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Amid war-torn neighborhood, more antagonistic global milieu and internal security challenges, the
EU is aiming to better protect its member states and citizens. In this regard, it has prioritised defence
cooperation in the implementation of its global foreign policy and security strategy. The EU has also
aimed to secure its external borders and deepen internal security collaboration among member states.
Yet national variation over security challenges and priorities prevails, and might continue to hinder the
EU’s aspiration to emerge as a more powerful security actor. What are the key developments in the EU’s
security agenda: How do Germany and France view the EU’s role in providing security? What lies behind
Finland’s emphasis on the EU as a security community?

Speakers: Juha Jokela, Programme Director, Finnish Institute of International Affairs
Niklas Helwig, TAPIR Fellow, RAND Corporation

Pernille Rieker, Research Professor, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs

Comments: Pilvi-Sisko Vierros-Villeneuve, Senior Adviser, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland

Tuomas Koskenniemi, Senior Specialist, Ministry of Defence of Finland

Chair: Tuomas Iso-Markku, Research Fellow, Finnish Institute of International Affairs

This seminar is organised under the research project The EU as a Security Community: Citizens’ views
and values funded by the Government’s analysis, assesment and research activities.
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Juha Jokela is the Programme Director of the European Union research programme at the
Finnish Institute of International Affairs. His current research interests include political
implications of brexit, differentiated integration (in EU’s external relations), and the EMU
reforms. His previous projects and publications include political and security developments
in the Arctic, EU’s role in the G20, EU’s Asia policy, Europeanization of foreign policy, and
Finland’s EU policy. Previously he has worked in the EUISS as a Senior Associated analyst
and Senior Visiting Research Fellow, Advisor in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland,
and Research Fellow and Director of the Network for European Studies in the University of
Helsinki. Dr. Jokela holds a PhD from the University of Bristol (UK).

Niklas Helwig is a TAPIR Fellow at RAND Corporation since February 2018. Before joining
RAND, he was a TAPIR Fellow at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs
(2017-18) and at the Center for Transatlantic Relations (2016-17). Previously he was a Senior
Research Fellow at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs (2014-16). Before joining
FIIA, he worked as a Marie Curie Fellow at the Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels
and lectured on the EU as a Global Actor at the University of Edinburgh. His main areas of
expertise are the institutional development of EU foreign policy as well as Germany’s role
in EU foreign policy. He holds a PhD from the University of Edinburgh and the University
of Cologne.

Pernille Rieker is a Research Professor at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs
(NUPI) since 2017. Previously, she was a Senior Researcher at NUPI (2011-17), and Senior
Adviser at NordForsk (2009-11). Her research interests are European integration (EU) and
European foreign and security policy, including French and the Nordic countries’ foreign
and security policies. She has also done research on dialogue and conflict resolution more
generally. Rieker has published extensively on these issues and she is involved in a number
of research projects. She has a doctoral degree from the University of Oslo (2004).

Pilvi-Sisko Vierros-Villeneuve serves currently as a Senior Adviser in the Unit for Policy
Planning and Research of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland. Previously, she
has served as the Permanent representative of Finland to the EU (2013-2017) and as the
Ambassador of Finland to France (2009-2013). Vierros-Villeneuve has also been the Director
General for Political Affairs (2005-2009) and Director of Arms Control, disarmament and
non-proliferation (2000-2004). She started her career at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in
1984.

Tuomas Koskenniemi is a Senior Specialist at the Defence Cooperation Unit of the Ministry
of Defence of Finland. Before assuming this post in September 2017, he worked as Defence
Counsellor at the Permanent Representation of Finland in the EU from 2014 to 2017.
Since the end of 2008, he has held various positions at the Ministry of Defence alongside
shorter assignments as Analyst in the Finnish Government Situation Centre and Adviser
at the Finnish Defence Forces International Centre. Koskenniemi works on EU defence
cooperation. He holds the degrees of Master of Social Sciences and Master of Arts, both from
the University of Helsinki.

Tuomas Iso-Markku is a Research Fellow in the European Union research programme at
the Finnish Institute of International Affairs. His research focuses on the EU’s Common
Security and Defence Policy, the European Parliament and the interplay between domestic
and EU-level politics. He also specializes in Finnish EU policy and German politics. Prior
to joining the FIIA, he worked as a Visiting Researcher at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und
Politik, German Institute for International and Security Affairs (2011-2012) and as a Research
Assistant at the Frankfurt Institute for Transformation Studies (2010-2011). He holds a M. A.
in European Studies from Europa-Universitit Viadrina (2010).



