


WELCOME BACK NICK MINGIONE

As a Kentucky assistant from 2006-07 – when he helped the Wildcats win an SEC       
title – Nick Mingione dreamed of one day becoming UK’s head coach. This June, 

that dream became reality. After a successful run at Mississippi State under John Cohen, 
during which the Bulldogs won SEC regular-season and tournament titles and advanced 
to the finals of the College World Series, Mingione was tabbed to lead the UK program.

Nick Mingione – joined by his wife, Christen, and son, Reeves – was 
introduced  by Mitch Barnhart as Kentucky’s head baseball coach at 
a press conference on June 14. 
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A LOOK INSIDE



M
y journey has taken me across the country, from my native Kansas to 
California, Oregon, Texas, Tennessee, Oregon again and now the Blue-
grass State. I’m not unique.

When I look at the students, coaches, staff and fans who make up the Universi-
ty of Kentucky Athletics Department, I am struck by the fact that no two journeys 
are the same. We come from all corners of the globe to call UK home, from those 
of us born in the Bluegrass to those who cross state borders or even oceans to 
come here. We come from all different walks of life, but this place binds us. 

It’s a place we all love. It’s a place we’re all honored to call home. It’s a place the 
best and brightest flock to, but it’s taken work to make that happen.

We were dreaming big when we said we wanted to turn Kentucky into a des-
tination program, one where the best and brightest sought to end up. Before that, 
UK was a stepping stone. We’ve changed that. With that change has come success, 
success that continued this season.

For the fifth straight year, we finished in the top 30 of the Directors’ Cup, 
continuing our school-record streak. We had two teams – men’s soccer and men’s 
basketball – win championships, getting us off to a good start in our goal to have 
every UK team win a conference or national title by 2022 as part of 1-3-5 Elite. 

Mitch Barnhart spoke to thousands of fans 
about the direction of the department he 
leads as part of two Commonwealth Sta-
dium tours open to football season ticket 
holders this summer. On the facing page, 
Barnhart presents Rachel Lawson with a 
jersey commemorating her 300th win as 
UK’s softball coach. Lawson is the winnin-
gest coach in Kentucky softball history.
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Mitch Barnhart was selected to a five-year term on the Division I 
Men’s Basketball Committee, beginning September 1.



Our students continue to excel in the classroom and the community by achieving 
above a 3.0 department grade-point average for the eighth straight semester and 
spending more than 4,500 hours serving in the community over the last year.

In spite of everything we have accomplished, we have a long road ahead of us. 
We need to take UK Athletics from great to elite. It’s with that in mind that I’ve 
changed my thinking on turning Kentucky into a destination program.

When you put on that Blue and White for the first time, you have not arrived. 
When you come to Kentucky, you’re challenging yourself by surrounding yourself 
with the best of the best. When you come to Kentucky, it’s because you want to 
do something special and you want to do it here. Now that I really think about it, 
Kentucky is not a destination. It’s where you come to reach your destination.

The pages of this annual report are full of stories of people who have taken that 
to heart. Their journeys started elsewhere, but led them to Kentucky. At Kentucky, 
they have continued their journeys, pursued their dreams and often reached them. 
I hope they provide inspiration to you as they do for me.

‘til the Battle is Won,

Mitch Barnhart 

“When you put on that Blue and White for the first time, you have 
not arrived. When you come to Kentucky, you’re challenging yourself by 
surrounding yourself with the best of the best. When you come to 
Kentucky, it’s because you want to do something special and you 
want to do it here. Now that I really think about it, Kentucky is not a 
destination. It’s where you come to reach your destination.” 

- UK Athletics Director Mitch Barnhart
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JOURNEYS OF PERSEVERANCE:  TYLER UILIS

 Vendam qui offictem aturis venimpo reritibus.Daeperum renis es alit, nes ut volores dolenisit, 
siminct iasperunt que nostrum, sum doloren diorro vent la voloribusa vellum
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Atemquunt. Non perem quatem voles quas corrum ipid eos doloreicab 
id eum fugia commolorrum es rem harum illorup tatur, ea nimin et 

quia voloreius aut delessit autem suntiume suntia nus.=Tem illabor modipis 
aut eumque resto temquas ilitat ut doluptio dolum quis int volupis es vellabo 
restia quas voluptatus. Nam eum es ra tinctoratur, opta cum doluptur aut 
aperem atur?

Nam eum es ra tinctoratur, opta cum doluptur aut aperem atur?

Ute quibusda es delecae perunt aliquiderae. Andis si vendelis ad mo veri-
orem quia volorist quiasitem as ma sapersp itatusa excersp erspedi gnitatqui 
ut que ellabo. Ut alit etur?nulparc hictiost aut iur molorep erferumquae 
magnat aut volosa excersp erspedi 

ut que ellabo. Ut alit etur?nulparc hictiost aut iur molorep erferumquae 
magnat aut volosa excersp erspedi ut que ellabo. Ut alit etur?nulparc hictiost 
aut iur molorep erferumquae magnat aut volosa excersp erspedi

MORE THAN MEASURING UP

Danielle Galyer capped 
a standout junior season 

by becoming the first 
national champion in UK 

swimming history.

1.49.71

JOURNEY OF VICTORY:  DANIELLE GALYER



It was a dead heat with a national title in the balance.
Danielle Galyer and Virginia’s Courtney Bartholomew both touched the  

wall at 1 minute, 24.61 seconds with 50 meters left in the final of the 200-meter 
backstroke at the NCAA Championships. The championship would be decided 
by which of the two had the stronger final kick. Galyer left the competition in
her wake and became the first individual national champion in Kentucky swim-
ming history.

Her blazing-fast finish was fitting because she’s been a trailblazer ever since 
she came to Lexington. She’s helped set the tone for the ongoing rise of the UK 
program, starring in the pool by winning that national title and an SEC champion-
ship and twice garnering First Team All-America honors. That on its own would 
be enough for Galyer to be a leader by example, but she doesn’t stop there. She is 
a positive vocal presence on her team and among the most accomplished students 
UK Athletics has ever seen.

Galyer has a perfect 4.0 grade-point average as a double major in psychology 
and political science, twice earning SEC Scholar of the Year honors and this year 
winning the Elite 90 Award for having the top GPA at the NCAA Championships. 

And with the way Galyer – only a junior – finished her national                       
championship meet, there’s no telling what she could do as a senior.

4.0
PERFECTION MIGHT NOT BE POSSIBLE 
in the pool,  but it is in the classroom for           
Danielle Galyer. The psychology and political 
science double major has a flawless grade-point 
average entering her final year of college.

LESS THAN A MONTH AFTER SHE NARROWLY MISSED OUT on repeating as SEC 
200-meter backstroke champion, Danielle Galyer made a furious sprint to the finish in 
the same race at the NCAA Championships to claim a national title.

“I don’t think there’s a better example of a 
 student-athlete in the country. We’re so proud 
of her, our first national champion. Hopefully, 
there will be some more down the road. She 
proves that you can do it at Kentucky. She’s a 
great leader, a great member of the team, and I’m 
so proud of her.”

