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THE BASICS

Senes Breakdown
OveraII UK, 35-16
_In Louisville - UK, 12-9 Loulswlle UK, 12-9
Callparl vs. UL-15-7
Mack vs. UK - 0-0
_ Current UK streak - W1 streak w1

Chris Mack
Overall Record: 224-100

John Calipari
Overall Record: 729-206*

Record at UK: 284-66 Record at UL: 9-3

Overall Seasons: 11th
At UL: First

Overall Seasons: 27th
At UK: 10th

*on-court record

BY THE N BERS

All-time wins, NCAA
leader

UK's margin of victory vs.
Louisville last season

+29

Kentucky's record vs.
Louisville under Calipari

Hagans' steals vs. UNC,
tying a school record

ALE OF THE TAP

rebounds (four) and mi
three or more in five st

for player of the year |

Jerry West watch list fo
drained 17 3-pointers |

Preseason All-SEC First
than 1,400 points, 700
rebounds a game | Sco

PREVIOUS GAME STARTERS

ASHTON HAGANS

6-3 +192 » GUARD * FRESHMAN
CARTERSVILLE, GA. | NEWTON

Tied single-game UK record with eight steals vs. UNC | Also had career highs in

nutes (31) | Leads UK with 3.1 assists per game and has
raight | Dished out a career-high seven assists vs. Utah

KELDON JOHNSON

6-6 + 211 * GUARD * FRESHMAN
SOUTH HILL, VA. | OAK HILL ACADEMY

Julius Erving watch list for best small forward | Wooden, Naismith watch lists

Leads UK in scoring with 16.5 points per game | Scored

in double figures in all but one game | Scored 21 points with four treys vs. UNC

TYLER HERRO
6-5 195 « GUARD * FRESHMAN
MILWAUKEE | WHITNALL HIGH SCHOOL

r best shooting guard | Averaging 12.4 points and has
A 2,000-point scorer in high school | Scored in double

figures in eight of 11 games, including five straight

REID TRAVIS

6-8 » 238  FORWARD *» GRADUATE STUDENT

MINNEAPOLIS | STANFORD

Team | Two-time All-Pac-12 First Team | Totaled more
boards at Stanford | Averaging 15.1 points and 6.5
red 20 or more points in a team-high-tying four games

PJ WASHINGTON

6-8 » 228 * FORWARD * SOPHOMORE
DALLAS | FINDLAY PREP

Career-high 29 points vs. Seton Hall and 12 rebounds for third double-double

UK STAT uL | Near triple-double vs. UNC with 11 points, 10 boards and career-high eight
84.2 Points PG 80.2 assists | Wooden, Naismith, NABC watch lists for player of the year
70.5 Opp. Points PG 68.5
o |Leapers  JIf NEED TO KNOW
39.8 Rebounds PG 38.2
o Kentucky was picked to win the SEC
14.9 Assists PG 13.1
ROINTSIRERIGANE regular-season title by the media
5.6 Blocks PG 3.8 UK Keldon Johnson 16.5
6.4 Steals PG 5.3 UL Jordan Nwora 17.8 UK is 16-2 vs. in-state foes under John
491 FG Pct. 455 REBOUNDS PER GAME Calipari
366 3-Pt FG Pct. 358 UK PJ Washington 8.5 Kentucky's 90-61 victory over the
748 FT Pct 772 UL Jordan Nwora 8.5 Cardinals in Rupp Arena last season,
- = - was the third-largest margin of victory
428 Opp. FG Pt. 414 ASSISTS PER GAME in the series' histir ’
UK Ashton Hagans 3.1 Y
.390 Opp. 3-Pt FG Pct. .349 - -
UL Christen Cunningham 3.1 Ashton Hagans was named the SEC
m STEALS PER GAME Freshman of the Week after tying
UK Ashton Hagans 1.6 the school record with eight steals, in
e Be UK's second victory away from UL Jordan Nwora 12 addition to seven points, a c?ree'r-high
home this season N four rebounds and three assists, in the
. , . SEOINTERS win over No. 9/10 North Carolina
e Mark the Wildcats' second straight UK Keldon Johnson 18
win over Louisville UL Jordan Nwora 26 UK is ranked second in the country in
e Put Calipari within 12 wins of Joe B. FIELD-GOAL PERCENTAGE rebounding margin and third in offen-
Hall's Kentucky win total UK Nick Richards 615 sive rebounding percentage
* Improve UK's record against the UL Steven Enoch 557 Keldon Johnson scored 21 points and
Cardinals to 36-16 FREE-THROW PERCENTAGE Reid Travis added 20 points and seven
e Move UK to 7-2 in the KFC Yum! UK Immanuel Quickley 857 boards in the victory over North Caro-
Center UL Ryan McMahon 939 lina, UK's first over an AP top 10 team

e Make the Big Blue Nation very happy
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since winning at No. 7 West Virginia
onJan. 27

