17th, Regionals)
2012	 36-20	 12-12	 t-4th	 0-2 (t-17th, Regionals)
2013	 40-20	 10-14	 t-5th	 3-2 (t-17th, Regionals)
2014	 52-8	 19-5	 2nd	 4-2 (t-9th, Super Regionals)
2015	 51-12	 19-5	 2nd	 6-2 (t-5th, WCWS)
2016	 40-16-1	 16-5-1	 2nd	 5-3 (t-7th, WCWS)
2017	 48-15	 16-8	 t-3rd	 6-2 (t-5th, WCWS)
2018	 58-7	 20-4	 2nd	 8-3 (t-3rd, WCWS)
2019	 56-6	 20-4	 1st	 10-1 (National Champions)
2020	 25-1	 canceled	 --	 --
2021	 47-7	 19-2	 1st	 6-3 (t-3rd, WCWS)
2022	 51-10	 19-5	 2nd	 8-2 (t-3rd, WCWS)
16 SEASONS	 723-190-1 (.791)	 238-99-1 (.704)	 –	 80-30 (.727), 15 NCAA App.

Kelly Inouye-Perez, Years Prior to Becoming Head Coach
UCLA		  Overall	 Conf.	 Finish	 Postseason
1994	 Assistant Coach	 43-14	 16-6	 2nd	 6-3 (t-3rd, WCWS)
1995	 Assistant Coach	 43-6	 23-4	 2nd	 --
1996	 Assistant Coach	 47-11	 20-7	 3rd	 6-3 (t-3rd, WCWS)
1997	 Assistant Coach	 49-14	 21-7	 2nd	 8-2 (2nd, WCWS)
1998	 Assistant Coach	 18-27	 8-18	 7th	 --
1999	 Assistant Coach	 63-6	 22-6	 1st	 8-0 (National Champions)
2000	 Assistant Coach	 46-12-1	 14-7	 3rd	 7-1 (2nd, WCWS)
2001	 Assistant Coach	 62-6	 16-5	 2nd	 7-1 (2nd, WCWS)
2002	 Assistant Coach	 55-9	 18-3	 1st	 5-3 (t-5th, WCWS)
2003	 Assistant Coach	 54-7	 17-4	 2nd	 9-1 (National Champions)
2004	 Assistant Coach	 47-9	 12-8	 4th	 8-0 (National Champions)
2005	 Assistant Coach	 40-20	 11-10	 5th	 10-4 (2nd, WCWS)
2006	 Assistant Coach	 50-9	 15-5	 1st	 8-1 (National Champions)
13 SEASONS		  617-150-1 (.804)	 213-90 (.702)	 –	 90-19 (.826), 11 NCAA App.

Kelly Inouye-Perez, Years as a Player
UCLA		  Overall	 Conf.	 Finish	 Postseason
1989	 Catcher	 48-4	 18-2	 1st	 7-0 (National Champions)
1990	 Catcher	 62-7	 16-2	 1st	 7-1 (National Champions)
1991	 Catcher (redshirted)	 56-7	 16-4	 1st	 6-2 (2nd, WCWS)
1992	 Catcher	 54-2	 14-2	 2nd	 7-0 (National Champions)
1993	 Catcher	 50-5	 25-1	 1st	 6-2 (2nd, WCWS)
5 SEASONS		  270-25 (.915)	 72-11 (.868)	 –	 33-5 (.868), 5 NCAA App.
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Kelly Inouye-Perez's Coaching Awards
• Was honored as the 2019 NFCA National Coaching Staff of the Year, having led the Bruins' to a 56-6 record 
and the 2019 NCAA Championship title.

• Was inducted into the UCLA Athletic Hall of Fame as a member of the 2022 class, becoming the 20th member 
of the UCLA softball program to receive the honor.

• Her and her staff have been honored as NFCA National Coaching Staff of the Year three times ('10, '19,'21) 
and Regional Coaching Staff of the year six times.

