
Mount Rufus Circuit
6 h, 9 h 30 min to 2 days

19.2 km
Circuit

↑ 776 m
↓ 776 m

4

Hard track

Starting behind the Visitor Centre at the end of Lake St Clair Road, Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair
National Park, this circuit walk takes you to the summit of Mount Rufus via the Watersmeet, Mount
Rufus and Shadow Lake tracks. This long walk takes in a variety of vegetation types, including
myrtle beech, tall eucalypt woodlands, snow gums, alpine heath and grasslands. Summiting
Mount Rufus (1416m) provides panoramic views of the Tasmanian Central Highlands. Follow the
Watersmeet Track for about 400m until reaching the Mount Rufus Track junction. From here, it's
about 7.5 km to the summit. The track leads directly ahead to the mountain ridge, through sub
alpine snow gum forest. On a clear day, the summit provides sweeping views over Lake St Clair,
Mt Olympus, Frenchmans Cap and the headwaters of the Franklin River. The walk returns down
the ridge line that tracks north towards Mt Hugel, and then through Richea Valley (named after
the Richea pandanifolia, a tall palm-like plant that grows here). On the other side of the valley the
track goes by the edge of Shadow Lake, where you can take a side trip to Forgotten Lake and
Little Hugel, or continue back to Lake St Clair. There is also a campsite near Shadow Lake for you
to rest. This is a challenging walk, with steep climbs and some rough terrains. A large section of
the return is on boardwalks. With an altitude of 1416m, Mount Rufus is sometimes subject to
severe weather, so come prepared. Let us begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of
the land on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Foretasted & unexpected storms and severe weather may impact
on navigation and safety (4/6)

Getting to the start: From Lyell Highway, A10, Derwent Bridge.

Turn on to Lake St Clair Road, C193 then drive for 5 km
Turn left and drive for another 325 m

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/KUQY5F

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/KUQY5F
https://bushwalk.com/j/KUQY5F
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Getting started: Getting started: From the car park at theFrom the car park at the
end of Lake St Claire Road (near the visitorend of Lake St Claire Road (near the visitor
centre), head towards the said visitorcentre), head towards the said visitor
centre. Cross the road via the crosswalkcentre. Cross the road via the crosswalk
and head along the ramp. Then head downand head along the ramp. Then head down
the small set of steps and keep right.the small set of steps and keep right.
When you come to the picnic tablesWhen you come to the picnic tables
outside (to your left), turn left and headoutside (to your left), turn left and head
along the concrete path. Keep left at thealong the concrete path. Keep left at the
intersection shortly after, following the "Allintersection shortly after, following the "All
walking tracks" sign. About 130 metreswalking tracks" sign. About 130 metres
later, keep right at the Y intersection. Afterlater, keep right at the Y intersection. After
another 400 metres, turn left at the 3-wayanother 400 metres, turn left at the 3-way
intersection (following the signage for Mtintersection (following the signage for Mt
Rufus) to continue along Mount RufusRufus) to continue along Mount Rufus
Circuit (clockwise).Circuit (clockwise).
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        StartStart..

PP There is a car park (about 55 m back from theThere is a car park (about 55 m back from the
start).start).

ii After 85 m pass the "Visitor Centre" (10 m onAfter 85 m pass the "Visitor Centre" (10 m on
your left).your left).
This sign is wheelchair accessible.This sign is wheelchair accessible.
 W: W:www.lakestclairpark.com.auwww.lakestclairpark.com.au T: T:+61 3 6289+61 3 6289
11371137  
After another 20 m pass the toilet (10 m on yourAfter another 20 m pass the toilet (10 m on your
right).right).

After another 45 m pass the restaurant (15 m onAfter another 45 m pass the restaurant (15 m on
your right).your right).
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After another 15 m After another 15 m continue straightcontinue straight..
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    After another 120 m     After another 120 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Watersmeet, to head along Watersmeet
Track.Track.
Keep right. Keep right. 
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    After another 145 m     After another 145 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Watersmeet, to head along Watersmeet
Track.Track.

ii After another 265 m pass the sign.After another 265 m pass the sign.
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    At the intersection of Watersmeet    At the intersection of Watersmeet
Track & Mount Rufus Circuit Track & Mount Rufus Circuit turn leftturn left, to, to
head along Mount Rufus Circuit (ahead along Mount Rufus Circuit (a
walking track).walking track).
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WW     After another 235 m (at the    After another 235 m (at the
intersection of Mount Rufus Circuit &intersection of Mount Rufus Circuit &
Larmairremener tableti) Larmairremener tableti) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Mount Rufus, to head along Mount Rufus
Circuit.Circuit.
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    After another 3.8 km (at the    After another 3.8 km (at the
intersection of Shadow Lake Link Track &intersection of Shadow Lake Link Track &
Mount Rufus Circuit) Mount Rufus Circuit) turn leftturn left, to head, to head
along Mount Rufus Circuit.along Mount Rufus Circuit.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Gingerbread Hut.to Gingerbread Hut.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. at the intersection of Mount Rufushere. at the intersection of Mount Rufus
Circuit & Gingerbread Track Circuit & Gingerbread Track StartStart
heading along heading along Gingerbread TrackGingerbread Track (a (a
walking track).walking track).

