
Pierces Pass to Blackheath Station
(Dharug & Gundungurra Country)

7 h 30 min to 9 h

18.7 km
One way

↑ 1376 m
↓ 1173 m

5

Very challenging

This walk explores a section of the Grose River and the flats around
the superb Blue Gum Forest. The track then climbs up to Govetts
Leap Lookout and along Pope's Glen to Blackheath. The hard yakka
will be rewarded by some superb views of blue gums, the gorge,
waterfalls and cliffs. This walk is one where you'll want to have a
friend with a car (they can enjoy some shorter walks or the great
cafes in the area) or hail a taxi. Let us begin by acknowledging the
Dharug & Gundungurra people, Traditional Custodians of the land on
which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and
present. 
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Class 5 of 6
Rough unclear track

Quality of track Rough unclear track (5/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities (such as cliffs not fenced, significant creeks not
bridged) (4/6)

Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Getting to the start: From Great Western Highway, A32

Turn on to Harley Avenue then drive for 360 m
Turn right onto Station Street and drive for another 9.9 km
Turn right onto Bells Line of Road, B59 and drive for another 10 km
Turn right onto Pierces Pass Road and drive for another 95 m
Turn left onto Pierces Pass Road and drive for another 760 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/NQTPBW

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/NQTPBW
https://bushwalk.com/j/NQTPBW
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Getting started: Getting started: From the car park, thisFrom the car park, this
walk heads down the hill tending right, towalk heads down the hill tending right, to
follow the creek. The track then follows thefollow the creek. The track then follows the
line of the creek, which drops away quicklyline of the creek, which drops away quickly
before the track winds under a rockybefore the track winds under a rocky
outcrop. The track then winds to pass aoutcrop. The track then winds to pass a
tree which ends with a large step at thetree which ends with a large step at the
roots of the upturned tree, marking theroots of the upturned tree, marking the
intersection.intersection.
 From the intersection, this walk heads From the intersection, this walk heads
down the hill, with the creek below on thedown the hill, with the creek below on the
right. The track becomes lighter as theright. The track becomes lighter as the
rainforest vegetation gives way, and therainforest vegetation gives way, and the
track leads away from the cliff lines oftrack leads away from the cliff lines of
Pierces Pass. The track then descendsPierces Pass. The track then descends
across the hillside for approximately 400macross the hillside for approximately 400m
to tend right onto a narrowing spur line.to tend right onto a narrowing spur line.
The track is quite steep in places as itThe track is quite steep in places as it
makes its way down to the creek flats.makes its way down to the creek flats.
From where the track meets the creekFrom where the track meets the creek
flats, the walk then leads through the lowflats, the walk then leads through the low
vegetation to the creek. The track crossesvegetation to the creek. The track crosses
the creek to head downstream forthe creek to head downstream for
approximately 20m, then climbs off theapproximately 20m, then climbs off the
creek flats and coming to an intersectioncreek flats and coming to an intersection
with signposts pointing to 'Burra Korain,with signposts pointing to 'Burra Korain,
Victoria Falls' and 'Acacia Flats'.Victoria Falls' and 'Acacia Flats'.
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    After another 40 m (at the intersection    After another 40 m (at the intersection
of Pearce's Pass-Grose Valley Trail &of Pearce's Pass-Grose Valley Trail &
Pierces Pass Road) Pierces Pass Road) turn rightturn right, to head, to head
along Pearce's Pass-Grose Valley Trail (aalong Pearce's Pass-Grose Valley Trail (a
walking track).walking track).

Pierces Pass (about 9 m back from the start).Pierces Pass (about 9 m back from the start).

Pierces Pass in Blue Mountains National Park is aPierces Pass in Blue Mountains National Park is a
passage through the cliffs from the Bells Line ofpassage through the cliffs from the Bells Line of
Road. The pass is popular with rock climbers,Road. The pass is popular with rock climbers,
who use it as an access track to the cliffs.who use it as an access track to the cliffs.

PP After another 60 m to find the car park.After another 60 m to find the car park.

After another 50 m pass the toilet (15 m on yourAfter another 50 m pass the toilet (15 m on your
left).left).
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    After another 2.4 km     After another 2.4 km veer leftveer left..