2

OCTOBER
26 2/2 -/~ A"TRANSYLVANIA SEC W, 94-66
NOVEMBER
2 2/2 -/~ N~INDIANA UNIV. OF PA. SEC W, 86-64
6 2/2 4/3 vs. Duke! ESPN L, 118-84
9 2/2 -/~ SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SEC W, 71-59
14 10/2 -/~ NORTH DAKOTA? SEC W, 96-58
18 102 - VMP? SEC W, 92-82
21 10/1 -~ WINTHROP? SEC W, 87-74
23 10/10 -/~ TENNESSEE STATE? SEC W, 77-62
28 10/9 -/~ MONMOUTH SEC W, 90-44
DECEMBER
1 10/9 -/~ UNC GREENSBORO ESPN2 W, 78-61
8 9/8 -/~ vs. Seton Hall® FOX L, 84-83°"
15 19/18 -/~ UTAH ESPN2 W, 88-61
22 19/18 9/10 vs, North Carolina® CBS W, 80-72
29 16/15 RV/RV at Louisville ESPN2 2 p.m.
JANUARY
5 /- -/- at Alabama* ESPN 1p.m.
8 /- /- TEXAS A&M* SEC 7 p.m.
12 -/~ -/~ VANDERBILT* SEC 8:30 p.m.
15 /- -/ atGeorgia* EZ’;gE/(Z:/ 7 p.m.
19 -~ - atAuburn* ESPN/2  4/6 p.m.
22 -/~ -/~ MISSISSIPPI STATE* ESPN/2 7 p.m.
26 /- -~ KANSAS® ESPN/2 6 p.m.
29 /- -/ atVanderbilt* ESPN/2 9 p.m.
FEBRUARY
2 -/~ -/- atFlorida* ESPN/2  4/6 p.m.
5 -/~ /- SOUTH CAROLINA* SEC 7 p.m.
9 /- -/- at Mississippi State* CBS 1p.m.
12 /- - LSU* ESPN/2 7 p.m.
16 -/~ -/~ TENNESSEE* ESPN/2 8 p.m.
19 -/~ -~ atMissouri* ESPN/2 9p.m.
23 /- -/~ AUBURN* CBS 1:30 p.m.
ESPN/2,
26 /- -/- ARKANSAS* SE({ / 9p.m.
MARCH
2 /- -/- atTennessee* CBS 2 p.m.
5 -/~ - atOle Miss* Efj';gE/é/ 9p.m.
9 -/~ -/- FLORIDA* CBS 2 p.m.
1? /- /- SEC Tournament® Ez’;g/ TBA

All times Eastern | *SEC conference game | HOME GAMES IN CAPS | “Exhibition
1State Farm Champions Classic (Indianapolis | Bankers Life Fieldhouse)
20Ohio Valley Hardwood Showcase (Rupp Arena | Lexington, Ky.)

3Citi Hoops Classic (Madison Square Garden | New York)

“CBS Sports Classic (United Center | Chicago)

*SEC/Big 12 Challenge (Rupp Arena | Lexington, Ky.)

°SEC Tournament (Bridgestone Arena | Nashville, Tenn.)

BROADCAST INFO

ESPN2 mmam=mm= =y UK SPORTS
ESEI 2 NETWORK %

Dan Shulman, play-by-play
Tom Leach, play-by-play

Jay Bilas, analyst
Mike Pratt, analyst

Dan Dakich, sideline

SATELLITE RADIO

((Siriusxm))
Sirius 134 | XM 191 | Internet 963

@KentuckyMBB



TV CHART

AsHTON
HAGANS
Freshman | Guard
6-3 ] 192
Cartersville, Ga.
Newton
W @H23Ash
(@ @ashton.hagans

JEMARL
BAKER JR.
R-Freshman | Guard
6-4 | 192
Menifee, Calif.
Eleanor Roosevelt

¥ @jemarlbakerjr
©) @jemarlbakerjr

JOHN CALIPARI

Head Coach
10th Season
¥ @UKCoachCalipari

KELD
JoHNsoN
Freshman | Guard
6-6 | 211
South Hill, Va.
Oak Hill Academy

©) @keldonjohnson

TYLER
HEerRO
Freshman | Guard
6-5 | 195
Milwaukee
Whitnall
¥ @raf_tyler
© @nolimitherro

© @UKCoachCalipari
1 @UKCoachCalipari

Pronunciation Guide

JEMARL Baker
Brad/John CALIPARI

Ashton HAGANS

(Jamal)
(cal-uh-PEAR-ee)

(HAY-Gens)

KENNY PAYNE

Assoc. Head Coach
Ninth season at UK
Fifth season as associate HC

Nick
RicHARDS
Sophomore | Forward
6-11 | 244
Kingston, Jamaica
The Patrick School
W @iamnickrichards
(© @nickrichards_
Ei1 @iamnickrichards

PAvYNE
Freshman | G/F
6-4 | 240
Lexington, Ky.
Lexington Catholic
¥ @youngpayne2321
(©) @alexander.payne23

IMMANUEL
QUICKLEY

Freshman | Guard

6-3 | 185
Havre de Grace, Md.
The John Carroll School

¥ @IQ_GodSon

©) @immanuelquickley_

Reip
TRAvIS

Graduate | Forward

6-8 | 240

Minneapolis

Stanford University
W @2ReidTravis2
(©) @reid_travis_22

TONY BARBEE

Assistant Coach
Fifth season at UK
Fourth season as assistant

¥ @CoachTonyBarbee

JOEL JUSTUS

Assistant Coach
Fifth season at UK
Third season as assistant
W @UKCoachJustus
@ @UKCoachJustus

JoNNY BRAD
Davip CALIPARI

Senior | Guard Junior | Guard

6-2 | 188 6-0 | 179
Pittsburgh Franklin Lakes, N.J.
Mt. Lebanon MacDuffie School

¥ @JonnyDavid
©) @jdavid010
1 @JonnyDavidUK10

W @bradcalipari
© @brad.calipari
El @bradcalipari

ag - ;
EJ PJ
GOMERY WASHINGTON

Freshman | Forward Sophomore | Forward

6-10 | 225 6-8 | 228
Fort Pierce, Fla. Dallas
Wheeler Findlay Prep
W @E_Montgomery W @PJWashington
© @_mont23 © @pj_washington

/K
JOHN ROBIC

Special Asstistant
10th season at UK
Third season as special asst.

