
Ellery Creek Loop
(Arrernte Country)

12 h, 2 days to 3 days

27.9 km
Circuit

↑ 660 m
↓ 660 m

4

Hard track

Starting from the Ellery Creek South Day Use Area, Namatjira, this
walk explores the sixth and seventh sections of the Larapinta Trail --
both old & new. Expect a relatively undulating track that offers you
panoramic views of Alice Valley and beyond. You'll get great angles of
the West MacDonnell Range as well. Keep an eye out for spinifex
pigeons and wedge-tailed eagles while you're comparing the old &
new tracks to each other. They're among the many species that
reside in this area. Early mornings and late afternoons are your best
bet to spot them. Enjoy the land formations and the unique ambience
of the desert as you make your way through the arid land. The newer
shelter at Ellery Creek North features elevated tent pads, a toilet and
a water tank (treat before consuming). It can be a great place to
spend the night, letting you stargaze without any interruptions, as it
is also quite secluded. Although, keep in mind that there's no vehicle
access there. Let us begin by acknowledging the Arrernte people,
Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay
our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (2/6)

Getting to the start: From , Alice Springs.

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/R5QXDY

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/R5QXDY
https://bushwalk.com/j/R5QXDY
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Getting started: Getting started: From the Larapinta TrailFrom the Larapinta Trail
Information Shelter in Ellery Creek SouthInformation Shelter in Ellery Creek South
Day Use Area (290 metres south of ElleryDay Use Area (290 metres south of Ellery
Creek Big Hole), head east and cross theCreek Big Hole), head east and cross the
dirt road as you pass by a brown “Picnicdirt road as you pass by a brown “Picnic
Area - No Camping” sign to your left. PassArea - No Camping” sign to your left. Pass
through the gap and head along the dirtthrough the gap and head along the dirt
track that is marked by blue arrows,track that is marked by blue arrows,
moving directly away from the dirt road.moving directly away from the dirt road.
Follow the said track as you keep theFollow the said track as you keep the
ridgeline to your left to continue alongridgeline to your left to continue along
Ellery Creek Loop (counterclockwise).Ellery Creek Loop (counterclockwise).
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    From the Larapinta Trail Section 7     From the Larapinta Trail Section 7 
StartStart (a walking track). (a walking track).

Ellery Creek Big Hole - West MacDonnell NPEllery Creek Big Hole - West MacDonnell NP
(about 35 m back from the start).(about 35 m back from the start).
  

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This little side trip: This little side trip
takes you to the Big Hole along Ellery Creek. Thistakes you to the Big Hole along Ellery Creek. This
ancient waterhole is an exceptional spot to take aancient waterhole is an exceptional spot to take a
break and cool off.break and cool off.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. here. StartStart..

ii Find the sign at the start.Find the sign at the start.

Find the toilet at the start.Find the toilet at the start.

ii After another 15 m pass the sign (60 m on yourAfter another 15 m pass the sign (60 m on your
left).left).

After another 10 m pass the BBQ (15 m on yourAfter another 10 m pass the BBQ (15 m on your
right).right).

After another 20 m pass the "Picnic Shelter" (6After another 20 m pass the "Picnic Shelter" (6
m on your right).m on your right).
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    After another 9 m (from the Ellery    After another 9 m (from the Ellery
Creek Walk) Creek Walk) turn leftturn left, to head along, to head along
Ellery Creek Walk (a footpath).Ellery Creek Walk (a footpath).

After another 20 m pass the shelter (on yourAfter another 20 m pass the shelter (on your
left).left).
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    After another 145 m come to "Ellery    After another 145 m come to "Ellery
Creek Big Hole".Creek Big Hole".
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    Continue another 0 m to find from the    Continue another 0 m to find from the
Ellery Creek Walk at the end.Ellery Creek Walk at the end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
255 m to the main route.255 m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 15 m waypoint.from the 15 m waypoint.
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    After another 50 m     After another 50 m turn rightturn right..

NN

SSEE

WW

    After another 35 m (from the    After another 35 m (from the
Larapinta Trail Section 6) Larapinta Trail Section 6) turn leftturn left, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 6 (ahead along Larapinta Trail Section 6 (a
walking track).walking track).