- UK Head Swimming Coach Lars Jorgensen
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Sidney Dukes’ first NCAA Championships meet didn’t start like she wanted 
it to, but she responded in a big way.
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JOURNEY OF VICTORY:  SIDNEY DUKES



“It’s always the goal for freshmen to come into our program and have an immediate
impact like the 2015 class did. But for a freshman to be as consistent as Sidney was this 
season and to achieve both All-SEC honors and All-America status in her first appearance 
at the NCAA Championship is special. She’ll be the first to tell you that her teammates were by 
her side supporting and pushing her every step of the way.”

- UK Head Gymnastics Coach Tim  Garrison
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S
idney Dukes was having a standout freshman 
season. The Tyler, Texas native stepped in and 
became Kentucky’s top gymnast, unfazed by 

competing in the nation’s toughest conference and in 
front of huge crowds. Even so, she had never been on a 
stage like this before.

On the strength of an outstanding performance at 
NCAA Regionals, Dukes had qualified for the national 
championship meet in the all-around, where she would 
be joined by fellow Wildcat freshman Alex Hyland. Com-
peting in her home state, Dukes started her day on bars. 
For a fleeting moment, it appeared the stage might be 
getting to Dukes. Her bars routine did not go according 

to plan, and she received a score of 8.9375.
Dukes, however, didn’t flinch. Instead, she 
moved on. Rotating to beam, Dukes posted a 

sterling score of 9.8875. With the performance, Dukes 
etched her name alongside Jenny Hansen – a three-time 
NCAA all-around champion – as one of two First Team 
All-Americans in program history. Her effort was a fitting 
cap to Kentucky’s season, as the Wildcats faced adversity 
throughout. But just as Dukes did, they always found a 
way to bounce back. Now, with Dukes leading the way, 
UK looks forward to a bright future.

When she arrived on campus, Dukes completed a 
survey so fans could get to know her both as a gymnast 
and a person. One of the questions posed asked why 
she chose to come to UK, to which she answered, “The 
program is on the rise and I want to be a part of the 
excitement.” A year and an All-American honor into her 
Kentucky career, Dukes’ reasoning seems sound.

Sidney Dukes became just the second 
First Team All-American in Kentucky 

gymnastics history after an outstanding 
beam performance at her first NCAA 

Championships meet.



Over the course of a 2015-16 season that brought both ups and 
downs, Kentucky went from a talented group of individuals to a 
cohesive team.

T
he season started as it often does for UK under John 
Calipari, with a vaunted recruiting class, a No. 1 presea-
son ranking and championship expectations. It quickly 

became clear, however, that these Wildcats had a long road 
ahead of them to become the team they were projected to be.

Their potential was on display from the moment they took 
the floor for Big Blue Madness, but so too were their flaws in 
early-season defeats against UCLA and Ohio State. They got 
a signature win over Louisville behind the brilliant Tyler Ulis, 
but injuries plagued them and prevented them from finding a 
consistent rhythm.

It briefly appeared they had found that elusive rhythm in 
response to a disheartening defeat at Auburn and with the 
emergence of Derek Willis as a floor-stretching shooter, but 
a head-scratching loss at Tennessee after leading by 21 points 
dispelled that notion. 

Not to be deterred, UK found its way again as star freshman 
guard Jamal Murray went on one of the most remarkable           
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JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION:  MEN’S BASKETBALL



“Vdam qui offictem aturis venimpo re-
ritibus.Daeperum renis es alit, nes ut 
volores dolenisit, siminct iasperunt que 
nostrum, sum doloren diorro vent.”

- UK Head Coach John Calipari

scoring tears the program has ever seen. The “Blue Arrow” poured in 35 points – 
with eight 3-pointers – against Florida in UK’s next game, the second of a 12-game 
streak of 20-point performances.

Boasting the nation’s best backcourt by season’s end, UK dropped only two 
tough road games among its final nine SEC outings to claim a share of the confer-
ence championship with Texas A&M, delivering on those championship expecta-
tions. In the SEC Tournament, they ended the debate about the league’s best team 
by besting the Aggies in the title game.

The NCAA Tournament would bring a tough draw and a second-round defeat 
at the hands of Big Ten champion Indiana, a disappointing finish, but one that       
did nothing to diminish the improvement the Cats had made individually and as 
a team.

SCORING MACHINE
JAMAL MURRAY

Going from a volume shooter to an efficient scorer capable of single-handedly 
turning a game, Jamal Murray had one of the most prolific freshman seasons in UK 
history.

•  Set UK freshman record with 113 made 3-pointers.

•  Second among all freshmen nationally with 20.0 points per game, the highest      
 scoring average for any Kentucky player in the John Calipari era.  

• Became first freshman in school history with three 30-point games.

33, 35, 33
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TYLER ULIS AND JAMAL MURRAY GOT THE HEADLINES, 
but Alex Poythress (bottom left, celebrating Senior Day), Derek 

Willis (top) and Isaiah Briscoe (right) filled important roles.

JAMAL MURRAY will take his bow-and-arrow 
celebration to the next level after declaring for the
NBA Draft in April and becoming a first-round
                     pick in June by the Denver Nuggets.



JOURNEYS OF PERSEVERANCE:  TYLER UILIS
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Vendam qui offictem aturis venimpo reri-
tibus.Daeperum renis es alit, nes ut volores 

dolenisit, siminct iasperunt que nostrum, 
sum doloren diorro vent la voloribusa vellum 

earum, sunt est aut facea id molo
sapersp itatusa.
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id eum fugia commolorrum es rem harum illorup tatur, ea nimin et 
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MORE THAN MEASURING UP
JOURNEY OF PERSEVERANCE:  TYLER ULIS

Tyler Ulis – all 5-foot-9 of him – cemented himself as one of the most beloved players in Kentucky basketball 
history with a record-breaking sophomore season.

With his coach ejected in the opening 
minutes, Tyler Ulis delivered his most
 memorable performance in an 89-62 win at 
South Carolina. Not only did he post 28 points 
and 12 assists, he also essentially took over 
coaching responsibilities, calling offensive 
plays each trip down the floor.

J
ohn Calipari had some prescient early-season words to say about his        
point guard.

“Tyler Ulis is, in my mind, the best floor general that we’ve 
had, since I’ve coached,” Calipari said in November.
Considering the long line of talented lead guards Calipari has 

coached – from John Wall to Andrew Harrison and everyone in 
between – the statement seemed a bit strong at the time. But 

when Coach Cal said it again in April after Ulis had just declared for the NBA 
Draft on the heels of one of the best seasons a Kentucky point guard has ever 
had, no one batted an eye.

Calipari has had better athletes at the position, he’s had better shooters and 
scorers, and he’s certainly had bigger guys. But when you combine on-court 
savvy, leadership, passing ability and sheer heart, Ulis stands above the rest. 
With seven of his teammates from a team that nearly made an unbeaten run to 

MORE THAN MEASURING UP10



“I’ve coached a lot of great leaders and great point guards in all my years of 
coaching. Tyler Ulis is the best floor general that I’ve ever coached. What I 
loved is he grew into that position. You couldn’t speed him up and you couldn’t 
slow him down unless he wanted to do one of those things. He coached 
the team this season as much as I did, and I’m proud to say that.” 