Roster
ALPHABETICAL
No. NAME Pos. HT. Wr. CL. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOOL)
13 Jemarl Baker Jr. G 6-4 192 R-Fr. Menifee, Calif. (Eleanor Roosevelt)
12 Brad Calipari G 6-0 179 Jr. Franklin Lakes, N.J. (MacDuffie School)
10 Jonny David G 6-2 188 Sr. Pittsburgh (Mt. Lebanon)
2 Ashton Hagans G 6-3 192 Fr. Cartersville, Ga. (Newton)
14  Tyler Herro G 6-5 195 Fr. Milwaukee (Whitnall)
3 Keldon Johnson G 6-6 211 Fr. South Hill, Va. (Oak Hill Academy)
23 EJ Montgomery F 6-10 225 Fr. Fort Pierce, Fla. (Wheeler)
21 Zan Payne G/F  6-4 240 Fr. Lexington, Ky. (Lexington Catholic)
5 Immanuel Quickley G 6-3 185 Fr. Havre de Grace, Md. (The John Carroll School)
4 Nick Richards F 6-11 244 So. Kingston, Jamaica (The Patrick School)
22 Reid Travis F 6-8 240 Gr. Minneapolis (Stanford University)
25  PJ Washington F 6-8 228 So. Dallas (Findlay Prep)

Head Coach: John Calipari (Clarion, 1982)
Associate Head Coach: Kenny Payne (Louisville, 2003)
Assistant Coaches: Tony Barbee (UMass, 1993)

Joel Justus (UNC Wilmington, 2004)

Special Asst. to the Head Coach: John Robic (Denison, 1986)

Assoc. AD/Basketball Operiii'ogs: Chris Woolard (UCLA, 1997)

2018-19 Kentucky Men's Basketball

Director of Basketball Admin.: Will Barton (Kentucky, 2013)
Strength Coach: Robert Harris (Kentucky State, 2009)
Athletic Trainer: Chris Simmons (Memphis, 2002)
Equipment Manager: Mark Evans (Kentucky, 2013)
Recruiting Analyst: Brady Kennedy (Kentucky, 2016)

@KentuckyMBB



Weekly Media Schedule . »
all times ET unless indicated otherwise

28Fri.

Media opportunity:
1p.m.

Practice: 2 p.m.

2 95at.

vs. Louisville |
2 p.m. ET | ESPN2

POLLS, STATS, MEDIA INFO

305un.

Off day

No media availability

3 1Mon.

Practice: 10-11 a.m.
Practice: 2:30-5 p.m.

John Calipari Show:

1Tue.

Practice: 10-11 a.m.
Practice: 2:30-5 p.m.

No media availability

ZWed.

Practice: 10-11 a.m.
Practice: 2:30-5 p.m.

No media availability

3Thu.

Practice: 10-11 a.m.
Practice: 2:30-5 p.m.

Media: 2 p.m.

Travel day

Communications & PR Staff The Polls

Eric Lindsey

Director

Cell - 859.619.0944

Email - eric.lindsey@uky.edu

Deb Moore

Associate Director
Cell - 859.559.5781
Email - deb.moore@uky.edu

Jake Most

Assistant Director
Cell - 516.996.3229
Email - jake.most@uky.edu

Media Information

CREDENTIAL REQUESTS

Requests for single-game credentials should be made as far in ad-
vance as possible and no later than five days prior to game day
online at sportssystems.com/Kentucky.

CREDENTIAL CRITERIA

The University of Kentucky’s decision to issue credentials to a
media outlet for the purposes of covering a UK basketball home
or away event is determined by a variety of factors. They include
the following:

. Amount of coverage given to Kentucky throughout
the season

. Intention/ability to cover all 22 sports at Kentucky

. Distribution/size of publication: free, subscription,
sale on newsstands, website traffic, etc.

. Radio or TV station program format and size of
audience

. Length of existence of the publication, amount

of original copy generated, number of full-time
employees of the publication and the journalistic
experience of the reporter(s

. Attendance at Kentucky media sessions, including
Olympic sport opportunities

. Space availability

. Professionalism, which includes but is not limited to

conduct at games, press conferences, practices, on
social media, etc.

The University of Kentucky has the right to revoke credentials
under its own discretion.

INTERVIEW POLICIES-GENERAL

All'interviews with University of Kentucky basketball players or
staff members must be arranged through the Communications
and public relations office. Media should never contact a player
or coach directly.

The Wildcat Coal Lodge, dormitories, team locker rooms and
other team quarters are private team areas. Media members are
not permitted in these areas unless accompanied by appropriate
university personnel.

PRACTICE/PRESS CONFERENCES
Other than announced exceptions, UK basketball practices are
closed to the media. UK will accept requests to attend practice.
Allrequests must be made by 10 a.m. the day before thelpractice.
In cases in which practices are open to the media, no cell phones
are allowed in the practice facility.

Player interviews are conducted prior to practices the day be-
fore a game and will be available to all UK media in the Joe Craft
Center lower-level lobby. UK will accept requests for player inter-
views, but they must be submitted 24 hours prior to the sched-
uled availability.

Coach John Calipari or an assistant coach will meet with mem-
bers of the media immediately following player interviews in the
lower level lobby of the Joe Craft Center.

Gameday shoot-arounds are closed to the media.

TELEPHONE PLAYER INTERVIEWS

Telephone interviews are available to the media on a call-back
basis. Individual player and coach telephone numbers will not be
given to members of the media.

Players are instructed not to conduct interviews when contacted
directly by telephone. The communications and public relations
office will' arrange for telephone interviews at a time most con-
venient for the student-athlete.

Other special requests are handled on a case-by-case basis.

POSTGAME INTERVIEWS

Following each game, there is a cooling-off period, during which
time the players shower and dress. Approximately 10 minutes
after the game ends, Coach Calipari conducts his postgame Eress
conference while a player is taken to the UK Sports Network.

Following Coach Calipari’s press conference and the cooling-off
period, selected UK players are brought to the media interview
room.

2018-19 Kentucky Men's Basketball

6 p.m.