• Has been honored as Pac-12 Coach of the Year twice ('10, '21).

Kelly Inouye-Perez's Most Notable Accomplishments
• A nine-time NCAA Champion across her 34 consecutive seasons in Westwood either as a player (1989-93, 
three NCAA titles), assistant coach (1994-06, four NCAA titles) or head coach (2007-present, two NCAA titles).

• The only person to win a NCAA Softball Championship as both a player and head coach.

• Took over as the third head coach in UCLA softball history on Jan. 1, 2007.

• Has led her team to seven consecutive Women's College World Series appearance, the longest active streak 
in the nation.

• Ranks fifth amongst active NCAA Division I head coaches in winning percentage and tenth all-time (.791).

• Produced four Olympians as head coach (Rachel Garcia, Bubba Nickles, Delaney Spaulding and Ally Carda).

• Coached two-time Honda Broderick Cup and three-time USA Softball Player of the Year Winner Rachel Garcia.

• Has produced 40 NFCA All-American awards.

Kelly Inouye-Perez with a commemorative bat following her 700th win.

Kelly Inouye-Perez at the 2019 Women's College World Series.

Inouye-Perez celebrating her second NCAA title as an assistant in 2003.
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Kelly Inouye-Perez's Head Coaching Record vs. Opponents

Opponents	 W-L Opponents	 W-L Opponents	 W-L

Alabama	 2-1
Arizona	 39-13
Arizona State	 25-22
Arkansas	 0-1
Auburn	 2-3
Baylor	 4-3
Boise State	 3-0
Boston University	 4-0
BYU	 5-1
California	 29-11-1
Cal Poly	 16-0
Cal State Bakersfield	 11-0
Cal State Fullerton	 21-3
Canisius	 1-0
Central Florida	 1-0
Charleston Southern	 4-0
Colorado State	 6-0
Connecticut	 1-0
CSUN	 13-1
Dartmouth	 1-0
Delaware	 2-0
Duke	 2-0
Eastern Michigan	 2-0
Eastern Kentucky	 2-0
Florida	 7-6
Florida Atlantic	 1-0
Florida International	 1-0
Florida State	 3-8
Fresno State	 14-1
Fordham	 2-0
Georgetown	 1-0
Georgia	 8-1
Georgia State	 1-0
Grand Canyon	 2-0
Hampton	 1-0
Hawai'i	 7-1
Hofstra	 2-0
Idaho State	 1-0
Illinois	 2-1
Illinois Purdue Fort Wayne	 1-0
Illinois State	 0-1
Indiana	 2-0
Iowa	 1-0
Iowa State	 2-0
Jacksonville	 2-0

James Madison	 3-0
Kansas	 1-0
Kentucky	 7-3
Lehigh	 1-0
Liberty	 4-0
Long Beach State	 17-2
Longwood	 2-0
Louisiana-Lafayette	 2-0
Louisiana-Monroe	 1-0
Louisville	 1-0
Loyola Chicago	 3-0
Loyola Marymount	 11-1
LSU	 3-2
Maryland	 5-0
Massachusetts	 2-0
McNeese State	 1-0
Michigan	 3-7
Michigan State	 3-0
Middle Tennessee	 1-0
Minnesota	 4-0
Mississippi State	 1-0
Missouri	 12-4
Mount St. Mary's	 109
Nebraska	 4-0
Nevada	 6-0
New Mexico	 3-1
North Carolina	 1-0
North Carolina State	 2-0
North Dakota State	 3-0
Northwestern	 9-2
Notre Dame	 6-2
Ohio	 2-0
Ohio State	 3-1
Oklahoma	 7-6
Oklahoma State	 3-1
Ole Miss	 4-0
Oregon	 34-18
Oregon State	 37-7
Pacific	 2-0
Pennsylvania	 1-0
Pittsburgh	 3-0
Portland State	 4-0
Princeton	 1-0
Providence	 2-0
Purdue	 1-1