After another 1.2 km cross the bridge (about 15After another 1.2 km cross the bridge (about 15
m long)m long)

After another 1.7 km cross the bridge (about 8After another 1.7 km cross the bridge (about 8
m long)m long)

After another 880 m cross the bridge (about 15After another 880 m cross the bridge (about 15
m long)m long)

After another 600 m cross the bridge (about 10After another 600 m cross the bridge (about 10
m long)m long)

After another 580 m After another 580 m continue straightcontinue straight..
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WW     After another 110 m (at the    After another 110 m (at the
intersection of Perrys Track & Shortridgeintersection of Perrys Track & Shortridge
Pass) Pass) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Blue Gum Forest Track.Blue Gum Forest Track.

ii After another 90 m pass the sign (9 m on yourAfter another 90 m pass the sign (9 m on your
right).right).

After another 470 m find the "Acacia FlatsAfter another 470 m find the "Acacia Flats
Camping Ground" (45 m on your left).Camping Ground" (45 m on your left).

Acacia Flats Camping Ground, Blue MountainsAcacia Flats Camping Ground, Blue Mountains
NP, is situated on the floor of the Grose ValleyNP, is situated on the floor of the Grose Valley
between Perrys Lookdown and Lockley Pylon.between Perrys Lookdown and Lockley Pylon.
The camp ground is approximately 50m fromThe camp ground is approximately 50m from
Govetts Creek and approximately 500mGovetts Creek and approximately 500m
upstream from Blue Gum Forest. Acacia Flatsupstream from Blue Gum Forest. Acacia Flats
Camping Ground is appropriately named afterCamping Ground is appropriately named after
the dense population of Acacias found in thisthe dense population of Acacias found in this
area. Acacia Flats is a wonderful area to camparea. Acacia Flats is a wonderful area to camp
with tall shady Blue Gums and level grasswith tall shady Blue Gums and level grass
clearings which make for a great place to pitch aclearings which make for a great place to pitch a
tent. There is a pit toilet and sitting logs to maketent. There is a pit toilet and sitting logs to make
camping more comfortable, and plenty of roomcamping more comfortable, and plenty of room
for large groups. Water is available from Govettsfor large groups. Water is available from Govetts
Creek (treat before drinking).Creek (treat before drinking).
After another 35 m find the "Acacia Flat" (55 mAfter another 35 m find the "Acacia Flat" (55 m
on your left).on your left).
Acacia Flats Camping Ground, Blue MountainsAcacia Flats Camping Ground, Blue Mountains
NP, is situated on the floor of the Grose ValleyNP, is situated on the floor of the Grose Valley
between Perrys Lookdown and Lockley Pylon.between Perrys Lookdown and Lockley Pylon.
The camp ground is approximately 50m fromThe camp ground is approximately 50m from
Govetts Creek and approximately 500m upGovetts Creek and approximately 500m up
stream from Blue Gum Forest. Acacia Flatsstream from Blue Gum Forest. Acacia Flats
Camping Ground is named appropriately afterCamping Ground is named appropriately after
the dense population of Acacias found in thisthe dense population of Acacias found in this
area. Acacia Flats is a wonderful area to camparea. Acacia Flats is a wonderful area to camp
with tall shady Blue Gums and level grasswith tall shady Blue Gums and level grass
clearings which make for a great place to pitch aclearings which make for a great place to pitch a
tent. There is a drop toilet and sitting logs totent. There is a drop toilet and sitting logs to
make camping more comfortable and plenty ofmake camping more comfortable and plenty of
room for large groups. (No camping in the Blueroom for large groups. (No camping in the Blue
Gum Forest)Gum Forest)
After another 90 m pass the toilet (9 m on yourAfter another 90 m pass the toilet (9 m on your
left).left).

After another 110 m pass the toilet (10 m onAfter another 110 m pass the toilet (10 m on
your right).your right).
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    After another 2.8 km (from the Blue    After another 2.8 km (from the Blue
Gum Forest Track) Gum Forest Track) continue straightcontinue straight,,
to head along Blue Gum Forest Track.to head along Blue Gum Forest Track.