Associated Press Top 25
Dec. 24

. Duke (35)

. Michigan (9)

. Tennessee (12)
. Virginia (4)

. Kansas (4)
Nevada

. Gonzaga

. Michigan State
. Florida State
10. Virginia Tech
11. Texas Tech
12. Auburn

13. Ohio State
14. North Carolina
15. Wisconsin
16. Kentucky

17. Arizona State
18. Marquette
19. Mississippi State
20. NC State

21. Buffalo

22. Houston

23. Indiana

24. lowa

25. Oklahoma

Receiving Votes: Nebraska, Kansas State,

St. John's, Villanova, lowa State, Cincinnati,
TCU, Seton Hall, Louisville, Purdue, Furman,
Belmont, San Francisco, Pennsylvania, NJIT

SEC Stundings (through games on Dec. 24)

Team SEC Record
Mississippi State  0-0 (.000)
Tennessee 0-0 (.000)
Auburn 0-0 (.000)
Kentucky 0-0 (.000)
Ole Miss 0-0 (.000)
LSu 0-0 (.000)
Alabama 0-0 (.000)
Arkansas 0-0 (.000)
Missouri 0-0 (.000)
Vanderbilt 0-0 (.000)
Florida 0-0 (.000)
Georgia 0-0 (.000)
Texas A&M 0-0 (.000)
South Carolina 0-0 (.000)

2

Happy New Year!

USA Today Coaches Poll
Dec. 24

Virginia (10)
Duke (9)
Tennessee (7)
Michigan (4)
Kansas (2)
Nevada
Michigan State
Gonzaga
Florida State
10. Virginia Tech
11. Ohio State
11. Auburn

13. Texas Tech
14. North Carolina
15. Kentucky

16. Wisconsin
17. Mississippi State
17. Arizona State
19. Houston

20. Marquette
21. lowa

22. Buffalo

23. Nebraska

24. NC State

25. Indiana

LoONDURWNE

Receiving Votes: Oklahoma, St. John's,
Cincinnati, Villanova, Maryland, lowa State,
Kansas State, TCU, Furman, UCF, Seton
Hall, North Texas, Louisville, Pennsylvania,
Belmont, San Francisco

Overall Record Games Back

11-1(.917) 0.0
10-1(.909) 0.0
10-2(.833) 0.0
9-2(.818) 0.0
9-2(.818) 0.0
9-3(.750) 0.0
8-3(.727) 0.0
8-3(.727) 0.0
8-3(.727) 0.0
7-3(.700) 0.0
7-4 (.636) 0.0
7-4 (.636) 0.0
6-4 (.600) 0.0
4-7 (.364) 0.0

UK in the Rankings

Tea m Ra nkings (through games on Dec. 25)

Category Stat SEC [NCAA]
Scoring 84.2 3rd [23rd]
Scoring Defense 70.5 10th [162nd]
Scoring Margin +13.7 3rd [39th]
Free Throw % 748 2nd [41st]
Field Goal % 491 3rd [25th]
Field Goal % Def. 428 13th [153rd]
3-Point FG % 366 4th [88th]
3-Point FG % Def. .390 14th [335th]
Rebounding Off. 39.8 5th
Rebounding Def. 27.1 1st
Rebounding Margin +12.7 1st [2nd]
Blocks Per Game 5.6 TSth [11th]
Assists Per Game 14.9 7th [105th]
Steals Per Game 6.4 T8th [201st]
Turnover Margin +0.5 9th [169th]
Assist/TO Ratio 1.0 8th [168th]
Off. Rebs. Per Game 13.0 3rd [42nd]
Def. Rebs. Per Game 26.8 6th [108th]
Def. Rebound % 754 2nd

Off. Rebound % 414 1st

3-Point FG Per Game 6.5 T12th [286th]

Individual Rankings

Category/Player Stat SEC [NCAA]
Assist-to-TO Radio/Hagans 1.5 9th

Def. Rebs. Per Game/Washington 5.8 6th [101st]
Double-Doubles/Washington 4 T3rd [62nd]
Double-Doubles/Johnson 2 T7th [155th]
Field-Goal Pct./Johnson 546 3rd [79th]
Free-Throw Pct./Quickley .857 2nd [71st]
Minutes Per Game/Johnson 31.2 T11th

Off. rebs. per game/Washington 2.6 8th [114th]
Rebounds Per Game/Washington 8.5 Tath [73rd]
Rebounds Per Game/Travis 6.5 T15th
Points Per Game/Johnson 16.5 5th [178th]
Points Per game/Travis 15.1 T9th

Steals Per Game/Hagans 1.6 6th [207th]

Upcoming in the SEC

Dec. 28 - Jan. 5

Contest Time TV Network
Friday, Dec. 28

Austin Peay at Arkansas 8p.m. SEC Network+
UL Monroe at LSU 8p.m. SEC Network+
Saturday, Dec. 29

BYU at Mississippi State Noon ESPNU
Tennessee Tech at Tennessee 1p.m. SEC Network+
Tennessee State at Vanderbilt 1:30 p.m.  SEC Network+
Kentucky at Louisville 2p.m. ESPN2
Morehead State at Missouri 2 p.m. SEC Network+
Florida Gulf Coast at Ole Miss 2p.m SEC Network+

Texas Southern at Texas A&M 3:30 pm SEC Network+

Butler at Florida 4p.m. ESPNU

North Florida at Auburn 4p.m. SEC Network+
Sunday, Dec. 30

Alabama at Stephen F. Austin 6 p.m ESPNU

UMass at Georgia 6 p.m SEC Network
Monday, Dec. 31

UNC Asheville at Vanderbilt 2 p.m. SEC Network+
N Greenville at South Carolina 2 p.m. SEC Network+

Saturday, Jan. 5

Kentucky at Alabama 1p.m. ESPN
Georgia at Tennessee 3:30 p.m.  SEC Network
Arkansas at Texas A&M 6 p.m. SEC Network
South Carolina at Florida 7 p.m. ESPN2