- UK Head Men’s Basketball Coach John Calipari

the national championship gone, Ulis was left to guide a young team bearing the 
weight of lofty expectations that come with the territory at UK. While his fellow 
Wildcats coped with the ups and downs expected of players as inexperienced as 
them, Ulis was UK’s rock.

Though his outside shot wasn’t falling and an elbow injury knocked 
him out of his rhythm early in the season, he rediscovered it in time for 
an important regular-season matchup against Louisville. His 21-point, 
eight-assist outing in a win over the Cardinals tipped off a three-month 
stretch that launched him into the conversation for national player of the 
year and made him consensus First Team All-America.

Even more importantly, Ulis lifted his team with his play – and his on-floor 
coaching. The Cats closed the season playing their best basketball, winning a  
share of the SEC regular-season title and taking the conference tournament 
championship before falling in the NCAA Tournament with Ulis battling to the 
final moment. 

246 14 7.0 3.6ASSISTS
IN A SEASON

> School Record > Led SEC, Seventh Nationally> School Record

20-POINT,
FIVE-ASSIST GAMES

ASSISTS
PER GAME

ASSIST/TURNOVER 
RATI0 PER GAME

> Led SEC, Sixth Nationally

THE QUINTESSENTIAL FLOOR GENERAL
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MORE THAN MEASURING UPJOURNEY OF EXCELLENCE:  CALLUM IRVING
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I
n 2012, Callum Irving wasn’t sure Kentucky was the place for him.

He had crossed a border and traveled more than 2,000 miles from his 
home in Vancouver, Canada, to become a Wildcat, expecting to step in and 

star from day one at goalkeeper. Instead he found himself in a timeshare before 
Jack Van Arsdale took over full time in goal.

That’s when Irving began to ponder his future, wondering whether leaving to 
pursue a spot on the Canadian National Team was the right move. Ultimately, 
he decided he wasn’t going anywhere. He wasn’t going to take the easy way out. 
He responded to the benching by going to work. Irving was eventually rewarded 
with a late-September start against Old Dominion. He led Kentucky to an over-
time win, cementing himself as UK’s top goalkeeper, a role he wouldn’t relinquish 
until his graduation at the end of his senior season.

When that end came, Irving had clearly become the best to ever mind the 
net at Kentucky. He finished his UK career with the program’s all-time records 
in shutouts (27) and goals-against average (0.86). During his two full seasons 
as a starter, he swept Conference USA’s Player of the Year, Defensive MVP and 
Golden Glove awards. He also twice earned both All-America and Scholar 

Callum Irving – the 
school record holder in 
shutouts and goals-
against average – led UK 
to its first Conference 
USA regular-season 
championship in 2015.



All-America honors, impressively balancing responsibilities on the pitch 
and in the classroom.

Irving’s leadership and ability to initiate attacks from the back set the 
tone throughout the 2015 season. Due in large part to his contributions, 
Kentucky swept through eight conference games unbeaten to win its 
first-ever C-USA title. Irving allowed only one goal during the run and 
posted seven shutouts and UK earned the right to host in the NCAA Tournament 
for the second straight season.

With the harder path behind him at UK, it was on to a professional career and 
chasing that spot on the Canadian National Team. In January, he was called up for 
the first time for a friendly against Team USA.

After being benched as a freshmen and considering leaving UK, Callum Irving regained his starting spot and                 
developed into the best goalkeeper in school history.

Following a record-setting four years at Kentucky, 
Callum Irving has gone on to the professional ranks
and an international career with the Canadian 
National Team.

13

I learned that what you do on the field, is what you do in the classroom, is what you 
do in the community; nothing is separate. Commitment is necessary in all aspects in 
order for one to succeed in any of them.ONE LESSON

I’VE LEARNED

“It was a pretty rough first season for Callum. 
But I think again, the reason as to why he’s the best 
goalkeeper in college, and is our team captain, is that 
there’s not a challenge out there that Callum won’t 
respond to and try to overcome.”
                              - UK Head Men’s Soccer Coach Johan Cedergren

F R O M  M Y  J O U R N E Y  S O  F A R
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A
fter three years of her college career, Kelsey Nunley was already the best 
pitcher in Kentucky softball history. That didn’t stop her from getting even 
better as a senior.

Challenged by head coach Rachel Lawson to take her game to the next level
 and develop a second strikeout pitch to complement her changeup, Nunley          
responded by bringing a devastating rise ball into 2016. What followed was a 
season for the ages.

Leading UK to 43 regular-season wins and an unprecedented second-place 
finish in the Southeastern Conference, Nunley posted a school-record 1.26 earned-
run average en route to becoming the first Wildcat ever to earn National Fastpitch 
Coaches’ Association First Team All-America honors. Nunley also played an 
important role in the development of Meagan Prince, who emerged as a second 
ace alongside Nunley on the UK staff.

JOURNEY OF LEADERSHIP:  KELSEY NUNLEY

Kelsey Nunley’s four-year career coincided with the ascendance of Kentucky as a 
national softball power. That’s no coincidence.
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Nunley fully embraced Prince’s emergence, recognizing how it helped both 

her and the team. Shouldering a lighter load, Nunley’s statistics took a signifi-
cant jump. She set career bests in ERA, strikeouts per inning, hits allowed per 
inning and opponent batting average en route to a 21-6 record and a No. 9 
overall seed in the NCAA Tournament, where UK would fall to Utah.

She may have fallen short of leading UK to a second Women’s College World 
Series, but Nunley’s impact on the Wildcat program remains indelible. She to-
taled more than 16,000 pitches in her career, never missing significant time and 
taking full advantage of UK’s strength, training and nutrition programs.

On top of being a stalwart in the circle, Nunley evolved into an indispensable 
leadership presence, first by example and eventually vocally. Off the field, Nun-
ley was a Senior CLASS Award First Team All-American thanks to her grade-
point average of better than 3.0 in all of her college semesters and her consistent 
commitment to service in the community.

All told, there is no better example of what it means to be a true Wildcat than 
Kelsey Nunley.

“It was a privilege to be able to watch Kelsey compete for the Big Blue 

Nation. She will go down in the Kentucky softball record books as our most 

decorated athlete. Her competitive spirit and fight led us to heights never 

seen before by the UK softball program. Never shying away from a challenge, 

Kelsey exemplified what it meant to be a Wildcat both on and off the field. 

Her character, leadership and work ethic are all admirable qualities and will help 

to serve her as she carries on the Wildcat name in all of her future endeavors.”

- UK Head Softball Coach Rachel Lawson



JOURNEY OF FULFILLMENT:  UK’S INTERNATIONAL COMPETITORS

You won’t just find Kentucky Wildcats excelling at the collegiate and 
professional levels. Many are succeeding internationally and competed 
at the Olympics in Rio.

T
his August, the sporting world turned its attention to Rio for the 2016 Summer 
Olympics. There, nine athletes who either currently compete or formerly 
competed for the University of Kentucky traded in their Blue and White for 

the colors of their native nations.
Two athletes – DeMarcus Cousins and Andrew Evans – suited up for Team USA. 