Robert Morris	 3-0
Rutgers	 1-0
Sacramento State	 2-0
Saint Mary's	 4-0
Saint Peter's	 1-0
San Diego	 7-0
San Diego State	 13-0
San Jose State	 4-0
Santa Clara	 2-0
Seattle University	 1-0
Simon Fraser	 1-0
SIU Edwardsville	 1-0
South Alabama	 1-0
South Dakota	 3-0
South Dakota State	 1-0
South Carolina	 2-0
Southern Utah	 4-0
Stanford	 34-12
St. John's	 1-0
Syracuse	 5-0
Tennessee	 3-2
Texas	 4-5
Texas A&M	 5-4
Texas State	 1-0
Texas Tech	 1-0
UAB	 2-2
UC Davis	 8-0
UCF	 6-0
UC Riverside	 3-1
UC San Diego	 2-0
UC Santa Barbara	 18-2
UNLV	 9-0
USF	 1-0
Utah	 27-6
Utah State	 4-0
Utah Valley	 1-0
UT Arlington	 1-0
UTEP	 1-0
Virginia Tech	 3-2
Washington	 31-17
Weber State	 5-0
Western Kentucky	 1-0
Wichita State	 2-0
Wisconsin	 3-0
Wright State	 3-0

UCLA’s COACHES AND STAFF
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FERNANDEZ
The Mark Kalmansohn UCLA 
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UCLA ’95

One of the most recognizable names in the sport of softball, Lisa Fernandez begins her 25th 
season on the Bruin coaching staff in 2023. Fernandez was named the Mark Kalmansohn 
UCLA Associate Head Softball Coach on August 10, 2022. In addition to overseeing UCLA's 
pitching staff, Fernandez also manages the Bruins' recruiting efforts.

This is Fernandez's second stint as a full-time assistant coach for UCLA (1997-99, 
2007-present), also serving as a volunteer assistant from 2000-04. In 24 previous seasons 
with Fernandez on staff, the Bruins have posted a 1,117-240-2 (.822) record and have 
claimed five NCAA Championships in 1999, 2003, 2004, 2010 and 2019. UCLA has 
also won Pac-10/12 titles in 1999, 2002, 2009, 2019 and 2021. The program has been 
honored as the NFCA National Coaching Staff of the Year three times in 2004, 2010 and 
2019 and NFCA Regional CSOY seven times in 2000, '10, '14, '15, '16, '19 and '21. 
Arguably the greatest pitcher in softball history, Fernandez has coached nine Bruin hurlers 
to 20 NFCA All-American awards.

Fernandez's primary coaching responsibilities are in the Bruin bullpen. UCLA has finished 
top five nationally and first in the Pac-12 in earned run average in all four seasons since 
taking over the role at the end of 2018. Under her tutelage, Rachel Garcia won two Honda 
Broderick Cups, three Honda Sport Awards, one NFCA National Player of the Year, one 
NFCA Pitcher of the Year, two Pac-12 Player of the Years, one Pac-12 Pitcher of the year 
and two of her three NFCA First Team All-American honors. Megan Faraimo has won two 
NFCA All-America awards and was honored as Pac-12 Pitcher of the Year in 2022 with 
the help of Fernandez.

In 2022, UCLA's pitching staff was once again the story of the team, leading the conference 
in every statistical category (1.73 earned run average, 292 strikeouts and 21 shutouts). 
Megan Faraimo and Holly Azevedo dazzled with a combined 45-8 record to become the 
Bruins' first pitching duo to each record 20-plus wins in a season in 20 years. Faraimo 
went on to secure Pac-12 Pitcher of the Year honors while Azevedo was named to the 
All-Pac-12 First Team. The Bruins' tossed five no-hitters, ranking second nationally, for 
the program's most since 2002. Three of those no-no's were perfect games, all coming 
within eight days of each other in March.