Ole Miss at Vanderbilt 8:30 p.m.  SEC Network

All times Eastern

@KentuckyMBB



NOTES

Honoring the Cats

Ashton Hagans
e SEC Freshman of the Week (Dec. 24)

Tyler Herro
 Jerry West Award Preseason Watch List

Keldon Johnson
* SEC Freshman of the Week (Dec. 17)
* SEC Freshman of the Week (Nov. 26)
¢ John R. Wooden Award Preseason Top 50
* Citizen Naismith Trophy Early Season Watch
List
 Julius Erving Award Preseason Watch List

Nick Richards
* Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Award Preseason
Watch List

Reid Travis
 Senior CLASS Award Candidate
¢ John R. Wooden Award Preseason Top 50
* NABC Division | Player of the Year Watch List
* Citizen Naismith Trophy Early Season Watch
List
* Preseason AP All-American Honorable
Mention
® Preseason All-SEC First Team
 Karl Malone Award Preseason Watch List

PJ Washington
* John R. Wooden Award Preseason Top 50
* NABC Division | Player of the Year Watch List
 Citizen Naismith Trophy Early Season Watch
List
® Preseason All-SEC Second Team
* NBC Sports Preseason All-America Fourth
Team
* Karl Malone Award Preseason Watch List

Tracking the Cats

Charges Drawn
Quade Green - 2
Keldon Johnson - 1
Nick Richards - 1

First Sub
Nick Richards - 5
Quade Green-4
Ashton Hagans - 4
EJ Montgomery - 2
Immanuel Quickley - 2
Reid Travis - 2

Five-Second Violations
Forced by Kentucky - 1
Forced by Opponent - 0

Shot-Clock Violations
Forced by Kentucky - 9
Forced by Opponent - 1

Tipoffs
Won by Kentucky - 5
Won by Opponent - 6

Traditional 3-Point Plays
Reid Travis - 8
PJ Washington - 4
Keldon Johnson - 3
Ashton Hagans - 2
Quade Green -1
Tyler Herro - 1
Immanuel Quickley - 1

Clutch Free Throws

Free-throw totals during a single-digit
game with 5:00 to play or OT:

Player FTs (Pct.)
Quade Green 4-4 (1.000)
Immanuel Quickley 4-4 (1.000)
PJ Washington 7-9 (.778)
Keldon Johnson 4-6 (.667)
Reid Travis 3-5 (.600)
Ashton Hagans 2-4 (.500)
Nick Richards 1-2 (.500)
Tyler Herro 0-1 (.000)
EJ Montgomery 0-1 (.000)

Kentucky 25-36 (.694)

2018-19 Kentucky Men's Basketball

Cats Claw Past North Carolina for Signature Win

John Calipari sees Kentucky rounding into form. Beating North Carolina sure is a good way to drive home that point.

Keldon Johnson scored 21 points and Reid Travis added 20 to lead the Wildcats to an 80-72 victory over the No. 9/10 Tar Heels in a CBS Sports
Classic matchup between two of college basketball's winningest programs.

Johnson scored 16 in the second half, helping Kentucky (9-2) hold off North Carolina (8-3) in their first meeting since the 2017 NCAA South
Regional final. The Tar Heels won that game on a last-second jumper by Luke Maye en route to their sixth NCAA title.

This time, Johnson came on strong down the stretch after Travis got off to a scorching start with 16 first-half points.

"We're not the same team we were two weeks ago," Calipari said. "It's not even close. And hopefully two weeks from now, we're not gonna
be the same team we are today."

Johnson hit three 3-pointers in the second half and made 4 of 7 from beyond the arc overall. Travis dominated down low in the early going,
scoring 16 as the Wildcats grabbed a 40-31 halftime lead.

Tyler Herro scored 15. PJ Washington added 11 points, 10 rebounds and a career-high eight assists. Ashton Hagans contributed a school-re-
cord-tying eight steals, and Kentucky won its second in a row since an overtime loss to Seton Hall in Madison Square Garden.

"If we had won (the Seton Hall) game, we wouldn't have all this craziness," Calipari said. "But this is Kentucky. Good luck. ... We have the
greatest fans in the country, we do. But they also want to win every game by 25."

The Wildcats probably wouldn't mind that, either. But they'll take a tight win over one of the nation's best teams.

Kentucky was leading 66-55 with just under eight minutes to go after Johnson nailed 3-pointers on back-to-back possessions.

North Carolina then cut the lead to six, but two steals by Hagans helped bump it back up to 11. The first led to a 3 by Washington, and Hagans,
whose eight steals may have been the difference in the game, then scored on a breakaway layup off another steal to make it 71-60 with 5:50 left.

"I'm putting the ball in his hands and he's making the right plays," Calipari said of Hagans, who finished with seven points, a career-high four
rebounds and three assists. "He's making the game easy for everybody now. He did jog it up a little bit today and | got on him, but the reality of
itis it's kind of like a pressing team; you press a pressing team. And if a team is a speed team you go right back at 'em with speed. Which is what
we were trying to do today.

» Kentucky has won three of its last four matchups vs. North Carolina

e UK improved to 3-2 in the CBS Sports Classic, tied with UNC for the series' best record. Ohio State and UCLA are both 2-3

e Kentucky is now 7-3 all-time at the United Center

¢ Hagans' eight steals tied the school record previously set by Wayne Turner (Nov. 24, 1997, vs. George Washington) and Rajon Rondo (Feb.