Cousins, the 6-foot-11 center who endeared himself to the Big Blue Nation playing on 
John Calipari’s first Kentucky team, was a primary post presence for the United States men’s national 
basketball team. Evans – the Southeastern Conference champion in the discus in 2012 and 2014 – 
rode a solid first throw at the U.S. Olympic Team Trials to qualify.

NBA star DeMarcus Cousins spent his summer
pursuing a gold medal playing for Team USA. 
On the facing page, 2016 100-meter hurdles 
national champion Jasmine Camacho-Quinn 
competed for Puerto Rico in Rio.

HARRISON BOUNCES BACK IN A BIG WAY
Kendra Harrison fell short of her goal to qualify for the Olympics, but it only fueled 
her quest to become the best in the world. Less than two weeks after placing 
sixth at the Olympic Trials in the 100-meter hurdles, Harrison – 
the NCAA champion last year at UK – broke a 28-year-old world 
record in the event at the London Anniversary Games on July 22. 



Evans was joined by five other UK track and field athletes, including current 
star Jasmine Camacho-Quinn. Camacho-Quinn competed for the Puerto Rican 
team in the 100-meter hurdles, the same event in which she became the first fresh-
man national champion at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships in 
June. Fellow hurdler Leah Nugent qualified for the Jamaican team in the 400-meter 
hurdles after spending the year after her college graduation training at UK.

Trinidad and Tobago boasted two Wildcats on its track team: Rondel Sorrillo 
– a current UK volunteer assistant – in the 100 meters and 200 meters and Mikel 
Thomas in the 110-meter hurdles. Luis Orta ran for Venezuela in the marathon.

On the rifle range, UK Class of  
2013 alumnus and four-time rifle 
All-American Henri Junghänel repre-
sented Germany. In the pool, rising swimming 
senior Sean Gunn swam for Zimbabwe in the 
100-meter freestyle. 

For up-to-date info on how Kentucky        
athletes fared at the 2016 Olympics, visit 
UKathletics.com.
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SUMMER 2015
Kendra Harrison ran in her first pro-
fessional meet at the IAAF Diamond 
League Monaco Meeting. 

MAY 28, 2016
Kendra Harrison stole the show 
in the women’s 100m hurdles 
at the Prefontaine Classic 
in Eugene, Ore., with a then 
American record run of  12.24.

JUNE 2015
To conclude her UK career, 

Kendra Harrison won a pair of  
national championships 

and was a finalist for the 
Bowerman, the top award in 

collegiate track and field.

JAN. 14, 2016 
Kendra Harrison was honored 
as one of  the nation’s 10        
exemplary college athletes 
– the 2016 Today’s Top 10 
Award winners – at the NCAA 
Convention in San Antonio.
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MORE THAN MEASURING UPN
o one in Colonial Life Arena or watching Kentucky-South Carolina on television that Sunday afternoon 
had any doubt: the injury Janee Thompson had just suffered was catastrophic. An X-ray and MRI con-
firmed that Thompson would miss the final two months of her junior season with a dislocated ankle and 

broken fibula, both on her left leg. Doctors told her she would make a full recovery, but the road ahead was an 
arduous one.

To start with, she would have to make peace with being on the sideline for the season’s stretch run, a tall order 
for the UK point guard. Thompson coped with not being able to play by refusing to stop playing the leadership role 
that had become so vital for her team. As Makayla Epps stepped into a primary ball-handling role for the first time, 
Thompson was by her side to guide her.

Then it was time for Thompson to begin her rehabilitation. The process came in fits and starts with plenty of 
painful moments, but Thompson was unrelenting. As the season approached, Thompson was practicing with her 
team but still working her way back to 100 percent. She scored 17 points in her exhibition debut before pouring in 
22 points and nine assists in Kentucky’s third regular-season game. She was back.

COURAGE
P E R S O N I F I E D

Even better than before her injury, Thompson was UK’s stabilizing force at point guard. She averaged 12.6 
points and 4.8 assists, leading UK to a 25-8 record, a No. 3 seed in the NCAA Tournament and a trip to the 
Sweet 16. 

As she left the court wearing Kentucky Blue and White for the final time, Matthew Mitchell was left thinking 
about the way Thompson had matured over four years. She had gone from a freshman who butted heads with 
the staff on a nearly daily basis to the team’s undisputed leader and an extension of Mitchell on the floor. From 
her development on and off the court to her tireless approach to coming back from injury, there was no doubt-
ing Thompson had given everything she had.

JOURNEY OF SURVIVAL:  JANEE THOMPSON
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After coming back from a catastrophic injury 
suffered last year, Janee Thompson was 

awarded with the Blue Heart Award at this 
year’s CATSPYs.



“I have been blessed to have gone to a place where I was surrounded by love. Tran-
sitioning from high school to college was one of the hardest things I had to deal 
with in my life. But I got through it because of the amazing people I met who shel-
tered and loved me like one of their own. I thank all the coaches and teammates 
that I have had over the years for experiences and memories I will never forget.            
I thank the beautiful fans for showering me with love in my time of need. Kentucky 
is a great place and it will always be my home away from home.”

ONE LESSON
I’VE LEARNED

JOURNEY OF SURVIVAL:  JANEE THOMPSON
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“She is a very determined young woman 
and wants to be successful. It hasn’t always 

been easy, but a relationship like I have 
with Janee is particularly gratifying when 

you butt heads so many 
times and it seems like 

you are just spinning 
your wheels and not go-

ing anywhere and then 
you get out on the other 

side and you see that it has been worth all 
the work. She is really special to me.”

- UK Head Coach Matthew Mitchell

FROM TEARS OF PAIN TO 
TEARS OF JOY. It was on Jan. 
11, 2015 that Janee Thompson 
suffered a dislocated ankle and 
broken fibula (left). Barely a 
year later, she poured in 24 
points as UK toppled Missouri 
on Senior Night (below).

F R O M  M Y  J O U R N E Y  S O  F A R
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For more than 40 years Commonwealth Stadium has been the home of the Kentucky 
football team. But last fall it felt like a brand-new venue. Commonwealth underwent 

a dramatic transformation over 21 months with a $126 million renovation, unveiled at a 
grand reopening for the Wildcats’ 2015 debut vs. Louisiana-Lafayette on Sept. 5. The stadium 
features significantly wider concourses, as well as new concessions and restrooms throughout. 
New premium seating areas along the South sideline play an important role in funding the 
upgrades, while players enjoy all new team facilities and future Wildcats are entertained in a 
first-of-its kind recruiting room surrounded by the new end-zone student section.

9.5.15 NEW CWS GRAND OPENING

MORE HIGHLIGHTS ON FOLLOWING PAGES
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10.16.15 BIG BLUE MADNESS

MEN’S SOCCER WINS
C-USA CROWN 11.7.15

Every year, Big Blue Madness sets a standard for spectacle that seemingly won’t be 
exceeded. But the next year, the celebration of a new year of Kentucky basketball 

tops it anyway. The tradition continued this season, as UK’s men’s and women’s teams 
were introduced to fans in grand fashion with pyrotechnics, videos that turned the 
Rupp Arena floor into a giant screen, lots of dancing and even a little bit of basketball.

