
Great North Walk: Somersby Store to Ourimbah
Valley Trackhead

2 h 15 min to 2 h 30 min

5.7 km
One way

↑ 0 m
↓ 0 m

4

Hard track

Starting with a walk through the streets of urban Somerbsy, you soon
leave the farms and head into Palm Grove Nature Reserve. First you
will follow the signposted track down the open dry ridge to the dense
rainforest. In this valley you can explores the moist rainforest with
towering Eucalypts, Strangler Fig trees, Cabbage Palms and a tangle
of vines. From here walk up the rocky track to another dry ridge,
where you can follow a side trip to a flat clearing and designated
campsite. From near the campsite the track winds down through
another moist forest and past more Cabbage Palms before coming to
the signposted Ourimbah Valley Trackhead on Ourimbah Creek Road.
Let us begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land
on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past
and present.
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Minimal directional signs (4/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities (such as cliffs not fenced, significant creeks not
bridged) (4/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)

Getting to the start: From , Somersby.

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/LC4V2E

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/LC4V2E
https://bushwalk.com/j/LC4V2E
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Getting started: Getting started: From the SomersbyFrom the Somersby
Store, this walk heads north, gentlyStore, this walk heads north, gently
downhill along the side of 'Wisemans Ferrydownhill along the side of 'Wisemans Ferry
Rd', past the public toilet. After aboutRd', past the public toilet. After about
120m, this walk crosses an on-ramp then120m, this walk crosses an on-ramp then
heads over the bridge crossing Peats Ridgeheads over the bridge crossing Peats Ridge
Road, then past another on-ramp. TheRoad, then past another on-ramp. The
walk continues along Wisemans Ferry Rdwalk continues along Wisemans Ferry Rd
for about 700m to then turn sharp right atfor about 700m to then turn sharp right at
the three-way intersection, onto 'Dog Trapthe three-way intersection, onto 'Dog Trap
Rd'. Just over 100m along Dog Trap Rd,Rd'. Just over 100m along Dog Trap Rd,
this walk turns left into 'Kilkenny Rd'. Thethis walk turns left into 'Kilkenny Rd'. The
walk follows Kilkenny Rd past the ruralwalk follows Kilkenny Rd past the rural
properties for about 1.2km, where the walkproperties for about 1.2km, where the walk
continues along the now dirt road. Aboutcontinues along the now dirt road. About
50m after becoming dirt, the road leads50m after becoming dirt, the road leads
across a rock ford that can be extremelyacross a rock ford that can be extremely
slippery when wet. The walk continues upslippery when wet. The walk continues up
along the dirt road for another 300m toalong the dirt road for another 300m to
come to the end of the road and a 'Greatcome to the end of the road and a 'Great
North Walk' sign, beside 'Illawong' (farm).North Walk' sign, beside 'Illawong' (farm).
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    At the intersection of Wisemans Ferry    At the intersection of Wisemans Ferry
Road & Smiths Road Road & Smiths Road StartStart heading heading
along along Wisemans Ferry RoadWisemans Ferry Road (a road). (a road).

Find the Somersby Store at the start.Find the Somersby Store at the start.

Somersby Store offers a good place to haveSomersby Store offers a good place to have
lunch or pick up the basic food supplies. Thelunch or pick up the basic food supplies. The
store serves hot food including burgers, chips,store serves hot food including burgers, chips,
pies etc and cold drinks. Opening hours are 6ampies etc and cold drinks. Opening hours are 6am
- 6pm Monday to Friday and 6.30am to 4pm on- 6pm Monday to Friday and 6.30am to 4pm on
Saturdays (closed Sundays). There is a paySaturdays (closed Sundays). There is a pay
phone and a bus stop however services arephone and a bus stop however services are
limited to two buses a day. Contact details arelimited to two buses a day. Contact details are
(02)4372 1269, at 841 Wisemans Ferry Road(02)4372 1269, at 841 Wisemans Ferry Road
Somersby, NSW 2250. The store owners areSomersby, NSW 2250. The store owners are
happy for you to phone ahead. If you are a largehappy for you to phone ahead. If you are a large
group you can order ahead to save the stress. Igroup you can order ahead to save the stress. I
always encourage people to use local stores likealways encourage people to use local stores like
this on track, but since it is a small store it isthis on track, but since it is a small store it is
worth phoning ahead to see what they haveworth phoning ahead to see what they have
what you want in stock.what you want in stock.

PP After 55 m pass the car park (15 m on your left).After 55 m pass the car park (15 m on your left).

After another 20 m pass the toilet (15 m on yourAfter another 20 m pass the toilet (15 m on your
left).left).

After another 80 m cross the bridge (about 20 mAfter another 80 m cross the bridge (about 20 m
long)long)
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intersection of Dog Trap Road &intersection of Dog Trap Road &
Wisemans Ferry Road) Wisemans Ferry Road) turn rightturn right, to, to
head along Dog Trap Road (a residentialhead along Dog Trap Road (a residential
road).road).
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    After another 105 m (at the    After another 105 m (at the
intersection of Kilkenny Road & Dog Trapintersection of Kilkenny Road & Dog Trap
Road) Road) turn leftturn left, to head along Kilkenny, to head along Kilkenny
Road (a vehicle track).Road (a vehicle track).
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    After another 910 m (from the    After another 910 m (from the
Kilkenny Road) Kilkenny Road) continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Kilkenny Road.head along Kilkenny Road.
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    After another 45 m (from the Kilkenny    After another 45 m (from the Kilkenny
Road) Road) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Kilkenny Road.Kilkenny Road.

FORDFORD
After another 295 m cross the ford.After another 295 m cross the ford.
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    At the intersection of Kilkenny Road &    At the intersection of Kilkenny Road &
Bumbles Creek Bumbles Creek continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Kilkenny Road.head along Kilkenny Road.

After another 2.5 km find the "Palm GroveAfter another 2.5 km find the "Palm Grove
Campsite" (30 m on your right).Campsite" (30 m on your right).
A Great North Walk signposted campsite withA Great North Walk signposted campsite with
plenty of room for a few tents but providingplenty of room for a few tents but providing
minimal facilities ie. no water, toilets or tablesminimal facilities ie. no water, toilets or tables
however there is a bench and barbeque platehowever there is a bench and barbeque plate
and room for a fire.and room for a fire.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: Side trip to Palm: Side trip to Palm
Grove camping area.Grove camping area.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. from the Palm Grove campingright here. from the Palm Grove camping
area track area track StartStart heading along  heading along PalmPalm
Grove camping area trackGrove camping area track (a walking (a walking
track).track).

After 30 m find the "Palm Grove Campsite" (15After 30 m find the "Palm Grove Campsite" (15
m on your right).m on your right).
A Great North Walk signposted campsite withA Great North Walk signposted campsite with
plenty of room for a few tents but providingplenty of room for a few tents but providing
minimal facilities ie. no water, toilets or tablesminimal facilities ie. no water, toilets or tables
however there is a bench and barbeque platehowever there is a bench and barbeque plate
and room for a fire.and room for a fire.
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    Continue another 15 m to find from    Continue another 15 m to find from
the Palm Grove camping area track atthe Palm Grove camping area track at
the end.the end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route veer right and follow onBack at the main route veer right and follow on
from the 4.7 km waypoint.from the 4.7 km waypoint.
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    From the Palm Grove camping area    From the Palm Grove camping area
track track turn leftturn left..

ii After another 950 m come to "Great NorthAfter another 950 m come to "Great North
Walk".Walk".
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    Continue another 0 m to find from the    Continue another 0 m to find from the
Ourimbah Creek Road at the end.Ourimbah Creek Road at the end.
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