FORDFORD After another 50 m cross the ford.After another 50 m cross the ford.
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    At the intersection of Rodriguez Pass    At the intersection of Rodriguez Pass
Walking Track & Blue Gum Forest Track Walking Track & Blue Gum Forest Track 
turn rightturn right, to head along Rodriguez, to head along Rodriguez
Pass Walking Track.Pass Walking Track.
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    After another 40 m (at the intersection    After another 40 m (at the intersection
of Blue Gum Forest Track & Rodriguezof Blue Gum Forest Track & Rodriguez
Pass Walking Track) Pass Walking Track) veer leftveer left, to head, to head
along Rodriguez Pass Walking Track.along Rodriguez Pass Walking Track.

After another 50 m find the "Junction Rock" (onAfter another 50 m find the "Junction Rock" (on
your left).your left).

Junction Rock, Blue Mountains NP, is a rockJunction Rock, Blue Mountains NP, is a rock
situated in the middle of the Govetts Leap Brooksituated in the middle of the Govetts Leap Brook
and Govetts Creek junction. The rock isand Govetts Creek junction. The rock is
signposted, giving directions to Evans Lookout,signposted, giving directions to Evans Lookout,
Neates Glen, Acacia Flats and the Blue GumNeates Glen, Acacia Flats and the Blue Gum
Forest. Junction Rock is a great place for lunchForest. Junction Rock is a great place for lunch
and a swim in summer.and a swim in summer.
After another 560 m come to the camp site (5 mAfter another 560 m come to the camp site (5 m
on your left).on your left).
  

FORDFORD After another 1.2 km cross the ford.After another 1.2 km cross the ford.

After another 10 m pass the "Trinity Falls" (35 mAfter another 10 m pass the "Trinity Falls" (35 m
on your right).on your right).

FORDFORD After another 155 m cross the ford.After another 155 m cross the ford.

FORDFORD After another 380 m cross the ford.After another 380 m cross the ford.
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    After another 95 m (at the intersection    After another 95 m (at the intersection
of Jungle Circuit & Govetts Leap Trackof Jungle Circuit & Govetts Leap Track
(Williams Track)) (Williams Track)) continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Govetts Leap Track (Williamshead along Govetts Leap Track (Williams
Track).Track).

After another 380 m come to the viewpoint (30After another 380 m come to the viewpoint (30
m on your right).m on your right).

After another 150 m come to the "WilliamsAfter another 150 m come to the "Williams
Lookout".Lookout".

After another 30 m come to the "Breakfast RockAfter another 30 m come to the "Breakfast Rock
Lookout".Lookout".
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    After another 25 m (at the intersection    After another 25 m (at the intersection
of Loop Track & Govetts Leap Trackof Loop Track & Govetts Leap Track
(Williams Track)) (Williams Track)) turn sharp leftturn sharp left, to, to
head along Govetts Leap Track (Williamshead along Govetts Leap Track (Williams
Track).Track).
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    After another 100 m (at the    After another 100 m (at the
intersection of Pulpit Rock Track &intersection of Pulpit Rock Track &
Govetts Leap Track (Williams Track)) Govetts Leap Track (Williams Track)) 
turn leftturn left, to head along Loop Track., to head along Loop Track.
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    After another 8 m (from the Loop    After another 8 m (from the Loop
Track) Track) veer rightveer right, to head along Loop, to head along Loop
Track.Track.

After another 20 m come to the viewpoint (6 mAfter another 20 m come to the viewpoint (6 m
on your left).on your left).
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    From the Loop Track     From the Loop Track veer leftveer left (a (a
footpath).footpath).

ii After another 6 m pass the sign (on your right).After another 6 m pass the sign (on your right).
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    After another 9 m     After another 9 m turn aroundturn around..

After another 15 m pass the water tap (7 m onAfter another 15 m pass the water tap (7 m on
your right).your right).

Then find the "Picnic Shelter" (65 m on yourThen find the "Picnic Shelter" (65 m on your
right).right).

Picnic shelters at the end of Govetts Leap Road.Picnic shelters at the end of Govetts Leap Road.
Seats are ~45cm high and benches 75cm high.Seats are ~45cm high and benches 75cm high.
Most shelters have an entrance ~1.2m wideMost shelters have an entrance ~1.2m wide
with, and similar gap between table and wall.with, and similar gap between table and wall.
The largest shelter has an entrance wider thanThe largest shelter has an entrance wider than
4m, bench seating but no tables.4m, bench seating but no tables.
Then come to the "Govetts Leap Lookout" (9 mThen come to the "Govetts Leap Lookout" (9 m
on your left).on your left).