They say championships are won with defense. For the UK 
men’s soccer team, that’s certainly the case. Anchored by 

First Team All-America goalkeeper Callum Irving, the Wild-
cats allowed a mere one goal in an unbeaten run through 

Conference USA regular-season play. With a 7-0-1 
mark, UK won its first-ever C-USA title and dominated 
the conference’s postseason awards. Irving won Player 
of the Year, Defensive Player of the Year and Golden 
Glove honors, while Johan Cedergren was named 
Coach of the Year and Napo Matsoso and Jordan Wil-

son joined Irving as First Team All-C-USA.

2015-16 
HIGHLIGHTS

Fans once again camped 
out for days to secure 
tickets to Big Blue Madness 
(middle left) and were 
treated to a state-of-the-
program speech from John 
Calipari (near left).

UK men’s soccer clinched the C-USA title with a shutout 
win vs. FIU at the Wendell & Vickie Bell Soccer Complex.
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5.12.16  UK ATHLETICS 
EXCEEDS 3.0 GPA FOR EIGHTH
STRAIGHT SEMESTER 

1.17.16 CHEERLEADING 
WINS RECORD 21ST 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

VOLLEYBALL MAKES
11TH  CONSECUTIVE 

NCAA APPEARANCE 

Mitch Barnhart knew he was being ambitious when he set a goal of a 3.0 grade-
point average for UK Athletics. However, an entire department – from students 

to coaches to staff – has embraced academics as a central part of its mission and results 
have followed. When final GPAs were tabulated this spring, Wildcat students had com-
bined for a GPA of better than 3.0 for the eighth consecutive semester. There are many 
among the 70 Wildcats who graduated this year who have contributed to a 3.0 GPA in 
each of their college semesters.

The University of Kentucky cheerleading program continued its dominance of the cheerleading 
world by claiming its 21st national championship on the campus of ESPN’s Wide World of Sports in        

Orlando, Fla. 
“I am extremely proud of this team,” UK head coach Jomo Thompson said. “They put in a lot of hard 

work all year to win this championship. It was an intense competition, and I am thrilled that we were able 
to get the win.”
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Sophomore middle blocker 
Kaz Brown (below) ranked 
in the top five nationally in 
blocks en route to All-SEC 
honors.



2.3.16 NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
SIGNING DAY

2.5.16 UK ATHLETICS UNVEILS 
NEW GRAPHIC IDENTITY

Mark Stoops and the Kentucky football program introduced 
yet another highly touted recruiting class with a slickly 

produced live online broadcast featuring highlights and expert 
analysis. The group – rated No. 29 nationally by Rivals – was 
UK’s fourth in a row to rank in the top 35 nationally.

For two years, UK Athletics staff, coaches and students collaborated with Nike’s 
Graphic Identity Group to study the Kentucky brand. With that work complete, 

the refined graphic identity was unveiled publicly at an event in the recruiting room 
at Commonwealth Stadium. It included an interlocking UK logo that both honors the 
long-standing tradition of the Kentucky brand and applies consistent and practical 
geometry, as well as a new Wildcat mark.

Nike Vice President Keith Crawford (left) was joined by
 Mitch Barnhart, John Calipari, Mark Stoops, and student 

models Courtney Love (above), C.J. Conrad, Jojo Kemp and 
Alex Poythress as UK Athletics unveiled an updated graph-

ic identity and new football and basketball uniforms.

2015-16 
HIGHLIGHTS

“My point of view, absolutely top to bottom, I feel like it’s the most solid group. I feel like 
there’s elite talent in this group and I feel like there’s great glue, there’s great players, 

great program guys.” - UK Head Football Coach Mark Stoops on Kentucky’s 2016 Recruiting Class
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Hanna Carr was named First Team All-America in smallbore after leading Kentucky 
to a fifth-place national finish. Carr also was a second team selection of the Colle-

giate Rifle Coaches Association, which accounts for combined scores, and a First Team 
All-American in air rifle. Following a stellar freshman season, Carr competed for Team 
USA this summer at the International Shooting Sport Federation World Cup.

MEN’S BASKETBALL WINS SHARE OF SEC 
REGULAR- SEASON TITLE  AND OUTRIGHT 
SEC TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIP 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
REACHES NCAA SWEET 16

UK made its fifth all-time appearance in the Sweet 16, 
including its fourth trip in the last five seasons. The 

Wildcats started the tournament run with an impres-
sive win over UNC Asheville before defeating No. 

23/24 Oklahoma in the second round. 

SEE PAGE 8 FOR MORE 2015-16 MEN’S BASKETBALL HIGHLIGHTS

READ MORE ABOUT DANIELLE GALYER ON PAGE 4

Junior Danielle Galyer accomplished 
the rare feat of winning both a nation-
al title and the Elite 90 award – given 
to the athlete with the highest GPA at 
each NCAA championship site.

DANIELLE GALYER
WINS FIRST NCAA 
SWIMMING TITLE 

IN SCHOOL HISTORY

RIFLE’S HANNA CARR NAMED
FIRST TEAM ALL-AMERICA

4,563
420 STUDENTS LOG

4,563 COMMUNITY 
SERVICE HOURS 

FOR UK ATHLETICS



2015-16 
HIGHLIGHTS

4.15.16 SIDNEY DUKES EARNS 
FIRST TEAM ALL-AMERICA 
HONORS AT NCAAS
READ MORE ABOUT SIDNEY DUKES ON PAGE 6

5.8.16 UK SOFTBALL BIDS 
FAREWELL TO BEST SENIOR
CLASS IN SCHOOL HISTORY

UK ATHLETES MAKE ETHIOPIA 
SERVICE TRIPS

Kelsey Nunley, Christian Stokes, Nikki Sagermann, Sylver Samuel, 
Maisie Steed and Ansley Smith came to Kentucky with plans to take 

an ascending UK softball program to the next level. As the decorated group 
celebrated their careers on Senior Day this May, there’s no debating they fulfilled 
their plans. Their first season brought a trip to Super Regionals. As sopho-
mores, they took Kentucky to its first-ever Women’s College World Series. 
As juniors, it was back to Super Regionals. Their final season would end 
earlier than they hoped, but not before the Wildcats set school records 
with 43 regular-season wins, a 
second-place Southeastern Con-
ference finish and a No. 9 national 
seed in the NCAA Tournament.

Each summer, two groups of Wildcat students are afforded the unique opportu-
nity to travel to Ethiopia for a service trip. And each summer, they return to the 

United States unanimously talking about how they have been changed forever by the 
welcoming, gracious, generous and joyful 
Ethiopian people they met. Football 
Wildcats Courtney Love, De’Niro Laster 
and Greg Hart attended the May trip and 
came home with a brand-new perspective. 
In July, women’s soccer’s Michaela Dooley, 
women’s golfer Grace Rose, Morgan 
Chumney of women’s tennis, Ethan Shal-
away from track and field, and swimmer 
Kyle Higgins did the same.

