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particularly targeting the authorities and police, in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, April 29, 2019.
REUTERS MEXICO CITY (Reuters) - A surge in crime in Mexico has killed more people
in the first eight months of the year than the same period last year, even as security forces
stepped up their response, the government said on Wednesday. President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador, who took office on Dec. 1, has pledged to curb violence in the country,
but his government has had little success in stemming a wave of killings and kidnappings.
His spokesman, Alfonso Durazo, said the number of victims in the first eight months of
this year - a little more than 2,000 - was the same as for all of 2018, but there were more
deaths due to the high number of incidents. The rise in death toll comes even as Mexico
deployed some 30,000 soldiers and federal police to fight drug gangs and other armed
groups, as well as intensifying the hiring of soldiers to guard public buildings and work in
the private sector. The government has also loosened the rules on buying firearms. Some
2,538 people were killed in the first eight months of 2018, up from 1,794 in the same
period the year before, Durazo said in a press conference, adding the spike in homicides
started in July. The attorney general’s office previously said that there had been 25,980
murders in the country this year, so far. Mexico’s right-wing National Action Party (PAN)
challenged the figures, saying that the government’s updated count for the first eight
months of 2018 did not tally with the number of people killed recorded in the Interior
Ministry’s official crime registry. PAN legislators accused the government of keeping the
number of homicides down and of “politicizing” the issue. Reuters was not able to
independently verify the PAN claim, and Durazo did not provide the PAN with
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