In June 2019, Rachel Garcia put on a performance for the ages in the circle to bring home 
the Bruins' 12th NCAA title. Garcia started and was the winning pitcher in all five games 
at the Women's College World Series. Garcia tossed a complete game in four of those 
contests, including a 10-inning shutout with 16 strikeouts versus Washington which she 
walked off with a three-run homer to give herself the win. In total, Garcia threw 36 of the 
Bruins' 38 innings in Oklahoma City.

In November 2013, Fernandez was inducted into the ASA/USA Softball National Hall of 
Fame, joining Sharron Backus, Gina Vecchione, Sheila Cornell, Dot Richardson and Sue 
Enquist. A decade prior, she was inducted into the UCLA Athletics Hall of Fame in 2003.

Fernandez is a three-time Olympic Gold Medalist, having helped Team USA to victories 
in the 1996, 2000 and 2004 Olympic Games. In 1996, Fernandez shined in the United 
States' 3-1 gold-medal victory over China, recording the final three outs to earn a save. 
She went 1-1 with a 0.33 ERA in softball's inaugural appearance in the Olympics in Atlanta.

In the 2000 Sydney Games, Fernandez pitched the U.S. to victory in both the semifinal 
win over Australia and the gold-medal game against Japan. She established an Olympic 
single-game strikeout record with 25 in a round-robin game against Australia and posted 
a 0.47 earned run average and 52 strikeouts. In 2004, Fernandez was Team USA's top 
hitter and pitcher, posting a .545 batting average (12-for-22), which set a new record 
for an Olympic tournament. For the third-consecutive Games, she was also in the circle 
for the final out of the gold-medal contest, a 5-1 victory over Australia. Fernandez was 
selected as an alternate to the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.

In 1999, Fernandez was named the ASA/USA Softball Female Athlete of the Year. As 
a pitcher and third baseman, she helped the USA Softball Women's National Team to 

gold medals at both the Pan American Games and the Canada Cup. She also helped 
the California Commotion win the ASA Women's Major Fast Pitch championship for the 
fourth consecutive time.

Fernandez played at UCLA from 1990-93 and completed her psychology degree in 1995. 
A three-time winner of the sport's Honda Award, Fernandez became the first softball 
player to win the prestigious Honda-Broderick Cup in 1993, given to the most outstanding 
collegiate female athlete in all sports. A four-time, First Team All-American, Fernandez 
led the Bruins to two national championships (1990 & 1992) and two runner-up finishes 
(1991 & 1993). She was also All-Region and All-Pac-10 First Team each season and 
Pac-10 Player of the Year her final three years.

With a miniscule 0.22 earned run average, Fernandez went 93-7 with 784 strikeouts. 
Her ERA ranks second in NCAA history and her 74 shutouts are tops at UCLA and tied 
for ninth in the NCAA annals. In her junior and senior seasons, Fernandez had the lowest 
ERA in the nation (0.14 in 1992, 0.25 in 1993), sporting a perfect 29-0 mark in '92. 
She tossed 11 career no-hitters, including a pair in the 1993 Women's College World 
Series, along with two perfect games. She ranks second in UCLA history in ERA and sixth 
in wins and strikeouts.

Fernandez was just as powerful at the plate, batting .382 with 15 home runs and 128 
runs batted in. She hit .401 in her junior season, but eclipsed that mark by more than 100 
points in her senior campaign, batting an NCAA-best .510 with 11 homers and 45 RBI. 
Fernandez ranks in the UCLA Top 10 in numerous offensive categories, including fifth in hits.

Fernandez and Mike Lujan, who were married in August 2002, have two sons, Antonio 
(16) and Cruz (9), and reside in Long Beach.
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KIRK
WALKER
Associate Head Coach

22nd Season
UCLA ’88

Kirk Walker begins his 22nd season on the UCLA coaching staff in 2023 and his eleventh 
year since returning to Westwood on Aug. 7, 2012. Walker was elevated to Associate 
Head Coach on August 10, 2022.