Linebacker Courtney Love (foreground) and De’Niro Laster 
jumped right in to help on a May service trip to Ethiopia.  

Christian Stokes (below) was joined by her parents 
for Kentucky softball Senior Day ceremonies. 
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6.11.16 JASMINE CAMACHO-QUINN 
BECOMES FIRST FRESHMAN TO WIN 
NCAA TITLE IN THE 100M HURDLES

Aldila Sutjiadi and Mami Adachi form quite a pair. Playing 
together in doubles for a Kentucky women’s tennis team that 

has experienced a resurgence over the last two seasons, Sutjiadi and 
Mami Adachi were ranked No. 1 throughout the season. They then 
became the first Wildcat doubles pair since 2003 to reach the quar-
terfinals of the NCAA Doubles Championship, but ultimately fell 
short of the national championship. They were named to the Division 
I All-America Doubles Team and – with Adachi just completing her 
sophomore year and Sutjiadi still with a year of eligibility – the duo 
has another chance at a national title ahead of them.

Jasmine Camacho-Quinn had a lot to live up to. The redshirt freshman 
was the heir apparent to Kendra Harrison in the 100-meter hurdles, a 

tall order considering Harrison won the national championship last year and 
has gone on to set the world record in the event. Camacho-Quinn was up to 
the task, becoming the first freshman to ever win the national championship 
in the event at June’s NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships.

Kentucky finished 26th in the 
race for the Directors’ Cup, 
the fifth straight year UK has 
placed in the top 30 of national 
all-sports standings.

26MEN’S TENNIS  
26TH ALL-TIME 
NCAA APPEARANCE 

MEN’S GOLF  
13TH AT NCAAS

6.9.16 WOMEN’S TENNIS DOUBLES 
TEAM NAMED ITA ALL-AMERICANS 

Chip McDaniel (left) and the Kentucky 
men’s golf team rebounded from missing 
NCAA Regionals last season to finish 13th 
at the NCAA Championships in May.
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W
hen it comes to recruiting, Carlos Drada has a clear advantage. He un-
derstands exactly what it’s like to be a successful student at Kentucky.

Drada – who just wrapped up his 11th season as UK’s women’s 
tennis head coach – was pegged to be a professional player from an early age. 
By the time he was 14, the Cali, Colombia, native was the second-ranked player 
of his age in all of South America. That earned him a scholarship to train with 
famed coach Nick Bollettieri in Bradenton, Fla., at what is now known as the IMG 
Academy.

Playing professional matches yet maintaining his amateur status, Drada 
learned English and adjusted to life away from home. There were some tough 
losses and trying moments – celebrating Christmas alone being one of them – 
but Drada doesn’t regret the move for one moment. It led him to UK, after all.

Recruited by former UK coach Dennis Emery, Drada enrolled in 1997.           
Save for Kentucky’s cold winters, he was at home immediately. He thrived in an 

environment where his personal development was as important as his growth as a 
player, reaching the NCAA singles title match as a senior and pursuing a degree in 
finance and marketing that landed him a job after graduation with Merrill Lynch. 
Tennis was in his blood, though, and he entered the coaching ranks with the 
women’s team after a year.

Under his leadership, the program has experienced a renaissance over the last 
two years. Fielding one of the most geographically diverse rosters on campus – for 
which Drada is the perfect coach considering his background – UK has been a 
fixture in national rankings and reached each of the last two NCAA Tournaments. 
And realizing why his experience as a Wildcat was so transformative, Drada seeks 
out athletes of the highest character and commits to their development in all 
facets of life.

 “Regardless of the background that you have, you have to be grateful, Drada 
said. Things don’t just happen and you shouldn’t have an attitude of entitlement. 
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JOURNEY OF COURAGE:  CARLOS DRADA

Carlos Drada thrived during his time as a Kentucky Wildcat. Now he’s leading others to do the same as women’s tennis 
head coach.



“Regardless of the background that you have, you have to be grateful. Things don’t 
just happen and you shouldn’t have an attitude of entitlement. That corrupts every-
thing. The other thing that I’ve learned from athletics is that you have to be patient. 
Things don’t come easy. You have to be willing to persevere. You have to be willing 
to get up one more time. You have to have that resilience. The last thing is that when 
I was in college, I wanted to be a rich person in terms of money. Now that I’m older, I 
realize that happiness is what really matters.”
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FROM STUDENT TO 
TEACHER. Born in Cali, 
Colombia, Carlos Drada’s 
Kentucky playing career 
culminated in a trip to the 
NCAA singles championship 
match in 2000 before he 
moved into coaching with 
UK’s women’s program.

ONE LESSON
I’VE LEARNED

That corrupts everything. The other thing that I’ve learned from athletics is that 
you have to be patient. Things don’t come easy. You have to be willing to per-
severe. You have to be willing to get up one more time. You have to have that 
resilience. The last thing is that when I was in college, I wanted to be a rich person 
in terms of money. Now that I’m older, I realize that happiness is what really 
matters.”

F R O M  M Y  J O U R N E Y  S O  F A R



T albott Todd was a highly regarded quarterback and defensive back playing high-school ball in 
Richmond, Ky. Nicknamed the Richmond Rocket, he had offers from all over the country and was 
pondering a commitment to Georgia Tech – then a powerhouse under Bobby Dodd.

That’s when his father stepped in and reminded him that the blood that ran through his veins was 
Kentucky Blue. Nothing has stopped Todd from remembering that fact since – not the program’s 

ups and downs, not a successful and ongoing 49-year career with Northwestern Mutual, not a busy 
life as a husband of 51 years to Marilyn and father to Jeff and Jim, and not even an ALS diagnosis 
last June.

Todd arrived at UK in 1962, playing on the school’s freshman team. He lettered for the 
varsity team from 1963-65, tying for the team lead in interceptions with four in 1963, securing 
the game-clinching fumble recovery in an upset at top-ranked Ole Miss in 1964 and seeing 
part-time duty at quarterback along the way. When his playing days were over, Todd didn’t 
waste any time becoming one of the football program’s most loyal fans. He’s been a fixture 

Longtime Kentucky football supporter Talbott Todd can be found in Commonwealth 
Stadium most fall Saturdays.

Talbott Todd – a Wildcat letterman from 1963-65 – is among Kentucky 
football’s most loyal fans. Not even a debilitating illness can stop him from 
supporting the program he loves.

JOURNEY OF LOYALTY:  TALBOTT TODD
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at practice for the last five decades and built strong relationships with coaches and 
players alike along the way.

Todd, now 72, has been through thick and thin as a supporter of UK football, 
always remaining steadfast because of the impact he remembers a full Stoll Field 
having during his time as a player and the feeling of stepping off the plane and seeing 
a crowd of 20,000 gathered at the airport after that Ole Miss win. “It takes all of us” is a 
favorite refrain of Todd’s, so he never misses a game in Commonwealth Stadium. He’s 
still smarting from 2015 defeats at the hands of Vanderbilt and Louisville that left the 
Cats a win shy of bowl eligibility, but he hasn’t wavered in his excitement for the 2016 
season. Mere days after last season ended upon seeing Mark Stoops – a coach who 
reminds Todd of Jerry Claiborne and Rich Brooks – he was sure to say how much he 
was looking forward to the spring game.