19, 2005, vs. Mississippi State. They are also the second-most swipes an individual player has ever posted vs. North Carolina

¢ UK defeated an Associated Press top-10 foe for the first time since winning at No. 7 West Virginia, 83-76, on Jan. 27

¢ The Wildcats are now 45-23 in games in which both teams are ranked in the AP Top 25 in the Calipari era. Over the course of his career,

Calipari is now 76-50 in those such games

¢ Kentucky improved to 242-5 (.980) under Calipari when leading by at least 10 points at any point in the game

¢ UK blocked a season-high eight shots and has blocked at least four opponent shots in every game this season

e Jemarl Baker Jr. played a career-high 15 minutes

e Johnson recorded his team-leading fourth 20-point game of the year. He's topped double figures in all but one game this season

¢ Washington's double-double was his team-leading fourth of the season and the seventh of his career

The Best Rivalry in College Basketball

With all due respect to all other rivalries, fans of Kentucky and Louisville will tell you the UK-Louisville game is the best rivalry in all of sports.
Given the tradition, there is a strong argument.

Separated my a mere 80 miles, the two schools are the bluebloods of the Bluegrass State. They have combined for more than 4,000 wins,
11 national championships and 27 Final Fours, including a combined six since 2011. Countless All-Americans have put on uniforms for the two
schools.

UK owns an all-time record of 35-16 against the Cards, including a 9-2 mark since John Calipari took over the reins. Two of those victories
came when the stakes were at their highest in the NCAA Tournament. The first was in the 2012 Final Four in which Kentucky went on to win the
national title. The second was in 2014 in the Sweet 16, as the Wildcats went on to the Final Four again.

Only two times in those 11 games since Calipari took over has the game been decided by more than 10 points. One of those was last season:
a jaw-dropping 90-61 victory by the Wildcats, the third-most lopsided result in the series' history.

The two schools had a 24-year gap without a game following the 1959 meeting before the “Dream Game” revived the series in 1983. The two
schools have played each other every year since.

The highest-scoring game came in 1991 when UK won 103-89. Prior to Louisville’s win in 2016, Kentucky’s four-game winning streak in the
series was the longest since UK won five straight from 1916-51.

Best in the Bluegrass
Kentucky has been dominant against teams in the state under John Calipari. UK is 16-2 against in-state foes with Calipari at the helm.

The mark also includes a 9-2 mark vs. Louisville. Two of the victories over the Cardinals came in postseason play. UK had its four-game winning
streak snapped in 2016-17 but has won all five meetings played in Rupp Arena, including a 29-point blowout in 2017-18, the third-biggest margin
of victory in the history of the series. Louisville’s two wins have come by a combined six points.

Here’s a list of the meetings between the state’s two premier programs since Calipari took over at UK:

e Jan. 2, 2010 - UK won 71-62 at Rupp Arena

e Dec. 31, 2010 - UK won 78-63 at KFC Yum! Center

e Dec. 31, 2011 - UK won 69-62 at Rupp Arena

e March 31, 2012 - UK won 69-61 at the Superdome (NCAA Final Four in New Orleans)

e Dec. 29, 2012 - Louisville won 80-77 at KFC Yum! Center

e Dec. 28, 2013 - UK won 73-66 at Rupp Arena

e March 28, 2014 - UK won 74-69 at Lucas Oil Stadium (NCAA Sweet 16 in Indianapolis)

e Dec. 27,2014 - UK won 58-50 at KFC Yum! Center

¢ Dec. 26, 2015 - UK won 75-73 at Rupp Arena

e Dec. 21, 2016 - Louisville won 73-70 at KFC Yum! Center

e Dec. 29, 2017 - UK won 90-61 at Rupp Arena

Hagans Tabbed SEC Freshman of the Week

After tying the single-game school record for steals in Kentucky’s biggest win of the season, freshman guard Ashton Hagans was named the
Southeastern Conference Freshman of the Week on Monday.

Hagans generated eight steals in UK’s 80-72 win over No. 9/10 North Carolina, tying Wayne Turner and Rajon Rondo for the most steals by a
player in a game in program history. Turner turned the trick on Nov. 24, 1997 vs. George Washington, while Rondo had eight steals on Feb. 19,
2005 against Mississippi State.

The win was UK'’s first marquee win of the season, and Hagans had his hand in just about every facet of the game.
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Opponent

vs. Duke

None

Biggest Lead  Biggest Deficit

37 (2nd)

Biggest Run

7-0

Changes

0

Ties

0

Led Trailed

0:00 39:14

Result

L,118-84

S. ILLINOIS

12 (2nd)

8 (1st)

5

3

17:40 19:31

W, 71-59

N. DAKOTA

38 (2nd)

4 (1st)

35:45  1:32

W, 96-58

VMI

19 (2nd)

2 (1st)

31:53  2:20

W, 92-82

WINTHROP

26 (2nd)

1 (1st)

39:22 0:21

W, 87-74

TENNESSEE ST.

20 (2nd)

6 (1st)

29:28  8:45

W, 77-62

MONMOUTH

47 (2nd)

N/A

38:53  0:00

W, 90-44

UNCG

17 (2nd)

5 (1st)

16:52  19:45

W, 78-61

vs. Seton Hall

8 (1st)

4 (2nd)

24:19  7:40

L, 84-83°"

UTAH

28 (2nd)

8 (1st)

33:21  5:06

W, 88-61

vs. N. Carolina

12 (2nd)

3 (1st)

5-0

S5 EVE5S)

W, 89-72

at Louisville

at Alabama

TEXAS A&M

VANDERBILT

at Georgia

at Auburn

MISSISSIPPI ST.

KANSAS

at Vanderbilt

at Florida

SOUTH CAROLINA

at Mississippi St.

LSU

TENNESSEE

at Missouri

AUBURN

ARKANSAS

at Tennessee

at Ole Miss

FLORIDA

BIGGEST/MOST

47

37

15-0

13

11

39:22 39:14

TOTALS

304:06 107:07
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He scored seven points, one shy of his career high. He hauled in a ca-
reer-best four rebounds as the Wildcats limited the nation’s best offensive
rebounding team to just five offensive boards. The 6-foot-3 guard from Car-
tersville, Georgia, also had a block to lead the defensive charge.