Walker, who was the head softball coach at Oregon State from 1995-2012, previously 
was a member of the Bruin staff from 1984-94. In 20 years on the Bruins' staff, Walker 
has a coaching record of 733-137-1 (.842). UCLA was honored as the NFCA Regional 
Coaching Staff of the Year in 2014, 2015, 2016, 2019 and 2021. Walker has helped the 
Bruins to seven NCAA Championships and 17 Women's College World Series appearances 
across his two coaching stints.

Walker was named co-head coach of the Finland National Team on Sept. 2, 2022. He will 
lead the team in its quest towards the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games.

During the summer of 2017, Walker was an assistant coach on the USA Softball Junior 
Women's National Team, featuring Bruins Holly Azevedo and Bubba Nickles, which won 
gold at the WBSC Junior Women's World Championship.

Walker returned to UCLA after spending nearly two decades at Oregon State. The all-time 
winningest coach in program history and the fifth-winningest in Oregon State history 
regardless of sport, Walker posted a 594-490-3 record (.548 winning percentage) and 
eight seasons with at least 40 wins. The Beavers made the postseason 10 times with 
Walker at the helm, including the 2012 campaign, which saw Oregon State post a 36-23 
mark and set team records for runs batted in (269) and runs scored (301). Under Walker's 
tutelage, the Beavers earned 79 All-Pac-10/12 honors, 28 All-Region accolades and 10 
All-American awards.

In 2006, Walker led the Beavers to their first-ever appearance in the Women's College 
World Series, as OSU posted a school-record, 28-game winning streak and reached No. 
5 in the national rankings with a 43-16 overall mark. In 2005, he guided Oregon State 
(43-16) to its first-ever Pac-10 Championship (and the first regular-season Pac-10 title 
for any OSU women's sports program), earning Conference Coach of the Year honors for 
the second time (1999). The most wins in a season for Oregon State came in 1999, when 
the Beavers had 47 victories and went to the postseason for the first time in program 
history. Along with his Pac-10 COY award, Walker's staff was named the Speedline Pacific 
Region Co-Coaching Staff of the Year.

Walker has also earned coaching acclaim away from the collegiate level. He was named 
one of 12 coaches to form the USA Softball National Team Coaches Pool through the 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens. Walker served as an assistant for the USA Elite Team 
for three summers (2002-04), and also assisted the USA Red National Team during the 
summer of 2001.

He was the head coach of the four-time USA Women's Major National Champion California 
Commotion from 1996-1999, and will be head coach of the Commotion again as they 
start back up in the National Pro Fastpitch league in the summer of 2020.

In addition, Walker was named the Most Valuable Pitcher in the summer of 2015 after 
winning his first National Championship as a player at the NAFA Men's Masters 40 and 
over National Championships in Carson City, Nevada. He claimed his second National 
Title in the summer of 2019 and was named to the All-World Team for the sixth time.

Walker spent 11 years at UCLA from 1984-94. The Bruins won National Championships 
six times with Walker on the staff ('84, '85, '88, '89, '90 and '92). 

He earned his bachelor's degree in kinesiology from UCLA in 1988. The Woodland Hills, 
Calif. native has an adopted daughter, Ava, with his ex-partner. A visible and vocal advocate 
for diversity and inclusion in sports across the country, he is one of the founders of the 
Equality Coaching Alliance and the LGBT Sports Coalition. Walker also serves as a founding 
board member for the non-profit Sports Equality Foundation along with being the chair of 
the UCLA Athlete Allies committee for UCLA Athletics.
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Will Oldham was hired as a volunteer assistant coach on the UCLA softball staff in 
September 2022. Oldham has seven years of high school softball coaching experience in 
the Palm Springs area as well as travel ball coaching for two years. He has also coached 
UCLA softball summer camps in previous seasons.

Oldham specializes with the Bruins' slappers hitting group as well as defensive infield 
and outfield drills. He previously played with associate head coach Kirk Walker on their 
men's fastpitch softball team as a pitcher and shortstop for three years. 

Oldham, 36 years old, was born in Indio, California.