FORDFORD After another 35 m cross the ford.After another 35 m cross the ford.
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    At the intersection of Larapinta Trail    At the intersection of Larapinta Trail
Section 6 & Ellery Creek Section 6 & Ellery Creek veer leftveer left, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 6.head along Larapinta Trail Section 6.
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WW     After another 4.6 km (from the    After another 4.6 km (from the
Larapinta Trail Section 6) Larapinta Trail Section 6) turn leftturn left, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 6.head along Larapinta Trail Section 6.
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WW     After another 3.1 km (from the    After another 3.1 km (from the
Larapinta Trail Section 6) Larapinta Trail Section 6) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 6.Section 6.

After another 190 m pass the water tap (7 m onAfter another 190 m pass the water tap (7 m on
your left).your left).
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WW     From the Larapinta Trail Section 6     From the Larapinta Trail Section 6 
turn rightturn right..

After another 15 m pass the "Ellery Creek NorthAfter another 15 m pass the "Ellery Creek North
- Larapinta Trailhead Shelter (6/7)" (on your- Larapinta Trailhead Shelter (6/7)" (on your
left).left).
After another 25 m pass the toilet (25 m on yourAfter another 25 m pass the toilet (25 m on your
right).right).
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    After another 210 m     After another 210 m turn rightturn right..
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    After another 8.7 km cross the ford.    After another 8.7 km cross the ford.

Veer leftVeer left..
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    After another 770 m cross the ford.    After another 770 m cross the ford.



Turn rightTurn right..
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    After another 205 m cross the ford.    After another 205 m cross the ford.

Continue straightContinue straight..
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    After another 135 m cross the ford.    After another 135 m cross the ford.

Continue straightContinue straight..

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: Take this side trip if: Take this side trip if
you want to camp at Serpentine Gorge Campsite.you want to camp at Serpentine Gorge Campsite.
Toilets, water and USB charging are available.Toilets, water and USB charging are available.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. from the Larapinta Trailright here. from the Larapinta Trail
Section 7 Section 7 StartStart heading along  heading along LarapintaLarapinta
Trail Section 7Trail Section 7 (a walking track). (a walking track).
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Larapinta Trail Section 7) Larapinta Trail Section 7) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 7.Section 7.

After another 40 m come to a water tap.After another 40 m come to a water tap.

About 10 m past the end is a camp site.About 10 m past the end is a camp site.
  

About 15 m past the end is a shelter.About 15 m past the end is a shelter.

About 30 m past the end is a toilet.About 30 m past the end is a toilet.
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    Continue another 0 m to find from the    Continue another 0 m to find from the
Larapinta Trail Section 7 at the end.Larapinta Trail Section 7 at the end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 2.6Turn around and retrace your steps back the 2.6
km to the main route.km to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 18.1 km waypoint.from the 18.1 km waypoint.
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    After another 75 m (from the    After another 75 m (from the
Larapinta Trail Section 7) Larapinta Trail Section 7) turn sharpturn sharp
leftleft, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 7.Section 7.
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    After another 510 m cross the ford.    After another 510 m cross the ford.

From the Larapinta Trail Section 7 From the Larapinta Trail Section 7 continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail Section, to head along Larapinta Trail Section
7.7.
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    After another 1.5 km cross the ford.    After another 1.5 km cross the ford.

From the Larapinta Trail Section 7 From the Larapinta Trail Section 7 continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail Section, to head along Larapinta Trail Section
7.7.

ii After another 1.9 km pass the "Trig Point" (onAfter another 1.9 km pass the "Trig Point" (on
your left).your left).
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    After another 4.9 km (from the    After another 4.9 km (from the
Larapinta Trail Section 7) Larapinta Trail Section 7) continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 7.Section 7.

ii After another 10 m pass the "Dolomite Walk".After another 10 m pass the "Dolomite Walk".
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    After another 840 m cross the ford.    After another 840 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Larapinta Trail Section 7 &At the intersection of Larapinta Trail Section 7 &
Ellery Creek Ellery Creek continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Larapinta Trail Section 7.Larapinta Trail Section 7.
After another 140 m pass the toilet (6 m on yourAfter another 140 m pass the toilet (6 m on your
right).right).

After another 20 m come to "Larapinta TrailAfter another 20 m come to "Larapinta Trail
Information".Information".
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    Continue another 0 m to find from the    Continue another 0 m to find from the
Larapinta Trail Section 7 at the end.Larapinta Trail Section 7 at the end.
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