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(1 Concept of Liberty (Core Anchor)
Meaning of Liberty
e Liberty is the opportunity to develop oneself fully within the framework of law.
e Itis not absolute freedom or absence of restraint.
e True liberty exists only when individual freedom is harmonized with social good.
@ PYQ Mapping:
Most appropriate definition — Opportunity to develop oneself fully

(2 Types of Liberty
A. Negative Liberty
e Freedom from interference
e Protection against tyranny and arbitrary authority
B. Positive Liberty
e Freedom to develop potential
e Access to opportunities, rights and enabling conditions

(3Relationship Between Law and Liberty
Core Principle
e Law is the guardian of liberty, not its enemy.
Correct Relationship
e If there are no laws, there is no liberty.
Why?
o Law:
o Prevents chaos
o Protects rights
o Regulates competing freedoms
@ PYQ Answer:
Most appropriate — If there are no laws, there is no liberty

(4)Best Safeguard of Liberty in a Liberal Democracy
Key Factor
e Separation of Powers
Explanation
e Prevents concentration of authority
e Ensures checks and balances among:
o Legislature
o Executive
o Judiciary
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@ PYQ Mapping:

Best safeguard — Separation of powers

5 Rule of Law - Meaning & Features
Concept

Law is supreme over all persons and institutions.
Everyone is equal before the law.

Main Features

Limitation of powers
Equality before law
Liberty and civil rights

NOT a Feature

People's responsibility to government (reverse is true)

(6JLiberty in the Indian Constitution
Constitutional Basis

Reflected in:

o Preamble - Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship

o Fundamental Rights - Articles 19-22

Judicial Protection

Enforced through Judicial Review

(7 Quick Comparison Table

Concept Meaning UPSC Keyword
Liberty Self-development | Opportunity
Law Regulation Order

Rule of Law | Supremacy of law | Equality

Safeguard Protection Separation of powers

(8 High-Yield One-Liners (Rapid Revision)

Liberty — Self-development

Law-Liberty link — No law, no liberty

Best safeguard — Separation of powers

Rule of Law — Limitation of power + Equality + Civil rights
Constitutional base — Preamble + FRs
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