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OPENING STATEMENT
“First, I just want to take a second to acknowledge a couple individuals: Simone Davis, Dalayna Chandler and Happy Perry. Just want you to know how much I appreciate you. I love you. I'm grateful for you. You have a tremendous amount of support in myself, the staff and the players in this locker room. Very, very difficult week for all of us, and just hopefully you're smiling. I know that Lavel (Davis, Jr.), Devin (Chandler) and D’Sean (Perry) are smiling down on their brothers, had a chance to celebrate with them in the locker room. But just want you to know that we continue to lift you up in our prayers. The legacies of your sons are never going to die, as long as I'm here at UVA, and I believe that to be the case going forward, even if I'm not in the future. But I just wish I could give you a hug. It's been a long, hard year. But I’ll tell you what, I draw strength from the three of you and the way that you continue to put one step in front of the other. So just want you to know that I love you. Grateful for you and God bless.”
 
ON THE EXTRA EMOTIONAL TOLL OF THIS WEEK
“I thought that first of all, the administration did an unbelievable job, both in the athletic department and from the University perspective, in all of the different activities and things that were done in remembrance of our fallen young men. So, they made it easy for us to just be a part of that without having to worry about a bunch of logistics or anything like that. I think that gave the guys some space to be able to grieve and mourn and process the way that they needed to. The ceremonies on Grounds and then also here on Monday night were beautiful, were awesome. And we were right back to work on Tuesday morning. And I can tell you, I've been around a lot of practice fields, and I hadn't felt what I felt on Tuesday with these guys, considering what they went through the day before and then they brought it back Wednesday. I think that they understood that this week and every week going forward, to plan for something bigger than themselves. And it was awesome to be able to go to Louisville and see Perris (Jones). Grateful for the administration and making that happen. And, man, he inspired me. Here's a 25-year-old young man that's football career presumably is finished, and he's in a hospital, just had major surgery, and the first thing he says, he apologizes to Coach Gaither and myself for fumbling the football. That was his first comment and then he made a profound statement while we were in there. We were talking about the situation and just talking about how everything happened, and he said, “I remember laying on the ground, and once Kelli (Pugh) and everybody kind of calmed me down and stabilized me, I remember closing my eyes and saying, ‘God, I'm listening’. And for a young man to say that just inspired me, as a 43-year-old man who's been through a lot. That group of people in that locker room, staff and players, awesome people. And those players in there are gonna go do great things because of the adversity that they've had to persevere through. So just so humble, so thankful, so grateful that they got to experience victory. Because at the end of the day, it's a group of winners. I know, people are gonna judge us by scores and stats and wins and losses, but that's a group of winners in there that are going to do great things in life. It was a tough week, but I'll tell you what, the guys took it in stride and took ownership of it and had a really good week of practice and allowed them to be able to play the way they did today.”
 
ON MALIK WASHINGTON’S PERFORMANCE TODAY
“He told me, and he's not a real fiery guy, he’s pretty even keel, but today I saw some passion and some fire and he basically told me, ‘Coach, I want it. Give me the ball today.’ And that was the first time he really said that, even though he's getting the ball a ton. He actually said the first time, ‘Coach, I want it.’ So it was awesome. Awesome to see that, man. I'm really grateful for Malik believing in us, and really not much to go off of when we were recruiting him and just kind of selling him the vision of what we believed we could build here. And he'll also tell you that what he's been able to accomplish is a result of a lot of people putting in a lot of work. Things have been progressing in all aspects of the offense to be able to give him an opportunity to do that. And if there was a young man that I say has earned it and deserved it, it would be Malik Washington.”

 