Todd was there for that spring game, refusing to be deterred by ALS. He first 
noticed the illness in the form of slurred speech and is being treated by UK 
HealthCare specialist Dr. Edward J. Kasarskis. If you ask him whether his 
support of Kentucky football has changed at all over the last year because of 
his diagnosis, “hell no” is the answer you’re likely to get.

And if you’d like additional proof, just head out to the practice at the new 
training facility this fall. You’re still likely to see Todd watching from the side-
lines every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

“If I have done any minute thing to help, it pales in comparison with the what this great university has done 
for me and my family. Love and loyalty are hard to hide ”          

                                                     - Talbott Todd

Talbott Todd was a defensive back/        
quarterback from 1963-65 before be-

coming a staunch supporter of the UK 
program. Here he is pictured with Tim 

Couch (bottom left), Dermontti Dawson 
(top) and Ervin, Kenneth and Robert 

Nutter (bottom right).
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JOURNEYS OF IMPACT:  MADISON WINSTEAD Madison Winstead (left) and her mother 
Shane share a hug at the Blue-White 

Intrasquad Meet, in which Madison was 
specially cleared by the NCAA to com-

pete while still in high school.
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T he Kentucky swimming and diving team’s Blue-White Instrasquad Meet is 
normally a no-nonsense swim meet – a simple opportunity for the team 
to compete in a live environment before the end of the spring semester. 

This year, it became the most special event of the season – a chance to celebrate the 
relationship between a daughter and her mother suffering from cancer.

That daughter was Madison Winstead, a highly regarded breaststroker and Lex-
ington native set to join the UK team next season. That mother was Shane Winstead, 
a longtime pharmacy specialist and eventually director of clinical pharmacy services 
at UK HealthCare and faculty member at the College of Pharmacy who was diag-
nosed with stage four colon cancer in January 2015. Wanting to make sure Shane 
could be there when she donned a Blue and White cap for the first time, Madison 
reached out to the UK coaching staff about starting her college career early and 
competing in the Blue-White meet.

After Madison originally mentioned the idea, the coaches went to work behind 
the scenes. UK’s compliance staff got involved too, petitioning the NCAA for a 
special waiver. And months later – not having heard a thing about the meet since she 
first asked about it – Madison learned she had been cleared to participate.

What followed was a whirlwind. Plans for a first-of-its-kind meet. Extending 
invitations to friends and family. Interviews with the Today Show, ESPN and SEC 
Network. Then finally it was meet day.

In front of a packed house – including Shane in the front row – Madison put on 
that UK cap a few months ahead of schedule. She warmed up with her new team-
mates and got ready to swim. Before her debut – the same 100-meter breaststroke 
event in which she won the Kentucky state title two months prior – she stepped to 
a microphone to tell the crowd she was dedicating the race to her mother. Then she 
went out and won it.
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“Sun Shall Shine” is the mantra Shane 
Winstead and her family have adopted 

through her battle with an aggressive 
form of cancer. 



JOURNEYS OF PERSEVERANCE:  TYLER UILIS
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Mr. and Miss Wildcat are the highest honors given at the CATSPY Awards, 
the annual gathering celebrating the best in University of Kentucky Athlet-
ics. The two awards recognize all-around excellence in athletics, academics, 

character and service, so it’s only fitting that they be given from this point forward 
in honor of Bruno Agostinelli, a man who perfectly exemplified that kind of overall 
excellence before his life was tragically cut short.

Agostinelli came to UK in 2005 from Niagara Falls, Ontario, without 
a great deal of hype. What he did bring with him was an unmatched 

work ethic, a contagious positive attitude and a commitment to 
reaching his potential. 

By his sophomore year, Agostinelli was an all-conference 
performer. He repeated the feat as a junior and was named a team 

captain before his senior year. In his final season as a Wildcat, he 
reached an individual singles ranking of No. 2 before advancing to the 

quarterfinals of the NCAA Championships and becoming an All-American. 
As a cap to his college career, Agostinelli was named Mr. Wildcat.

After graduation, Agostinelli played professionally and was named to Canada’s 
Davis Cup roster in 2009. Agostinelli was not expected to play, but memorably and 
characteristically took advantage of the opportunity when he was called on. He 
defeated Ivan Miranda  in four sets in the deciding rubber match to clinch a 3-2 Davis 
Cup victory for Canada over host Peru. A move into the coaching ranks would follow 

Bruno Agostinelli, who won more than 100 matches as a Wildcat, 
was one of the best players in Kentucky tennis history.

JOURNEY OF INSPIRATION:  BRUNO AGOSTINELLI
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quickly where he coached for Tennis Canada, training 
junior tennis players for the national team.

In the summer of 2015, he married his wife, An-
drea. The couple’s first son was born in March, a 
mere two weeks before Agostinelli passed 
away due to a motorcycle accident in 
Toronto.

Agostinelli’s life may have been too 
short, but he made the most of every 
day for the 28 years he had.

“Bruno was not only one of the best student-athletes we’ve ever had at 
UK, but he was the most caring, respectful and hardworking person I 
have ever met. He was kind and humble and he became one of my closest 
friends after his playing years. I will dearly miss him.” 

- Former UK Head Men’s Tennis Coach Dennis Emery

Bruno Agostinelli (at right, with current 
UK head coach Cedric Kauffmann and 
former head coach Dennis Emery) was 
named Mr. Wildcat after an All-Amer-
ican senior season. Following his profes-
sional career, he went into coaching 
and married his wife, Andrea, in 2015.   
Agostinelli had a son, Alessio (far right), 
two weeks prior to his passing in March. 



Senior Associate Athletics 
Director for Facilities and 
Operations Russ Pear managed 
the construction of UK’s new 
football facility and the renova-
tion of Commonwealth Stadium 
next door.
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Every day on his walk into work, Russ Pear has been reminded of the work 
ahead of him.

Pear’s office is located in the bowels of Commonwealth Stadium, a build-
ing that underwent a $126 million renovation over the course of less than two years 
starting in December 2013. Next door is the site of the Kentucky football training 
facility, on which construction began midway through the stadium renovation and was 
completed in July 2016. Pear – UK’s senior associate athletics director for facilities and 
operations – was tasked with managing both projects. And along the way, he had a son 
get married and a daughter give birth to his first grandchild.

With all that going on, Pear can make a good case for the title of busiest man in the 
Bluegrass. Fortunately for him – and for UK Athletics – it’s a labor of love. Managing 
aggressive project timelines and the unrelenting deadlines that came with them, Pear 
has deftly managed his responsibilities nearly a quarter-century into his career in the 
athletics department. 

Pear came to UK Athletics in 1992 after a long career working on campus in intra-
murals and campus recreation and soon assumed responsibility for oversight of capital 
projects. His tenure has seen the transformation of UK Athletics’ facilities, requiring 
Pear’s around-the-clock dedication.