Hagans dished out three of UK’s season-high 21 assists in a career-high 31
minutes of action. He has posted three or more dimes in eight games this sea-
son, including five straight. The victory was UK’s first over an Associated Press
top-10 ranked team since downing West Virginia on Jan. 27.

Said North Carolina head coach Roy Williams of Hagans’ performance: “Ash-
ton Hagans is 2-for-6, seven points, and | thought in some ways he was more
dominating in the game than anybody.”

The honor is the third of the season and second in a row for Kentucky as
classmate Keldon Johnson has twice been named the league’s top-performing
freshman. He easily could have also been considered this week after leading
the Cats with 21 points in the win over the Tar Heels.

Kentucky has now won more weekly SEC honors (92) than any other school
during the Calipari era, including 74 SEC Freshman of the Week honors and 18
SEC Player of the Week awards.

Camp Cal Begins

Class is still in session.

No, the players are not in school during this time of the season for the
holiday break but learning and development is at its peak right now for the
Wildcats during what John Calipari likes to call "Camp Cal."

During this time period, when there are no restrictions on practice hours
and the Wildcats are free of any academic responsibilities, the Wildcats often
practice two times a day and sometimes even three if one includes a workout
session with strength and conditioning coach Rob Harris. With no responsibili-
ties outside practice, Calipari likes the team to be together focusing on basket-
ball for much of the break as possible.

In between practices, Calipari will sometimes have the players over to his
house to eat and rest. In the evenings, the team will go out together to eat al-
most every night. The team will basically eat, sleep and drink basketball during
this time of the season, and it’s often when Calipari’s teams improve the most.

The proof is in the numbers. As successful as Calipari's teams have in the
nonconference portion of their schedule this year, it's the conference season
where his teams really take off. UK has won five regular-season Southeastern
Conference titles in nine seasons under Calipari and another six SEC Tourna-
ment championships.

Break for the Holidays

Although Camp Cal is in session, the players got some time off the holidays
following the North Carolina game.

Immediately following Saturday's game, players caught flights and rides
home to be with their families through the Christmas holiday.

They had the 23rd, 24th and 25th off before returning Wednesday to begin
preparing for the Louisville game.

Big-Game Cal, Cats

John Calipari’s teams aren’t just good against the best teams in the country,
they’re great. Not only does Kentucky have a 53-27 record (.663) vs. Associated
Press Top 25 teams, UK is 5-4 when both teams are ranked in the AP top five
under Calipari.

All-time, Calipariis 11-8 when both teams are ranked in the AP top five. When
both teams are ranked in the AP Top 25, Calipari’s all-time record is 76-50, in-
cluding a 45-23 mark at Kentucky. When both are ranked in the top 10 he has a
24-16 record, including 13-9 at UK.

Johnson the Catalyst?

Arguably the most dangerous component of this Kentucky team -- and per-
haps one of the main reasons UK started the season No. 2 in both major polls,
the sixth time under John Calipari that the Wildcats have been ranked in the top
three in both polls -- is UK's depth and number of options to attack opponents.
Just about any player can go for 20 or more points on any given night.

Take, for instance, PJ Washington, who already has two games of 25 or more
points. Then there's Reid Travis, who has scored nearly 1,600 career points. Or
Tyler Herro, who can catch fire and throw up a big number in the blink of an eye.

But to this point, the most consistent scorer has been Kedon Johnson.

That Johnson leads UK in scoring at 16.5 points per game isn't a surprise; but
it's been his consistency and his efficiency that has started to turn heads.

When one considers that freshmen are typically plagued by bouts of inconsis-
tency as they learn good shot selection and how hard it is to compete on a nightly
basis at the college level, Johnson seems to be humming right along with all but
one game in double figures. His lone game with single-digit scoring: nine points.

Johnson has scored 20 or more in four games this season, but more impor-
tantly, he's experiencing success without shooting a ton of balls or doing so at
an inefficient rate. He's making 54.6 percent of his shots, he's averaging six free-
throw attempts per game and he's arguably become Kentucky's most consistent
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CATS IN THE NBA

At the beginning of the 2018-19 season, 31 former
Wildcats were on an opening-day roster, more than any
other school in the country. The following listing is as of
opening day.

3-point shooter with a 46.2-percent clip.

The ability to make the 3-ball in recent weeks has elevated Johnson's game to another level. After making just six of his first 19
attempts over the first eight games, he's been on fire the last three. He's made 12 3-pointers in that stretch and appears to have
been ignited by the buzzer-beating half-court make vs. Seton Hall to force overtime. Since making that 3 (and including it), Johnson
has made 12 of his last 17 3-point attempts.

Calipari, who earlier in the season wondered who would step up and be the "catalyst" of this team, may have found him.

Name Team ; .
Bam Adebayo Miami Heat Good or Great? Washington Shows Ability to be 'as Good as any Player'
Eric Bledsoe Milwaukee Bucks PJ Washington has shown the ability to be a very good college player. He's also shown the ability to be an elite, first-round NBA

Phoenix Suns

Orlando Magic
Sacramento Kings
Golden State Warriors
New Orleans Pelicans
Oklahoma City Thunder
Sacramento Kings
Sacramento Kings

Los Angeles Clippers
Memphis Grizzlies
New York Knicks
Charlotte Hornets
Phoenix Suns

Devin Booker

Isaiah Briscoe

Willie Cauley-Stein
DeMarcus Cousins
Anthony Davis
Hamido Diallo
De’Aaron Fox
Wenyen Gabriel

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
Andrew Harrison
Enes Kanter

Michael Kidd-Gilchrist
Brandon Knight

Kevin Knox New York Knicks

Skal Labissiere Sacramento Kings

Trey Lyles Denver Nuggets

Jodie Meeks Milwaukee Bucks
Darius Miller New Orleans Pelicans
Malik Monk Charlotte Hornets
Jamal Murray Denver Nuggets
Nerlens Noel Oklahoma City Thunder

Patrick Patterson
Alex Poythress
Julius Randle

Rajon Rondo
Karl-Anthony Towns

Oklahoma City Thunder
Atlanta Hawks

New Orleans Pelicans
Los Angeles Lakers
Minnesota Timberwolves

Tyler Ulis Chicago Bulls
Jarred Vanderbilt Denver Nuggets
John Wall Washington Wizards

Several former Wildcats are among the NBA league lead-
ers in the major statistical categories. Stats are through
Dec. 26. Former UK players are in BOLD.

