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FIIA will establish a Centre for US Politics and Power as the Jane & Aatos Erkko 

Foundation has granted significant funding for FIIA’s US-related research. The Jane & 

Aatos Erkko Foundation also funds a research project on the future direction of the EU. 

The Centre for US Politics and Power
The Jane and Aatos Erkko Foundation 
has granted significant funding for 
FIIA’s US-related research for the 
period 2013 – 2016. Thanks to a sum 
of 1.2 million euros, FIIA will be able 
to establish a Centre for US Politics 
and Power and thereby strengthen 
its research on the US’s global role 
and its expertise on US domestic and 
foreign policy.

FIIA will launch a professor-level 
exchange programme with the dis-
tinguished Center for Transatlantic 
Relations (CTR) at Johns Hopkins 
University. Besides conducting 
research on transatlantic relations 
and the US’s role in global politics 
and economy, FIIA and CTR will 
organise seminars, conferences 
and an annual summer school for 
young scholars in either Helsinki or 
Washington DC.

Due to the support of the Jane and 
Aatos Erkko Foundation, FIIA will 
have improved resources to pro-
duce high-level topical US-related 
research for the academic commu-
nity, political decision-makers and 
public debate in general.

The future direction of the EU
The Jane and Aatos Erkko Foundation 
has granted €530,000 for a research 
project which will focus on the 
future direction of the EU after the 
economic crisis. The study will eval-
uate the EU’s development trends 
and their implications for both the 

EU and Finland. The research project 
will also seek to support political 
decision-making and public debate.

The project will be carried out 
by the Research Institute of the 
Finnish Economy (ETLA) and FIIA. 
Researchers from both organisations 
will take part in the project, which 
will be finished by the summer of 
2014. The project will be led by 
Research Director Markku Kotilainen 
(ETLA) and Director Teija Tiilikainen 
(FIIA).

External publications
Institute Researchers Timo Behr, 
Jyrki Kallio, Mika Aaltola, Charly 
Salonius-Pasternak and Coordinator 
Maija Salonen recently co-authored 
a European Parliament report ‘The 
maritime dimension of CSDP: 
Geostrategic maritime challenges 
and their implications for the 
European Union’.

FIIA Researcher Kristi Raik and 
the European Policy Centre’s Rosa 
Balfour have co-edited a publica-
tion ‘The European External Action 
Service and National Diplomacies’ 
which was published in the EPC 
Issue Paper series.

Staff News
Tuomas Iso-Markku has joined the 
EU programme as a researcher. He 
focuses on Common Foreign and 
Security Policy from a small state 
perspective. 

In April, Johanna Jacobsson will 
join the EU programme as a Visiting 
Researcher to finish her Academy-
funded PhD research on Economic 
Integration and Labour Markets 
Integration Agreements.

Head of Russian Departnment at 
Warsaw-based Centre for Eastern 
Studies Marek Menkiszak will come 
to a two-month visit to FIIA in April. 
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At the 6th annual FIIA Day on March 6, Minister of Defence Carl Haglund gave a speech on Nordic 
cooperation and the “Nordic Model”. It was followed by a panel discussion before a reception was 
held at FIIA’s premises. An audio recording of Haglund’s speech is available via FIIA’s website.
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He will focus on Russian policy on 
Syria during his stay at FIIA. 

Researcher Touko Piiparinen has 
been granted the title of docent by 
the University of Helsinki.

As the three-year programme 
period comes to an end in December 
2013, researcher positions will be 
declared vacant later this spring.

The Finnish Journal of Foreign Affairs
The latest issue of the Finnish Journal 
of Foreign Affairs (Ulkopolitiikka-
lehti) came out in early March. This 
issue focuses on the search for new 
ideas regarding global democracy as 
well as ways to enhance the demo-
cratic legitimacy of the European 
Union in crisis. In addition, the issue 
takes a look at how the Kurds are 
about to re-draw some of the bound-
aries in the Middle East, and tries to 
help the Nordic countries reclaim 
their lost glory.

Recent publications
All FIIA publications can be down-
loaded from the Institute’s website. 

FIIA Reports 35-36

Russian critical infrastructures: 
Vulnerabilities and policies
Katri Pynnöniemi (ed.)

Equipping the European Union 
for the 21st century: National 
diplomacies, the European External 
Action Service and the making of EU 
foreign policy
Rosa Balfour & Kristi Raik

FIIA Working Papers 77-78

Building bridges or digging trenches? 
Civil society engagement after the 
Arab Spring
Timo Behr & Aaretti Siitonen

Political change in Myanmar: 
Filtering the murky waters of 
“disciplined democracy”
Bart Gaens

FIIA Briefing Papers 120-124 

EU etsii uskottavuutta: Kannattaako 
EU:n turvallisuusstrategiaa uudistaa?
Hanna Ojanen

Carving out his place in history: 
What challenges will Barack Obama 
tackle in his second term?
Charly Salonius-Pasternak

The shale gas boom: The global 
implications of the rise of 
unconventional fossil energy
Antto Vihma

The changing European defence 
market: Will the new European 
defence market legislation be a 
game-changer for Finland?
Harri Mikkola, Juha Anteroinen & 
Ville Lauttamäki

David Cameron’s European policy: 
Britain sidelined by Euroscepticism 
and the economic crisis
Juha Jokela

FIIA Comments

The EU and Russia cease to be a pri-
ority for each other
Vadim Kononenko

The Russian adoption ban fits the 
Putin agenda
Sean Roberts

Nato-jäsenyys ei ole ihmelääke
Hanna Ojanen

China in the Year of the Snake
Jyrki Kallio

Managing the decline of European 
diplomacy
Kristi Raik & Teemu Rantanen

Saving Putin’s system
Arkady Moshes

Swedish defence illusions are 
crumbling
Charly Salonius-Pasternak

Japan’s troublesome territory
Bart Gaens

Subscribe/unsubscribe to the FIIA 
Newsletter at www.fiia.fi/en/join/.
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