The two new state-of-the-art football buildings – as well as new facilities for track 
and field, softball, men’s and women’s soccer, and men’s and women’s golf opened in 
recent years – serve as a fitting legacy for a man who has served the department so well 
for so long.

No one in UK Athletics has had a more active role in the transformation of the department’s facilities than long-time 
senior administrator Russ Pear.

JOURNEY OF IMAGINATION:  RUSS PEAR

“Russ Pear embodies so much of what is great 
about our athletics department. He has played 
an instrumental role in the transformation of our 
facilities over the last five years, managing a series 
of monumental tasks with passion, integrity and 
tirelessness. I am proud to call him a coworker and 
prouder to call him a friend.” 

- UK Athletics Director
Mitch Barnhart
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“I always think of country music songs which I hope represented my work ethic, work 
relations and family priorities. Being reminded by Tim McGraw’s “Humble and Kind” 
to not hold a grudge because “Bitterness keeps you from flyin’ ” and “Don’t take for 
granted the love this life gives you/When you get where you’re goin’/Don’t forget turn 
back around/And help the next one in line”. The days are long in this business, but 
the years are short. Take advantage of every opportunity.”

ONE LESSON
I’VE LEARNED



I
t was the moment that every athlete dreads.

Shelby Hilton – a senior gymnast – took a gruesome fall on a tumbling 
run during a meet at Florida. She was rushed to the hospital for testing on 

her head and neck, but she had avoided the injuries she feared. An MRI instead 
revealed an illness she hadn’t even thought to worry about. Hilton was diag-
nosed with medulloblastoma, a form of pediatric brain cancer. In a flash, 
Hilton’s priorities changed entirely. Thoughts of practices and meets and 
classes and social obligations were replaced by the battle with cancer 
she had to immediately undertake. 

True to the nature her coaches and teammates had gotten to 
know so well, Hilton approached her treatment – which would con-
sist of both radiation and chemotherapy – purposefully. Not only 
would she beat cancer, she would also be back at UK as a student before 
the start of the spring semester. Also true to her nature, she did both. Barely 
six months after her initial diagnosis, doctors told her she was cancer free. 
Immediately, she started planning her return to school.

Hilton enrolled in classes for the spring semester, needing only 24 
hours to graduate. Effects of her illness and treatment wouldn’t let her 

JOURNEY OF VICTORY:  SHELBY HILTON

Gymnast Shelby Hilton – the recipient of the Mike 
Lyden Courage Award at the CATSPYs – has overcome a 
cancer diagnosis to return to classes at UK.
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return to competition, but they didn’t 
stop her from celebrating the Senior 
Day that had been taken away from her. 
On Jan. 29, Hilton was honored at UK’s 
meet against Georgia, which also helped 
raise funds and awareness for childhood 
cancer research in conjunction with 
DanceBlue.

“Shelby lost many things during her fight with cancer 
– some weight, some hair and the freedom to move in 
ways we may take for granted. But more important is 
what she kept. Shelby kept her courage and her de-
termination to fight and win her battle, and her smile. 
The phrase ‘til the Battle is Won is used frequently 
here, and if you’re looking for an embodiment of that 
phrase, then look no further than Shelby Hilton.”

- UK Head Coach Tim Garrison

Prior to her diagnosis, Shelby Hilton 
was a valuable contributor and respected 
leader on the Kentucky gymnastics team.  
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E
scalating expenses and an ever-changing competitive climate continue 
to permeate the world of college athletics. The University of Kentucky Ath-
letics Department continues to successfully navigate these challenges, all 

while maintaining a balanced budget and strengthening its partnership with the 
university it represents.

UK Athletics’ proposed 2016-17 operating budget of $132.8 million was 
approved by the UK Board of Trustees in June, accounting for just 3.77 percent 
of the university’s overall budget while receiving no state or university funds. The 
athletics department incurred increased costs for travel, tuition, food and nutri-
tion, as well as the daily operation of the new 
football training facility. Those increases, along 
with continued investment in the well-being of 
students, staff and coaches, contributed to add-
ed projected expenses of $9 million in 2016-17.

The University of Kentucky continues to 
benefit in myriad ways from its athletics depart-
ment, and well beyond the positive attention 
generated by 22 varsity teams. UK Athletics 
pays full in-state and out-of-state tuition rates 
for each of its 340 scholarships, a number that 
includes athletes, trainers, managers and in-
terns. The athletics department also contributes 
$3.7 million annually toward debt service for 
the construction of the new Academic Science 

Building and will fund nearly two-thirds of the $100-plus million project. Sepa-
rately, UK Athletics donates $1.7 million annually toward non-athletic university 
scholarships and pays an annual $2 million University Service Assessment Fee. In 
yet another show of its commitment to advancing the university’s academic mis-
sion, UK Athletics also reduced the annual fee charged to students by 33 percent 
for this year and will entirely phase out the fee over the next two years.

Combining everything, UK Athletics has indirectly and directly contributed 
more than $170 million to the university under Mitch Barnhart’s leadership.

PAYING OUR WAY
Responsible stewardship and unwavering commitment to a strong partnership with the university it represents define 
the University of Kentucky Athletics Department’s financial strategy.

16-17 OPERATING REVENUES – $132.8M
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A
t this year’s 15th Annual CATSPYS Awards, held in April , the UK           
Athletics Department gathered like it does each spring to honor the many 
accomplishments of its students, coaches, teams and staff and coaches.

This year, however–in addition to recognizing the season’s most remarkable 
performances and moments–UK Athletics took time to celebrate the unique 
journeys of its students and coaches. Two of the featured students were women’s 
basketball player Evelyn Akhator and men’s soccer’s Napo Matsoso, both of whom 
traveled thousands of miles and crossed continents to become Wildcat stars.

For Akhator, the journey started in her native Lagos, Nigeria, where she grew to 
love basketball and planned to play stateside—until her mother died in an accident 
in January 2013. Heartbroken and temporarily robbed of her contagious smile, 
Akhator nearly abandoned her dreams of playing for a Division-I program. She 
eventually got her smile back and enrolled at Chipola Junior College, where she 
won junior-college player of the year honors and a national championship. That 
led her to Kentucky and a standout junior season. She averaged 11.5 points and 9.3 
rebounds and her positive attitude was essential to UK’s Sweet 16 run. 

Matsoso, meanwhile, is from the tiny land-locked country of Lesotho, which 
is bordered by South Africa. Hoping to follow in the footsteps of his father–who 
played for the Lesotho national team–Matsoso knew he would need to leave his 
family. He came to Louisville in 2009 to attend high school and live with a new 
family. After an adjustment period, Matsoso thrived and earned a scholarship 

to play at UK, where he’s become the Wildcats’ most dangerous 
player and tallied four goals and six assists last year. He still thinks 
constantly about his parents in Lesotho–he hasn’t seen his parents 
in seven years–but Matsoso is building a better life for himself and 
his family.

Africa natives Evelyn Akhator (top right) 
and Napo Matsoso (near right) have over-
come adversity to establish themselves as 

Kentucky stars.




