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A year has passed since the approval of a new Constitution that will turn Turkey’s regime into an
executive presidency. Simultaneously, Turkey’s relations with the Western institutions, both the EU
and NATO, have become increasingly strained. This seminar will ask what is the current nature of the
Turkey-EU relationship. How does Turkey’s increasingly problematic relationship with NATO affect
EU-Turkey cooperation? What is Turkey’s current and future place in the EU’s security architecture?
Considering its highly authoritarian domestic system and aggressive foreign policy in the Middle East in
particular, is it still possible to regard Turkey as an important security-provider to the Western world?

FIIA organises this seminar as a member of the Europe-wide VIADUCT network, which aims to enhance the
visibility of academic research on EU-Turkey relations.

Speakers:
Paul T. Levin, Director, Stockholm University Institute for Turkish Studies
Hanna Ojanen, Docent, University of Helsinki

Comments: Toni Alaranta, Senior Research Fellow, the Finnish Institute of International
Affairs

Chair: Teija Tiilikainen, Director, the Finnish Institute of International Affairs
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Paul T. Levin is the founding Director of the Stockholm University Institute for Turkish
Studies (SUITS). The author of Turkey and the European Union: Christian and Secular
Images of Islam, and co-editor of Migration from Turkey to Sweden: Integration, Belonging
and Transnational Community, Dr. Levin is a frequent commentator on Turkish affairs
in Swedish and international media. He is a founding member of the Consortium
for European Symposia of Turkish Studies, Associate Researcher at the Swedish
Institute for International Affairs, Research Fellow at the Swedish Research Institute
in Istanbul, and member of the German Marshall Fund’s Trilateral Strategy Group.
He received his PhD from the School of International Relations at the University of
Southern California.

Hanna Ojanen is adjunct professor (docent) of international relations at the
University of Helsinki. She holds a doctorate from the European University
Institute (Florence). Her previous positions include Jean Monnet Professor at
the University of Tampere (Faculty of Management), Director of the Research
Programme on the European Union, Finnish Institute of International Affairs,
and Head of Research, Swedish Institute of International Affairs. Her research
focuses mainly on European foreign, security and defence policy and on inter-
organisational relations (particularly EU-NATO-UN). Her most recent book is The
EU’s Power in Inter-Organisational Relations (Palgrave Macmillan 2018).

Toni Alaranta is a Senior Research Fellow at the Finnish Institute of International
Affairs. He is a doctor of social sciences, University of Helsinki, 2012. His main
research interests include Turkish politics and history and Turkey-Europe relations.
Mr. Alaranta is the author of two recent books on Turkey, National and State Identity in
Turkey: The Transformation of the Republic’s Status in the International System (Rowman
& Littlefield, 2015), and Contemporary Kemalism: From Universal Secular-Humanism to
extreme Turkish Nationalism (Routledge, 2014).

Teija Tiilikainen is the Director of the Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA).
Previously, Dr. Tiilikainen was the Director of the Network of European Studies at
the University of Helsinki (2003-2009). She has also served as Secretary of State at
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland from 2007 to 2008. Dr. Tiilikainen was the
Special Representative of the Prime Minister of Finland in the Convention on the Future
of Europe in 2002-2003. Currently, she is also Editor-in-Chief of Ulkopolitiikka - the
Finnish Journal of Foreign Affairs.