Mount Rufus (about 8 m back from the start).Mount Rufus (about 8 m back from the start).
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    After another 560 m come to the end.    After another 560 m come to the end.

"Gingerbread Hut"."Gingerbread Hut".

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
570 m to the main route.570 m to the main route.

Back at the main route continue straight andBack at the main route continue straight and
follow on from the 8 km waypoint.follow on from the 8 km waypoint.
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    After another 3.3 km (at the    After another 3.3 km (at the
intersection of Mount Rufus Circuit &intersection of Mount Rufus Circuit &
Gingerbread Track) Gingerbread Track) turn rightturn right, to head, to head
along Mount Rufus Circuit.along Mount Rufus Circuit.

After another 8 m come to the "Mount Rufus".After another 8 m come to the "Mount Rufus".

FORDFORD
After another 4.1 km cross the ford.After another 4.1 km cross the ford.

NN

SS

EE

WW

    After another 870 m (at the    After another 870 m (at the
intersection of Shadow Lake Circuit &intersection of Shadow Lake Circuit &
Shadow Lake Link Track) Shadow Lake Link Track) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Shadow Lake, to head along Shadow Lake
Circuit.Circuit.

After another 370 m cross the bridge (about 10After another 370 m cross the bridge (about 10
m long)m long)

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Little Hugel Mountain.to Little Hugel Mountain.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
sharp left here. at the intersection ofsharp left here. at the intersection of
Shadow Lake Circuit & Shadow Lake toShadow Lake Circuit & Shadow Lake to
Forgotten Lake Forgotten Lake StartStart heading along  heading along 
Shadow Lake to Forgotten LakeShadow Lake to Forgotten Lake (a (a
walking track).walking track).

After 540 m come to the camp site (30 m onAfter 540 m come to the camp site (30 m on
your right).your right).
  



After another 30 m cross the bridge (about 70 mAfter another 30 m cross the bridge (about 70 m
long)long)
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    After another 1.8 km come to the end.    After another 1.8 km come to the end.

About 15 m past the end is "Little Hugel".About 15 m past the end is "Little Hugel".

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 2.5Turn around and retrace your steps back the 2.5
km to the main route.km to the main route.

Back at the main route turn around and followBack at the main route turn around and follow
on from the 13.5 km waypoint.on from the 13.5 km waypoint.
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    After another 125 m (at the    After another 125 m (at the
intersection of Shadow Lake Circuit &intersection of Shadow Lake Circuit &
Shadow Lake to Forgotten Lake) Shadow Lake to Forgotten Lake) 
continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Shadow Lake Circuit.Shadow Lake Circuit.

After another 4.1 km cross the bridge (about 7After another 4.1 km cross the bridge (about 7
m long)m long)
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    At the intersection of Larmairremener    At the intersection of Larmairremener
tableti & Shadow Lake Circuit tableti & Shadow Lake Circuit turn leftturn left,,
to head along Shadow Lake Circuit.to head along Shadow Lake Circuit.
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    After another 140 m (at the    After another 140 m (at the
intersection of Watersmeet Track &intersection of Watersmeet Track &
Shadow Lake Circuit) Shadow Lake Circuit) turn rightturn right, to, to
head along Watersmeet Track (a vehiclehead along Watersmeet Track (a vehicle
track).track).

NN

SS

EE

WW

    After another 740 m (at the    After another 740 m (at the
intersection of Watersmeet Track &intersection of Watersmeet Track &
Fergie's Paddock Track) Fergie's Paddock Track) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Watersmeet, to head along Watersmeet
Track.Track.

After another 20 m come to the "Fergy'sAfter another 20 m come to the "Fergy's
Paddock camp site" (125 m on your left).Paddock camp site" (125 m on your left).
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    After another 80 m (at the intersection    After another 80 m (at the intersection
of Mount Rufus Circuit & Watersmeetof Mount Rufus Circuit & Watersmeet
Track) Track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Watersmeet Track.Watersmeet Track.
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    After another 265 m     After another 265 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Watersmeet, to head along Watersmeet
Track.Track.

NN

SS
EE

WW

    After another 145 m     After another 145 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

PP After another 150 m pass the car park (75 m onAfter another 150 m pass the car park (75 m on
your right).your right).
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        Turn rightTurn right..

About 175 m past the end is "Lake St ClairAbout 175 m past the end is "Lake St Clair
Lodge".Lodge".
 There is a fee to use this campsite. This There is a fee to use this campsite. This
campsite has showers. campsite has showers. 

ii Then pass the "Visitor Centre" (7 m on yourThen pass the "Visitor Centre" (7 m on your
right).right).
This sign is wheelchair accessible.This sign is wheelchair accessible.
 W: W:www.lakestclairpark.com.auwww.lakestclairpark.com.au T: T:+61 3 6289+61 3 6289
11371137  
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    After another 35 m come to the end.    After another 35 m come to the end.
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