
My friend the ‘Akohekohe
Directions:
Directions:
1. Color then cut out head and beak on solid black lines. Do not cut off beak or head tabs.
2. Fold beak in half on dotted lines and tape tabs to triangle on head.
3. Overlap bird forehead over the “head tab” and line up edge to dotted lines. Tape onto backside of 
head. THIS STEP ROUNDS THE HEAD PIECE TO LOOK MORE HEAD-LIKE.
4. Glue tip of beak together.
5. Tape OR STAPLE HEAD PIECE to hat band to make into a crown.
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meet the i‘iwi

hat band instructions:
1. Cut out both hat band pieces.
2. STAPLE/TAPLE ONE HAT BAND TO EACH SIDE OF HEAD.
3. put band around your head to measure. tape 
overlapping ends together. 

Hat band

• The Hawai‘i ‘i‘iwi is also called Drepanis coccinea by people who study 
birds.

• They live on Hawai‘i Island and are found nowhere else in the world!
• They are fiery-red with quick black wings and a long, curved, salmon-

colored bill.
• The long, curved bill of the ‘i‘iwi helps it to drink sweet nectar from 

native Hawaiian flowers, such as the ‘ōhi‘a pictured on the right.
• ‘I‘iwi like to do multiple whistles that sound like balls dropping in water, 

the rubbing of balloons together, or the squeaking of a rusty hinge.
Photo by: Jack Jeffery

Department of Land and Natural 
Resources
Division of Forestry and Wildlife

PC: Robby Kohley

Meet the ‘ākohekohe
• The ʻākohekohe is also known as Palmeria dolei by 

those who study birds.

• They live on Maui and are found nowhere else in the 

world!

• Their body is black-gray, with silver flecks on the 

face and upper breast, orange flecks on the back 

and flanks, white-tipped tails, wingtips and crest, 

and bright orange napes and eye patches.  They 

have a prominent silver-gray crest.

• ‘Ākohekohe fiercely defend nectar sources and are 

often seen chasing other birds out of ‘ōhi‘a trees.

• Their most common song is an upslurred two-note 

whistle. Other calls include the low, guttural, 

“peter-peter gluk gluk” and “AH-kohay-kohay.”