Then find the "Govetts Leap Lookout" (20 m onThen find the "Govetts Leap Lookout" (20 m on
your right).your right).

Govetts Leap Lookout is named after the firstGovetts Leap Lookout is named after the first
European man to have enjoyed this view,European man to have enjoyed this view,
William Govett, as an assistant surveyor in JuneWilliam Govett, as an assistant surveyor in June
1831. Govetts Leap Lookout offers wonderful1831. Govetts Leap Lookout offers wonderful
views over the Grose Valley and the spectacularviews over the Grose Valley and the spectacular
Bridal Falls. The word `leap` is an old ScottishBridal Falls. The word `leap` is an old Scottish
word meaning waterfall. The lookout is easilyword meaning waterfall. The lookout is easily
accessed from the car park, there are alsoaccessed from the car park, there are also
toilets and picnic shelters nearby.toilets and picnic shelters nearby.

ii Then pass the sign (15 m on your right).Then pass the sign (15 m on your right).
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    From the Loop Track     From the Loop Track veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Loop Track (a walking track).head along Loop Track (a walking track).
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    After another 15 m (from the Loop    After another 15 m (from the Loop
Track) Track) veer leftveer left, to head along Loop, to head along Loop
Track.Track.
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    After another 8 m (at the intersection    After another 8 m (at the intersection
of Govetts Leap Track (Williams Track) &of Govetts Leap Track (Williams Track) &
Loop Track) Loop Track) turn leftturn left, to head along, to head along
Pulpit Rock Track.Pulpit Rock Track.

After another 40 m cross the bridge (about 4 mAfter another 40 m cross the bridge (about 4 m
long)long)
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    After another 120 m (Laws Lookout)     After another 120 m (Laws Lookout) 
turn leftturn left, to head along Pulpit Rock, to head along Pulpit Rock
Track.Track.

After another 8 m come to the "Laws Lookout".After another 8 m come to the "Laws Lookout".
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    After another 15 m (from the Pulpit    After another 15 m (from the Pulpit
Rock Track) Rock Track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Pulpit Rock Track.along Pulpit Rock Track.
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    After another 155 m (from the Pulpit    After another 155 m (from the Pulpit
Rock Track) Rock Track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Pulpit Rock Track.along Pulpit Rock Track.

After another 6 m come to the "Horseshoe FallsAfter another 6 m come to the "Horseshoe Falls
Lookout" (10 m on your right).Lookout" (10 m on your right).

Then find the "Horseshoe Falls Lookout" (25 mThen find the "Horseshoe Falls Lookout" (25 m
on your right).on your right).

Horseshoe Falls Lookout, Blue MountainsHorseshoe Falls Lookout, Blue Mountains
National Park, is a small fenced lookout. ThereNational Park, is a small fenced lookout. There
are views down to Horseshoe Falls and acrossare views down to Horseshoe Falls and across
the Grose Valley.the Grose Valley.
After another 60 m come to the "RodriguezAfter another 60 m come to the "Rodriguez
Lookout".Lookout".

Then find the "Horseshoe Falls" (55 m on yourThen find the "Horseshoe Falls" (55 m on your
right).right).

Horseshoe Falls, Blue Mountains National Park,Horseshoe Falls, Blue Mountains National Park,
are sourced by Popes Glen Creek which runsare sourced by Popes Glen Creek which runs
over the cliff into the Grose Valley. Theover the cliff into the Grose Valley. The
Horseshoe Falls seem to be named after theHorseshoe Falls seem to be named after the
shape of the valley into which they drop.shape of the valley into which they drop.
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    After another 95 m (at the intersection    After another 95 m (at the intersection
of Popes Glen Track & Pulpit Rock Track) of Popes Glen Track & Pulpit Rock Track) 
continue straightcontinue straight, to head along Popes, to head along Popes
Glen Track.Glen Track.
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    After another 305 m (from the Popes    After another 305 m (from the Popes
Glen Track) Glen Track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Popes Glen Track.along Popes Glen Track.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Boyd Beach.to Boyd Beach.
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WW     To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. from the Popes Glen Track right here. from the Popes Glen Track 
StartStart (a walking track). (a walking track).
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    After another 50 m come to the end.    After another 50 m come to the end.