Points Per Game

1. James Harden (Rockets) - 32.3
3. Anthony Davis (Pelicans] - 28.1
10. Devin Booker (Suns] - 25.2
T19. Karl-Anthony Towns (Timberwolves) - 20.9

Rebounds Per Game

1. Andre Drummond (Pistons) - 15.4

5. Anthony Davis (Pelicans) - 12.9

T10. Karl-Anthony Towns Z!rimBeronves) -11.6
T12. Enes Kanter (Knicks) - 10.9

T19. Julius Randle i[akers} -9.3

Assists Per Game

1. Russell Westbrook (Thunder) - 10.2
. John Wa izards) - 8.

8. DeAaron Fox (Kings) - 7.6

12. Devin Booker (Suns) - 7.0

Blocks Per Game

1. Myles Turner (Pacers) - 2.82

2. Anthony Davis (Pelicans] - 2.71

12. Karl-Anthony Towns (Timberwolves) - 1.68
15. Nerlens Noel (Thunder) - 1.53

Steals Per Game
1. Russell Westbrook (Thunder) - 2.68
T13. Anthony Davis (Pelicans] - 1.68

"T15. De’Aaron Fox (Kings)-1.65
W
Field-Goal Percentage

1. Rudy Gobert (]azz% -.651

16. Enes Kanter (Knicks) - .554
18. Julius Randle {Pelicans) - .544
20. Willie Cauley-Stein (Kings) - .543

3-Pointers Made Per Game
1. Stephen Curry (Warriors) - 5.0
. Devin Booker (Suns) - 2.

Double-Doubles

1. Joel Embiid (76ers) - 30

T4. Anthony Davis (Pelicans] - 23

T10. Enes Kanter (Knicks) - 21

T12. Karl-Anthony Towns (Timberwolves) - 20

. Jullus kandle (Pelicans) -
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Draft type of player. It's that difference -- from good to great -- that has John Calipari wanting more from his sophomore forward.

The latest two displays of dominance from Washington were a pair of neutral-site performances against good competition. In
New York vs. Seton Hall, Washington scored a career-high 29 points to go along with 12 rebounds, a career-high-tying four blocks
and four assists. Washington ignited the Wildcats early, was Kentucky's go-to player late in the game with 16 of the Wildcats' final
33 points in regulation and overtime, and was clutch at the free-throw line, making a career-best 12 of 13 from the charity stripe.

Then vs. No. 9/10 North Carolina, Washington put his full arsenal of skills on display with a memorable all-around perfor-
mance. He posted 11 points, 10 rebounds and a career-high eight assists, just missing out on the fourth triple-double in school
history. He settled for his team-leading fourth double-double of the season in just 11 games.

Earlier this season, Washington had a dominant three-game stretch vs. North Dakota, VMI and Wintrhop in which he aver-
aged 21.0 points, 12.0 rebounds and 2.7 assists. Included in that stretch was a 25-point game that featured a career-best four
3-pointers, back-to-back double-doubles and a career-high 18-rebound game against VMI.

All told, Washington is averaging 13.3 points on the season and a team-best 8.5 rebounds while shooting 52.0 percent from
the floor. He's also posting 2.3 assists and 1.1 blocks per game.

Here's the catch: If Washington can display dominating performances like he did vs. UNC, Seton Hall, North Dakota, VMI and
Winthrop, he should be doing it every game, his coach believes.

"That’s who he should be the whole game," Calipari said following the Seton Hall performance. "That’s who you are. Why
aren’t you getting 35 and 20? ... If that’s who you are and you’re making free throws and you’re doing the things that you're
doing, you’re as good as any player in the country. Be that guy every night."

It's About More Than Just Scoring

Ultimately the game of basketball is about who can score the most points, but if John Calipari was to write down some of the
most important things that affect a basketball game, scoring would not be near the top of the list.

No player has had a bigger impact than Ashton Hagans doing the "other" things, especially defensively. Embracing his role
as a defensive stopper, he has underscored the notion that there are other ways to affect the game than just scoring the ball.

Consider this: He's averaging just 3.8 points on the season, but he's been one of the most important players in Kentucky's
improved play. Take, for example, the North Carolina win. Hagans scored seven points -- one off his career high -- but his finger-
prints were all over the outcome, especially on the defensive end, where he tied a school record with eight steals (previously
set by Wayne Turner on Nov. 24, 1997, vs. George Washington and Rajon Rondo on Feb. 19, 2005, vs. Mississippi State).

UNC head coach and Hall of Famer Roy Williams said it best: "Ashton Hagans is 2 for 6, seven points, and | thought in some
ways he was more dominating in the game than anybody."

In some ways, it was reminiscent of Anthony Davis' 2012 national championship game performance. In that game, Davis made
just 1 of 10 shots but was the most dominant player on the floor because of what he did defensively. He blocked six shots, came
up with three steals and grabbed 16 rebounds en route to Final Four Most Outstanding Player honors.

And it's worth nothing that as Hagans' defensive stock has been on the rise, his offensive numbers have started to follow. He's
scored seven or more points in three of the last five games and dished out three or more assists in all five games. His minutes
have gone up and he's appeared to have taken over lead point guard responsibilities.

Tyler Herro is another player who is doing more than just scoring.

Although 