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Hang Son Doong:
Exploring the World’s Largest Cave

During your next trip to Vietnam, do you want a challenge? Do you want an 

adventure more amazing than most tourists can dream of? There are many 

exciting places to visit in Vietnam, but none are quite like Hang Son Doon.

A team of British divers recently found that the largest cave in Vietnam by 

volume, Son Doong Cave, is even larger than previously thought, as it connects 

through an underground river to another large cave, Hang Thung. This creates 

the largest cave system in the world. 

The total volume of Hang Son Doong is 1.36 billion cubic feet (38.5 million 

cubic meters), about double the volume of the previous record-holding cave. 

The caverns could swallow a major city block, including skyscrapers 40 stories 

tall. 

Son Doong is about 5.8 miles (9.4 kilometers) long. If you’re able to join a 

tour of it, you can spend several days trekking, climbing, camping, and taking 

unbelievable pictures.
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https://vietnamvisa.govt.vn/brochures/
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/vietnam/north-central-vietnam/phong-nha-cave/travel-tips-and-articles/how-to-explore-the-worlds-largest-cave-hang-son-doong-in-vietnam/40625c8c-8a11-5710-a052-1479d27506aa
https://oxalis.com.vn/cave/son-doong-cave/


CAMP
for two nights inside 

Son Doong Cave

CAMP
another night in 

Hang En Cave, the 
third-largest cave in 

the world

CLIMB
the Great Wall of 

Vietnam, a wall of 
stalagmites, inside 

Son Doong

HIKE
through the jungle 
for 15.5 miles (25 

kilometers)

TAKE
thrilling pictures 
inside the caves 
using specialized 

lights

VISIT
the isolated, remote, 
jungle village of Ban 

Doong

If you apply for a Vietnam visa and take part in an 
expedition, you’ll be able to:

How You Can Experience the World’s 
Largest Cave Passage

Only 1,000 tourists per year can enter these famous caves, as of 2019. 

To reserve a spot in Hang Son Doong, you can contact exclusive excursion 

provider Oxalis, a tour company known for its high standards of safety and 

responsibility. 
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https://oxalis.com.vn/tour/son-doong-cave-expedition-4d3n/%23iFrameResizer0
https://oxalis.com.vn/tour/son-doong-cave-expedition-4d3n/%23iFrameResizer0
https://oxalis.com.vn/tour/son-doong-cave-expedition-4d3n/%23iFrameResizer0


Like No Other Cave in the World

Some caverns in the passage are large enough for a passenger jet to park 

inside. Small clouds even form near the ceiling. In other sections, jungle grows 

inside the cave, because the roof has opened and allowed seeds and sunlight 

to enter. 

Of course, large stalactites and stalagmites abound. The tallest stalagmite on 

record is there, at 262 feet (80 meters). Watch for other phenomena, such as 

unusually large cave pearls, which are spherical calcium formations. 

This tour is exciting and difficult. You’ll have to use climbing equipment to 

descend through the entrance and to climb the Great Wall of Vietnam. This 

requires a certain level of fitness physical.

In addition, the price of a tour is $3,000 USD, or approximately (these estimates 

are subject to current exchange rates):

$4,418 aud  |  $3,982 cad  |  €2,703  |  $59,105 mxn  |  £2,471  |  69,800,000 vnd
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2011/01/vietnam-cave/


A Surprising Discovery

Son Doong cave was first explored only about 10 years ago. During a storm in 

1990, Ho Khanh discovered the entrance to it in the jungle near his village. For 

many years, he couldn’t find the entrance again. 

Finally, he rediscovered it and led an exploratory team there in 2009. When 

they entered Son Doong, they realized that they were probably the first 

humans to have ever entered it, because no human tools or other signs of 

activity could be found. 

Entering the cave involves difficult, steep descents using specialized caving 

equipment, and the openings are surrounded by thick jungle. This has probably 

prevented humans from previously entering.

From One Discovery to More

At the same time, monkeys, birds, snakes, bats, and other animals have entered 

the cave occasionally to feed. Researchers have also discovered several new 

species of fish, spiders, and other animals inside that lack skin pigment and 

eyes. 

The leader of the first expedition recently invited a team of accomplished 

British divers to explore the waterways of the cave. They confirmed its 

connection to Hang Thung, another large cave in the area, further establishing 

that the world’s largest cave is in Vietnam.

Ho Khanh, the discoverer of the cave mouth, continues to be involved with 

Hang Son Doong, leading groups to the cave and organizing support teams for 

the expeditions.
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Get Your Vietnam Visa Quickly

If you want to explore famous caves in Vietnam, there’s none more amazing 

the Hang Son Doong. You can check availability and sign up for the next 

expedition directly with the tour company. 

What are you waiting for? Check out the relevant fees on our website, and 

apply for your Vietnam visa today. Hang Son Doong awaits!
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https://oxalis.com.vn/tour/son-doong-cave-expedition-4d3n/
https://oxalis.com.vn/tour/son-doong-cave-expedition-4d3n/
https://vietnamvisa.govt.vn/vietnam-visa/visa-fees/
https://vietnamvisa.govt.vn/apply-online/