"Boyd Beach"."Boyd Beach".

Boyd Beach, Blue Mountains National Park, is aBoyd Beach, Blue Mountains National Park, is a
small sandy bank on Popes Glen Creek. Thesmall sandy bank on Popes Glen Creek. The
beach is a quiet spot with nice ferns and shade.beach is a quiet spot with nice ferns and shade.
The beach is a short distance from the PopesThe beach is a short distance from the Popes
Glen track.Glen track.
Turn around and retrace your steps back the 50Turn around and retrace your steps back the 50
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route continue straight andBack at the main route continue straight and
follow on from the 15.5 km waypoint.follow on from the 15.5 km waypoint.
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WW     After another 15 m (from the Popes    After another 15 m (from the Popes
Glen Track) Glen Track) turn sharp leftturn sharp left, to head, to head
along Popes Glen Track.along Popes Glen Track.

After another 170 m cross the bridge (about 9 mAfter another 170 m cross the bridge (about 9 m
long)long)

After another 380 m cross the bridge (about 8 mAfter another 380 m cross the bridge (about 8 m
long)long)
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    After another 660 m (from the Popes    After another 660 m (from the Popes
Glen Track) Glen Track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Popes Glen Track.along Popes Glen Track.

After another 75 m (from the Popes Glen Track) After another 75 m (from the Popes Glen Track) 
continue straightcontinue straight, to head along Popes Glen, to head along Popes Glen
Track.Track.
After another 170 m cross the bridge (about 9 mAfter another 170 m cross the bridge (about 9 m
long)long)
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WW     After another 265 m (from the Popes    After another 265 m (from the Popes
Glen Track) Glen Track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Popes Glen Track.along Popes Glen Track.
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    After another 410 m (at the    After another 410 m (at the
intersection of Dell Street & Popes Glenintersection of Dell Street & Popes Glen
Track) Track) veer leftveer left, to head along Dell, to head along Dell
Street (a residential road).Street (a residential road).
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    After another 280 m (at the    After another 280 m (at the
intersection of Gipps Lane & Wills Street)intersection of Gipps Lane & Wills Street)
turn rightturn right, to head along Gipps Lane., to head along Gipps Lane.
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    After another 450 m (at the    After another 450 m (at the
intersection of Wills Street & Inconstantintersection of Wills Street & Inconstant
Street) Street) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Wills Street.along Wills Street.
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    After another 70 m (at the intersection    After another 70 m (at the intersectionof Gardiner Crescent & Wills Street) of Gardiner Crescent & Wills Street) turnturnrightright, to head along Gardiner Crescent., to head along Gardiner Crescent.
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    After another 55 m (at the intersection    After another 55 m (at the intersectionof Gardiner Crescent & Wentworthof Gardiner Crescent & WentworthStreet) Street) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to headalong Gardiner Crescent.along Gardiner Crescent.After another 30 m (from the Gardiner Crescent)After another 30 m (from the Gardiner Crescent)continue straightcontinue straight, to head along Gardiner, to head along GardinerCrescent.Crescent.
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WW     After another 30 m (at the intersection    After another 30 m (at the intersectionof Gardiner Crescent & Hydora Lane) of Gardiner Crescent & Hydora Lane) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head alongGardiner Crescent.Gardiner Crescent.NNSS EE

WW     After another 70 m (at the intersection    After another 70 m (at the intersectionof Great Western Highway & Gardinerof Great Western Highway & GardinerCrescent) Crescent) turn leftturn left, to head along Great, to head along GreatWestern Highway (a highway|trunk).Western Highway (a highway|trunk).NNSSEE WW     After another 20 m (from the Great    After another 20 m (from the GreatWestern Highway) Western Highway) continue straightcontinue straight,,to head along Great Western Highway.to head along Great Western Highway.NNSSEE WW     After another 45 m (from the Great    After another 45 m (from the GreatWestern Highway) Western Highway) turn rightturn right (a (afootpath).footpath).About 115 m past the end is "Blackheath KebabAbout 115 m past the end is "Blackheath KebabHouse".House".NNSS EEWW         Continue straightContinue straight ..PP About 30 m past the end is a car park.About 30 m past the end is a car park.The end.The end.Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)
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