WILL
OLDHAM
Volunteer Assistant

1st Season

Claire Donyanavard enters her eighth season working with the UCLA softball program in 
2023. She begins her ninth total year for UCLA Athletics.

As the Director of Softball Operations, Donyanavard is responsible for all internal operations 
for the softball program and serves as a liaison between the coaches and department 
administrators. Donyanavard is involved in the day-to-day operations of the team, including 
finances, travel, meals ticketing, housing, financial aid, alumni meetings and parking. 

Donyanavard spent three seasons with the UCLA gymnastics team from 2017-19 operating 
in the same role. Prior to UCLA, Donyanavard was the director of operations at Occidental 
College's softball program. 

During Donyanavard's tenure at UCLA, the Bruins have made seven Women's College 
World Series appearances and won the NCAA title in 2019.

A native of Saugus, Calif., Donyanavard played four years of softball at University of 
Illinois-Chicago. She earned her bachelor's degree in creative writing with a minor in 
gender studies and sociology at UIC in 2011. She later earned her master's degree in 
business administration with an emphasis on sports management from Long Beach State.

CLAIRE
DONYANAVARD
Director of Operations

8th Season
UIC 2011
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KAITLYN GUSTAFSON
Staff Athletic Trainer
3rd Season
SUNY Buffalo State ’15

Gustafson enters her third year in the 
UCLA athletic training office and her 
third season as the athletic trainer for the 
UCLA softball team.

In her current role, Gustafson handles all day-to-day athletic 
training responsibilities and oversees multiple sports medicine 
interns. Gustafson also splits athletic training duties with 
UCLA's cross country program.

Her tasks include planning student-athletes' daily physical 
rehabilitation, monitoring return-to-play progression and 
performing physical treatments. Gustafson is also on-site for 
every Bruins' practice.

Prior to arriving in Westwood, Gustafson was an athletic trainer 
at the University of Maryland for two-and-a-half years from 
2018-20.

Gustafson was previously a Master’s of Athletic Training student 
at Daemen College, graduating in 2018. During her time 
at Daemen, she worked with athletes from the football and 
wrestling teams at the University of Buffalo, men’s soccer and 
men’s basketball at Daemen College, and Nichols High School. 
Most notably, Gustafson was a staff member at the 2018 NHL 
Combine in Buffalo, New York. Upon graduation she received 
the Sue Roque Award, which is given to a graduating student in 
the athletic training program who exemplifies excellent clinical 
skills.

Gustafson also completed a program in the Dominican Republic 
in January of 2019 that helped educate former Major League 
Baseball players and coaches about injury prevention in 
youth baseball athletes. Due to the success of the program, 
the training now occurs on an annual basis and continues to 
educate coaches in the Dominican Republic.

In 2015, Gustafson graduated from the State University of 
New York at Buffalo earning a bachelor’s degree in health and 
wellness with minors in exercise science and coaching. During 
her four years, she was also a student-athlete with the women’s 
lacrosse team.

Gustafson has been a member of the National Athletic Trainer’s 
Association (NATA) since 2016 and is currently CPR/AED 
certified.

Gustafson is a native of Endwell, New York.

ADAM GARNER
Staff Athletic Performance Coach
7th Season
Oklahoma ’14

Adam Garner enters his eighth year in 
the UCLA athletic performance office 
and seventh season as the athletic 
performance coach for the UCLA softball  
team.

Garner oversees all aspects of the softball team's strength 
and conditioning program. Garner's day-to-day assignments 
including planning workouts, sports science, nutrition and 
leading the Bruins in workout regiments in the Acosta Training 
Center as well as up at Easton Stadium. 

In addition to specializing with the softball team, Garner is the 
Director of Athletic Performance over all of UCLA's olympic 
sports. Garner also specializes in the athletic performance of 
UCLA's women's volleyball (2020-Pres.) and women's golf 
(2017-Pres.) programs. He had the same role with the Bruins' 
rowing (2017-19) and men's golf (2017-22) programs.

