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FIIA’s newly established Center for US Politics and Power (CUSPP) has launched an 

exchange programme and is currently seeking a Visiting Professor or Senior Fellow to 

join FIIA in early 2014.

The Center for US Politics and 
Power
FIIA’s newly established Center for 
US Politics and Power (CUSPP) has 
launched an exchange programme. 
Programme Director Mika Aaltola 
is currently visiting the Center for 
Transatlantic Relations at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore and 
FIIA is currently seeking a Visiting 
Professor or Senior Research Fellow 
to join FIIA in early 2014. The dead-
line for applications is 7 October.

The Visiting Professor/Fellow will 
be integrated into the research activ-
ities of the CUSPP which focuses 
mainly on the US role in global gov-
ernance, security and the changing 
international political economy. 

A new research project on Latin 
America
Dr Mikael Wigell has started a three-
year research project funded by the 
Academy of Finland which is entitled 
“Varieties of Extractive Capitalism: 
The Politics of Natural Resource 
Extraction in Latin America”.

The research project is concerned 
with the relationship between 
natural resource extraction and 
development and will conduct a 
comparative analysis of the mining 
sector in four Latin American coun-
tries: Bolivia, Chile, Colombia and 
Peru. These countries have been at 
the forefront of the current extrac-
tion boom and provide a leading 
laboratory for the analysis of the 

politics of natural resource extrac-
tion. The project seeks to understand 
the patterns through which these 
resource-abundant states interact 
with their societies and extractive 
industry developers when making 
decisions about natural resource 
extraction and the use of natural 
resource rents. 

Seminar on the future of 
European security and defence
FIIA and the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Finland will organise a 
seminar on “The Future of European 
Security and Defence” on 10 
October. The speakers will include 
Foreign Minister Erkki Tuomioja, 
Lithuanian Vice-Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Andrius Krivas, Director of 

the European Union Institute for 
Security Studies Antonio Missiroli 
and Director of FIIA Teija Tiilikainen.

Future World Order theme at 
Think Corner
The University of Helsinki Think 
Corner recently partnered with the 
Finnish Institute of International 
Affairs and the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs to carry out a series of events 
regarding the future world order as 
emerging superpowers (China, India 
and Brazil) challenge the traditional 
hegemonies and the globe faces 
increasingly serious challenges. 
Several FIIA researchers will take 
part in the events.
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Programme Director Juha Jokela, Prime Minister Jyrki Katainen, Yle Correspondent Elina Ravantti,  
Director of Government Institute for Economic Research Juhana Vartiainen and President of the 
European Movement in Finland Riitta Myller at a seminar on 1 July after a European Council 
meeting. 
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Staff news
Dr Bart Gaens will be the Acting 
Programme Director of the Global 
Security Programme while Dr Mika 
Aaltola is visiting Johns Hopkins 
University until early December.

Dr Antto Vihma is visiting 
Sciences Po in Paris until the end of 
October. 

Harri Mikkola defended his doc-
toral dissertation “Neopragmatism 
and Politics: Essays on the 
Possibilities and Consequences of 
Richard Rorty’s Neopragmatism to 
Political Science” on 27 September at 
the University of Tampere. 

Marikki Stocchetti will defend 
her doctoral dissertation “Inside 
the European Consensus on 
Development and Trade: Analyzing 
the EU’s Normative Power and Policy 
Coherence for Development in 
Global Governance” in the Helsinki 

University Main Building on 11 
October at noon.

Dr Mikael Mattlin has been grant-
ed the title of Adjunct Professor by 
the University of Turku.

The Finnish Journal of Foreign Affairs
As several Finnish industrial sec-
tors are struggling due to weakening 
competitiveness, the autumn issue of 
the Finnish Journal of Foreign Affairs 
(Ulkopolitiikka-lehti) focuses on 
the future of Finland. It is argued in 
the issue that to regain its prosper-
ity, Finland needs to find its way out 
of the commodity trap, refocus on 
industrial services and climb up the 
value chain.

The issue also visits Serbia and 
Saudi-Arabia, evaluates Norway’s 
thirst for Arctic oil and presents legal 
issues involved in President Barack 
Obama’s drone wars. In the profile 
section, Ari Kerkkänen, the director 
of The Finnish Institute in the Middle 
East, argues why only a diplomatic 
solution can bring peace to Syria.

The Finnish Journal of Foreign 
Affairs can be read both as a print-
ed journal and as an e-paper at 
Lehtiluukku.fi.

Recent publications
All FIIA publications can be down-
loaded from the Institute’s website.

FIIA Briefing Papers 133-139 

The Global Arctic: The growing 
Arctic interests of Russia, China, 
the United States and the European 
Union
Juha Käpylä & Harri Mikkola

The German Election: No vote for 
Europe?
Timo Behr & Tuomas Iso-Markku

Right-wing Nationalism in Russia: A 
by-product of electoral competition 
or a political agenda for the future?
Maria Nozhenko

Three Options for the EU:
Assessing the EU’s powers in a true 
economic and political union
Teija Tiilikainen

Obama’s Climate Policy: Addressing 
climate change through executive 
actions
Anna Kronlund

Arctic Conflict Potential: Towards an 
extra-Arctic perspective
Juha Käpylä &Harri Mikkola

Iceland and Europe: Drifting further 
apart?
Alyson J.K. Bailes & Baldur 
Thorhallsson

FIIA Comments

A Hollow Victory for the Putin 
Administration? Russia’s regional 
elections look set to deliver gains, 
but fresh problems too
Sean Roberts

Valju voitto Kremlille? Venäjän 
syyskuiset aluevaalit tuovat vallan-
pitäjille odotettujen voittojen lisäksi 
uusia ongelmia
Sean Roberts

Subscribe/unsubscribe to the FIIA 
Newsletter at www.fiia.fi/en/join.
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