Garner played a vital role in UCLA's success during the 2022 
season as the Bruins' director of athletic performance. UCLA 
compiled a 51-10 record and finished second place in the Pac-
12 Conference, advancing to a seventh consecutive Women's 
College World Series. The Bruins were ranked in each week's 
top 25 poll (both NFCA and USA Softball) throughout 2022. 

He was previously worked as an intern at Oklahoma, Notre 
Dame and Colorado College, where he was a graduate assistant.

He earned his bachelors of exercise science degree from the 
University of Oklahoma and his masters of science in strength 
and conditioning from the University of Colorado, Colorado 
Springs.

Garner's hometown is St. Louis, Missouri.

VINNY LAVALSITI
Athletic Communications
2nd Season
UCLA '20

Vinny Lavalsiti enters his third year in the 
UCLA athletic communications office in 
2023 and second season as the contact for 
the UCLA softball team.

Lavalsiti oversees all aspects of media relations with the softball 
program, handling day-to-day interview and credential requests, 
editing various publications (including the information guide) and 
overseeing the team’s website (www.uclabruins.com/sports/
softball) and social media accounts. He also serves as the primary 
contact in the athletic communications office for the UCLA 
women's volleyball, women's golf and men's golf programs. In 
his first season with the UCLA softball team in 2022, the Bruins 
recorded a t-3rd finish at the Women's College World Series.

Prior to returning UCLA, Lavalsiti spent one year at the University 
of Texas at El Paso as a graduate assistant in 2021. There, he was 
the primary media contact for UTEP's volleyball, softball, rifle and 
women's basketball programs. 

Lavalsiti graduated from UCLA in June 2020, earning a bachelors 
of arts degree in history. Lavalsiti spent his two years at UCLA 
where a writer for the Daily Bruin, covering UCLA's softball 
program. He earned his associates of arts degree in journalism 
from Grossmont College in El Cajon, Calif. in 2018. Lavalsiti is a 
native of Sutter Creek, California.

SARAH PRUNER
Marketing
2nd Season
SUNY Cortland '19

Sarah Pruner enters her second season 
as the marketing representative for the 
UCLA softball team and second year in 
the marketing office at UCLA.

Pruner generates awareness for the UCLA softball team 
and its student-athletes through her marketing campaigns 
which feature advertising and branding initiatives as well as 
promotional programs. Pruner works with groups on campus, 
alumni, coaches and students and specific target markets to 
increase ticket sales and attendance.

Pruner also oversees the marketing initiatives for UCLA's 
women's volleyball and men's volleyball programs.

Prior to UCLA, Pruner spent 2020-21 as the marketing lead 
for Arizona's women's soccer and softball teams. From 2018-
20, Pruner was a marketing assistant at Syracuse for its 
men's basketball, men's soccer and women's lacrosse teams 
in addition to her duties as a marketing and fan engagement 
coordinator.

She earned her bachelors degree from SUNY Cortland in 2019. 
Pruner's hometown is Poughkeepsie, New York.

DEREK MOOS
Equipment Manager
1st Season
Eastern Michigan '15

Derek Moos enters his first year as the 
manager of the UCLA equipment office 
and his first season working directly with 
the UCLA softball team.

Moos manages the day-to-day equipment and apparel needs 
of the UCLA softball team. This includes supplying uniforms 
and practice gear. Moos also assists the UCLA women's soccer 
program with the same responsibilities. 

Moos spent the past five years working in equipment for 
Pittsburgh  Athletics where he oversaw the department and 
managed the daily needs of the Panthers' football program. 
Prior to that, he was Eastern Michigan for five years, three of 
which he dedicated as a director of operations for the baseball 
program. Moss was also a clubhouse attendant for the Detroit 
Tigers baseball organization for five years.

He earned his bachelors of business management degree from 
Eastern Michigan in 2015, and two years later, earned his 
master's of sport management degree.

Moos' hometown is Dearborn Heights, Michigan.


